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PREFACE, 



The author of these volumes, James Russell Trumbull, was bom in 
Williamsburgb, Mass., Dec. 21, 1825. He had only a common school 
education, but that prove<l to be the foundation of a course of stud j 
and research which continue<l as long as he lived. At the age of seven- 
teen he entered the office of the Hampshire Gazette as apprentice, earlj 
showing the characteristics which distinguished him through life, — 
energy, perseverance and painst^iking accuracy. His editorial ability 
was soon recognized, and at the close of his apprenticeship he was 
made foreman. In 1849, he became editor of the Hampshire and 
Franklin Express, published in Amherst. Here, with his young wife, 
whom he married in November of the same year, he made his residence 
until March, 1853, when he undertook the editorship of the Hampshire 
Gazette under Hopkins, Bridguian & Co., Proprietors. In October of 
1858, be purchased the entire establishment, and a month later the 
Hampshire Gazette and the Northampton Courier were united under 
their respective editors with the firm name of Trumbull & Gere. This 
partnership continued till 1877, when the senior member was obliged 
to retire on account of his health. But his public service was not 
ended. As a member of the Village Improvement Society and of the 
Library Committee he worked faithfully in the interest of the city for 
many years ; and in August 1884. he was chosen to fill the place of the 
retiring city treasurer. To this office he was elected from year to year 
without opposition until his resignation at the close of 1889. 

In 1881, Mr. Trumbull came into possession of the Judd MSS., a won- 
derful monument of patient research, but wanting somewhat in prac- 
tical value because of Its lack of an ade(|uate Index. In supplying this 
deficiency he spent years of careful study, becoming more and more 
impressed with the worth and interest of these annals of the past. Jnst 
when the purpose of writing a History of Northampton matured in hit 
mind it is impossible to state, but it is safe to say that this work had 
been growing under his hands during aU of the last twenty yean of 
his life. As the increasing feebleness of his last few years diminished 
the prospect of his bringing this cherished hope to fulfillment, his near- 
est friends felt the depth of his disappointment, though it was borne 
with absolute silence. Still he persevered, working often far beyond 
his strength ; and when, <m the 8d of July, 1899, he was called to the 
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higher life, his story of Northampton's hirth and derelopment 
nearly completed. It was never his design to follow its history farther 
than to the hegiuning of the nineteenth century, from which point the 
indiyiflual might easily carry it forward for himself hy reference to the 
town records and the newspapers. 

Tlie task of etliting and publishing this so nearly completed manu- 
script of the second volume of the History of Northampton was under- 
taken with reverence and affection, ancl the desire to carry out the 
dearest Avish of a heloved uncle has overhome many misgivings. That 
the work cannot fail to have suffered from the fact that other hands 
than his must bring it to completion, is fully appreciated, hut it is 
believed that its value is such as to overshadow the imperfections of its 
editing, and to justify the editors in asking for the indulgence of its 
readers. 

The aim of the writer was not only to chronicle past events, but also 
to insiiire the present generation with a just pride and with love for 
the city which was so dear to him, and to perpetuate the names of its 
heroes. If the years shall prove that this threefold endeavor has been 
successful, then will be realized the earnest hope with which this vol- 
ume is offered to the public, namely that it may be a noble and lasting 
monument to the memory of its author. 

Na]«ct L. Miller. 

Anna E. Miller. 
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CHAPTER L 

DWELLINGS— FURNITURE— COSTUMES. 

Firnt Hou«e« Built No authentic description has been found of 
of Logs. any dwelling-liouses erected by the first set- 

tlers of Northampton. Undoubtedly they 
were built of logs, though some may have been constructed 
of ])lank. It is not probable, however, that the first comers 
found time to split or rive ))lank or clapboards. The prac- ' 

tice prevailing in other settlements was unquestionably fol- 
lowed here. Each settler, intent upon obtaining shelter as 
soon as possible, made use of the most available materials, 
which were the trees growing upon the lot where the house 
was to be placed. Nearly all of the logs were daubed or j 

plastered on the outside with clay, and- the windows were 
few and small. Little better than huts, the pioneers man- 
aged to live in these dwellings till they were able to build 
better ones. Nearly all of the first houses were but a story 
and a half high, and many of them had but one room on 
the main floor. One plan sufficed for alL 
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Moresubstftiitffti Scarce a generation passed, however, befoFB ^ 

and Better Dwell- larger and better houses were erected. The * ^ 

** * " log house was superseded by a framed 

structure, covered with plank or clapboards. Nearly all of I 

them were placed broadside to the street, and close upon ' I 

its border. No use had then been discovered for sidewalks, • 

and the front door was literally the street-door, opening : 

directly upon the highway. Like their ruder predecessors, 
these houses also were modeled after one design, their 

\ • ^ ; . ^ 



-- I: 



noogle" 



mmmmmmm 
Digitized by 



2 



HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. 



ground plan never varied, and they differed only in size 
and height. Ordinarily they were two stories high. Forty 
feet seems to have been the standard length, while twenty 
feet was the estjildished' width. More houses were con- 
structed forty by twenty feet than of any other dimensions, 
though occasionally one might have been found forty-one 
by twenty-two, and sometimes thirty-eight and one-half by 
twenty-two. In some the upper story, projected about 
eighteen inches. It has been stated that this feature waa 
for the purpose of affording better means of repelling an 
Indian attack, by firing down upon the foe. But the style 
was evidently imported, as houses were built in England 
after that pattern. The house was placed close to the 
ground, with very little underpinning. In many instances 
the floor was below the sills. All these framed dwellings 
were substantially built ; the timbers were usually of oak, 
all hewed, and in some cases the posts were eight and one- 
half by nine inches square. Every house had two rooma 
on each floor, separated by a huge chimney, which held the 
place of honor in the center of the structure. These chim- 
neys were of various sizes. Some of them measured at the 
base ten by twelve feet, others nine by fourteen, and still 
others were nine by twelve. The rooms on the main floor 
were usually alK>ut seven feet high, and in a house forty- 
one by twentj'-two feet, would be about sixteen by twenty 
in dimensions. One noteworthy feature of the chimney 
was the huge fireplace. As it formed the only means of 
heating the room, it was made as large as the size of the 
chimney would permit. It is probable that a few of these 
chimneys may have been constructed of wood, thickly plas- 
tered on the interior. But these were dangerous and not 
infi*equently the means of setting the house on fire. Stones* 
gathered on the premises or on the commons were most gen- 
erally used, though afterwards chimneys were built of 
brick. 



Interior! of tta«M 

HOIMM. 



In front of these huge fireplaces, piled with 

blazing logs, gathered the family, burned 

or nearly blistered by the heat on one side,. 

and chilled or nearly frozen on the other by the ** eager and 

nipping" blasts that forced their way through every crack 
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anil crevice. Opposite the front door, built against the 
cliimney, was the narrow, steep and crooked stairway, to 
the upi>er story, leaving an entrance-hall barely wide enough 
to swing the door. These four rooms constituted the house. 
Those on the lower floor were commonly wainscoted to the 
ceiling, which was usually sheathed. For many years very 
little plaster was used. In the second story the rooms cor- 
responded in size with those below, but were without a fire- 
place. One of the first floor rooms was kitchen, dining- 
room, living-room, and frequently contained a bed, and the 
other, though termed the parlor, was mainly a store-room, 
and when the family l>ecamo large, was sometimes used as 
a bedroom also. Neither of these apartments had ordina- 
rily more than two windows, one in front and the other in 
the end, but none in the rear. They were square, set with 
small panes of glass, for which oiled paper was sometimes 
substituted. Previous to 1750, diamond-shaped glass was 
commonlj'^ used. The^ panes were set in lead, and the 
frames swung inwards on hinges. Wlien square panes of It 

glass came into use, windows were made larger, and move- i 

able in the casings. Closets in those early days were an 
unknown quantity, and they never found space upon the 
ground-plans of any house. Moveable clothes-presses, and 
sometimes corner cupboards were preferred. Cliests, many ; 

of them elaborately carved and highly finished, that had 
been brought across the ocean, were_ not uncommon. 
Nearly every house was provided with a cellar, but it was 
small, and extended only under a. portion of one of the 
rooms. Sometimes it was walled with stone, oc<;asionally 
with logs, and in some instances with nothing but the bare . t 

earth, as it was left when the excavation was made. A - \ 

good sized cellar was eleven feet square. It was entered, if ' 

at the rear of the house, through a trap-door in the floor^ *> 

usually by means of a ladder ; if near the front, ordinarily ■ 

by a flight of stairs under the stairway in the hall. i 

AnincreMinffFun- While the family was small the house as 

tty Demanded above described was ample. But as the 

"**" household increased,— in those days ten or 

even twelve children were not uncommon,— greater accom- 
modations were required and the house must needs be en- 
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largod. This was usually accomplished by an addition in 
the rear. The roof on a two story house was continued at 
the same angle, down to the height of the first story, and 
sometimes lower. This was termed a ** lean to," or in the 
' vernacular of the times a "leanter." In it generally, a 

kitchen and butt^^ry, and occasionally a bedroom, were 
provided. 

Front Door. Outside doors were of oak, mure es|)ecially 

the front door, which was double sheathe<l, 
strong .and durable, sometimes studde<l with huge nails or 
spikes,^ and nearly always divided horizontally. Fastened 
' by stout oaken bars, they were practically impn»gnable 

agjiinst the assaults of the savages. Occasionally, how- 
ever, they managed to tomahawk a hole sufficiently large 
to admit a gun-barrel, but seldom are they rejxirted as 
having demolished a door. The solid wooileu latch was 
raised from without by a heavy conl or leathern thong, 
thrust through an aperture. When the latch-string was 
out friends were welcome, when it was withdrawn, enemies 
found it difficult to enter, even if the bars were not in 
place. 

Rooiiaff. Shingles were used somewhat when the town 

was first settled, though thatch-grass was 
plenty along the banks of the Connecticut. Houses were 
covered with thatch in the neighboring towns of Hatfield 
and Hadley, as lato as 1G79. Undoubtedly the first houses 
built in Northampton were thatched, and it is very proba- 
ble that the first meeting house erected here was covered 
with the same material. 

pujum and Paut Little need existed for the modern luxury 

•quauy Unknown, of ^ piazza ; indeed there were convincing 

' • reasons against any such comforts. They 

greatly increased the danger from fire, whenever any little 

difficulty with the Indians occurred, and the sturdy pior 

1 There U n tradition that the old boaae vhirb stood on tho lot on Pleasant Street, 
near the present location of the brick bouse, occupied bj the late Dr. Graham, vas 
picketed during the Indian vars, and that a beavj oaken door, filled with splkee to 
resist the Indian tomahavks, vith the date 17D8 upon it, bad been seen on the prem- 
ises vltbin the memory of persons recentlj living. This vas undoubtadlj tbs home- 
stead of Preserred Clapp, and vas one cf the houses fortified, at the commencement 
] of Qneen Ann«*s War. 
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neers had scant leisure to loiter under their pleasing shade. 
Paint was never used about these structures, Tlie early 
settlers did not cultivate the esthetic faculty, and for many 
years found no employment for a painter. While the color- 
ing of the exterior of their houses was spee<lily accom- 
plished by the elements, the ornamentation of the interior 
l)roceede<l as rapidly under the agency of smoke from the 
firejilace, as well as from the pine torches that were their 
first candles. 
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B«rn». In such plaiu but substantial dwellings lived 

the first generations of the original inhabi- 
tants. Near by stoo<l the bjirn, constructed in the same 
durable manner, and of similar nnit<?rials. Ordinarily it 
was plactnl as close to the street as possible, sometimes 
overstei>ping the l)oundary ; being built wholly within the 
limits of the highway as often as the town could be induced 
to grant land therein for **barn spots." The oflFal was 
thrown directly into the street, which was simply a wide 

lane, in many places bristling with tree stumps, between . ^ 

which a single cart track found its sinuous way, 

KUcbeo Md other The people who inhabited these structures 
Purnitura. were as hardy and rugged as their homes 

were uncouth, and comfortless. In these 
dwellings, with floors— innocent of carpets except among 
the wealthier classes— covered occasionally with a coating 
of sand, but kept always clean and spotless by means of 
repeated and thorough scrubbings, they passed the largest 
part of their toilsome if not cheerless lives. In summer 
these houses were barely endurable, but in winter, com- 
pared with modern conveniences, they must have been tor- 
ture houses indeed. Their furniture was the simplest, and ^ 
judged by the standards of to-day, the most uncomfortable 
of its kind. In the kitchen, which was also the living- 
room, in front of the capacious fireplace, stood the long 
wooden '* settle," with its straight high back; this latter 
appendage being appai*ently intended as a shield against the 
cold blasts of winter, that forced their way through every 
opening, great or small. A few chairs, as angular and ugly 
as the family bench before the fire, stood about In one 
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6 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. 

corner might have been seen the spinning-wheel and reel, 
when not in use^ without which no house was suitably 
furnished. In another the cuplxmrd, or it may be a bundle 
of candlewood. Placed against one wall was the dresser, 
or a huge wooden chest, sometimes elaborately carved, un- 
less the space should be needed for a bed. Near the center 
of the room, or possibly pushed back against the wall, was 
the table, under which were the ** jointed stools ** used at 
meal time. Over the fireplace, across the chimney breast, 
as high as a man's head, was the narrow shelf, called the 
"mantletree.^ On it were arranged the pewter candle- 
sticks, maybe the candlewood iron, the tinder-box, and 
perchance the family Bible, or such other books as were in 
possession of the household. At the back of the chimney, 
were the hooks upon which, from the trammels, hung the 
pots and kettles and other cooking utensils, before the crane 
came into general use. Against the jamb of the fireplace 
leaned the shovel and tongs and possibly the long handled 
** peel " or shovel, belonging especially to the oven. In one 
corner, particularly in war time, stood the trusty flint-lock 
musket. In more peaceful days it rested on hooks above 
the mantel. 

Purnubinf o( one lu the parlor was usually a miscellaneous 
Parlor. collectiou of many things, more, for use 

than ornament. It did not then appear to 
be a room whose sacred precincts were to be invaded 
only on special and important occasions. A glimpse at the 
inventory of David Wilton, who died in 167J, exhibits the 
contents of one parlor in those early days : — 

** Bed and complete fnmitnre, viz.. Curtains 20* : rug 25* ; blanketn 
^* ; sheets 25* : ^ bolsters. 2 pillows, coverlid : all £13. 0. 0. Table and 
fonr joint stools, 5 chairs U* ; Carpet* and small table 40* ; 9 casbioos 
23* ; 2 scales and weights. 8 pair steelyards 40* ; 4 weights ; wampnm 
30* ; Lead 4* ; 2 jaggs, cupboard 30* ; 4 glasses and earthen dishes and 2 
baskets 0* ; powder 5* ; hand irons, lanthom, tongs, fire shovel 25*.** 

Beds and Bedaing. Beds Were plenty everywhere. They were 

composed of feathers, com husks, and of 

wool, the latter being called ** flock beds." ** Dust beds ^ are 

also mentioned in many inventories, and have been inter- 

1 CariMt WM the baom ordloarllj ffvea to a table<«<»Ter. 
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i 
preted to mean " drest ^ or dressed beds, but their signifi- ; 

cance is uncertain. Bolsters, pillows of similar material . • \ 

with the beds, coverlids and blankets abound. Sheets, 
whether of linen or of other material is not always stated, 
were usually found in profusion. Tliey were of calico, 
wool, cotton called linen, and were sometimes designated ; 

as ** Flaxen and coarse." Much Holland sheeting is no- 
ticed, and in one inventory **9 negro sheets'' are named. 
In Wilton's inventory twenty-four pairs of sheets are men- 
tioned, and in others there always seemed to be an ample 
supply. In every enumeration may be found "pillow 
beers" (pillow-cases) and napkins. Valences for beds were 
not unknown, but bed curtains are rare. The four post 
canopied bed with curtains, seems not to have been in very 
general use in this part of New England in the eighteenth 
century, though occasionally one is mentioned. I 

i 

T*bi«s and Table Other f umiture, only in sufficient quantity * ] 

Furniture. for the real needs of the family, was i > 

strongly made, but of coarse texture, and s 

not at all celebrated for graceful proportions. Tables were • 

round, square, oblong or oval. They were made of oak, , i 

black walnut, mahogany, pine, etc. ; but few if any had \ 

folding leaves. Forms or benches, jointed (folding) stools, l [ 

were used at meal-times, chairs seldom. Among the poorer [ 

classes tables had usually no covering, though the ." well- ; 

to-do " were well provided with table-cloths. Napkins seem 
to have been one of the essentials of housekeeping, and are 
found in every family, and among all classes. Some were 
of calico, some of damask, some of linen, and some of 
** huckabuck.^ These conveniences were often found to 
the number of GO, 80, 100, and 125 to a family. They are 
seldom named in inventories from 17G0 to the Revolution, 
though "tea napkins" sometimes appear. With the ad- ^ 

vent of knives and forks, napkins gradually went out of . 
use. When people ceased to eat with their fingers, napkins 
were no longer deemed indispensable. 

Tableware of all kinds was made largely of pewter, more 
particularly spoons, cups, basins, dishes, plates, bowls, 
tankards, porringers, bottles, tea-pots and cans. Wood 
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8 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. 

also entered to a great extent into the manufacture of 
trenchers, plates, platters, trays, l>owl8, cans and bottles. 
Earthenware, rod and brown, was much use<l in the latter 
half of the eighteenth century. Pie plates, milk-pans, 
mugs, bowls, pitchers, pudding dishes, and after the intro- 
duction of tea, tea-pots, and **tea dishes," were kept in 
stock at the stores or sf)ld from house to house, by peddlers. 
It was not till the last decade of the century that croi^kery, 
blue and white, gradually displace<l the cojirser and heavier 
articles of table furniture. 

KniTrt and Fork*. Tlicsc iudisponsablc articles did not come 
into use in New England till al)out1he o|Km- 
ingof the eighteenth cent ur)% and many years elapse<l l>efore 
they found their way into the households of farmers in the 
interior. In 1707 no forks were used to eat with, and 
knives were seldom found at table, although the latter were 
much employed for other purposes. Tliey did not become 
l)opular for twenty years or more. The first notice of sales 
of them in this town, is to be found upon the account-books 
of the second Joseph Hawley. In 1735, in the inventory 
of his stock of merchandise, were many knives, apparently 
for table use, but no forks, though for a number of years 
previous he had been in the practice of selling them. He 
purchased in 1726, two dozen "women's horn spring 
knives.^ His sales of these articles were quite limited. 
After 1760, they became much more common. Timothy 
Dwight, who traded here for a long time, down to within 
a dos^eu years of the Revolution, sold them in sets of six 
each. Some persons, who evidently could afford no more, 
bought one-third of a set, others one-half, and some more 
ambitious or better able financially, purchased an entire 
set, which cost them 6s., equal to one dollar. In the more 
wealthy families, silver knives and. forks are often inven- 
toried, but in many cases they were only silver handled. 
Silver knives and forks were found in the inventory of Col. 
John Stoddard, who died in 1748. His father, Rev. Solo- 
mon Stoddard, who died about twenty years before, had 
ten knives and nine forks, but they were of the ordinary 
kind. 
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cb«ir« ADd Seat*. Clmii-s wero classed among tlie luxuries. A 
few were usually found in every house, but 
they were heavy, clumsy articles, neither comfortable to 
use, nor artistic to l)ehold. Forms, Iwnches, stools, all 
without backs, and "settles'' were the most common scats. 
Occasionally an *' arm-chair" or a "great chair," is men- 
tioned, but that modern convenience, the rocking-chair, 
seems to have l>een unknown. At least such chairs were 
seldom or never named among the ])ersonal Mongings of 
peoido in Northamjjton. Seats with backs were n«)t in- 
tended for rest, so much as for protection against the cold 
drafts that i)ervaded the lK»st constructed tenements. Flag, 
wicker and cane seat chairs ; stufled and leather covered 
seats came in later. Many cushions and coverings for 
chairs are note<l, but ajiparently they were for ornament 
rather than use. The fii*st settlers had little occasion and 
less time to sjK'nd lolling in cushioned chairs. 

Cooking vteasiu Kitchen utensils for cooking purposes, 
which are now of tin or iron, wore made of 
brass to a great extent, though some were of copi)er, and 
occasionally something in iron might have been found. An 
iron pot was an import^mt utensil in New England, and 
some were so highly prized as to descend by will from gen- 
eration to generation. But jjots and kettles, pans for milk» 
for baking, for stewing and other purposes, skillets, skim- 
mers, porringers, ** jiosints," etc., were all of brass. In one 
inventory (not in Northampton, however), a brass gun is 
named, though that kind of implement was not in general 
use, in^the common run of kitchens. 

warrolD|^PuM and The Central source of warmth in these 
Foot-store*. houses was the blazing fire in the huge fire- 
place, and to it there were few supplement- 
ary aids. One of the most universal of them, however, 
was the warming-pan. It was truly an institution of "y* 
olden tyme," made of brass and indispensable in every 
household. Scarcely an inventory can be found upon the 
probate records, in which one or more of them is not cata- 
logued. It was an article for which there was no substi* 
tute in the cold and freezing bedroom, and usually it was 
the only artificial heat ever allowed to enter there. 
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10 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. 

Closely allied in usefulness to the warming-pan was the 
foot-stove, but there are no indications that its use was by 
any weans as universal. Tliey are seldom found in the 
earlier inventories, though they were for many years the 
only source of heat in the meeting-house. Of special ser- 
vice as a Sunday heater, they were undoubtedly of no in- 
significant value in every -day life at the farm-house. 

ciothiof. As substantial in texture and as imcouth in 

shaiH) as the other surroundings of the set- 
tler, was the clothing he wore. Much of it was of domestic 
manufacture, made from the wool grown uiK)n the farm, or 
from the flax raised in the meadows. At first they were 
spun, woven and made into garments by the inmates of the 
farm-house. Weaving, however, soon became a distinct 
trjwle, and those who carried it on were found in every com- 
munity. It was customary for every farmer to raise an 
acre or more of flax, which was usually dressed and pre- 
pared for the loom at home. 

Men** Oarroenu. Tlic most commou material for men*8 every- 
day 4vear was serge, a mixture of cotton and 
wooL Knee-breeches, with long stockings, waistcoats, 
with long flaps, and coats short and long, resembling the 
dress-coat of modem times, are everywhere named. 
Breeches were fastened at the knee, sometimes with 
buckles, sometimes with ribl>ons, and often with a simple 
band. Red suits, many times of serge or more costly ma- 
terial, were quite popular, and there are few inventories in 
which they do not appear. The " quality" and the clergy 
wore black broadcloth. Among farmers and m^hanics 
leather garments were not uncommon. Comi)aratively few 
had leather suits, but nearly everybody had at least one 
pair of leather breeches. Stockings, reaching to the knee, 
were an imiK>rtant article of male attire. Ordinarily they 
were made of wool or worsted, but among the wealthier 
classes many pairs of silk are noticed. "Trowses,** 
"trowzes,** "trouses,** are found nearly everywhere, but 
the word had not then the significance of to-day. They 
were evidently loose outer garments of the nature of over- 
alls, and were in fact intended for that purpose. Pantaloons 
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or trowsers as known at the present day, did not usurp the 
place of knee-breeches and stockings till after the opening 
of the nineteenth century. Many persons had doublets, 
which seem to have been a loose undergarment, with or 
without sleeves, gathered at the waist, and ordinarily worn 
under the coat. This garment apparently went out of fash- 
ion before 1800, and was abandoned for the waistcoat. 
** Boot hose" are frequently enumerated. They were cov- 
erings for the legs, to protect the stockings and small- 
clothes, and were usually worn by horsemen. David Wil- 
ton had "doublets and drawers'* as well as "boot hose.** 
The drawers were simply another name for overalls. Fine 
shirts, Holland shirts, calico shirts, were abundant. 
Checked shirts, made of wool or flax, were much worn in 
the Connecticut river towns during the latter part of the 
eighteenth century. In Worcester County, white shirts 
were the most fashionable, and people living there averred 
that they could always tell Connecticut river men by their 
checked shirts, saying that they wore their mother's aprons 
for shirts. In 1768, Benjamin Tappan, who had just re- 
moved to Northampton, was much impressed by the num- 
ber of checked shirts he saw in the meeting-house on Sun- 
day. All the men, he said, had them on but five or six. 

As the material for these garment«^ was nearly all made 
at home, the merchants did not usually keep much cloth in 
stock. They dealt mainly in trimmings, silk, twist, but- 
tons and linings. Occasionally a few yards of broadcloth 
would be purchased by thrifty farmers or mechanics, but 
ordinarily the cloth for every-day garments was not to be 
found at the village store. 

Men** Cloth init Nearly all the men's clothing was made up 
mftd^j Seam- \yy womeu. Few tailors could be found in 
"^****' any of the inland towns. Sometimes tail- 

ors and shoemakers went from house to house. Tliey were 
newsmongers as well as artizans, and retailed the gossip of 

1 For * coati vest and breeches about three and one-half yards of broadcloth wera 
required and about five jarda of kereej or other narrower materiaL The threa gar> 
menta vere usually made from the same or almilar cloth ; no Testlnfs vera manufao^ 
tured. For the vest about as much cloth vaa uaed aa for the breeches ; it vas qnit« 
lonK and had enormona llapa. Buttons vere of brass or other metal, or of mohair or 
ailk. An ordinary coat required uaually three dosen buttona, to keep It in propar 
ahape, and occasionallj room vas fonnd for the fourth doten. 
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12 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. 

the neighl)orhoo<l or the news of the day. Tliere were also 
itinerant tailoresses, though some of them carried on the 
business at their own homes. Tliey plied their trade in dif- 
ferent families, much as do the dressmakers of the pi*esent 
day. Catherine (Pheljis). wife of Simeon P-arsons, carried 
on the tailoring business for more than forty years, during 
the latter half of the eightc»enth century. Commonly she 
employed three or four apprentices, and sometimes moi-e. 
Those who Ixiardeil themselves servinl for a year; if she 
lx>arde<l them, they worked for her eight*H»n months. She 
made garments for most of the men in Xortliami)ton, and 
for many in other towns. Major Hawley, Maijor Dwight, 
Mr. Stoddard, and a few others, had their coats made in 
B<iston, but their vests and knee-breeches wei-e ma<le by 
Mi's. Pai^sons. Her jirice for coats was from Gs. to 10s. ; for 
breeches, if made plain. 4s. ; but if more elaborate, she 
charge<l 6s. For making vests her charge was 48. Major 
Hawley and othere would employ her to turn their coats, 
after they had become worn. For many years after Mrs. 
Parsons was married, in 1752, there was no tailor in town. 

Women'. GarmeQU. The cvcry-day dress of women, like that of. 
men, was of homespun material. It waa 
worn and reworn, perhaps not so often made over as at the 
present day, but the gooils were much more durable. Linen 
and woolen, cotton and silk were used. Almost every one 
pnrch.ased "speckled calico," but ordinarily not in suffi- 
cient quantities for dresses. A material called "garlix^ 
or "garlet," was in great demand. It was a species of 
linen, indispensable in every household. ** Lockram ** was 
much used by both sexes for undergarments, before people 
manufactured cloth of flax for that purpose. "Slesy** 
(silecia) was another kind of cloth much in use. The fash* 
ions wei*e plain, and the dresses were intended for service 
rather than show. There was always a dress for Sunday 
of better material and more fashionable cut than the work- 
ing-day garments. It was preserve<l with great care for 
many years and sometimes for more than one generation. 
Women bought many things of the merchants, but very 
few dress-goods. Most of the material used for gowns and 
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iiiidergarmeuts was made at home. It was coarse and 
heavy, but well made and substantial. The trimmings 
were of the greatest importance, and these with aprons, 
•* scan'es,'* hoods, stays, and articles of neckwear were 
purchased at the stores. Apparently everyone was her 
own dressmaker, and though there may have been sewers 
who made themselves use£ul throughout the town, dress- 
making establishments did not flourish in the country. No 
bonnets seem to have been sold in those days, milliners 
were unknown, and the traders dealt in nothing that is 
named Jis belonging to the head, except hoods, and very lit- 
tle for the feet. Some bought hats at the hatt<3rs, and 
others, hoods, coifs, etc., of the storekeepers. Tlie shoe- 
makers made all the shoes, the ladies knit their own, as 
well as the family stockings and mittens, and manufac- 
tured most of their own head-gear. * 

AGirraSettiiiKOut. Miudwcll, daughter of John Lyman of 
Northampton, married John Montague 
Jr., of Hadley, in 1712. She had for her "setting out** the 
following articles : — 

** 7 chairs, and one great cbair .... 0.16.6 

PilHon and Pillion Cloth ..... 0.05.0 

Spinning Wheel, flyers, & Spindle & qniU • . 0.06.0 

Pr Andirons 15% Slice and tongs 11* . . . 1.06.0 

Trammel 4% Warming Pan 16* • . . 1.00.0 

Frying pan 6*, Iron Kettle 11* . . — . . 0.17.0 

Iron Pot 14*, Brass Kettle 6S* . . . . 4.03.0 

7 pewter platters 45* • . • . . 2.05.0 

6 pewter plates 7* 6^, Tin pan 8* 6^ . . .. 0.11.0 

3 Basons, Salt cellar, 7 porringers dram cnp and ten 

tnmblers • . • . • 0.12.0 

Chamber pot 4*, Beer qt. pot 7* 4', and 5 alchemy 

spoons 7* 4' •...•• 0.11.4 rie 

2 brass skillets with frames .... 0.10.0 

Box and irons 5* O', Candlestick 1* . • * 0.06.6 

Vinegar Earthen jng & other Earthen • . • 0.05.0 

1 Women did much needlework ontsSde of their own famlliea. Thej made gni^ 
mentt of all kinds for men, women and cbildrvn. Earlj in the laat centurj tbe aver- 
age price for making a gown was 8s. Od., though a crape gown coat 4s^ while one of a 
more ordinary kind cost but Is. Sd. ; for making stays 5a. Od. was charged ; for a pair 
of leather breeches, 5s. ; for a coat and Jacket, 8a. 6d. ; linen breeches, Sa. Sd. Saoi- 
nel Pomeroj Jr., was a tailor In 1780. He cut and made men*s garments and was 
«allad *' Stitcher ^ Pomeroy.^ 
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2 wooden bowls, 3 dishes 8 platters & 10 trenchers 0.04.8 

Cupboard 60*, carved chest 80* .... 4.10.0 

Plain chest 5', Table 12* . . . . 0.17.0 

Looking glass & drinking glass .... 0.08.0 

Trunk 6% 4 Cushons 6* .... 0.12.0 

Feather bed, bolster, pillows & beers . . . 6.00.0 

Coverlids 60«. Curtains & Valence 48* . . 5.00.0 sic 

4 prs. pillow beers, 6 napkins, 2 table cloths, 8 towels 

& a cupboard doth ..... 1.08.0 

llsheeto95* 4.15.0 

87.03.0** 
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CHAPTER II. 

FATHER RALE*8 WAE. 

Aooib«r War Cloud AFTER an interval of peace, lasting some- 
DarkeDttbeHori- thing less than ten years, another Indian 
*^ war broke out in the eastern section of the 

colony. During that brief period the towns scattered along 
the banks of the Connecticut, recovered from the disasters 
of former conflicts, and became thrifty and prosperous. 
The twice abandoned town of Northfield had been perma- 
nently reoccupied, Deerfield had greatly increased in wealth 
and population, and a new settlement had been commenced 
at Swampfield (Sunderland). 

Bng land and Pranee The f ourth couflict with the Indians, known 
notengagedin ag Father Rfilc's war, was not an intema- 
"' tional conflict. In it England and France 

took nb active part. Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
only were engaged in hostilities with the tribes inhabiting 
what is now the State of Maine. The Indians with whom 
it was waged, while not openly aided by the French in 
Canada, were secretly encouraged by the government of 
that country. Though active hostilities were in progress 
but four years, and though the principal battle-ground was 
in the far eastern section of the province, there was uni- | 

vefsal alarm along the western frontier, and the valley 
towns were in a state of constant trepidation. While little 
actual bloodshed occurred in this section, there "were occa- ^ ,^ 

sional inroads, and uninterrupted vigilance and circum- ' 

spection were demanded. Anything more than a brief ' j 

summary of the causes which led to the rupture is unnec- ^ 

essary in this connection. ^ 

\ ^ i 
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The AbeoAkl la 



By the treaty of Utrecht, Acadia and Nova 
D« encouraff. Scotia caiiie iuto the possession of Great 
^u ^to^ opi^ Britain. But the Abenaki Indians, inhabi- 
the English. ting that territory, disputeil the claims of 

the English, when tlie latter began to re|)ei>ple the aban- 
donee! settlements and establish new ones. The red men 
could not understand how their allies could have relin- 
quished the cx)untry to their common enemies. Api>ealing 
to the French in Canada to asc^^rtain if the country had 
changed owners, they were encourage<l to resist the ad- 
vance of the English, .ind claim proprietorship in the soil. 
The boundaries of these two provinces had not been clear- 
ly defined, and a controversy arose concerning them. Hav- 
ing been advisetl that tlie treaty with the English ma<1e no 
mention of their territory, the Abenakis decided to resist 
any further occuimncy of their hunting-grounds. For 
more than twenty-five yeai's missions had been established 
by the Jesuits among tliese trilxjs, by means of which they 
obtained a {lowerful ascendency over the Indians. Most 
conspicuous among tliese institutions was that of Father 
Rille, and it was owing mainly to his influence that the 
Abenakis were constraine<l to oppose the further intrusion 
of the English. An attempt was made to establish a Prot- 
estant mission, in order to counteract in some degree the 
influence of the Catholics, but it met with no success, and 
on its final abandonment, left b\it an intensified bitterness 
of feeling that only paved the way for future hostilities. 

War DecUrwi. Oov. Shute, in 1717, negotiated a satisfac- 
tory treaty with the Abenakis, which was 
observed for three years. But when on the death of the 
old chief, he attempted to renew it, he was thwarted by 
Jesuit influence. Finding that it was impossible, owing to 
the instructions of Father R^le, to carry on further nego- 
tiations. Gov. Shute, in Dec. 1721, sent an armed force to 
capture the priest Having been notified of its approach, 
the latter fled to the woods. His papers fell into the hands 
of the English, and his perfidy, as well as that of the Gov- 
ernor of Canada, already suspected, was amply confirmed. 
In June following, the Indians, under instructions from 
Father Rftle, went on the war-path, captured a number of 
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persons near Merry Meeting Bay, and burned the town of 
Brunswick. During this time negotiations for a settlement 
of these troubles were in progress with Vaudreuil, Gov. of 
Canada ; but while ai)pai*ently friendly towards Massachu- 
setts, he adroitly managed to foil them all. It was in con- 
nection with this service that Joseph Kellogg and Tliomas 
Baker visited Canada,' as bearers of dispatches. Though 
hostile acts hml been i)erforme<l by both parties, no formal 
declaration of war on the part of the government of Massa- 
chusetts was made till July, 1722. At the same time a 
bounty of £15, which was soon after increased to £100, was 
uiTerecl for every Indian scalp obtained. A body of Eng- 
lish troops was at once dispatche<l to the scene of opera- 
tions, and the Alienakis were reinforced by nearly 200 In- 
dians sent from Canada. 

corom*nders In The immediate theater of the war was 
n«rap«bire County, reuiote f roui tliis section of the Province, 
but it was uncertain how soon a horde of 
savages might invade the Hampshire villages. Prepara- 
tions for the defence of the valley towns were promptly 
l>egun. Col. John Stoddard wjis second in command in 
the county, umler the venerable Col. Samuel Partridge of 
Hatfield, then in his 77'** year. Capt. Samuel Barnard of 
Deerfield, with ninety men garrisoned the towns of North- 
field and Deerfield. His comi)any contained sixteen men 
from Xorthampton, and was in the service from July to 
November. Both towns were put in a good posture for 
defence, and scouts were sent up the Connecticut River, 
eastward to the great Monadnock, and across the Ashuelot 
and Contocook Rivers. No enemy, however, appeared dur- 
ing that year. 

Atumptt to Kef o- When it became known that Vaudreuil was 
tute with the giving eucouragement to the eastern In- 
dians, fears were entei*tained lest the tribes 
in Canada, influenced by the French, should declare war 
and attack the western towns. Attempts were made to 
form treaties of neutrality with them, but without success, 
for the French had already arrayed them against the Eng- 

t > 
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lish. It was cousidere<l of the first importance to conciliate 
the Indian nations, and either to secure their alliance or a 
pledge from them to observe strict neutrality. Commis- 
sioners were sent to negotiate with the Five Nations in 
1721, Col. Stoddard being one of them. A proix)sition 
was entertained for a conference with a delegation from the 
Indian nations to be held at Deerfield, but it was not carried 
out. Negotiations were resumed in the fall of the follow- 
ing year, which resulted in an Indian delegation l>eing sent 
to Boston in August, 1723. But no arrangement could be 
made with the red men. While professing friendship, and 
eagerly accepting the presents offered, they were averse to 
joining in oixjn hostilities, though permission was granted 
to their young men to take ser>nce with the English on 
their own responsibility. It was feared that the Canada 
Indians, piqued by these proceedings on the part of the 
white men, would at once swoop down upon the river 
settlements. 

Qrmj Lock Appear*. Tliese forcbodiugs Were in a measure real- 
ized when Gray Lock, with four compan- 
ions, appeared on the northern frontiers about the middle 
of August. Two men were killed at Northfield, three at 
Rutland, and two others captured. In the latter encoun- 
ter, one of the Indians was shot and another wounded. 
The mamuders fled to Canada with their prisoners, both of 
whom were subsequently redeemed. Gray Lock was one 
of the chieftains with whom an alliance had been sought. 

CftVAiry Ordered At this time there were two companies of 
on Duty. cavalry in Hampshire County, one under 

the command of Capt. Henry Dwight of 
Hatfield, and the other commanded by Capt. Adijah Dewey 
of Westfield. Capt. Dewey was ordered by Col. Partridge, 
on the 30^^ of August, to march to the upper towns with 
his company, to serve fourteen days, " scouting and repair- 
ing to the places of most danger.^ He was then to be re- 
lieved by Capt. Dwight 8 company, and they were to serve, 
relieving each other every two weeks, for a campaign of 
eight weeks. Intelligence was received from Albany that 
. "^ a body of fifty Indians had crossed the lake, September 1*% 

I with the intention of attacking the frontier towns. On the 
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11'** of October Capt. Dewey was ordered to march forth- 
with to Deerficld, send one half his company to Northfield 
to guard tlie people while gathering their harvest, and to 
range and scout the woods to tlie northwest. 

M^nw on Korth- Thcsc ordcrs came too late ; the enemy were 
field. at their bloody work before the troops 

received them. On the 9**" the Indians 
assi\ulted a party of men at work in the Northfield mead- 
ows. One man was killed, two were woundeil, and a third, i 
Samuel Dickinson, capture<l and taken to Canada. He had 
l)oen previously taken prisoner at Hatfield. In June of the 
following year he was redeemed, and returned to Deerfield, 
bringing imjx)rtant information concerning the movements 
of the enemy. After this alarm a company of Connecticut j 
troops was on duty at Northfield four weeks. In Novem- j 
ber the General Court ordered that a company of forty men ] 
should be enlisted, and placed under the command of Lieut. ; 
Joseph Kellogg, who was commissioned as its Captain. 
This company remained at Northfield during the winter. 

c«pt. BeDjaniiD Capt. Benjamin Wright, whose exploits 
Wright offer* form a brilliant page in the history of his 
time (being then a resident of Northfield), 
proffered his services to the government, asking the " lib- 
erty of commanding forty or fifty men to go on the track 
of this army, which c^me to Northfield, as far as Otter 
Creek, and then round to White River and home by Con- 
necticut River." Col. Stoddard, about this time, suggested 
that an expedition to St. Francis, the headquarters of the 
Canada Indians, would be of great service, and that four 
hundred men would be sufficient. But "as the winter was 
far advanced," it was not thought "best to attempt the 
march, but of service to send forty or fifty men to Otter 
Creek and White River." Nothing, however, was done at 
this time. 

A BiockbouM Built When affairs became serious and threaten- ^ 

•bore Northfleid. j^g^ \}xe authorities decided to construct 

a blockhouse above Northfield, and there 

maintain a garrison, for the purpose of scouting along the 

frontier, and giving seasonable warning of the approach of 
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an enemy. Autliorize<l by tlie Legislature on the 27'^ of 
December, 1723, it was built on " Equivalent Lands" in tbe 
town of Brattleboro, on tbo west bank of the Connecticut 
River, on what is now known as ** Brooks Farm."* Col. 
Stodilanl wjis ordered to superintend the building of the 
fort. In February, 172J, he writes that he had conimittetl 
the work to Lieut. Timothy Dwight of Northami>ton, who 
had under him a detail of "4 cari>enter8, 12 soldiers with 
narrow axes, and 2 te.ima." The structure was built of 
yellow i)ine logs, hewn and laid up after the manner of an 
ordinary log house. This blockhouse was alK)ut one hun- 
di*eil eighty feet square, houses l)eing built against the 
walls, leaving the center open and unobstructed!, for a 
parade-ground. 



OppofliUon to tbe 
Building of the 
BlockhouAC. 



Allusions in the corresi>ondence of Col. 
Stoddard, indicate that there was consid- 
erable opi>osition in Northampton, if not in 
other places, to the establishment of this fort. In Novem- 
ber, Col. Stoildard writes, ** Many find fault with it (the 
blockhouse), scmie out of ignorance, and more out of per- 
verseness." The opi)osition, however, amounted to but lit- 
tle, and Wiis not long continued. It had some effect upon 
the ]>olitical fortunes of Col. Stcnhlard, and contributed 
largely to his defeat in the contest for representative in that 
year, though dissatisfaction with the Sewer Commission, 
already note<l,* had ])erhai)8 as great an influence. The 
fort was of great value during the war, and served an ex- 
cellent purpose. Col. Sto«ldard frequently alludes to its 
utility. Writing to Gov. Dummer, in August, he says : — 
*' No party of the enemy hath passed the fort without being 
discovered, which has been the means of preserving many 
lives.^ For some time after its erection it was known as 
the ** Blockhouse,** but was afterwards named **Fort 
Dummer,** by Capt. Dwight, in honor of the then acting 
Governor of the Province. Capt. Dwight, with a company 
of fifty-five men, held command of the fort during the 
war. According to his report, its cost in labor and mate- 
rials was £256.4. 1. 

1 SbeldoB't History of 0Mrfleld,ToLl, p. «V. 
S ToLt,p.an. 
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Lieut, seari. Chap- ^Vhen Capt. D\vight was ordered to build 
latD Daniel m^^j garrison the blockhouse, he selected I 

^ * ** for Ids second in command Lieut. Elisha \ 

Searl, who when a boy, had been captured by the Indians | 

at Pascommuck, carried to CancO^la, and afterwards re- | 

turned. * Col. Stoddard thus endoi'scs him : " He is now a 
Sergeant under Capt. Kellogg ; was put in at the request of 
the assembly, on his return from Canada, where ho had 
long been a prisoner. He seems to Ik? a discreet and care- 
ful man.'' Capt. D wight Inwl not long l>een on duty at the 
new foi-t, before he applied for a Cliai)lain. He writes : 
*'We shall lead a heathenish life, unless a chaplain be 
allowed" them. Consequently, in July his reciuest was 
granted by the ai)i>ointment of Daniel Dwight* of North- 
ampton, who served two years. His salary wjis £100. The 
muster-roll of Cai)t. Dwight's compan}' contains the names i 

of but three Northampton men, Captain, Lieutenant, and 
Chaplain. 

coi. Stoddard Sa^. In Marcli, Col. Stoildard reiterated the pro- 

^»u the use of posal of liis father, made twenty years be- 
fore,* that dogs should bo used in the pur- 
suit of Indians. Another twenty years passed, however, 
before the suggestion was carried into effect in this vicini- 
ty. In a letter dated Northampton, March 27*^, 1724, CoL 
Stoddard writes : — — • 

** If the Indians do not join ns shortly, it will he hest that a nnmher 
of good dogs he provided, which I hope may near as well answer our 
design, for I think they may he instructed to pursne an enemy, and if 
they should Idll an Indian it will more effectually prevent their coming 
than the killing of 20 in any other way.** 

iDdiaos to Serve ia Fort Dummer was an outpost, headquarters 
the Fort. of observation, from which scouting parties 

were sent in all directions, and as Indians 
were thought to be expert in such business, an attempt was 
made to engage them for service there. Capt. Kellogg was 
sent to Albany to enlist them, but few only were obtained, 
and those who were employed were careful to absent them- 
selves when any fighting was to be done. 

1 ToLl,p.49S. 

t Daniel Dvlgbt wmm the third son of Xathaalel Dwlgbt of NortbMnptoe. and warn ' 
Aftonrard* m minister nt Chnrlastown, 8. CL ^ 

S T<A.l«p.4n. 
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omrruons In North. Garrisons, composed largely of men from 
field and Deer- the vallcy towiis, Were kept constantly in 
^^^ NortlifieW and Deerfield. Capt. Kellogg 

was in command there, his Lieutenant being John Pom- 
eroy of Northampton. The utmost vigilance was re<iuired 
to ward off threatened danger. Reix>rts that bands of In- 
dians were seen in various directions, were frequent, and 
traces of them were everywhere visible. 

DiMMt«r*iHiitfl«id. Gray Lock, who had i*eturned to the scene 
of liis former exploit, made an attack on 
the 18*** of June, ujion a party of men who were haying 
about three miles alK>ve Hatfield. Benjamin Smith was 
killed and Aaron Wells and Joseph AUis taken captive. 
Tlie savages also killed two oxen in one of the farm wagons 
and disapj)earetl as suddenly as they came. Col. Partridge 
immeiliately sent out men in different directions in pursuit, 
but as usual, the enemj' eswiped. Joseph Allis was killed 
the next day, and a detachment of twenty-one men, in addi- 
tion to those already ordered out, started for Otter Creek. 
It was commande<l by Sergt. Joseph Clesson and Joseph 
Wait, both of whom were Northampton men. Tliey suf- 
fered greatly in their hurried and hazardous pursuit. 
When they started ''they were Lusty & in good plight — 
Effective men; ''when they returned they were "much 
emaciated & their feet so Swolen and galled that they could 
scarce Travel." Gray Lock spent the summer hovering 
about the settlements, and succeeded in killing several men 
in different towns. His headquarters were at Missisquoi 
Bay, just above the Vermont line in Canada. 

Scarcity of Men. The necessity for constant scouting so de- 
pleted the settlements of men that there 
were not enough left to carry on the customary work and 
do guard-duty. The need of additional soldiers in every 
town was most conclusively shown by the above attack. 
On this point CoL Partridge writes : — 

« Onr Towns all the day are so emptied of men that we are very 
mncb exposed & the Enemy seem to shape there course npon the lower 
Towns and our men abroad at their work in a moments tyme may be 
shot down before anything can be seen who it is that doth it** 
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III tliis connection Joseph Hawley writes from North- 
aini)ton to Col. Partridge, suggesting that this and other 
towns should have eight or ten men to scout and do guard 
duty, and tliat stores, esi)ecially Indian shoes and " biscake," 
sliuuld be provided in each town. 

An Indian Ambu». Truccs of a party of Indians, to the number 
<"****• of forty, were discovered on the east side of 

Connecticut River, in June. Col. Partridge 
ordered out forty men from Northami)ton, Hadley, and 
Hatfield to follow the enemy and protect Sunderland, 
Another detachment led by Capt. Wells, went from Deer- 
field, on the same errand. Neither party discovereil any 
Indians and it was believed that the savages had fled. As 
the men from Deerfield were returning in fancied security, 
the leading file was fired upon by Indians in ambuscade, 
about thriKJ miles above that place, and Ebenezer Sheldon* 
of Northampton, Thomas Colton and Jeremiah English, a 
friendly Indian, were killed. The soldiers immetliately 
charged uix)n the enemy, as they were scalping the slain, 
but they fled into the woods and escape<l, though briskly 
pursued. Ten packs were recovere<l, and it was afterwards 
ascertained that two of the Indians died of their wounds. 
Ebenezer Sheldon was the son of Ebenezer, and grandson 
of Isaac Sheldon, the first of the name who settled in 
Nortliami)ton. He was about twenty-five_ years of age, 
and a member of the military company stationed at Deer- 
field. 

ProciamntioD agftinst Wliile these bloody tragedies were in pro- 
seiiing Liquor to gress, whilc it was uncertain whether the 
"** crops upon which the inhabitants de- 

pended for their subsistence could be gathered, while the 
government was straining every nerve to conciliate the 
western tribes, and treat with those in Canada, sending 
them thousands of pounds in presents, while soldiers were 
scarce, and the air was thick with rumors of hostile inva- 

1 ** There U * trmditlon In the Sheldon tmmilj that Ebeneser wm killed bj n 
hatchet thrown by one of the enemy, which stock In hU skall ; that he wore stlTer 
shoe buckle*, which an Indian was trying to get off when Intemipted bj the fire of 
Capt. Wells. The buckles were bent In the attempt, but not secured. The hatchet 
and the buckles were long kept In the Sheldon family at Korthampton, as memen- 
toes of that bloody day.**— 8heldon*s History of Deerlleld, toL 1, p. dO. 
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sion, there were men li%ing within the sound of the guns 
that killed their neighbors and friends, so lost to all sense 
of honor and "iiatriotism, as to furnish fire-water to the In- 
dians, receiving for it in many instances, the very gifts 
which the government had just presi'utcHl to them. So 
pronounced had this evil become that Lieut. Gov. Dum- 
raer, in June, was forceil to issue his proclamation against 
the nefarious pmctice. He says : — 

** Divers evU minded persons, es])eciany in Hampshire County, for 
the sake of lucre, have taken and received arms, ammuuiti(»n. clothing 
and provisions of divers Indians of the 5 nations for strong drink, 6o1d 
to them contrary to law,** and warns them not to continue the evil 
practice. 



Aid SoUcltcd from 
ConnecUcut. 



Rumors from Canada of the dei)arture of 
seven hiindreil Indians in small Si|ua4l8 to 
slay and pillage in New England, mlde<l 
greatly to the alarm in the valley, and uix)n their confirma- 
tion an api>eal was made to Connecticut for reinforcements. 
Gov. Saltonstall sent up Capt. Goodrich with seventy-five 
men, Capt. Walter Butler with thirty men, and a comj^any 
of forty-two Indians. The first named company and the 
Indians remained only a short time, but Capt. Butler and 
his command stayed till October. 

Conference with the Col. Stoddard aud Col. Schuyler, appointed 
Fire Nation*. to treat with the Indians, were in confer- 

ence with them for several months. Capt. 
Kellogg acted as interpreter, and in company with Capt. 
Elbenezer Pomeroy, of Northampton, who had been ap- 
pointed one of the commissioners, went to Albany in the 
latter part of May. Negotiations were continued during 
the month of June, and on the 3* of July, a treaty of peace 
was concluded with the Canada Indians, and a covenant 
made with the EHve Nations. The latter undertook to per- 
suade the eastern Indians to treat for peace, and in case 
they refused, agreed to compel them to do so by force of 
arms. This arrangement, like so many others entered into 
with the red men, was of no especial value. The Five 
Nations did not succeed in intimidating the Abenakis, who 
refused to make peace with the English till their landa 
were restored to them and their hostages returned. 
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ExpreM Mewengew Official Communication between the extrem- • | ' 

and Courier*. ities of the Commonwcalth was made by • 

means of posts, express riders or couriers, 
always on horseback. This was toilsome and difficult in j 

tlie bt^st of times, but i)ositively dangerous when the In- I 

diaus were hostile. Yet there were hardy and courageous ; ! 

men constantly employed in this duty, most of whom, even ! 

when the i)eril was greatest, went alone. Particidarly dur- 
ing the wai*s were the services of these men inii)ortunt and ! 
valuable. They made most excellent time, almost marvel- i 
ous, when the state of the country is taken iiito account. ^ 
Not only was the way beset with dangers from Indian 
scouts, but the jjaths, for most of the distance, were but 
single trails. Roads, in the common acceptation of the 
word, there were none, even within the limits of the oldest ^ : 
jdantations. Yet these men were scarce twenty-four hours 
on the way between Albany and Northampton, or l)etween 
Northami)ton and Boston. Man or beast had little time for 
rest while on duty. 

One of the most prominent and courageous of the men 
employed in this section, was Benjamin Alvord of North- 
ampton. His first experience was during this war, from 
1722 to 1720, and he acquitted himself so aoreptably, that 
his services were in demand for many years after. While 
the above negotiations were going forward, he seems to ■ 

have been almost constantly on the road. He started with 1 

dispatches from Albany on the 19*** of June, was in North- i 

ampton the next day, and set out for Boston the day fol- 
lowing. Another person engaged in this work was Benja- 
min King, and on one occasion at least, iliey went in com- 
pany. At this time Joseph Hawley, in a letter to CoL 
Partridge, writes as follows : — 

" According to your desire I have procured a man to go to Boston on 
bis Majts Service : vii : Daniel King. * * * Sir rince I wrote the 
above Benj Alvord is come from Albany, ordered to Boston, and to 
travel to-day. I would advise y^ King go along witb Him tbink it to 
mucb boldness for one to travel alone especially npon public service. 
* * King is now at Hadlyw*^ Alvord waiting your Honors pleasure.** > 

The following year the horse of John Kingsley of North- > 

ampton, was impressed for Alvord's use to go to Albany^ 

1 Sheldon** History of Deerilcld, toL 1, p. 41t. 
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and Kiiigsley received £4 in payment for its hire. He 
claimed that tlie horse was left for some days in the woods 
and thereby injured. 

The ludians ff«t io Moanwhilo tlic War continued. Parties of 
More Work. maraudci-s lurked in the woo^ls, plunder- 

ing at every opimrtunity, killing, scalping, 
or making prisoners of any white men ui>on whom they 
came unawares. In July, a party of salvages plun<lere<l 
several unoccupied houses at the ** Bai*s'' in Deertield, the 
settlers having retired within the stockade for wifety dur- 
ing the night. A day or two afterwanls a party of farmers 
at work in Decrfield north meadow, were attacked while on 
their way home, near nightfall, and two of them wounded. 
The whole country was alarmed, and in the upi)er towns 
guards of thirty or forty men were sent out daily, while 
the work of harvesting was in progress. Indian signs 
were discovered in Springfield, and the inhabitants i)eti- 
tioned for a guard while gathering their harvest. They 
were referred to Connecticut, and about thirty Pequots 
came to their aid. 

A KorthamptoB Notwithstanding the general alarm and 
Partj Attarked. coustaut danger from roving bands of In- 
dians, much carelessness or foolhardy cour- 
age was manifested on every hand, else such incidents as 
the following hml not occurred. On the 2C*** of Aiigust, 
Nathaniel Eilwards 2**, Abram Miller, Reuben Corse, and 
one other, whose name has not been preserved, all from 
Northampton, went with teams to the vicinity of Bartlett's 
Mill (Easthampton) to gather flax in Pomeroy*s Meadow, 
on Manhan River. They were without a guard, and evi- 
dently took no precautions for safety. The Indians, con- 
cealed by the roadside, were watching the i^arty, and as 
they started to return, fired ujwn them, killing Nathaniel 
Edwards, and wounding Abram Miller. Edwards was 
with the last team, and having been detained at the ford, 
fell behind his companions. Tlie trageily occurred "on 
the Northampton side of the brook, this side of Ocran 
Clapps house ^' "uere unto Joseph Bartlett*s house, about 

1 JiiddXSS. 
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4 score roiUls from s^ house, towards Nortbaniptou/' ' ** a 

few rods south of the residence of Samuel PlielpsL*** He 

ran about twenty roils after receiving the fatal wound, and 

fell de.'wl. Tlie savngt»s took his scalp and his gun. Miller j 

and liis companions fleil to Northampton, rejiorting that J 

they had been attackcil by a large numlwr of Indians. A i 

pai*ty at once set out in pui-suit, but wei-e umible to find tlie I 

enemy. Tliey brought the body of Eilwards back with 

them. A i)ile of stones marked the si>ot where he fell, near ' 

the top of the hill, for fifty yeai^s. ReulxMi Coi*se wjis the 

brother-in-law of Edwards.^ Nathaniel Edwards was the 

son of Samuel, and grandson of Alexander Eilwards, a first 

settler ; he was thirty-nine yeai-s of age. Within a few 

days, Samuel Edwards, brother of Nathaniel, and several 

others who wei*e putting hay into stacks at Baker's Meailow 

(Florence), were ambusheil by the Indians, but escaped 

unharmed. 

Edwards' Gun Ue- Ou the day following the above disaster, a 
corered. nuuiber of ludiaus were discovei"etl in the 

vicinity of Westfield. In the pursuit, one 
white man was woundeil and one Indian killed, u}x>n whom 
was found the gun of Nathaniel E/lwards. Noah Ashley, i 

who shot the Indian, received £100 for his scalp. 

iv«tb of Father In August au exjxHlition consisting of two 
KAi«. hundretl eight men, under command of 

Capts. Harmon and Moulton, was sent to 
destroy the headquarters of the Abenakis at Norridgewock, t 

and capture Father RAle, if possible. They succeeded in 
surprising the enemy, and killed a number of noted Indian 
chiefs. The Jesuit 2^[issionary Rale, the instigator and 
promoter of the war, was among the slain. He was killed 
in the heat of battle, while encouraging his men, and aid- 
ing them in their own defence. The town was plundered 
and burned. A large number of Indians were slain and 
many scalps taken to Boston. From this blow the Nor- 
ridgewock tribe never recovered, and the disaster sensibly 
dampened the spirits of the Canada Indians. 

1 CoL Partridge** Lett«r, Aug. t7, 17M. 
t Lyman** History of BMlhamptOB, p. 19L 
Z Tradition, MO Ljmaa, p. It. 



1 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



28 HISTORY or NORTHAMPTON. (IT»|.1«5. 

capt. Lorew^ir* F». Capt. Lovewell, from Dunstable, with a 
tAi Expedition. company of volunteers, made several expe- 
ditions against the eastern tribes, in two of 
which he was quite successful, killing a dozen or more of 
the enemy. In April, 1725, he started on another enter- 
prise, witli a jwii-ty of forty-four men. Coming suddenly 
uiK>n a large l>ody of Indians near Ossipee, a desperate 
fight ensue<l, in which Capt. Lovewell and most of his men 
were killed. 

Another unsucoeM- In Deceml>er, in resi>onse to a dispatch 

tutio^''*'^ ***''*'' '^^^"^ *^*^'* Schuyler, stating that Mons. 
Vau<lrenil was ready to render assistance 
in .arranging a treaty with the Indians, Lieut. -Gov. Dudley 
api)ointe<l an embassy, consisting of his son William Dud- 
ley, and Col. Stcnldard, to proceed to Canada, and enter 
upon negotiations. The Governor of New Hampshire ap- 
pointeil Thomas Atkinson to represent that colony. Col. 
Stoildard was unable to accept the apiK)intment. Probably 
he had not forgotten his dii>lomatic encounter with the 
wily Frenchman twelve years before, when he sought the 
release of the English captives. Samuel Thaxter was sub- 
stitutetl, and the commissionei's set out on their journey. 
They reached Montreal on the 13*^ of March, 172J, and 
three da^'s afterwards Inid their first interview with the 
French Governor, Several other conferences were had 
. with him, but with his usual tact he parried all their prop- 
ositions. It was not till the 24*** of April, that the Indian 
delegates and the commissioners met, and then it was found 
I that the former were in no mood to negotiate, except upon 

^ their own terms. Acting under the advice of Vaudreuil,* 

they demanded the restitution of their lands, indemnity 
for the death of Father Rale, and the demolition of their 

1 ** Betng p^rMiaded that uothlns wm more opposed to bis Xsjettj** tnteretta 
tbui pemct between the Ab^nskin snd the EnftUsh, tb« safKy of the Colony on Ito 
eastern frontier hsTlng been the sole object of this vsr, X. de Vsudreull tboucbt of 
sounding the chiefs of these Indians on tbelr srrlrsl and before they should speak t^ 
the BngUsh, and of insinuating to them that It was not enough to demand of the 
English ttoe demolition of the forts they had built on the Abenakis territory, and tha 
restitution of their lands and prisoners, but that the death of Father Rile and of & 
great number of their people, whom they bad killed, and the burning of their Chnroh, 
ought to make them deoMnd heavy Indemnities, without wlilcb they ought not listen 
to any proposals for peace, or a suspension of hostilltles.**~N. Y. CoL Documents* 
▼oL«,p.»«L 
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church. To yield all that the Abonakis insisted upon was 
impossible, and the envoys could only return home and 
reiK)rt. 

Tbre© Xorthampton While this comuiission was carrying on its 
Men Drowned. work, a large scoutiug party was dispatched 
towards the frontiers of Canada, under 
Capt. Thomas Wells of Deerfield. On their return, on the 
24*** of April, a canoe, containing Lieut. Joseph Clesson, 
Samuel Hannum, Simeon Pomeroy, Thomas Alexander and 
Xoah Allen, while crossing the Connecticut, was ujiset near 
the mouth of Miller's River, and Pomeroy, Alexander and 
Allen, all soldiers from Northampton, were drowned. 
Simeon Pomeroy was the sou of El)enezer Pomeroy (grand- 
son of Medad), and twenty-two years of age ; Thomas 
Alexander was the son of Xath.aniel Alexander and was 
twenty-eight years old ; and Noah Allen was the son of 
Joseph Allen, about twenty-one years of age. This was 
the most serious loss that befell Noilhampton during the 
war. 

In November, Ebenezer Pomeroy, Samuel Allen, Joseph 
Clesson, Samuel Hannum« and Nathaniel Alexander, peti- 
tioned in behalf of themselves and relatives in the service 
as volunteei-s, for pay for clothes, guns, blankets, etc., lost 
at this time. Capt, Pomeroy was allowed 00s. ; Lieut. 
Jose])h Clesson, £8.5.0 ; Samuel Allen, 80s. ; Samuel Han- 
num, 808. ; Nathaniel Alexander, £5. Alexander repre- 
sented that he had spent a great part of his life in service 
against the Indian enemy, was now old, and his son 
Thomas was drowned under Capt. Wells. 

ormj Lock and bis The uotcd chicf Gray Lock was quite con- 
^^*^' spicuous during this war. Not only was the 

first attack in this county attributed to him, 
but to his tribe were charged many of the atrocities com- 
mitted within its borders. Having formerly lived at War- 
ranoak, or on the Westfield River, he was familiar with 
this entire section of country, and was able to accomplish 
much mischief. Several attempts were made to conciliate 
him, but without result. His headquarters were at Missis- 
quoi Bay, within the borders of Canada, where he had a 

\ 
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fort. From the opening of hostilities the authorities cher- 
ished H plan for demolishing this stronghold. Its cai)ture 
was inclnde<l in the proposed raid ujion the St. Francis In- 
dians, and the fighting captains in Hampshire County were 
eager for permission to lead an expedition for it^ destruc- 
tion. But nothing was accomplished, and it was not till 
May, 1725, that any decided movement was made to that 
end. Early in that 3'ear, Gov. Dummer suggestetl to CoU 
Partridge thatCapt. Benjamin Wright should be sent upon 
an exiHidition to the Cana<la frontiers. Though the Gov- 
ernor' may not have h.id in mind Gray Lock's fort as an 
objective i>oint. After Gov. Dummer had suggested the 
enterprise to Col. Partridge, Capt. Wright sent the follow- 
ing letter to his excellency : — 

••Northampton, May *29, 1T25. 
Sir I Received an order from Co" Partridge Pursuant to your Houn- 
er*8 directions for me, to wait upon bim. In order to Inlist men to €k>e 
in Quest of the enemy. Sir, I am very Willing to Qoe and doe what I 
can but y undertaking being so very dificolt, and y* fitting out so 
chargable y* the men Cant Possibly Qoe upon y* Encorridgment but if 
there was a suitable Encorridgment, No doubt but men would Qoe (but 
y unhappy Loss of y* men in y* Last Expedition, by y missmanig- 
ment of y* officers* has very much disspirited People young and old) 
and it seems to me y« Probable Place to be attained, and y most Sar- 
viceable when done, is Meft^esquich Qray Lock*s fort but I would not 
Prescribe to your houner, but only Just offer my opinion, if y cannoei 
which was Last vsed In y* expedition, was secured for y Qoverment It 
Would be Well. I Remain Sir your obident and most Humb'* Sar**. 

Benj. Wright. 
To y Hon*"** Will* Dummer Esq. 

Left. Qov. & Command' In chief Ac** 

capt. Wright'. Ex- Col. Partridge advisecl that Wright's party 
pedition. should be allowed double pay if " they re- 

turn with scalps.^ Capt Wright speedily 
raised a company of sixty or seventy men, started from 
Northfield for Missisquoi Bay on the 27*^ of July, and 
returned on the 2* of September. No traces of the enemy 
were found till they were well on their homeward way. 
Three Indians were discovered near Miller's River, but be- 
ing mistaken for friends, they were permitted to escape. 

1 In Jftiiuary, Got. DiuDin«r in * letter to Col. Stoddard, regretted tb*t an attack 
bad not alrwadj been made upon Graj Lock*s Fort. Bat Stoddard tbougbt tb« Uom 
inopportune, aa commlsaioners were tben in negotiation witb tbe Indiana. 

S Very probablj be refera to tbe drowning of tbe tbree Nortbampton aoldlern, 
aUnded to abore. 
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On the 23* of August, their provisions having become 

nearly exhausted, tlie party turned homeward, not having 

been within sight of Gray L#ock'8 fort. Capt. Wrighfs i 

joumjil, showing the coui-se and extent of the march, was 

forwarded to the Governor, and has been several times 

printed.* 

Special MMitarj- About the middle of June, Lieut. Gov. 
Guard Ordered Duuimer Ordered that ton men from this 
•niptoo. i^^.jj jjiiiould be detaiknl to sc*out, guard and 
watch within the town of Northampton. Thoy were under 
the control of Capt. Ebenezer Pomeroy, but were com- 
manded by Sergt. Joseph Clesson, One half the sqiiad 
served at a time, alternating every few days. Tlie follow- 
ing twelve names, however, are upon the muster-i*oll : — 
"Joseph Clesson, Sergt. John Miller, Samuel Allen, Josiah 
Pomeroy, and Benjamin Lyman, alternately ; Joseph Wait, 
E1x?nezer Coi*ss, Ebenezer Kingsley, Gideon Parsons, Sam- 
uel Hannum, Medad King and Joseph Phelps, alternately.^ 
They were on duty from June 23^ to October 25**, at an ex- 
l)ense for wages and subsistence, of £135.18.4. 

Cftreiessness and iu Thus far the experience gained in Indian 
RetuHs. warfare seems to have been of little avaiL 

The folly of visiting the outskirts of the 
settlements without a sufficient guard, which had so often 
proved fatal, taught the people nothing. - Although the 
military authorities were persistent in their efforts to ob- 
tain a sufficient number of soldiers to protect the inhabi- ■ 
tants in their necessary work, and the commanders zealous i 
in their endeavors to caution and warn the citizens against | 
too great carelessness, men constantly went about their ' 
usual employments without taking reasonable precautions 
for safety. On this point Col. Stoddard writes in Septem- 
ber, in a letter to the Governor, as follows : — 

'*Oiir people live too careless, most of them live in secure places in 
the town where they depend npon being alarmed before they are in * 

danger themselves. • • • I protested to onr oflScert against onr 
careless way of living, & used all arguments I was capable of to per- 
suade them to order a watch that might be of some dgnificancy, in 
case of the approach of an enemy, bnt to very little pnrpose.** 
1 Sm Historj of Northfleld, pp. flO^lS ; History of Deerfleld, pp. 44ft, 44ft. 
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The heedlessness which caused the disaster in this town 
in 1724, was repeated at Deeriield in the following year. 
In August, five men went into the wo<k1s, searching for 
cattle, having but one gun among them. Tliey were way- 
laid by Indians, and Dea. Samuel Field of Deerfield 
wounded. In Septeml>er, a si*outing i)Hrty of six men, sent 
out from Fort Dumnier, was attacke<l while at dinner ; two 
of them were killed, three were captured and one escaped 
to tell the tale. 

c.pt wriubt •f»i» Scarcely had Capt. Wright returned from 
Ordered Out. liig exiKnlitiou (after Gray Lock) than he 
was again ordered to enlist another com- 
pany of forty men, and scour the woods. Ho succeeded in 
obtaining twenty-five soldiers from among the northern 
troops and came to Northampton for the rest But the 
sudden api)earance of the enemy who caused the mischief 
in August and September, brought him an order to look 
after the safety of the upper towns, and very nmterially 
delayed his preparations. Col. Stoildard thought that if 
he could start immediately for Otter Creek, there might be 
a possibility of intercepting the marauders. But men and 
stores were hard to get, the imy of the soldiers was in 
arrears, cold weather was at hand, the duty was hazardous, 
the way difficult, and the imi)ression prevailed that the red 
men were ready to bury the hatchet. Consequently Capt. 
Wright did not get away until the 10'** of October ; was 
gone about a week, but discovered nothing. 

Peace Declared. Marquis de Vaudrcuil died on the 25'^ of 
October, 1725. He was succeeded by the 
Marquis de Beauhamois, and soon after a treaty of peace 
was pi-epare<l. It was signed by both parties at Boston, 
December 15'*, and ratified at Falmouth, Me., in August of 
the following year. Within a short time presents to the 
value of £300 were made to the Indians. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEST— SOUTHAMPTON SETTLED. 

Tb* w«r rnnoticed SCARCELY anything appeai-s iii)on the rec- 
oo the Town R^c- onls of the various town-meetings held 
^^^ (luring tliese eventful yeai*s, rehitive to 

the war. The condition of affairs wjis similar to that 
which obtained during previous pericxls of strife and 
bloodshed. There wa-s the same sudden enlistment and im- 
pressment of soldiers, the same billeting of men upon the 
inhabitants, the same excitement of guard-mounting, 
watching, warding and scouting. The startling alarm, fol- 
lowed by the same quick gathering, the same hurried pur- 
suit, was supjdemented by the sad and melancholy return, 
bearing the mutilate<l remains of friends, neighbors or 
kindred. The history of these four years was but a repeti- 
tion of the daily life of the community during all those 
other years of Indian warfare. Through all the horrors of 
the situation, no notice of the possible danger, nor any 
suggestion for adei|uate protection, was deemed necessary 
by the town in its corporate cai>acity. Precautions were 
taken to guard against surprise, and for safety in case of a 
raid, but all these matters were left to the care and super- 
vision of the military authorities. No real apprehension 
of a concerted attack upon the town was at any time man- 
ifested. Danger was most imminent from roving bands of 
Indians, small detachments of whom were known to be 
watching the settlements. As heretofore, men planted 
their fields or gathered their crops in constant fear. From 
all quarters came appeals to the authorities for guards, lest 
interruption to the work of the husbandman should bring 
famine and starvation. Throughout the war the enemy by 
means of a series of movements made by small bands, kept 
the country in a state of constant alarm, and steadily en- 
larged their collection of scalps. No attack was made upon 
t It 
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any town in the valley, but the Indians, constantly on the 
alert, fell upon such small unguarded companies of the set- 
tlers, engaged in their daily tasks, oh came in their way. 

No Fortiflcationn Very little seems to have been done in the 
deemed Nece». way of fortificatiou duHug this war. But 
**'^* a single item of that nature apix*ai-8 upon 

the town books. In December, 1724, among the accounts 
allowed and paid by the Treasurer, is one for five loa<ls of 
*' poles" for "M' StoddartVs fort, 2 lbs. of candles and 
wood and poles for the watch," the whole amounting to 
46s. 8d. Mr. Stoddard's fort must have been either a pali- 
sade about his house, or a tower or place of rendezvous for 
the guard. The former method of enclosing the town with 
palisades was not again employed. A few years afterwards^ 
during the next French and Indian war, a system of forti- 
fied houses was adopted. Other ** forted houses " may have 
existed at this time, but in all probability the fortifications, 
if any, were erected by their owners and not at the public 
expense. 

Schoolmaster** No material interest of the town was neg- 
Wage. iDcreMed. lectcd in couscqucnce of the unsettled state 
of affairs. Though the citizens quarrelled 
among themselves, they were apparently united in carrying' 
forward the work of sustaining those institutions that were 
vital to the welfare of the community. For a number of 
years the schoolmaster had been paid at the rate of £40 per 
year. An increase of £5 was voted in 1725, when Mr. Allia 
was emploj'ed. Tliat sum was to be paid him for two 
years **provoided He Continue in the School among us.**^ 
Mr. Samuel Allis* lived in Hatfield, and there is an entry 
of 3s. i)aid ** for going to Hatfield after the schoolmaster. **^ 
The next year he was paid £48. 

The Sewer coDtro. A divisiou of scutimeut of some years 
Teny Becomes a standing, cxistcd iu the community, arisinir 

PoUUcal Factor. - .. . x * xi i. 1^ 

from questions growmg out of the acts of 
the sewer commission api^ointed to change the channel of 

1 Samnel ADU wm the cob of Icbabod AllU of Hatfield. He was graduated at 
Harvard College and ordained at Eaat Enfield In 17f7. 
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Mill River. That iindertaking and its successful issue have ' j 

ahvaily Ikh^u cletaile<l. ' The controvei-sy reacheil its lieight i 

after the work had been accomplished, aiijmrently center- ; J 

ing upon the matter of ai^sessments. Public oi)inion dif- j ! 
fered in rei^ard to this question, and it entered largely into 

the representative election. ' '\ 

ADduiHmitTuni. For ten years, from 1716 to 1725, legislative , '. 

the L««»fiHutiv© honors were divided lietween Joseph Par- ;] 

sons Esq., and Col. John Stoddard. Pre- : .' 

vious to this date, five times in succession, from 1711 to 
1715, Mr. Parsons had been elected. Col. Stoddanl, then a i 

young man, but of approved counige and ability, was first 
chosen in 1716. The year following Mr. Parsons was 
elected, and during the next three years Col. Sto<ldard bore 
the honors. In 1721, Col. Stoddard was defeated by Mr. 
Pai-sons, but was again successful in 1722 and 1723. Mr. 
Pai'sons came to the front again the next year, and from a 
sentence or two in the correspondence of Col. Stoddard, the 
inference may be drawn that the sewer quarrel was the 
main cause of his success, though dissatisfaction with the 
establishment of the blockhouse— Foi*t Dummer— may 
have aided in bringing about that result. Gov. Dum- 
mer in a letter to Col. Stoddard, written in May, 1724, 
says : — '* I observe the choice your town, has made. I am 
sorry for this ignorance and ingratitude." Col. Stoddard 
replies, May 22** : — ** I hear that Mr. Parsons has promised 
to some whom it suits, two things, both unreasonable I 
think, 1"* Tliat the Bhxrk House shall be demolished or at 
least slighted ; 2** to obtain the dismission of the commis- 
sion of the Sewers." The following year, however, Mr. 
Stoddard was again chosen. 

characten of the ^It. Parsous, SOU of Comet Josepli Parsons, ; ^y 
candidatw. ^.^s au old man, then in his 77*** year. He * 1 

was a wealthy landowner, and to him was 
accorded that title, so common in the rural districts of ' 
England, where each little community had its village 
squire. One of the few among the early settlers, to whom 
was given this significant appellation, he was one of the ♦ )f 

1 8e« roL 1, pp. 6184M. \ 
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most honore<l, resi)ecte<l and influential men in the town. 
Col. Stoddard also l)elon;;e<l to the Puritan aristtK^racy. 
His father was the well-belovtMl and venerated nunister, 
and to the confulence and jK^pularity commande<l hy his 
own talents, were addeil the inherited dignity and esteem 
that «lesi-ends from father to worthy son. During these 
ten years Mr. Sto<ldard was elected rei)resentative seven 
times, and Mr. Parsons three. 



Other Cont rover - 
»!*•«. Te»tlni«»ny 
of Jonathan Kd- 
vartla. 



This, however, was only one among the 
many dissensions that had otrurretl in the 
community, since the first controversy in 
which Eilward Elmore was charge<l with 
having caused a disturbance which creattnl **a bi-each or 
rent in the town concerning the Lonl's dayes meetings/* 
Rev. Jonathan E<1 wards Ix^ai's the following testimony : — 

** There were some luigbty cont4'sU and controrertsies ainoag tbem, 
iu Mr. Stoddard's day ; which were luanage^l with great heat and vio- 
lence : some great quarrels in the Church, wherein Mr. Stoddard, great 
as his anthorit y wan, knew not what to do with them. In one ecclerias- 
tical controversy in Mr. StuddanVK day, wherein the chorch was divided 
into two parties, the heat of spirit was raised to such a degree, that it 
came to hard blows. A member of one party met the head of the 
opposite party, and assaulted him, and beat him nnmercifnlly. * * 
There has been for forty or fifty years, a sort of settled division of the 
people into two parties, somewhat like the Court and cautttrjf jtarty^ in 
England, (if I may comiiare small things with great). There have 
been some of the chief men in the town, of chief anthority and wealth, 
that have been great proprietors of their lands, who have had one party 
with them. And the other party, which has commonly been the great- 
est, have been ot those, who have been jealous of them, apt to envy 
tbem, and afraid of their having too much power andinflnence in town 
and church.*' » 



History Corrobn- 
rstM the State- 
ments of Mr. Ed- 
wards. 



While the previous history of the town too 
plainly corroborates the general statements 
of ^r. Eklwardsy no evidence has been dis- 
covered in any way bearing upon the cause 
of the bitter contest to which he alludes. One or two con- 
troversies crop out as the record advances, and in them all 
an evident jealousy between clans or parties is plainly no- 
ticeable. A difference of opinion whether upon an ecclesi- 
astical or any other question, so pronounced as to lead to 

1 Dwighrs Ufs of Edwards, pp. 4M, -164. 
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blows, would naturally be expected to bring the antago- 
nists before the criminal courts, but no record of any such 
result was made. The acts as well as the actors in that dis- 
graceful episode, must remain forever hidden. Tliere 
seems to have l>cen on many occasions a lively clashing of 
opinions, which undoubteilly lead to other heated debates, 
and jKissibly to other knock-down arguments. 

Caring for the Poor. Tliougli moasurcs had bccu t^ikeu early in 
the century to provi<le a i>oorhouse, it is 
not ))robable that such an institution was in existence at 
this time. The number of imui>ei-8 must have been small. 
For 1728, the Treasurer's account names but four i)er- 
sons who were cared for by the town, at an exiK?nse of 
£10.4, and they were distributcHl among a« many different 
l»eople. Between six and sc»ven ])ounds jxir year wei-c paid 
for their entertainment, and in most cases they were cared 
for by their own relatives. A brother would be i>aid for 
boarding his sister, or a son or son-in-law for the care of 
his mother. Under such circumstances there seems to 
have lxH?n little nee<l for a i>oorhou8e. 

Thoma. Porter's Itcuis of exjKjnditure for the Qare of pau- 
Bargain. p^,.g aboiuul. Usually these accounts, never 

very large to any individual, were paid an- 
nually, but a departure from this practice was made in 
1727. During that year Tliomas Porter was given a small 
house and three quarters of an acre of land, near ** Bart- 
lett's gate,'' at the lower end of Pleasant Street, "where 
His Mother Now Lives," on condition ** that He Shall free 
and Endemnify the Town from any Charge Respecting 
The Maintenance of His Mother in default of which the s* 
House and Land to Revert to the Town again. ** Porter 
seems to have had the best of the bargain, for his mother 
died in the following year, and in 1730, he sold the place to 
Jonathan Burt for £40. This lot was first granted to Rob- [ , 

ert Danks, probably during the Indian war, he built a i 

house upon it, and lived there several years. In 1684, the i 

town gave him other lands in Nashawannuck, in exchange . \ * 

for the homestead. It was omened in more recent years by t 

the late Asahel Wood. \ • ^f 
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Fi«t Settlement in The propliecy' of Mr. StoiWnrd, nimle at 
I Southampton. h^q oi>eniiig of tLc century, tliat **nmny 

I young men would plant themselves'' on 

j the strip of land between Northampton and West field, and 

that vicinity, **and so make a village in time," showinl the 
I first sign of fulfillment al)out the time of his death. Set- 

tlers began to turn their attention in that direction in 1729,* 
though definite action was not taken till the following year. 
Measures were then adopte<l which resulted in the settle- 
ment of the town of Southampton. A division of the land 
in that section was m<ido by the pro])rietors of Northamp- 
ton, in 1730, and the first settlers planted themselves there 
permanently during that and the succeeding j'ear. This 
division was made ** amongst the original or ancient pro- 
prietors, their heirs or Jissigns or to any that hold by pur- 
chase under the ancient or original proprietors.'' The de- 
sign seems to have l^een to grant the land only to actual 
sottlei-s, the conditions l)eing that they should occupy their 
home lots within two years. Some to whom grants were 
made, declined to remove, and others were substituted. 
The first mention of the new plantation upon the North- 
ampton records was made December 11, 1732, when an 
order was passed to ** Lay out a Highway over the Branch 
of Munhan River, at or Near Pumroy's Meadow, or Some 
other Sutable and Convenient Place, so as to Accommodate 
the New Settlements." Preaching was provided the next 
f year, and Rev. Joseph Ashley* was the first minister named 

I as having l>een employed there. In December of that year, 

Northampton voted to pay £5 to those persons who had 
advanced that sum **for Divers Ministers who i>reached at 
V I the New Settlement Over Munhan River." From that time 

onward, appropriations were annually made to sustain 
preaching at ** Newtown," till it was incorporated as a Pre- 
cinct eight years afterwanls. Mr. Ashley received from 
Northampton, £44, in 1734, for preaching and board, at the 
*' new phice over Munhan," and £50 in 1735. Two years 
afterwards, Mr. Noah Merrick is named as the New Town 

1 8e« letter to Qot. StouKbton, toU 1, p. 4<& 
J S There U a tradition thnt the flmt bou«e« were baUt in Soutbaaipton in 173t or 

17M. 

t Bar. Joseph Aehle/ was the son of Ssmuel Ashlejr of Westfleld, and was gradua- 
ted from Harvard (!) In 1790. Hs was settled as pastor at Winchester, N. H., in indw 
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Minister, and he was paid £48. For a number of years £03 
•was paid to tlie Second Precinct for ministerial purix^ses. • 

I 
Tn»:.i^**-ni upon the ^o sooncr had the new settlement begun ' | 

NV» Town Fined. boforc trcspossing u|)on tlio territory com- ! 

menced, or rather was first discovered. j 

It may liave Irhju and probably was i)racticeil with impu- 
nity for many years. People residing to the southward, at j 
Westfield and elsewhere, had l>een approi)riating timber 
and using land to which they had no claim. Consequently • ; 
in IT3J, the town voted to prosecute 

** all Snob Pernons as Have already or Shall Hereafter Commit t any \ 

TreHtmss on the Lands belonging to ibe Town in tbe additional! Grant 

on tbe Sontbwardly Part of tbe Township, and Lying between the old ; i 

Grant and Westfield bounds.** 

This action, however, did not prevent the continuation 
of the unlawful practice. Fourteen years later Joseph 
Hawley was choseu agent to proceeil against all such tres- 
passers, and nine persons, residents of Westfield, were 
brought before the court, and fines to the amount of £73.16 
were paid into the town treasury. 



w 



/ 



DeHtruciion of Dea. Dca. Ebeuczer Himt, a descendant in the 
Ebeuezer Hunt'« third generation from Jonathan Hunt, one 
- op y «*. ^£ ^^^ ^j^^ settlers, came to Northampton 

from Lebanon, Ct., about the year 1729. He was by trade 
a ** Felt Maker," and in 1730 purchased the homestead, shop 
and business of Benjamin Stebbins, at the corner of Main 
and South Streets, now occupied by the Hampshire County 
Bank building, and adjoining stores to the west as far as the 
head of South Street. On the night of January 19*^, 173}, \^ 

his shop and contents were destroyed by fire. The loss was 
estimated at a trifle less than £200 ; the shop being valued 
at £50, and its contents at £147. Insurance was then an 
unknown quantity, and the friends and neighbors of Dea. 
Hunt subscribed the sum of £50 towards reimbursing his 
losses. Nearly every person in town gave something ; a 
few individuals gave 30s. each, a number 208., and the rest 
smaller amounts. The gifts were not all from Northamp- 
ton, a number of persons residing in other towns partici- 
pating. At that time silver was valued at 25s. per ounce. 
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It appears also that his friends were liberal in somethings 
besides money. Dea. Hunt alludes in his journal to the 
kindness of his 

** christian friends and neighbors. Thej freely contributed in many 
ways to restore me into business. In nine days time I got to work at 
my trade in my new shop. The fire happened on Saturday morning ; 
some timber was got that day for another shop and the remainder on 
Monday, and all hewed and some framing done ; Wednesday it was 
raised ; Thursday it was shingled, boarde<l and my bow room filled in 
with brick. Saturday I did something at my trade, and on Monday I 
was settled to business.** ^ 



BftitlDK Stock Re- 
st rlcUd. 



In 1734, i>ei*son8 were prohibited from bait- 
ing cattle or horses in the common field and 
leaving them 
** tedderedin the Night time Nor In the Day time Save In His owne 
Laud : or on Such part of the Highway as borders on His own Land 
and that Xo Cows be at any time Baited In s^ field : And that No per- 
son Bait any Cattle or Horse Kind In s^ field Save on His own Land.'* 
1 Huat*s Journal, JuddMSS. 
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uncertainties and vicissitudes of four Indian wars. Friends 
and neiglilK)rs had been killed, wounded or Carried away 
captive ; houses had been burned ; seasons of want and 
hardsliip had intervened ; and yet notwitlistanding all 
these discouragements the town hail increased in wealth 
and population, and great additions had l>een made to the 
church. Always intei-ested in the material as well as spir- 
itual welfare of tlie town, zealous for everything that 
tended to its prosperity, few questions of real importance 
concerning its best interests, were decided without the ap- 
proval of the venerable pastor. The large congregation 
was by no means harmonious, either in an ecclesiastical or 
worldly point of view. Wrangling and contention were 
rife, and rare tact and judgment were required to guide or 
arbitrate between them. But with the expansion and in- 
crease of the town came more arduous and exacting labors 

1 Dwlfflit*sLif« of PrcsldMit Edwards, p. 101. v 
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CHAPTER IV. 

JONATHAN EDWARDS SKTTLED AS COLLEAGUE PASTOR. 

I 
4 
PMt.»nit« of Rot. Rev. Solomou Stoildard, the venerable and 

Mr. sioiidard. venerated minister, haid now reached his 
8*-^"* year, having passed by three years the 
half century line of his jiastorate. His life liad been an 
uucouunonly active one. Town and churcli had prosi)ered ' 

greatly under his spiritual lead, and he had grown old and | 

infirm in the service of the people. 1 

*• While the exii>ting members of the church, with scarcely an excep- / 

tion, regarded him as their spiritual father, all the actiug inhabitants / 

of the town, had grown up nudcr his ministry, and had been accos- 
tomed, from infancy, to pay a respect to his person and character, and 

a deference to his opinions, such as children pay to those of a loved \ 

and venerated parent.^ * 

Since his ordination tlie town had suffered the miseries, \ 
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for the minister. Up to this time lie had performed all 
his duties unaided, but the weight of yeai-s, together with 
other aceumulatiiig infirmities, i*endered assistance in his 
work impei*atively necessary. So feeble had he l)ecome 
that onl}; with great difiiculty Wiis he able to preach more 
than once on the Sabbath. When his people began to 
realize the true condition of affairs, they at once and with- 
out hesitation set about providing a colleague. However 
much they may have bc»en divided upon other mattei*8, they 
were united and generous upcjn this projwsition. At a 
town meeting held April 4th, 17*^5, the annexed votes were 
unanimously adopted : — 

** The Town taking into Consideration that their Reverand Pastor M' 
Solomon Stoddard being far advanced into years And that through His 
Age And Some Infirmity that He is attended withall the whole work of 
the Ministry being too Hard for Him. 

*' 1**. Voted Unanimously to Qett Some Meett Person to Assist Him 
In the Work as above s*. 

2*^ Voted to Chnse a Committee to Manage the affair In Providing 
Such Person as above s*. 

" The Committee then Chosen for that Service Was : 

*' John STi>DDAiu>, Esq 

Cap*. EBE.NEZRR PUMROY 

Dea. Eben' Wright 
Dea. Jou!7 Cijlrk 
Dea. Sam" Allyk 
Joseph Hawlby 
Joseph Parsons, Esq." 



Prompt Action bj 
the Committee. 



Full powers were given to this committee 
to act iu the premises, and they proceeded 
in their work without delay. Apparently 
some uncertainty existed as to the proper person to fill the 
position. Though many young clergymen throughout the 
country were eligible, public opinion had not then crystal- 
ized upon any individual. A question had undoubtedly 
come suddenly upon them, which no one was quite ready 
to decide. At all events there is no indication that the per- 
son who was finally selected, was at that time the choice of 
the committee. Their first move was to send one of their 
number in search of a candidate. Accordingly Dea. John 
Clark was speedily dispatched to Hartford, Ct. He was 



li.' 



wmim 



„,Jiin|iirfdhYG9^gk. 



1«5.) JONATHAN EDWARDS A8 COLLEAQUR PASTOR. 43 

al»sent oiglit days, but seems to have accomplished noth- 
ing. Wliom he interviewed on his journey is not reconied. ; 
In May, 1725, lio was paid 38s. " for going to Hartford for 
a minister." Jonathan Edwards was at that time Tutor in 
Yale College, living .it New Haven. If application was ' 
made to him, illness soon rendereil it impossible for him to ' j 
entertain a projiosition. In the fall of 1725, he was severely ; 
ill, and did not fully recover till about the middle of the ' i 
following year. Soon after, Dea. Clark went again on the j \\ 
same errand, and was jmid 4s. " for going twice to Hadloy.** , ;j 

Rer. urari ciiaun. Au engagement was nuulo with Mr. Israel 
cey Engaged Chauucey* of Hadlcy, aud he was employed : | 

em|K)r« j. blaring the hitter part of that year, and till j 

August, 17'^0. Jlr. Chauncey was paid £13 for assisting 
Mr. Stoildard one quarter, wliich ended in February 172 J. | 

From this it «ipi>ear8 that about three months elapsed before j ' 

an assistant wjis prmrured. The town took no action rela- I 

tive to the employment of Mr. Chauncey. He was hired 
by the committee evidently without thought of a perma- * 

nent engagement. . It is possible that the community 
already had Mr. Edwards in view as a suitable person for 
colleague pastor, and while awaiting his decision, delayed 
as it may have been by illness, Mr. Chauncey was employed \ 

temporarily. It may be believed that the venerable pastor 
himself suggeste<l the name of his grandson for the posi- 
tion. At all events Mr. Edwards came to Northampton 
early in August, 172C, though he did not resign his tutor- • 

ship till September, after he had received a call from this 
church and town. The last payment to Mr. Chauncey was . 
made on the 3** of August, and the first to Mr. Edwards on 
the 29*** of the same month. He then received £5 ** for his- 
ti*avel and one months assistance to Mr. Stoddard in the 
ministry.** 

1 Israel Chaance/ wa« the son of Rev. Isaac Cbaunc«y, second minister at Hsdtox, ' ■ / 
He wfts graduated at Uarvanl College In 1724, and taugbt school at Hadley, daring a | 
portion of that year. After bis senrlces In this town, he preached at Hoanatonnoek, | 
but becoming delirious be returned to bis father at Hadley. On account of bSs !»• | 
flrmltf be was confined in a small bouse near the parsonage. This building caogbt 
lire In the night, and he was burned to death. He was accustomed to cry lire during 

the night, and consequently no notice was taken of his cries at this time. He bad j 

been Inrited to settle at Korwalk and Olastoubury, Ct., but declined. j 

f 
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Mr. Edwanu Com- Mr. IMwarcls prcached here about a month 
m«nc«s Prrftrhinc before an invitatiou was extended to him 
ort anp on. ^^ settle, A longer probation was not 
needed. He was by no means a stranger to this commu- 
nity, and the proposition to become colleague jwistor with 
his grandfather, was quite satisfactory to himself and his 
friends. Previous to his a)>pointment as tutor, he had been 
selecteil to preach to a sjnall Pivsbyterian church in New 
York City, and had occupiotl the puli)it there for nearly 
nine months. ProjKJsals had subsiH|uently been made to 
him from other congregations, all of which he declined," 

Proposition, for tbc Fomial actiou was first taken and an invi- 

Settlement of Mr. tatiou extended to Mr. Edwards during tho 

last days of the month of August, but 

- there is no rtvord of any town meeting at which any such 

vote wjis jMissed. A favorable resi)onse was received, and 
; before Novemln^r the way Wiis pave<l for the ensuing action 

' on the part of the town : — 

1 •• At a Lcgall Town Meettiiig In Northampton, November : 21'^ : 1726 

J The town taking Into Consideration : a vote Paswtl by the town Ag*« : — 

29*^ Last past For the Invitation of the Reverend M' Jonathan Edwards 

to assist onr Reverend Pastor : M' Stoddard In the work of the Minia- 
i try. In onler to a Settlement : and from what Experience we Hane Had 

of Him bjr His preaching And conversation as also from His character 

from other Places. 
' ** The Qnestion was pnt : whether it Was the Mind of the Town that 

j the Committee Shonld Invite the Rev' M' Jonathan Edwards to Settle 

i amongst Them In the work of the Ministry And In Convenient time ta 

\ take office Amongst them : And it Passed In the affirmative by a very 

• Qreat Majority. 

h "Attest Ebenezer Pnmroy Moderator. 

]| '*Then the Matter Being Considered that a SuUble Settlement and 

j Support Shonld be offered to M' Edwards for his Encouragement ta 

take s' office and Trust upon Him : Then the Town Proceeded to Make 
the following votes : 

'* Viz. !•* : The town voted to Gine to M' Edwards (Provoided He 
take office among vs) ten Acres of Land Against Slow Bridge Next by 
John Alexanders Land : to be Laid out by the Direction of the Com* 
mittee as shall best Snte And A Comodate Him for a Pasture. 

1 In iTtt. Xr. Edwards rrcelred an loTltatloo from the cbnrch In Bolton, Ct. Tb* 
terms and conditions on vhlcb tbe settlement wss arranged were deflnltaljr flzsd« 
and In Korember of tbat year be signified bis acceptance of tbem oTer bis own slir« 
naturs. Just at tbis time be was elected Tutor In Yale College, wblcb be aeoeptad* 
and tbe eburcb In Bolton waited In Tain two years for bim and tben settled soms oo« 
•lss.~Ksw Englander, rot It, p. 690 (Sept. IWIl. 
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•* m^y : The Town Voted to Giue hiu forty Acre* of Land Up Miiii- 
biin River aboue Pumrys Meadow : So as Not to Enterfere upon Either 
division. But to be I-aid out In Cuuimon Land: by the direction of the 
Coiuiltee as aforesd. 

3:'y : Tlie Town vote<l to Giue M' E«lwards three Hundred pounds 
toward Or for a Settleuientt : to pun*ha9s Him a Homestead, or build- 
ing : or both as Their ahsM be Ofation. 

4:'y : The town vote<l that if the aforenl Sum of three Hundred 
ptmnds be Not Suflicieut to Commodate M' Edwards with a Sutable 
Habitation : that they would doe And Giue afterwanls that which 
Sliould l>e Sutable And Convenientt To A CommiNlate Him. 

5:'y : The Town voted that one Hundred pounds Of the Enterest 
Money In The trustees Hands of the townn ProiK.rtion of the fifty thon- 
Fand iHiunds Loan Should be Implyed for the vse aforesid In Part 
toward M' Edwards Settlementt. • 

••6:'? : The town voted to Giue M' Edwards as His Salary one Hun- 
dretl pounds A year : but if the value of the Money Should Rise then 
they would not be oblijjed to Giue So Much : but Nut to deminish So 
Much of it but that He Should by the Sallary Haue an Honourable 
And Sutable Maintainance according to the dignity of His oflace. 

•• V^ : The town voted that if Either by the deficiency or Lessening 
the value of Bills or Money that Passeth Now or by the Eucreatte of 
M' Edwardses Family He Should Stand In Need of a Larger Salary In 
onler to his Sutable And Hononrable Maintainance : that they wonld 
add to it So as to Make His Support Sutable And well adapted to that 
Honourable office. 

•* The abouesd votes being Se|iarately putt to vote They were all voted 
the day first abouesd. 

•* Test Ebenezer Pnmroy Moderator.** 

Sale of Land to raise In Order to iiiect the obligations incurred 
Money tocarrr out by the al>ove votes the town decided to 

the Precedinc n *x n -r t , ^ 

rot*.. sell Some Land to pay Part or all the 

two Hundred pounds Remaining to pay 
towards Mr. Edwards Settlement." A committee com- 
posed of "Co** John Stoddard, Lieut. Joseph Hawley and 
Capt. El^enezer Pumroy '' was appointed to dispose of the 
land. Subsequently they reported the sale of " the \Vholle 
of the Common Land on the Hill Called the Round Hill," / 
to John Stoddard in ** Consideration of foui-ty )x>und8 Paid / 
or Secured to be paid to the Town ;*»♦♦«* there being 
in the whole about twelve^ or thirteen acres. '^ Tliis pur- 
chase gave to the Stoddards in connection with the home- 
stead of Rev. Solomon, the control of the large part of this 

1 8e«roL1,p.8M. . 



Digitized by 



Google 



'! I 



46 HISTORY OF XORTHAMPTOK. ll?«. 

charming eminence, including its summit and rear. Tliis 
is the first reference to this locality by name uiion the rec- 
ords. At this time it was covered with forest trees, and its 
future possibilities as the ** Paradise of America" had not 
then entered the imagination of any jK^rson. Another lot 
near ** Baker's Meadow," containing sixjicres was also sold' 
to Mr. Stoddai-d for XIO. Dea. John Clark bought ** fourtyi 
aci-es/' ♦ ♦ *^ Lying In a Place Calleil Pancake HilP 
Plain," for "Seventy-Eight pounds, fiveteen Shilling." 
Here again comes in a nomenclature not heretofore in use, 
but which has been retained to the present day. Josiah 
Parsons bought ** fourty acres" ♦ * '*at a place Called 
Slow Hill," for which he paid •* one Hundred and twenty 
pounds." Though the orthography has been slightly 
changed, ** Slough Hill " is by no means forgotten. On a 
plan of the ** Inner Commons," prejmred in 1754, by Na- 
thaniel Dwight, these two lots, lying just above ** Elweirs 
Island," between Pine and Slough Brooks, are designated 
as " land sold by the town to settle a former minister." To 
Nathaniel Curtice was sold about an acre of land adjoining 

* his homestea^l, near Baker^s Marsh, for which he jmid £3. 
The entire amount received from these sales was £251,15. 

ordinatioaand la- On the records of the First Cliurch, written 
•taiutioo of Jon. ^y R43 y. Mr. Stodtlard, whose hand was then 

• , * *^ tremulous with age, is the following entry, 
{ and that is the only contemporaneous allusion thereon to 
j the settlement of Mr. Edwards over the church : — 

' •• 22 feV 172J. 

I ** Mr. Jonatbaa Edwards was ordained A pastoor of the Choroh of 

\ Northampton.** • 

V It was however on the 15*^ of February, and not on the 

*, 22* as noted by Mr. Stoddard, that Rev. Jonathan Edwards 

^, 1 Pancftko Hill or plain l« a olijcht rise of ground in the Ttclnlt j of the State Loaa- 

tie HoApitaL It undoubtedly derired It* euphonloua title as did Round Hill, from its 
•hap«, whirh la broad and somewhat flat, about two hundred feet aboTe the mean aea 
lereU ality feet le«« th^a Ita more ambitious rival. For raanj jears criminal eieen- 
tlona took place In this rioinit/, and It was at one time called '* Gallows Hill or Oal- 
Iowa PlalB.** 

S la Dwifht'a Life of Edwards, page 1^7, the ordination is said to haTe occurred 
on the 15^ of February, and in accordance with the date of the letter mlaalTe to Ber. 
Mr. Williams, given above, Mr. Stoddard must have been In enor. The entrj naj 
have been made some time after the event, and his mind, nnoertain like his hand, 
tailed la polat of memory. 
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was onlained to the work of the gospel ministry, and in- 
stalleil as colleague pastor with liis grandfather, over the 
chuR'h in Northampton. The sennon on that occasion 
was preached hy Rev. William Williams* of Hatfield, from 
II Cor. 4:7. No other record of the exercises on that occa- 
sion hiis l>een found, and there is nothing hut the following 
letter to show who of the neighl)oring clergy were invited 
to l»e present. This letter not only indicates the then pre- 
vailing laconic stylo of such missives, but it also establishes 
the date of the ordination. ** This day three weeks" from 
the 25*^ of January, would be the 15*^ and not the 22* of 
February : — 

••January 25, 172}. 

** Rev. Sir. Oar cburcb do desire yoor presence and attendance to 
ordain Mr. Jonathan Edwards, this day three weeks. 

Your Servant, 

Solomon Stoddard. 

To Rev. John Williams, Pastor at Deerfield.** 

• 
He enter* upon hu Mr. Edwards was in the twenty-fourth year 
Mioutry ander of j^jg age, Well kuowu to the people per- 
bie Auspices. soually, and came with the best of recom- 
mendations, the indorsement of his revered i 
grandfather. ANHiatever may have l^een the controversies, i 
contentions and divisions existing in the community, there ' 
was practical unanimity in the choice of the colleague pas- 
tor. The sums voted for his settlement as well as the 
amount named for his salary, were generous, and the votes 
adopted from time to time were highly honorable to both * 
l^astor and people. 

Homegtesd Par- Oiie of the first subjccts that engaged the ! 

cUsedforthe attention of the assistant minister was that j 

of procuring a dwelling-place. Within a 
month after his ordination, " the Reverend Mr. E^dwards / i 

being about to purchase a Homestead ** the town voted to [ 

give him eighty pounds, " and tliat to be in full for His 
Settlement," although £300 had already been appropriated 
for that purpose. The place selected by him was situated - 
on King Street, at the comer of what has since been named | 

1 Xr. WillUiDs nmrrled for hU teeond wife, Christiaa, dauf liter of B«¥. So loioa ! 

8toddMd,Aiif.9*«linL I 
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in liis honor, E>1 wards Street,^ and extended to the south 
line of tlie esUite owned by the lieirs of the late J. D. 
Whitney. It was purchased of Jonathan Sheldon of Suf- 
field, in May, 1727. Originally it embraced a portion of 
two homo lots, grantcil when the town was fn*st settled, to 
Isaac Sheldon and Thomas Woodford ; but one half of the 
Woodford lot came by will into possession of the Sheldons. 
At the time of the sale the property was described as a 
** Mansion house, barn and home lot, in Northampton, 
where s'd Edwards now resides," containing three acres of 
y I land. The price paid for it by Ebenezer Pumroy, Town 
Treasurer, was £330. 

•* waiiiDis on Mr. Auioug tlio courtcsics extended to the new 
Edwards.** pivstor was oue for which there seems now 

to be no adequate explanation, and which 
is not kno^v^l to have prevailed elsewhere. Whenever Mr. 
Edwards went on a journey he was accomnanied by some 
J moml)er of his congregation, whose expenses were paid by 

the town. This custom prevailed only in the time of Mr. 
Edwards, and was confined to the first half dozen years 
of his residence here. From 1728 to 1733, there are entries 
on the Treasurer's books of sums paid to different individ- 
uals for this purpose. The fii'st account of this nature is 
that of Joseph Miller, in 1728, who was paid 48s. for 
"waiting on Mr. E^lwards to New Haven, Horse & 17 
days." The next year Sergt. Samuel Clapp for " waiting 
on Mr. Edwards to Boston" was allowed £3. In 1729, Dea. 
John Clark and Phinehas King were each paid 488. " for 
waiting on Mr. Edwards to New Haven. Whether they 
both went at the same time is not stated, but as both ac- 
counts appear, without date, in the same' warrant, it may 
be inferred that he had two waiters on that trip. The last 
payments of this nature appear in 173J, when Dea. Allen 
was allowed £4.4 ** for his son's waiting on Mr. Edwards to 
Boston." On this occasion Mr. Edwards was absent two 
weeks, and Rev. Mr. Barber sui^plied the pulpit. At an- 
other time previous to this, Benjamin Sheldon went with 
the minister to New Haven, and received £2.10. As these 

1. When the rallro«d f rad« croasliigs wer« abolished, la 18M And 1897, tb« sir**! 
WM cbaiiged to lt« prMent posHlon. 
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accounts form a part of the annual budget of town ex- 
j)enses, and are without date, it is impossible to obtain a 
clue to the reason of these joqrneys. Yet as they were 
only to Boston and New Haven, it may l)e conjectured that 
they were made for the purpose of attending commence- 
ment exercises at Harvard and Yale colleges, 

Duti*iioftho*ewho ^V^ult may have been the duties of tliese 
Waited on Mr. Ed- ]>ersons is uowhere stated. Probably they 
''*^** went as companions or protectors, rather 

than in the capacity of servants, though they may have 
combincil the duties of l)oth. During the times of Indian 
disturbances, it was not deemed safe to travel long distances 
alone, and out of that consideration probably grew the cus- 
tom, though at this time i)eace prevailed. In a few years, as 
soon as affairs became i)ermanently settled, the practice 
was discontinued. It is possible, however, that these men 
had other duties to perform. In those days everybody titiv- 
eled on horseback, and undoubtedly one service rendered 
was the care of the horses. Clergymen then, mure than 
at the present day, were the guests of their brother minis- 
ters, and whatever assistance could be rendered by these 
attendants, was grateful alike to host and guest. From 
the payments allowed, the legitimate conclusion may be 
reached that these waiters or companions made themselves 
comfortable at the taverns. These journeys were slow and 
tedious comi>ared with the rapid and luxurious modes of 
travel that now prevail. Seventeen days were consumed 
in the visit to New Haven and return. But a small portion 
of this time, however, could have been spent upon the road. 
The journey to Hartford was usually made in one day, and 
another day would have been ample in which to reach New 
Haven. Of the seventeen days to New Haven, two weeks 
at least, might have been passed in that city. This journey 
was undoubtedly made in the year 1727, as the account was 
allowed on the 3** of January 172}, and may have been on 
the occasion of the marriage of Mr. Edwards, which oc- 
curred in July of that year. The expenses for the attend- 
ant and horse on this occasion were 488., equal to $8, or 
about 47 cents per day. The minister paid his own ex- 
I)enses, except it may have been the keeping of his liprse. 
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About forty-five miles were considered a fair day's travel 
wlieii on a journey of two or three days, though on occa- 
sion i>ei*sons covered fifty or even sixty miles in a day. 
Roads were poor and imeven, settlements widely scattered^ 
and the route in whatever direction, tiresome and lonely. 
Thei-e is little wonder that travelers went in company if 
possible, or that the minister found great convenience in 
having an attendant. The journey to Boston was the most 
expensive of them all. In 1733, the cost to the town of pro- 
viding an attendant to that city was sixteen dollars.* 

air. Edwards' Salary After the death of Mr. Sto<ldard, when the- 
increaaed from entire burdcu of the parish fell upon the 
toHtt.^***^ shoulders of the young pastor, the town 

doubled his salary. According to the vote, 
£100 was gi*anted ** for His Support besides his Stated Sal- 
ary." The next year, but £40 was added, but in 1732, tho 
stii)end was placed at £200. This was in accordance with 
the vote at his settlement, which obligated the town to give 
him an adequate support, whatever might be the fluctua- 
tions in the value of money. During the next five yeara 
the salary remained at these figures. In 1738 he was paid 
£250, in 1739 but £220, and in 1740 it was increased to £280, 
with fire- wood in addition.' The next year twenty pounds 
were added, and he was to have the use of one half of the 

1 Th« Joumej from Xorthamptoa to Boston required ataallj a little nor* than 
two daja, during the llrat half of tHe eighteenth century. But a few houra, howerer^ 
of the third daj were neceaeary. If an earlj start were made but two daja ware 
consumed. On the return it was customary to leave Boston late in the afternoon, 
travel ten or fifteen miles snd rest orer night, reaching home on the third day. Peo- 
ple generally were careful to go on these Journeys in company, both fur aooiability 
and safety. Hartford was easily reached in one day. Horse hire seems to have been 
charged at the rate of one and one half pence per nUle, though the established price 
to Boston— one hundred miles— was for many years twelve shillings, but In 1731, had 
advanced to eighteen shillings ; to Hartford the charge was live shillings, and these 
were probably the priees In Mr. Edwards^ time. Mr. Robert Breck, a merchant of 
Northampton, expended in 1774, £2.19.9 In the round trip to Boston for business pur- 
poses, including hone hire, which was two pence per mile. The first Joseph Hawley,. 
in ICSQ, charged twelve shillings ** for horse to the bay.** Samuel Clapp*s allowance 
for attending Mr. Bd wards f Boston— £S— was about the same—* trifle more— as tha 
expense of Mr. Breek. 

t Enormous quantities of wood seem to have been needed to meet the neoesaltlea. 
of the case. Until a permanent basis for the salary had been decided upon, wood 
was furnished in addition to the flgurea quoted above. The first account was in 
]74(M1, when he had 75 loads: IB loads wei« squired In 17414; 78 in 17434: 96 loads In 
174M ; C4 loiuls in 17444; 80 loads in 174«-7; and 80 loads In 17474. The price paid, 
varied from lOn. and 14c ta fta. and lOn. la 17474L 
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^ieqllestorell land, and his fire-wood. Within the next two 
year8, his comi)ensation was increased to £50, and for three 
years more it remained at £350. In 1745, owing to the con- 
tinuod depreciation of the value of money, Mr. Edwards 
desiretl to have a fixe<l and definite salary, renewing his re- 
quest from year to year, till a basis for a permanent com- 
lH*nsation was adopt e<l, the controversy regarding which 
will be noted in its proper sequence, ^\^lile this discus- 
sion was in progress, a liberal salary was voted each year. 
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CHAPTER V. 



REV. SOLOMON STODDARD. 



Death Mnd Fuueml 
of 3Ir. Stoddard. 






\ 



Rev. Solomon StoJdard died on the 11*** of 
Febi-uary, 172 J, at the age of 8C, two years 
after the j^ettleuieiit of his grandson as col- 
league |>astor. It was a day of genuine sadness and grief 
when the last rites of sepultui*e were rendered. The meet- 
ing-house was filled witli rev<;rent mourners, and with 
swelling hearts and tear-stained faces the great congrega- 
tion listened to the last tributes paid to one whom they 
loved as a parent and revered as a teacher. The funeral 
sermon was preached by Rev. William Williams of Hat- 
field, son-in-law to Mr. Stoddard. In silence the long pro- 
cession wended its way to the cemetery, and when the last 
ceremony ended, there was sorrow and lamentation every- 
where. This universal sentiment of distress was recognized 
throughout the province, and words of tender sympathy 
towards his people, as well as of sincere respect to his mem- 
ory, were uttered from many pulpits throughout the Com- 
monwealth. 

At the following March meeting, a committee was chosen 
to obtain and have printed a copy of the funeral sermon of 
Mr. Williams, and of that preached by Rev. Mr. Edwards, 
on the Sabbath after Mr. Stoddard's death. The two ser- 
mons were bound together, but no copies of the pamphlet 
have been handed down, though extracts from the sermon 
of Mr. Williams still exist 



Parentage, Birth 
and Early Life. 



Mr. Stoddard was the son of Anthony Stod- 
dard of Boston, a man prominent in the 
early history of the colony, and of Mary, 
daughter of Emmanuel Downing of Salem. He was bom 
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October 4"*, 1G43. At the a^e of nineteen, having pursued i I 

his preparatory studies under the famoxis Master Corlet, at » . 

Cambridge, he was graduate*! at Harvard^College, and the 

same year was elected ** Fellow of the House/* In 1C67, he j 

was chosen Librarian of the college, Iwing the first incum- ;j 

1)ent of that office, and held the i>osition seven years. Im- • 

paire<l health, induce<l by too close mental application, 
caused him to accept the offer of Cha])lain to Barbadoes 
under Governor Searle, where he remained two years 
preaching to dissenters. He retumed^to Boston a short 
time previous to the death of Rev. Eleazar Mather. Ac- 
cepting the invitation to settle in Northampton, he became 
a i>ermanent resident of the place in 1C70. Tlienceforth 
his life Ix'came part and parcel of that of the people to 
whom he ministered. 



{■'•■ 



nit Pcitioo and Much of his biography, embraced in the 
Influence In the historical details of his time, has already 
omrouB y. "been spread ujwn these pages. During sixty • 

years of active service, he left an ineffaceable impress upon / 
the ecclesiastical, moral and business life of the toMm. ' I . 

Established as pastor here within eighteen years of its first' ! i 

settlement, and but ten years after the formation of the ! { 

church, he grew up with the community, molded and 
shaixMl the religious education of two generations, and died 
i'evere<l. honored and sincerely mourned. A discussion of 
the position of the church at the time of his ordination, 
and its action soon after, may be found elsewhere in these 
volumes.* That which has been tinned "Mr. Stoddard's 
system,*' more particularly as relating to baptisms, but 
which was in reality the outcome of the Synod of 1662, 
having been adopted by the church previous to his arrival, 
was put into working order witliin two months of his set- 
tlement. Before the close of the following January, more * 
than one hundred persons had taken the -covenant, and a 
large number of their children liad been baptized. Within 
the first six months of his pastorate, fifty children had re> 
ceived this rite, and during the next four years one hun- 
dred more were baptized. This half-way opening of the 
church doors was soon followed by a still further widening 

1 VoLl.p|».flt,tl4. '\ 
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of them ; the unregenerate were admitted as commuoi- 
cants, and the record of baptisms ceased. This occurred 
in 1677, and the practice was not revived till five years 
after the death of Mr. Stoddard. 

Reiigioiu Awaken. His labors Were very successful and many 
*"»«»• were added to the church. Five times 

within the term of his ministrations, was 
there a liberal outpouring of the spirit. Revivals of relig- 
ion occurred in 1679, 1083, 1712, and 1718. The most re- 
markable of these '' harvests,'* as he called them, were the 
second, third, and fourth, though many were admitted at 
other times.* During the next nine years, there was a time 
of stupidity and immorality among the young, hnd conten- 
tions between the ** Court and Country Party," which the 
influence of the aged pastor was powerless to assuage. This 
was undoubtedly the time alluded to by Mr. Edwards, in 
the passage heretofore quoted. The whole number of mem- 
bers admitted during the fifty-seven years that Mr. Stod- 
dard occupied the pulpit here, was six hundred thirty. 

His Influence. Solomon Stoddard was a man of great learn- 

ing and undoubted piety, and he also pos- 
sessed business talents of no mean order ; consequently he 
soon commanded the respect, confidence, and esteem of his 
people. Not only did he win the love and good-will of his 
townsmen, but his talents soon gave him the position of 
leader among the churches in Western Massachusetts, and 
he "possessed, probably, more influence than any other 
Clergyman in the province, during a period of thirty 
years. 



^t 



The Dietinguuhinc ^ characteristic feature in the pastorate of 
Pecauarityofhu Mr. Stoddard was the peculiar doctrine 
which he advocated concerning the admis- 
sion of adults to the Table of the Lord. Though he was 
not the originator of the practice, yet he defended the prin- 

S ** And he wm fftTourM with a more than ordinftrj Presence of Ood In his Work, 
and many Seals of his Ministry: in the Course of which there were three remarkable 
Seasons, In which the Spirit of Ood so mov^d upon the H^iarts of his People, that It 
became almost the general cry of the place. What mast I do to be saved ?**— Boston 
Weekly News Letter, Feb. M, 17291 Obituary probably written by Rer. Jonathan Bd- 
waida. 

t Dwlght's TraTels, ToL 1, p. ML 
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i-iple with so much vigor and ability, that his name soon 
hecame identified with it, and " Stoddardeanism "^ gained a 
strong footliold tliroughout the Province. While an eccle- 
siastical controversy does not properly come within the 
scope of this work, an outline of the position assumed by 
him is perhaps needed in order to form a correct estimate 
of the character of 'Northampton's second minister. 



stoadardeanism The scutimeuts as well as the practice of 

Denned. ^ir. Stoildard, as understood in his time, 

are thus succinctly summarized in an 

anonymous volume entitled ** The Life and Character of 

the late revei-end Mr. Jonathan Edwards, President of the 

college at New Jersey," published in 1765:—' 

*'Mr. Stoddard, Mr. Edward8*8 grand-father and predecessor, in the 
work of the ministry, was of the opinion, that nnoonverted persons, 
con.Hider'd as such, had a right in the sight of God, to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper ; that therefore it was their duty to come to that 
ordinance, though they knew they had no true goodness or gospel holi- 
ness. He maintain*d that visible Christianity does not consist in a pro* 
fession or appearance of that wherein tme holiness or real Christianity 
consists : that therefore, the profession which persons make in order ^ , 

to be received as visible members of Christ*s Church, ought not to be : 

such as to express or imply a real compliance with, or consent to the t 

terms of the covenant of grace, or a hearty embracing the gospel. So | 

"tbat they who really reject Jesus Christ, and dislike the gospel way of ; 

salvation in their hearts, and know that this is true of themselves, may 

make the profession without lying and hypocrisy. Accordingly, he : j 

endeavoured to form a short profession for persons to make, in order ; ' 

to be admitted into the church, and come to the sacrament, answerable 
to this principle. And it took place and was practised upon in North- 
ampton ; and persons were admitted into the church, and to the sacra- 
ment, not under the notion of their being true saints, or that they had 
any real goodness.** 

His Practice. This principle, which was the legitimate j 

outgrowth of the "half-way covenant,** 
was at all points antagonistic to the position assumed by 
the Puritan churches of New England, and caused consid- 
erable commotion among the divines of that day. In the 
£rst place it may be well to consider what his practice 
really was. Did he enroll as church members in full com- 
munion, those whom he admitted under the half-way cov- 

1 This book WAS Tery probablj prepared by Rct. Dr. Samuel Bopkine, fovrtb Mia* - 
itter in Hadlej, settled i& 1751. He was a nephew of Rev. Jonatbao Edwards. 
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enant, tliough they gave no evidence of regeneration ? 
The general belief, supiwrted by tlie combined testimony of 
all who have written uiK)n the subject, is that such was his 
practice. Yet he ** preached earnestly and |)Owerfully uixin 
the necessity of regeneration and a holy life in order to 
salvation."^ It should be borne in mind that the half-way 
covenant was adopted for the purpose of admitting persons 
far enough into the church to allow the baptism of their 
children, with the hope that wlicn once entered and brought 
under religious influences, they would grow in grace, and 
come within the fold. It was simply in furtherance of this 
purpose, that the church in Northampton put its candidates 
" into a stat^ of education,*' requiring them ** publicly to 
take hold of the covenant of the Lord as a grace bestowing 
covenant.** 

Mr. Stoddard's p*- Mr. Stoddard's idea seems to have been but 
cuiur ST»tem » another step in this system of religious cul- 
ioutJMucationf ture. He claimed that ** the Lord's Supper 
is instituted to be a means of regeneration,** 
and so to be employed as an incentive towards the adoption 
of a religious life. The church doors were not even par- 
tially opened to any who were not willing to publicly ac- 
knowledge their belief in the tenets of salvation, by " own- 
ing the covenant,** and " subjecting themselves to the teach- 
ings & government of Jesus Christ in this church & en- 
gaging according to their place and power to promote the 
welfare of it." By this means they formed a connection 
with the church sufficient to admit themselves and their 
children to the rite of baptism. To emphasize and accel- 
erate this process of education was the design and purport 
of " Stoddardeanism." Mr. Stoddard complained of having 
been misunderstood and misrepresented. He did not be- 
lieve nor did he argue that the rite in itself had any saving 
efficacy.* Admission to the Lord's Table was not in his 
view the only qualification for salvation. But whatever 
may have been the opinion of the pastor, the church had 

1 R«r. J. P. Thonpton, Bil». Smen, toL IS. p. 819. 

t ** As Xr. Stoddard explained his Tiew It waa not that Don-beUerera of whatever 
grade abonld use the Lord^a Supper aa a aaviog ordinance, bat that tboee whom h» 
regarded aa nominallj in ebureb connection bj baptiam, tbongb timid and unaatla- 
lled aa to tbeir apiritaal atate abould nee tbla ordinance aa a meana of graoa.**— Blb» 
Sac, ToL 18| p. at. 
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prescril>ed the metbud of mlinittiug i)ersoii8 to full mem- » j 

Iwrshij), and the records contain no intimation that it bad ( 

ever been changed. Neither is there anything to be found j 

in them authorizing tlie statement that Mr. Stocblard 
adopteil a form of confession in accordance with his own 
jH^culiar views. 

The Reforming Synod of 1G71I, declared that i)erson8 
must make profession of faith and re|)entance in onler to 
gain full admission into the church, and Mr. Stoddard ad- 
mits that he voted in its favor. Tliough the doctrine advo- 
caiteil by him was only partially discussed in that assembly, 
the inference is undcmbteil that notwithstanding the ad* 
mission to partake of the holy rite of communion, which 
was then pnicticed in other churches if not in Northamp- 
ton, candidates must ailso make a profession of faith and 
re))entance. Mr. Stoddard was not so inconsistent as to 
preach one doctrine and pi*actice another. 

Tb« schtme Pro- No reliable data are at hand sufficient to de- 
muiK»t«d. termiue when this method was introduced 

here. Theiv is a proljability, however, that ; , 

it was in pnu'tice in Northampton as early as 1C77, within * ^ 

five years of the si'ttlement of the second minister. In \ 

that year, IncreaM» Mather, in an election sermon, de- \ 

nounceil the prevalence of **Stoddardeani8m*' among the \ 

clergy.^ Two years later Mr. Stoddard seems' to have up- 
hehl this theory at the session of the Reforming Synod, as 
far as he was jiermitted. It was not, however, till the 
ojH'iiing of the eighteenth century that he alluded to the 
subject in the pulpit. Tlie public discussion of the ques- 
tion between Increase and GJotton Mather on one side, and 
Mr. Stoddard on the other, commenced in the year 1700, 
though the sermon in which the latter fully explained his 
views was not delivered till 1704, nor published till three 
years later. Books, pamphlets, sermons followed each 
other in quick succession for eight or nine years. In 1709, 
Mr. Stoddard published the final vindication of his system 
in a sei*mon entitled, ** An Appeal to the Learned, Being a 
Vindication of the Right of Visible Saints to the Lord's 
Supper, Though they be destitute of a Saving Work of 

1 Walker** Creeds and Platfonna ot CooffreKatlouaUaa, p. Ml v 
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(Jod's Spirit in their Hearts ; against the exceptions of In- 
crease Mather." Here the matter rested till twenty years 
after the <Ieath of Mr. Stoddard. The discussion was re- 
vived by Jonathan Edwards in 1749, and was continued 
through the century. 



lu PopuUritj. The doctrine advocated by Mr. Stoddard 
was popular during his lifetime, and nearly 
all the churches in the Hampshire Association, which em- 
braced the old County of Hanii>shire and three towns in 
Connecticxit, practiced the system. At the time of the dis- 
mission of Mr. Edwards, not more than three of the twenty- 
five settled pastors within the limits of the Association 
were decidedly an ti-Stoddardean.* 

Tradition Coucern- 111 coimcction witli tliis belief, and so curi- 
iDf Hia own Con- Qusly explanatory of it in part that one 
^*"**"' might wish it were unimpeachable, comes 

the tradition concerning the conversion of Mr. Stoddard 
himself. Nothing appears to establish the reliability of the 
story, yet the possiliility of its truth wonderfully illumi- 
nates the position of the Northampton pastor. It would, of 
coui^se, have more value and force, had Mr. Stoddard been 
the originator of the practice he so strenuously upheld. 

This tradition is related by Rev. Dr. L»athrup, who set- 
tled at West Springfield soon after Mr. Edwards was dis- 
missed, when the recollection of that bitter struggle was 
fresh in mind. His statement is that, when Mr. Stoddard 
was installed over the church at Northampton, he had not 
been converted. His wife, widow of his pi-edecessor, Rev. 
Eleazar Mather, becoming convinced of this fact, arranged 
a series of weekly meetings with other Christian ladies of 
the congregation to pray that the pastor might experience 
a change of heart. '' At length Mr. Stoddard was led to 
notice that on a certain day of each week, in the af temoon, 
his wife was wont to go out as to some appointment.^ His 
curiosity becoming excite<l, he asked her ** what it was that 
called her away with such an unvarying regularity each 
week. She told him frankly. ♦ ♦ ♦ This set Mr. Stod- 
dard upon a course of most serious and earnest thinking,^ 

1 '*8todd«rdeuUMB,**KewSngUnd«r,lSM,ToL4,p.»li. 
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and some time afterwards, while admiiiisteriiig the Lord's .' \\ 

Supper, he suddenly had such " a new and wonderful reve- i 

lation of the gospel scheme," that he was scarcely able to » 

complete the service.' ; 1 

Proposes to Etub- About tliis time he advocatcil the cstablish- ] i 

iisbsxstionsi nient of a '* National Church.'' He con- 
"** tended that individual churches should be 

accountable to some controlling authority, else ** every par- 
ticular Congregation is absolute and independant, and not 
resiionsable to any higher Power." The proposition, how* 
ever, did not meet with general acceptance, and no attempt 
was made to carry out the suggestion.' 

Takes Part In the In the fall of 1679, a Synod of the churches. 
Reforming sjnod. called the *' Reforming SjTiod,'* was con- 
venetl at Boston by order of the General 
Court* Mr. Sto<ldard was a member of it and took a 
prominent part in its deliberations. No published report 
of the proceedings of this body was ever made, and the 
Journal of Peter Thacher* seems to be the only record of 
its transactions at present available. Its results were 
printed by order of the General Court, but not its proceed- • 

ings. An episode in the debate in which Mr. Stoddard M 

prominently figured is thus related by Mr. Thacher:— | i 

•• After Lecture y sins of oppression was in debate & soe m' Wbel- 
lock declares y* yer was a cry of injustice in y* magistrates^ ministers 
were not rated [taxed] w« Occasioned a very warme discourse. M' 
stodder charged y Deputy [Whellock] with saying what was not true 
St y* Deputy GoTem' told him he deserved to be laid by y heals Sdc^ 
after we brokeup y* Deputy asked forgivenesse of him St told him bee 
freely forgave him, but m' Stodder was high. 

** 19 Sept. *79. Y* Deputy owned his being in to great a heat & de> 
sired y* Lord to forgive Stci Stm' Stodder did something tbo* very lit- 
tle by a Deputy." 

1 Kew Englander, 1884, ▼oL IS, pp. 614, tt& 

t I>ext«r*s Congregationalism, p. 6101 

8 Its dutj WAS *' tb« reuinn of the pUtfonne of dieclpljne agreed Tpon bj tte 
ebarchee, 1817, and what elae ma/ appears necessarj for the preventing schlshmss, 
baereslea, prophaness, ft the establishment of the churches In one faith 4 order of 
the gospeU.**~Records of If assachnaetts, toL ^ p. tlSi 

4 The entire Journal is published In Walker*s Creeds and Platforms of Coogrsgk 
tionalism, pp. 417-4111 \ / 
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Tb« syntciii Di«- ilr. Stcnldard seems to have been gi-eatly 
cusned. exercised by this afTair, and was not easily 

api)easetl. As was the custom in the plain- 
spoken debates of that time, there was undoubtedly an in- 
terchange of sharp words, all the more bitter because of 
the earnestness of the disputants. On the same day the 
"Half way Covenant" was partially discussed. Thacher 
thus refers to it under the above date : — 

•* Ys day y^ discnssed y* r«ine*lyc* and debated at y* end of each Par- 
agraph : y** was mnch debate abont Perfums being admitted to fall 
comni anion & M' Stodder y ininiHter offered to dispute against it A 
brought one argument. M' Mather was respondent M' Oaks Modraf, 
but after some time y* rest of his argumts were deferred St at present 
it was eased.** 

Mr. 8tod<i»rd*t Ver- Tlio opjwsitiou of Mr. Stoddard was to 

•loo of the Debate, the report of the committee, and not to 

the proi)osition to allow unregenerate per. 

sons to come to the communion table. His own version of 

this affair is annexed : — 

•• The words of the SjTiod are these— It is requisite that Persons be 
not admitted unto Communion in the Lord*s Supper without making a 
Personal & Public Profession of their Faith and Repentance. I shall 
giTe the world an Account how the matter was acted. Some of the 
EUders in the Synod had drawn up a Conclusion, That persons should 
make a Relation of the work of Qod*s Spirit upon their hearts, in order 
to coming into full Communion. Some others of the Elders objected 
against it, and after some discourse it was agreed to have a dispute on 
that question. Whether those Profesctors of Religion as are of good 
Conversation, are not to be admitted to full Commmiion. provided thej 
are able to Examine themselves, and discern the Lord*s body. Mr. 
[Increase] Mather, held the negative; I labored to make good the 
Affirmative ; the result was That they blotted out that clause of Mak- 
ing a Relation of the work of Ood*8 Spirit, and put in the room of it. 
The Making a Profession of their Faith and Repentance ; and so I 
Voted with the Rest, and am of the same judgment stilL** * 

According to Mr. Tliacher, the discussion was evidently 
cut short. The Synod was unwilling 1o enter upon an in- 
terminable debate ujion a question that had not been pro- 
pounded for its deliberation. 

1 Mr. Stoddard's Appeal to the LeATocd. 
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Published Sermon.. Muiiy sonnons Were published by Mr. Stod- | 

dard, several of wliicli have since been re- 
printed. The list of his printed discourses nuniWrs twenty- 
two. In 1703 he preached the ** Annual Election Sennon" 
before the Legislature. 
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Per»onM Appear- Very little is kuown concerning his per- - 

"<»• sonal appearance, and no portrait of him ^ 

has been handeil down. *' His Statxire was 
something taller than the common Size« his countenance • 

comely, his Presence venerable ; his whole Look and Be- \ 

haviour such as gave those who convei's'd Nnth him, occa- 
sion to say of him, as the Woman of the Prophet, I per- 
ceive that this is a holy Man of God/'* ** His conversa- 
tion was grave but delightful and very profitable, accom- 
l)anied by a very sweet affability and a freedom from mo- 
roseness, often plesisantness, but not lightness or vanity." • * 

Imagine a tall, s))ure man, of sol)er and solemn demeanor, \ 

stern in aspect, clml in the regulation ministerial costume of f 

the day, sedate in manner, alert and business-like in action ; ) 

yet with a coui-tesy and affability of bearing that speedily 1 

won the resi>ect and venemtion of all with whom he came « , 

in contact. | ] 

He Preached with- He Hot ouly preached without notes him- { | 

out Note., but gelf, but argued strongly against their use i * 

p^JIL^hi Sari ^Y othew. In a sermon published in 1724, | i 

»<>»>•• entitled, *'The Defects of Preachers re- | 

proved, ** he denounces the custom of reading sermons. The | 

practice he says, ** may be tolerable when men's memories f 

become imperfect by age, but ordinarily it is not to be \ 

allowed.** ** Till his 8G** year (in which he died) he was a 

constant Preacher one Part of the Lord's daj^s and at a 

Monthly Lecture, without the use of Notes at all." • Ap- 

pai-ently his discourses wei-e all cai'efully prepared, but 

were not usually completely written out. One hundred 

fifty of his sermons are contained in a small 12"* MS. vol- 
ume, five and one half by three and one half mches in size, 

on a page and a half of which is written the notes of an 

entire sermon. The whole contains one hundred thirty- 

1 Boaton Weeklj Haws Letter, Fab. fd, ITU. 

S aeT.Xr.WIUIama'PttnaralSarBMNi. . 
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one lines ami averages about sixteen words to a line. It 
would occupy about five pages in type such as these pages 
are printed u|>on. This little leaf, written more than two 
hundred years ago in characters so minute that tliey can- 
not bo deciphered, though the ink has not faded, nor the 
paj>er been defaced by much handling, represents but a 
minute portion of the labor and thought of a man whose 
*• Light and influence went out thro' the whole Country, 
and * * gaue a Name and Reputation to the Town." • 

Hu Pn»chioR Pow. His semious were argumentative, full of 
erfal And Cod- thought, aud lus manner plain and con- 
'"*^°*' vincing. "He was well skill'd in the 

learned Languages ; well vers'd in the religious Controver- 
sies that relate either to Points of Doctrine or Church Qoy^ 
ernment; and was himself a ready & smart Disputant." • 
His disputation with the Mathers gave him a reputation 
equal to that of any clergyman of his time. Throughout 
life he was a close student and acquired a fund of general 
knowledge, as well as a copious ** measure of all useful 
learning, especially in Divinity."* He denounced with 
vigor whatever he thought to be sinful or frivolous in the 
social life of that day. Judge Sewell records that, in a 
sermon delivered at Boston, at Commencement time, in 
1707, he " Spake plainly in Several Articles against Super- 
stition. Spake against excess in comencem't entertainments. 
Gov' called at night with M' Stoddard, and told me I 
should cause them to conclude."^ This last remark may 
be construed to mean that the Governor thought that 
Judge Sewell, by the authority of his oflSce, had great power 
of reform in these particulars. 

PMtor. ''As a pastor he was diligent, laborious, 

constant; wise, faithful, compassionate."* 
In spiritual matters he ruled the town with a firmness and 
authority that was seldom disputed. In fact, so complete 
was his control ecclesiastically, that his opponents in de- 
rision, named him ** Pope.** 

1 Boston Waeklj News Letter, F^b-fOl. int. 

t Boctos Weeklj Howe Letter. 

a Ber. Mr. WllllMns* Fanerel Sermott. 

4 XeMMbtteetu HUtorio«l CoUecUoiie, eerlee S, toL 6i» p. lit 

ft Boetoo Kewe Letter. 
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Repeated vi«u« to Mr. Stoililartl made for many years an an- 
BottoD. iiual Wsit to Boston, where his father lived 

and where his brotliers, who were honored 
and respected citizens, resided. But there is no evidence 
that he was ever allowed any one ** to wait on him," as was 
the case with his colleague and successor. There are indi- 
cations, though no positive proof, that many of these jour- 
neys were made in the company of some of the neighbor- 
ing clergy. Aside from the attractions of home and kin- 
dred, it is certain that Harvard College Commencement 
was the controlling motive of these visits, and probably 
nearly all of them were arranged so as to embrace that 
honored anniversary of his Alma Mater.* On many of 
these occasions, indeed on nearly all of them of which 
there is any record, he preached one or more sermons either 
on Sunday or Lecture day. 






Judf« s«weir» Wary. Strong mutual friendship existed between 
the Northampton pastor and Judge Sam- 
uel Sewell, whose guest he was on many of these occasions. 
Many notices of these visits appear in Judge SewelFs Jour- ^^ 
nal. From 1G85 to 1719, thirteen of them are recorded. 
Many allusions are made in the Journal to the sermons and 

lectures of Mr. Stoddard, and in every instance with evi- } \ 

dent marks of hearty approbation. The Judge was in the 

habit of sending some little remembrance to his friends in ( J 

the country though he may not always have made it a mat- , 

ter of record. In 1707, he writes : " I gave Mr. Stoddard, 
for Madame Stoddard, two half pounds of chockolat, in- 
stead of comencemeut cake and a Thesis." The following 
year ^Ir. Stoddard was again present, and on commence- 
ment day he " craved a blessing in the Hall, & Mr. Wil- 
liams of Hatfield, returned thanks." Eleven years after- 
wards, he records : " I send to Mr. Stoddard of North- 
ampton, 2 or 3 p^ of Reasons [raisins] and 1 p^ of Almond 
in a paper bag by Dea. Sheldon." 

In 1716, Judge Sewell journeyed into the Connecticut 
valley, and of course paid a visit to his friends in North- 

1 ** He o«*d for mmnj jcara togttber to make bis AnauiU VIslU to Boston, «i th« 
time of the Commenceinent ; end the daj after to preach the PahUe Leetare to a . 
nameroua audience, expecting and glad to hear hlm.^— Boston Weekly If ewe Letter. 

\ 
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ampton. He writes: "Tuesday went to Northampton, 
Frary going to Westfield, Piloted us. Staid 2 or 3 hours 
with Mr. Stoddard, dined with him and Madam Stoddard, 
who is lame of Sciatica, and yet spins at the Linen Wheel. 
Mr. Stoddard brought me going to Pascomack.'* 

The friendship existing between these men was still 
further exemplified on the occasion of the death of Judge 
Sewell's wife, which occurred in 1717. * Under date of Dec. 
0'**, the following entry may be found : ** Am much re- 
freshed with Mr. Stoddard's Letter of condolence, which is 
excellent. I soked in Tears at reading. ♦ ♦ ♦ I take 
Mr. Stoddard's letter to be an answer to my Prayer for 
God's gracious looking upon me." ^ 

Mr. Stoddard a Buti. He was uot ouly a minister of the Gospel, 
neM Man. j^^t lie was a man of good business abili- 

ties. Besides preaching two sermons on 
Sunday, delivering the weekly lecture, and attending to 
his pastoral duties, he found time to cultivate his farm, as 
indeed all ministers in those days were compelled to do, and 
gave not a little attention to the every-day affairs of the 
town, as has been abundantly manifested in the preceding 
pages of this work. With a keen interest in the welfare of 
the settlement, he gave much thought to various business 
projects which resulted in great advantage to the commu- 
nity. It is needless to repeat them. His correspondence 
with the authorities is invaluable ; his suggestions were in 
the main practical, and in some instances shadowed forth 
methods that in after years were adopted. His letters are 
the most reliable, and in several instances the most satis- 
factory record of the events they relate. Honored and 
venerated by all, " a wise & judiceous Casuist, whose Ad- 
vice & Council wei*e much sought & valu'd by the per- 
plexed & scrupulous," • he was not only regarded as a spir- 
itual guide, but his counsel was also sought in secular 
affairs. His opinions were quoted in the correspondence of 
prominent townsmen with the provincial authorities, and 
his guiding hand has already been noted in many affairs of 
importance. 

1 XMMohiiMtUHUtorio*lCol1»cttoM,t6r.a^ToU.ft|t,7. 
S Boston WMkly Xews L«iUr. 
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Indian Tnwiition. The respect and deference bestowed upon 
the clergy by the Puritan settlers, were also 
extended to them by the Indians, who regarded them with 
much the same feelings shown to their own medicine-men. 
The incident related by the Canadian Indians concerning 
Jlr. Stoddard,* may have been correct, but in all probabil- 
ity it was but the rei>etition of the story related by Rev. 
Hope Athei"ton, first minister of Hatfield, concerning his 
experience in the Falls fight. In this case the narration of 
Mr. Atherton was corroborated by the savages, and may be 
regarded as truthful.* Tliese men were contemjioraries, 
and it is easy to conceive how the same tradition may have 
been nmde to do service for both of them. 

3i«rruite. On the IS*** of March, 1670, he married 

Esther, widow of his predecessor, Rev. 
Eleazar Mather. They had eleven children, six daughters 
and five sons. Mrs. Mather had three children by her first 
husband, the eldest of whom was six years old at the 
time of her second marriage. They took up their residence 
at the parsonage given to Mr. Mather by the town, and 
lived there till about the time Eliakim Mather, the young- 
est son, came of age, when the Mather homestead was sold 
to John and Moses Lyman. In 1C84, Mr. Stoddard bought 
the Clesson place, on the eastern slope of Round Hill, and 
within a few years built a house there. — 

Esut«. Mr. Stoddard accumulated a large estate for 

the times in which he lived. It was inven- 
toried at £1126, exclusive of books and wearing apparel, 
besides " several hundred pounds *' due on bonds lodged in 
Boston. His real estate comprised one hundred twenty- 
eight acres, fifty of which was meadow-land, and the r^ 
scattered in different parts of the town. In his library 
were four hundred ?ixty-two volumes, four hundred ninety* 

1 Tb« tradition related hj the Canada Indiana to their Eng Uah captlvea In that 
coontry waa that once when Mr. Stoddard waa paaalng "* Deweja Hole,** betweea 
Northampton and Hatfield, a Frenchman In ambuah, leveled hia gnn at the minlater, 
but hia Indian companion adviaed him not to ahoot, aa that waa the Engliahman^a 
Ood. An experience of a aimilar nature Is aaid to have oocnrred while Mr. Stoddard 
waa medluting upon a sermon In an orchard at Deerfleld.- Dwlght*s travela, toL 1« 

p. an. 

t yoLl,p.»4. \ 
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cue single sermons and pamphlets. By will he left his wife 
the use of one half the house, one half the meadow land» 
the income of the money at interest, also ** my servant man 
during the remainder of his service ;" £60 were also placed 
at her disposal, and £12 in meat and meal. The eldest 
son, Anthony, pastor of the church at Woodbury, Ct., was 
given £220, with what he had received (his education at 
Harvard College), and all the books and apparel. To each 
of his six daughters, all of whom were married, he left tho 
sum of £120, with what he had already given them. Col. 
John Stoddard had one half the real estate, and all the 
homestead after the death of his mother, and if he should 
live four years in Northampton, all the land wherever sit- 
uated. Mrs. Stoddard died in 1736, at the advanced age of 
ninety-two years. 
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CHAPTER VL I \ 

\ 

NEW MBBTIKQ-HOU8B. { 

i 

A New Meet i air. MoRB than Seventy years had passed since 
House uDder the second meeting-house had been erected. 
•CUM on. j^ ^^ becoming old and shaky, and was, 

moreover, altogether too small to accommodate the large 
and increasing congregation. Every year it was found 
necessary to expend considerable money in repairs,' but 
not enough seems to have been done to arrest the hand of 
decay, and the building was becoming more and more di» 
lapidated. The question of building a new meeting-house 
was in agitation several years before definite action was 
taken. It was first brought forward in town-meeting in 
March, 173$. As usual there was a conflict of opinion on • 

the subject. A disagreement concerning the location of the 
building seems to have been developed before the matter 
was presented to the town. "" 

A Decuioo to Build. The first voto upou it declared ** that When 
they did Build a Meetting House; ;t Should 
be Set on the Meetting Hill ; as Near as it Can be Conve- 
niently to the Presentt Meetting House. ** Undoubtedly 
this division of sentiment delayed the work, for no more is 
heard about it till the latter part of 1735. In November of 
that year, a vote was " passed in the aflSrmative by a very 
great majority,^ to " build a Meeting House, Get the tim- 
ber, fraim it. Raise and Cover it, by the End of y* next ' I 
Summer.'' In the same vote it was provided that the house 
should be " about seventy foot long and about forty-six or 
forty-eight foot in weadth, with a Steeple or Bell Coney 

1 The bOT* deliflited hi maltinff targets both of tbo Moetinf-bouM Mid school- * 
bouee, and ecftreelj a jear peaacd wbea tbo town wm not called npon to ozpoa^ 
■ometlnies as much aa a pound to replace broken glaea In theae boUdlnffs. \ 
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(balcony) at tlie end." The exact dimensions of the biiihl- 
ing were left to the judgment of the committee apix>inted 
to carry the vote into effect. This boily was composed of 
Col. John Stoddard, Eben' Pumroy, Capt. John Clark, 
Capt. Preserv** Clapp, Ensigne El>en' Parsons, Ensigne 
Ebenez' Clark, & Joseph AVright. 



The Probable Re»- 
800 for Building. 



Probably the determining cause of the 
above vote was the extraordinary revival of 
religion that prevailed during the summer 
of 1735." Under a state of feeling where sixty, eighty and 
one hundred jx^rsons pi-esented themselves for admission to 
the church at successive communion seasons,* the absolute 
need of larger accommoilations for Sunday services, was 
apparent. 



Committee iteut to 
View Meetiug- 
Houeee. 



Before the decisive vote was passed, proba- 
bly during the two years which elai^sed 
after the fii'st one was adopte<l, and the final 
decision to build reached, Joseph AVright and Nathaniel 
Curtis, undoubtedly under instructions from the selectmen, 
" viewed " many meeting-houses with reference to procur- 
ing a plan for tlie proiK)sed building. Without doubt they 
examined some of those more recently erected. It is only 
known that Curtis went to Lebanon, Ct., and that they 
were allowed 60s. for expenses and services. Both were 
master workmen, and were employed in building the new 
house. AVith the final vote to build was coupled another 
authorizing the expenditure of £100 for the purchase of 
glass and nails. 



Gathering Materials. 



During the succeeding winter and spring 
materials were gathered for the edifice. 
Timber was cut ou the commons, and men were paid by the 
load, both for cutting and carting. Some of it was brought 
from " over Beaver Brook," some from the south side of 
Manhan River, some from **over Robert's Meadow," and 
some was obtained at a nearer point. There are accounts 
for carting eighty loads of timber, ''5 loads of sleepers," 

1 Tba entire population teemed to h% under conrietion of sin. ** There waa 
•careelj a single person in the town, either old or joung, that was left uneoneemed 
about the great things of the eternal world.**— Bev. Jonathan Edwards* Xarrative of 
Surprising CooTerslonfl, p. IlL 

S n)ld,pp.lt»t«l 
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** loads of poles," ** 2 loads of sprouts," &c. In connec- 
tion with the account for cartage, is another covering 
alH>ut one hundred seventy days' labor. Tlie men were 
paid according to the season of the year, some 4s. and 
others 58. i>er day. They were undoubtedly employed in 
fi-lling the tinil>er and preparing it for transpoi*tation. 
Jlost of the stone used in the foundation was brought from 
the ** mountain," prol>ably from Mt. Tom, and from Rocky 
Hill. The j^rices paid for carting were from 7s. to 15s. ; 
generally from 10s. to 12s. Tliese materials were placed in 
the highway in the vicinity of the old meeting-house, and 
there the timber was scored, hewed and framed, ready for 
raising. Stone for door-stejjs were purchased of Samuel 
Bartlett of Bolton, and he received £10 for them. 

Ao Attempt to AVhcu the frame was nearly ready for rais- 
changetheLo. jng, au attempt was made to change the 
*^* ^^ location of the house, and place it on 

the *'Sand Hill between Moses Lyman^s and Jonathan 
Wright's."' But the proix>sition was negatived, and a 
vote passed that the new house should be set " partly on 
North West Side of the present Meeting House, and partly 
from thence North East wardly, on the Ridge of Land where- 
on Edward Bakers fence now standeth."* As some dis- 
satisfaction was still manifested concerning the position of 
the new building, the town two weeks afterwards reaffirmed 
the latter vote, and ordei-ed " that the New meeting House, 
when framed Shall be Set at y* place where it is framing.** 
This building stood in the present highway, and the steeple, 
at the east end of it, was about on a line with the center 
doorway of the present church edifice. 

1 From existing topognpbj it is impossible to asms with eertslaty this proposed 
site. Tn ell probebiiltj it meant merelj snotber position on Meeting-Uoose HIU, b«t 
no ssnd-bill is now in ezistenee hj mesns of wbicb the place can be IdentUled. 
Motes Ljman, grandson of Jobn Lyman, owned at tbis time the nortberlj balf of tb« 
Rer. Eleaxar M^her property (now comprising the sontberly side of Xaln Street 
from Pleasant Street to tb# Hampsbire Coonty Bank) and Jonathan Wright, grand* 
son of Samuel Wright Sr., was one of the owners of the lot at the corner of Mala 
and Elng Streets (First Kstional Bank and WUliston iiomestead), and It was prob»> 
bly at the extreme southeast extremity of Meeting-House Hill, that it was deelred 
to place the new structure, wbicb Is the only point thst seems to satisfy the aboT« 
conditioas. 

9 From the abore description It is probable that there was an error la the loea- 
lioa of the second meeting«house, and that It may have stood opposite tbepfeseai 
entrance to Oothie Street, and not at that of Center Street as heretofore stated. 
8eeToLS,p.S10L 
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The Frame R*i»ed. Durfiig the summer the foundations were 
laid, Gideon Hale being paid £6.12 for 
"moulding the underpinning," and the tinil>er was made 
ready for the frame. Everything was prepared for raising 
in September, and on Tuesday, the 21*' day of the month, 
the work was commenced. It was apparently the inten- 
tion that the raising should be done by voluntary labor, 
\ but after the sills were laid, the town voted to hire men for 

j that purpose, pa>ing them 58. per day and furnishing 

liquor. In a week's time the entire frame of the building, 
with the exception of the spire, was in place. The town 
treasurer's account shows that seventy-six men were em- 
ployed in that work, fifty-four of whom labored five days, 
; and the others a shorter time. Forty-nine gallons of rum, 

and thirty-six pounds of sugar were required to get the 
timbei*s into place, and twenty gallons seem to have been 
consumed while the framing was in progress, making in all 
sixty-nine gallons of liquor that were required for this part 
of the work, besides a number of barrels of ** cyder,'' as 
well as several barrels of beer. Dea. Ebenezer Hunt thus 
describes in his Journal the work of raising the frame : — 

** In November, 1735, we passed a vote to build a new meeting house 
70 feet in length, 46 feet in breadth, and proceeded to get the timber 
the winter following ; and in the summer of 1736 we framed it— Mr. 
Joseph Wright master— and on the 16*^ day of Sept we laid the sills, it 
being on Thursday, and appointed to begin to raise on Monday follow- 
ing, bnt that proved a wet day ; so the town met together and agreed 
to hire 60 men to raise the meeting house and to give them 5s. the day, 
they keeping themselves excepting drinks, and on Tuesday morning 
they began to raise, it being the 21** day of said Sept. and they raised 
ail the posts in the length of the house, excepting two of a side ; and 
on Wednesday, the 22^, they finished the body of the house, and put up 
two beams ; and on Thursday the 23<* we put up all the beams and made 
some preparations for raising the upper part of the bellf ree ; and on 
Friday the 24*^. we finished the scaffolding and raised one half of the 
bellfree ; and the next day the 25*^ it rained till noon, and in the after- 
J noon they finished the body of the bellfree ; and on Monday, the 27*^ 

i ; of said month, we finished the raising of the bouse ; and we have 

abundant cause to take notice with thankfulness of the kindness of 
', . Qod to us in protecting and preserving the lives and limbs of all 

\ i those that were active in the building of the house, for except the 

Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it. 

** On Thursday, the 21** day of July, 1737, the spire of our meeting 
house was raised with good success, for which we have cause to be 
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thankfu). On Friday, the 5*^ day of May, 1738, we polled down the 
old uieedng bouse, without hurt to any man, or to the new house.** 

Accidrnu. Notwithstanding the amount of intoxicants 

consumed, the laborious task of raising the 
hnj;e frame was accomplished without accident. But dur- 
ing the following year, two pei-sons wei'e injured, while at 
work on the building. Jonathan Strong was paid £3 for 
*• setting his bone, broken while working at y* meeting 
house," and £3.10 was paid to "j'* bonesetter for setting 
Ebeuezer Bui-t's thy,'* 

Tb*' Spire. Peir« At the annual town-meeting in 173?, the 
anase«t«. buildiug committee reported progress and 

were discharged. A vote to complete the 
structure during the year immediately followed, and a new 
committee was chosen to carry on the work. The question 
of building a spire or steeple had not been previously set- 
tled, and the matter was entrusted to the discretion of this 
committee, with instructions to " advise with some Work- 
men with Respect to the Height, manner and method of 
Building the Same." It was also " voted that in the meet- 
ing House now a Building, there Shall be Pews made 
round the meeting House and only Seats on both Sides of 
the Alley. '^ Accordingly pews were placed along the outer 
walls on all sides of the building. The " alley,"—" broad 
alley,^' as it is elsewhere called— or broad aisle». extended 
through the middle of the audience room, from the south 
door (there were doors on three sides of the edifice) to the 
pulpit. Twenty-five wall pews were built on the ground 
floor, and these seem to have been all the pews authorized 
by the above vote. But the earliest seating plan extant, 
very probably the first one ever made, contains another 
tier of twelve pews along three sides of the narrow aisle 
which gave access to the wall pews. These pews were un- 
doubtedly put in when the house was built, and the vote 
prescribing " only seats on both sides of the alley, ** was 
construed to mean that all other parts of the house should 
be provided with pews. This view is confirmed by the fact 
that there remains no record of the addition of any pews 
till 1762, when five were constructed, probably in the gal- 
lery. The plan referred to shows a tier of wall pews. 
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flanked by a narrow passageway, then anotlier tier of pews 
with a narrow alley, then a row of benches or " seats/* then 
the "broad aisle." In 1766, four "hind seats," two on 
each side of the broad aisle, were taken out and the 
"ground made into pews." Twenty years elapsed before 
the benches were all discarded, and the entire floor occu- 
pied with pews. * The vote ordering this change was made 
in 1785. 



AVhen the vote about seats was adopted, an 
appropriation of £300 was made for the 



Sfoney Borrowed 
to Pay Current 

UwM*nt* vot^ purpose of finishing the edifice. While the 
work was in progress, £60 were borrowed 
of three individuals — £20 from each — to pay current expen- 
ses. In 1738, an order was made to place benches " before 
the deacons seat, before the fore seats, and before the pews 
against the inner corner pews " for the children. At the 
same time Samuel Phelps and others asked " Liberty to 
make a pew for their daughters in the new meeting house 
on the back side of the north gallery and it passed in the 
negative.'' An exclusive ownership of sittings was not 
sufficiently democratic for the times, and the people pro- 
tested against it, even to the verge of being deemed un- 
gallant. No definite sum is named as the cost of this 
building, but the treasurer's accounts show an expenditure 
of more than £3000, for which taxes were laid. 

Tbe Interior of thie Access to the housc was obtained through 
Edifice. three entrances. The principal one was at 

the south side of the building, facing Main 
Street, and opening into the broad aisle ; there was another 
through the steeple, and a third at the westerly end of the 
structure. The pulpit was on the side opposite the main 
entrance, canopied by a huge sounding-board, which bore 
the figures, 1735, the date of the first vote to build. The 
pews were either square or oblong, with high straight 
backs, and the seats were hinged so that they could be 
raised, in order to allow more room for the occupants while 

1 At the commencement of the nineteenth century there were fortj-nlne pews <m 
the ground floor of this meeting-house, end seventeen pews end fourteen long 
benches la the gsller/. At thst date the duty of seating the meeting-house devolTed 
upon the seleotmen, sod the schedule of IMS, signed by the selectmen of thst yesi^ 
eontalns the n s m e s of 1086 persons to .whom seats were assigned. 
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stamliiig during prayer or while singing. In some houses 
the pew rail was supported by a row of short balusters, 
which gave an ornamental appearance to these pen like 
structures. It is not certain that any kind of adornment 
prevailed here. 

oaiieriet. Thesc Were reached by stairways in the cor- 

ners of the room, on both sides of the main 
doorway, and the galleries extended along three sides of the 
building. There was a i)assageway from the gallery to 
the steeple, but no stairs in the belfry. On the plan 
already referred to, five pews only are indicated in the gal- 
lery, and those were on the side opposite the pulpit. 
Women were seated on the left of the pulpit and men on 
the right. i 



Four other House* Four mectiug-houses, situated respectively 
like this one. in Bostou, Springfield, Hatfield and Long- 
meadow, resembled this one. They were 
nearly of the same dimensions, and similar in style of 
architecture. A picture of either of them would sufficiently 
well represent the Northampton edifice. The steeple of 
each was surmounted by a weather-vane, intended to coun- 
terfeit chanticleer. > All had bells much alike. 

seatiDg the Kew When the new house of worship was nearly 
MeetiDg-Houae. completed, the problem of seating the con- 
gregation in it assumed special importance, 
and in connection therewith arose the question of allowing ; 
the sexes to sit together. Public opinion in this respect ; 
was growing more liberal, but there was still a strong sen- i 
timent in opposition to seating men and women side by : 
side on the Sabbath. During the closing months of the J 
year 1737, a series of votes was passed relative to these mat- r 
ters. Tlie first, in November, provided that males should ; 
be at the south end of the new meeting-house, and females 
at the north ; that the men should sit at the right of the 
pulpit and the women at the left. A proposition to appoint 

1 It U stated tbat the cocks ueed for we*ther>TaBes were sll Inportod, mud wmn 
compoeed of two thicknesses of copper, wblch wer« spresd sbout three inches spMri 
St the center. When the new meeting -hoose wss built in 1811, the fowl wenth^r-vsn* 
wss omitted. >. 
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a seatiug committee of three persons was negative, and 
the former number of five was adopted. This committee 
was comi>osed of " John Stoddard, Esq, Ebenezer Pumroy, 
Esq, Timothy Dwight, Esq, Samuel Mather, and Dea. Sam- 
uel AUyn," They were instructed to "draw up their 
Scheam or Phitt for Seating of the meeting House and pre- 
sent it to the Town," for ai)proval. On this committee 
were some of the leading citizens of the town, and yet so 
important was the matter deemed, that their work was to 
be supervised by the i)eople. In December the town re- 
fused to allow men and their wives to be seated together. 



The Seating Com- 
mittee Instructed. 



V 



At the same meeting it was voted that 
the committee appointed at the. November 
meeting should be established and contin- 
ued, and instructions were to be given them "for their di- 
rection and conduct in prosecuting the design of seating 
the meeting house.'' The meeting then adjoume<l for four 
days, during which time the following rules for their guid- 
ance were concocted : — 

'* 1. Voted That in Seating the new meeting House the Committee 
have Respect principally to men*8 estate. 

'* 2. To have Regard to men*8 Age. 

" 8. Voted that Some Regard and Respect to men^s osef alUiess, but 
in a less Degree.^ 

In these instructions wealth was the first consideration, 
then age, and lastly intellect, ability, and usefulness in the 
community. Heretofore age had been deemed of the most 
importance, and estate of secondary consequence. In sev- 
eral other towns, some of which have already been enu- 
merated, age and usefulness were placed before wealth. 
At this adjourned meeting a committee, consisting of six 
persons, was apiK>inted to " estimate the i^ews and seats." 
In other words they were to " dignify '* the seats, appraise 
their social value, that the seaters might make no errors in 
placing their occupants. The plan of mingling the sexes 
was again brought forward and disposed of in the follow- 
ing manner : *' The Question was put whether the Com- 
mittee be forbidden to Seat men & their wives together. 
Especially Such as Incline to Sit together ; It passed in the 
Negative." Under this qualified consent the committee 
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proceciled to seat married people together iu tlie pews, but 
upon the benches in the center of the house the men were 
placed on one side of the broad aisle, and their wives on 
the other. In some cases husbands were seated in a pew 
and wives on a bench. 

puu or sittings A plan of the sittings, containing the name 
of each occupant, in all probabilit}' the one 
adojited in December, 1737, is here reproduced, but it bears 
no date. The arrangement of pews and seats is identical 
with that of 1750, which has also been preserved; no 
change having been made on the ground floor of the build- 
ing till some years later. On this plan are the names of 
several persons, known to have died in 1738, while on an- / 
other plan, also without date, they ai'e omitted. It con- ' 
tains the names of nearly six hundred )>ersons. i 

Fimt occnpatioB of Tlic ucw house of worship was occupied 
the Nfjw Me^'tiiiR- early in the year 1738, though it was not 
******* wholly completed till the following year. 

It was never fonnally dedicated, for it was not then the 
custom to set apaH the meeting-house for none other than 
religious services. Meetings for military, civil, political, 
as well as ecclesiai>tical purposes, were held within its 
portals.' 

Sf'rioii. Accideot In Befoi^e the new building was ready for oo- 
the old >ieetiDg. cupaucy its Special need was emphasized 
in a most striking manner. A serious ac- 
cident, most remarkable in its consequences, occurred, in 
the old meeting-house.* On Sunday, March 13, 1737, dur- 
ing the morning service, the front gallery fell. The build- 
ing, too small for the large congregation worshipping there, 
was filled in every part. Tlie first great revival under the 
pastorate of Jonathan Edwards, during which more than 
three himdred members were added to the church, had not 

1 '* HoIlneM of placet,** mjs Cotton Xatber. writlnf in ITSO, '* is no more bellered 
In amoDgtbem (the Xev England cbarcbes] than it was in the days of Clemens 
Aleiandrianua, who says that every place ia holy where we receire the knnwledfe 
of God.'' 

2 The above account of this catastrophe is compiled from a letter describing it, 
written by Rev. Jonathan Edwards, under date of Xarch Ift, 1<17 ; from Dea. Ebe n e' 
ser Hunt's Journal, and from an account published in the Boston Weekly Xews Let- 
ter of March M, 1^7. \ 
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wholly ceased, and the attendance on church services wag 
unusually large. Betw^n one hundred fifty and two hun- 
dred persons* were in the gallery and immediately under 
' : it, but no one was killed or seriously injured. 

Fall of the Gallery. Mr. Edwards was preaching from the text 
** Behold ye despisers and wonder and per- 
ish." He had just ** laid down his doctrines,*' when "with 
a noise like a clap of thunder," the whole front gallery 
' fell. No lives were lost, nor above " ten persons were so 

wounded as to make any great matter of it ; • • and 
though many were greatly bruised and their flesh torn, yet 
not one bone was broken or so much as put out of joint 
among them all." This house, erected in 16C1, had been in 
use seventy-six years, and was falling into decay. The 
building had begun to spread at the bottom, the sills and 
walls giving way. Severe frosts during the winter had 
affected the foundation much more than usual, the under- 
pinning had been considerably disordered, and the "ends 
of the joists, which bore up the front gallery, were drawn 
off from the girts on which they rested." The gallery 
seemed to sink in the middle, and people were thrown in a 
heap before the front door. " The falling gallery seemed 
to be broken all to pieces before it got down, so that some 
who fell with it, as well as those who were under it, were 
buried in the ruins and were foimd pressed under heavy 
loads of timber, and could do nothing to help themselves. ** 
" The house was filled with dolorous shrieking ; and noth- 
ing else was expected than to find many people dead, or 
dashed to pieces." The congregation was sitting, and the 
tops of the pews prevented the timbers from coming upon 
those who were under the gallery. In his letter describing 
the catastrophe, Mr. Edwards remarks: — "It seems un- 
reasonable to ascribe it [the preservation of the lives and 

I limbs of the people] to any thing else but the care of Prov- 

idence, in disposing the motions of every piece of timber, 

j and the precise place of safety where every one should sit 

and fall, when none were in any capacity to care for their 
own preservation." The following Wednesday was set 

1 Hunt's Jounial ataUs that ** about 70 peraona fell with the gaHeiy and theva 
wara nearlj aa maaj mora under it,^ while tha Boaton Newa Letter raporta that 
there ware about **S00 In and undareaath It.^ 
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apart as a day of solemn worship to God, "and to praise \/^ 
liis name for so wonderful, and as it were miracnlous, a 
preservation.** 

The Old House Torn An Order was adopt e<l in 1738, to pull down 
Do^«»- the old meeting-house, and dis})osc of it to 

the l>est advantage. On the 5*^ day of 
May it was demolished. Five iwunds and thirteen shillings 
were expended in removing it, and much of the material 
wjis disi)Osed of during the following years. A portion of 
it was useil in the erection of a town house, in 1730, and 
the pulpit and all the pews belonging to the town, were 
given to the people of the new settlement over Munhan — 
Southampton. 

Th« YouoK People I" the old meetiug-liouse much disorder pre- 
nebare Badly at vailed amoug the young people during re- 

**^ "*' ligious services, and it was not strange, con- 

sidering the crowded state of the congregation. In the 
new one, measures were taken previous to its occupation, 
to preserve order. In March 173 J, the annexed vote on this 
subject was adopted : — 

" The Question Was put whether the Town desired the 
Several Justices in Northampton (when the Committee of 
Seaters have finished their Seating) to Exert their Author- 
ity to maintain good Order in the House of God in the time 
of Publick Worship, and it passed in the affirmative.^. 

If the six tithing-men appointed that year were unable 
to keep the children quiet, and it became necessary to call 
on the Justices to assist, either the Sunday constables w^re 
very inefficient, or the disorder must have assumed very 
alarming proportions. 

Porchef Built and When the meeting-house was erected, no 
a Tower Clock porches Were placed over either of the 

Obtained. , «« i»^ ^ . ^i . ^. 

doors. The first movement m that direc- 
tion was made in 1764, when one was constructed over the 
west entrance, and four years later another was placed over 
the south door. A clock found its way into the steeple in 
the course of a few years, but there is no record concerning 
it, and it is uncertain whether the clock was purchase^ by . 
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the town or presented by individuals. Very probably it 
may have been paid for by voluntary contributions. Allu- 
sion is first made to this timepiece in 1740, when Seth Pom- 
eroy was allowed 20s. *' for looking after the clock.'* Other 
accounts to different individuals for this purpose, are found 
in after years. Private parties were permitted in 1784, to 
put up a dial, at their own expense, at the east side of the 
y meeting-house. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

JOSEPH HAWLEY— PHYSICIANS— TOWN HALL— PA8COMMUCIC 

Suicide of joMpk While the subject of building the new 
Hawiey. meeting-house was in agitation, the com- 

munity was greatly shocked by the suicide 
of Joseph Hawley, the second person in town bearing that 
name. On Sunday morning, June 1» 1735, Lieut Joseph 
Hawley cut his throat in his bedchamber, and died soon 
after. He was a man of more than ordinary ability, great- 
ly respected, and a leading citizeiu Many important ofBces ' 
had been conferred upon him, and he transacted much 
business for the town. In nineteen consecutive years he / 

was fifteen times chosen townsman, and from 1716 to 1734, 
was annually elected town clerk. In this capacity he 
charged the town for making rates, and the ministers— Mr. 
Stoddard and Mr. Edwards— for recording marriages. 
These last charges were made in accordance with.the law of I 
1716. He was County Treasurer from 1730 to 1732. Dea. 
Hunt in his diary calls him Lieut Hawley, but no evidence 
of service in the militia appears. 

HiiBasiMM. ^^^^ Hawley was interested in several 

branches of business, and was successful in 
them all. He was a merchant, and for many years appears 
to have been the principal trader in town. He owned an 
interest in a sawmill, carried on boating on Connecticut 
River, and managed a large farm. Much was done at that 
time by the farmers of the Connecticut valley, in the way 
of fattening cattle for market, and in this Mr. Hawley was 
engaged to some extent Droves* were sent from the towns 

1 Samuel Sheldon of Korthampton. w«« one of tho drovers and Dr. ThonuM Walls 
of Deerfleld, waa another. The latUr bad charge of a drora of eattlt from that towa ' 
to Boston, In 1788. He waa absent ten daya and reeeived 96a. for bSs •arrloan. . 

It ^ 
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along the river to Boston, and Mr. Hawley apparently 
acted as agent for the Northampton men. He received pay 
for the cattle, jMjssibly made the sales in Boston, and paid 
the proceeds to the owners, when he reached home. Many 
transactions of this nature are entereil ujx^n his account- 
books, 

PrincipaUj* u«r. In Ul^, he Commenced the mercantile busi- 
cbant. ness, whicli slowly increased fix)m year to 

year. The stock of gooils consisted of the 
usual heterogeneous combination found in an old style 
country stoi-e. Much of his trade was in dry-goods, con- 
sisting mainly in trimmings for meu*s and women's gar- 
ments. Tliongh he sold many articles for female adorn- 
ment, bonnets do not appear among them. He disposed of 
large numbers of silk handkerchiefs, as well as no small 
allowance of rum. The amount of business transacted by 
him was never very large, and the charges on his books 
were not numerous ; a single page answering in some in- 
stances for the accounts of an entire mouth. People evi- 
dently bought only what they absolutely needed, and that 
for which they, had the money to pay. Bills of credit were 
the principal circulating medium, though he did considera- 
ble trade in the way of barter. Powder and lead were in 
great demand, as almost everybody, especially those who 
lived in the outlying districts, did more or less hunting. 
People cast or run their own bullets and buckshot, as very 
little game smaller than deer, wolves, or turkeys was con- 
sidered worth the trouble of killing. Sugar and spices 
were in constant use, and butter, lard, suet, and sometimes 
venison, were sold. Everyone, men and women, smoked, 
and quantities of pipes were disposed of, but very little 
tobacco was for sale, as nearly everj'body raised what he 
consumed. Mr. Hawley was the first person in town who 
sold knives and forks. 

His 8tor« OB •• Pud- It is not absolutely certain where he carried 
ding uo€.'' on ]ji8 mercantile business, but in all prob- 

ability it was either in his own house, or in 
a small building on his homestead. He lived on ** Pudding 
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Lane," ^ now Hawiey Street. He bought tlie homestead of 
Tlioiuas SheUlon. on the opjwsite side of the street from 
his father's house in 1723, and built a house upon it soon 
after. 

A Man of loieiu- Mr. Hawlcy was not college educated, but 
fence. lived the life of a quiet country merchant, 

respected by all, and honored with many 
marks of confidence by his fellow-citizens. He was neither 
a lawyer nor a politician, and did not attain to any judicial 
i»r legislative honors, but was often employed by the tovm 
in imjKjrtant transactions. That he was a person of some 
culture, may be inferreil from the list of books named in 
his inventory, and as they are not classed with " goods in 
the shop,'' it is presumed that they wei*e not part of his 
stock in trade. Indeed there would have been little de- 
mand for them by the common people of the county or the 
town. Among them were Virgil in Latin, an English and 
Latin Dictionary, Cicero's Orations in Latin, a Qreek and 
Latin Grammar and Lexicon, and many books of a relig- 
ious character, including sixty-nine single sermons. 
Whether the latter were manuscripts or printed is not sta- 
te<l ; if the former they were probably inherited from his 
father. 

Religions Despood- Duriug the religious excitement of 1735, 
'°^^' Mr. Hawiey was much impressed, and ex- 

ceedingly concerned about the state of his 
soul. He finally gave way to a fit of extreme melancholy, 
and in a moment of temporary insanity , put an end to his 
life.« 

1 Dea. Sheldon was a sboemaker, and employed a uumber of apprenticM. Ao- 
cordlng to tradition hU wife was In the habit of making huge puddings, on which to 
feed them. From that circumstance the sarcastic gossips of that daj named the 
•treet "' Pudding Lane/'-4udd 1188. 

8 ** In the latter part of May, It began to be very tenaible that tba spirit of Ood 
was gradually withdrawing from us, and after this time Satan seemed to be more let 
looM. snd raged In a dreadful manner. The first instance, wherein it appeared, was 
a pemon's putting an end to his own life, by cutting his throat. He was a gentlemaa 
of more than common understanding, of strict morals, religious in his bebarloor, 
and an useful, honorable person In the town ; but was of a family that are exceeding 
prone to the disease of melancholy, and liis mother was killed with it. He had, from 
the beginning of this extraordinary time, been exceedingly concerned about the sUte 
of his soul, and there were some things in his experience, that appeared Tory hope- 
fully, but he durst enteruin no hope concerning his own good estate. Towards tho 
• 
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• Famiij. • Lieut. Hawley was the son of Josejili Haw- 

\^ ley, who was prominent in the early history 

I j of the town, and was born August 22\ 1G82. He married 

1; in 1722, Rebekah, daughter of Rev. Solomon Sto<ldard. 
They had two cliildren, Joseph and Elisha. The former, 

\ Major Joseph Hawley, was one of the most eminent men 

j of his time. Elisha was killed in the exi>edition against 

1 Crown Point, in 1755. 

I 



I The Mother of Major Rel>ekah, wife of Josei)h Hawley, was the 

r Hawley. eleventh child of Rev. Solomon Stoddard. 

I A woman of great energy and decision, 

I of remarkable industry and economy, she exhibited also 

j business talents of a high order. She was a jx^rson of great 

J eccentricity, of strong prejudices, and aristocratic tenden* 

i cies. Her eldest son, Joseph, was but twelve years of age 

[ at the time of his father's death, and the care of the two 

children, as well as the management of the farm and mer- 
chandise, devolved ui)on her. An expert dairy woman, her 
butter and cheese were in great demand, and probably she 
made more of the latter product than any other person in 
town. In proof of her eccentricity it is relate<l that when 
the suicide of her husband was made known to her she 
was in the daily, and refused to go to him till she had fin- 
ished turning the cheeses.* In 1753, when sixty-seven 
years old, she built an addition -to her house, for a cheese 
room and buttery. A gallon of rum was needed for the 
refreshment of the raisers. She was much oppose<l to the 
marriage of hor son Joseph, and after that event, though 
she lived in the same house with him, she had her own sep- 
arate apartments, and managed her own household. In the 
new meeting-house she was seated in the third wall pew to 
the left of the pulpit, adjoining the pew allotted to the pas- 
utter part of his time, he grew much diecouraieed, and melaocholy grew amalo upon 
him, till he was wholly orerpowered bj It, and was In a icreat measure, past a capae- 
it J of receiring adrlce, or being reasoned with to any purpose. The deril took th« 
adrantage, and drore him Into despairing thoughts. He was kept awake nights, med- 
« Itating terror, so that he had scarce anj sleep at all, for a long time together. And 

it was obserred at last, that he was scarcely well capable of managing his ordinary 
business, and was Judged delirious by the coroner^s inquest.*^— Rer. Mr. Edwards^ 
Karratire ot Surprising Conrerslons, p. 74. 

1 As the eatastrophe happened on Sunday morning, too much credence mnst not 
be gircn to this statemtnt. 
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tor, witli Col. John StoiWard and his mother, Madame 
Studtlard. Slie died Jnne 2, 17C0, at the ago of eighty 
years. 

^,^,^^ In 17'){, crows IxK^ame such a nuisance that 

the town set a ])rice uix)n their hemls, vot- 
ing; to pay i'^d. apiece for all that should be kille<l in the 
fiisuing months of April and May. Either the binls mul- 
tiplitMl rapidly, or they managed to elude the hunters, for 
within five yeai*s the sum wa8 increaseil to 18d., and black- 
birds wei-e added to the list, 2d. each lieing allowed for 
their destruction. 

Town Map. A survcy aud map of the town was ordered y 

in 173?, and instructions given to have the 
iHjunds of the township confirmed by the General Court, 
No record or copy of this survey can now be found. At 
the same time an order was adopted providing that the 
meadow or common field should be "oi)ened and laid Com- 
mon" for five weeks, and after that to be cleai-ed of all - • 
creatures, and shut up till further notice. ^ 

t 

Proposau fur •Flock Frequeut allusious to sheep raising have \ 

of Sheep. Mt. Tom \^^\\ made in these pages, and, as has pre- • • 

Fenced for % Pain -ii it^ji. \ 

tare. viously been shown, much was done by i 

the town to promote that valuable indus- 
try. In 1727, a special order was adopted, providing for 
the clearing of the sheep pasture at the foot of Rocky Hill 
of brush, for fencing with stone along the highway, and 
fertile leasing of the land. Within eight years a more 
definite attempt was made to interest the people in this 
matter. It was voted that if * 

•* A Sufficient Nmnber of persons Would Subscribe and Come under y 

Engagement to bare in this Town to the number of fire Hpndred "^ '1 

Sheep by Some time next Spring, and Effect it that then they would \ 

fence in Mount Tom, for Sheep to be kept upon, vis : to begin at the 

Great River at the Most Convenient place at the South End of the •< ' | 

Mountain, and so fence across from •< Great River to Broad Brook 
Somewhere below the mill Called Stebbens Mill, and also do that upon 
S' Brook from the place where S' fence Comes down to Munhan River, 
or to Some field fence So as to make it a Sufficient fence for that vsa.** 

A committee was appointed to obtain subscribers and 
build the fence. The by-law against dogs over twelve 
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inches high running at large, was revived. Nothing ap- 
peal's to show whetlier the terms of the above vote were 
complied with, but the action of the town indicated that it 

j was confidently exi>ected that the requisite number of sub- 

I scribei*s would l^e obtained. * 



[ uu Tom The origin of the name of this mountain is 

i somewhat in doubt. Nothing i>ositive has 

I come to light relative to its christening. Dr. Holland's 

fanciful and poetical legend resjKJcti ng the naming of Hol- 
[ yoke and Tom hsis been questioned, though there can l)e 

[ no doubt that Holyoke perpetuates the memory of the 

I famous c«ai)tain, who figured so prominently in the early 

{ history of the valley. No allusion to the name has been 

{ found u\}on the records of the town till the above order was 

\ adopted, though the appellation was bestowed upon the 

\ eminence many years before. In fact there is evidence that 

the name had been applied to the mountain within less than 
a dozen years after the settlement of the towa. The 
earliest record of it is found upon a deed of land from 
Capt. Aaron Cook to Joseph Parsons in 1CG2, in which 
thirty acres of land "under Mt. Tom,** bounded partly by 
the highway "under Mt. Tom," was transferred. The 
name may be of Indian origin. In fact the use of it two 
years before " Mt. Holyoke" was recognized (Holyoke was 
first named on the Northampton records in 1664) is an 
indication that the name may have been applied by the 
Indians, but was not in general use till many years after 
its neighbor Jiad become a household word. Still there re- 
ft mains the fact that when Holyoke "was first mentioned, Tom 
was designated in the same document as the "greate 
mountain." 

Efforts to Equauu The issue of paper money in Massachusetts, 
tiM Currency. the causes which led to it, and the various 
methods adopted to bring it into circula- 
tion and sustain its value, have heretofore been suflSciently 
dwelt upon in this work. Another attempt to stay the 
downward tendency of bills of credit was made in 1736, 
but fourteen years elapsed before a specie basis took the 

1 Id lita, there were 057 sheep orer ooe year old. In town ; about one half of them 
were owned by persons llTlng at Sonth Farms, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i:>*.l JOSEPH HAWLEY— PHYSICIANS— TOWN HALU 85 

iJat'C of |mi)or money in tliis Coninionwealtli. Tliere were 

old tenor, middle tenor, and new tenor bills, eaili held at a i 

different valuation. The issue of bills this year was to be 

iH|ual to coineil silver at Os. 8d. jH^r ounce. It was denomi- 

natt^l new tenor, one pound in value of which was to be 

equal to three i)ounds of previous issues. Five years after- 

wanls another adjustment was jiroposetl. This emission 

was of cijual value in silver with the former, but one iK)und 

of the new iH|ualle<l four )>ounds of the old. The name of 

new tenor was applietl to this issue, while that of 1730 was 

calleil middle tenor. Tliese enactments, however, did not 

cluH'k lessening values, and in 1747, old tenor bills were 

quoteil at seven and one half for one of silver. 

surceou««iidPhy«i. For uiore than half a century, no physi- 
*•«•«»•• cian resided in Northampton, and for sev- 

enty-one years the town ha<l been without 
a surgeon. Tlie practice of medicine and surgery seem to 
have lK»en distinct and separate professions. George Filer, 
whose career has l)een already sketched, was the first 
** chinirgcon " here, he having l)een licensed to practice in : 
iri(j5. He remained in Northampton but two years, and ' i 

there is no evidence that any physician lived in town from 
that time till about the year 1730. Nine years more elapsed iy^ 

before another surgeon came. Dr. Samuel Mather seems 
to have been the first resident physician in the place after 
the removal of Dr. Filer. Tlie first intimation of his pres- , 
ence in Northampton, was the payment to him of £20, in ' 
April, 1728, for teaching school. Two yeai-s afterwards the 
town paid him £100 as an inducement for him to settle in \ 

Northampton and practice his profession. For a number \ 

of years he taught the children and administered to the ills 
of both young and old ; but eventually he abandoned peda- *\ 

gog>% taking high rank in his profession, as well as among * 

the leading citizens of the place. | 



Settlement of Dr. Dr. Tliomas Hastings practiced both ** phys- 

Hexekiah Porter, {^.g ^^1 chirurgeiy " in Hatfield, as early as 

1079. His son Tliomas, who died in 1738, 

followed him, and they were the only surgeons in this 

vicinity for nearly fifty years. During the next eleven 
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years there was no " bonesetter '' in this section of the val- 
: ley. Some one attended u\khi those persons who were in- 

; jured at the raising of tlie meeting-house, in 1730, but his 

; name and residence are unknown. Three years afterwards 

; an attempt was made by a few to\vns in Hampshire County 

to prevail upon a surgeon to settle in one of them. North- 
ampton, Hatfield, Hadley, Sunderland and Deerfield, each 
. agreed to offer a sum of money to induce Dr. Hezekiah 

Porter of Farmington, Ct., to take up his residence in 
J either of the first three named towns. A conference of 

I committees from the several towns was held with Dr. Por- 

l ter, and an arr.ingement made by which he was to receive 

} £200 as a settlement. Hadley voted to give him £02 if he 

[ would settle there, and £10 less if he went to either of the 

other towns. Hatfield offered £42 " if he practices for life " 
!- in either of the towns named above. Deerfield decided to 

. give £14, or " what part soever thereof shall be accounted 

[ our proix)rtion with y* rest of y* towns." Northampton 

\ concluded that the town " would do something to encour- 

i age Dr. Porter settling here or in the neighboring towns, 

J viz. : Hatfield or Hadley." A committee was chosen to 

I confer with the committees of the other towns and with 

him, in order to ascertain on what terms he would be will- 
ing to ''settle among them." At a subsequent meeting it 
was voted to give ** our part or proportion of £200, in Bills 
of Publick Credit, first deducting what Deerfield and Sun- 
derland give, and £10 more than Northampton's proportion 
In Case he the s** Porter Settle in Northampton." The 
committee was instructed to "take Sufficient Security for 
his abode and Continuance among us Some years." Dr. 
Porter came to Northampton, and in 1739, the town paid 
him £72, in accordance with the above votes. 

scbooi-HoiiM R*. An order was adopts in 1738, to remove 
moTed. the school-bouse " from the place where it 

now Stands to the Sand Hill, Near to Jona- 
than Wright's House." This was undoubtedly the school- 
house erected in 1C93, and the removal was from one part 
of meeting-house hill to another, in order to make room 
for the Town and Connty House that was built the follow- 
ing year. This was probably very near the point upon 
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whicli it had l>een proposed to build the new meeting- 
house. 

Fiiie. for DeciininK Joseph Bartlett, rather than serve as con- 
thr Office of cuo- stable, after having been chosen to that 
•*•*••*• office, paid a fine of £5. Ensign Sheldon '-^^ 

and John Lyman likewise refusetl to take the oath as fence 

viewers, and were each find 20s. 

Town Hmii and Court. Previous to this date town-meetings as 
lloul^^ built by the X7e\\ as ivligious scrvices had l)een held in 
Town and Couutj, ^^^^ mecting-house ; but soon after the new 
one was built, a movement was made for the erection of a 
building to Ik? used exclusively for business purposes. It y 

toi»k definite shaiK? in March, 173J, when the town decided 
to build a town house the following summer. During all 
these yeai-s the County Courts had convenetl at the " ordi- 
naries" al)out town, and it was deemed a very proper time 
to engage the County in the matter, and by combining the 
two interests, provide a place of assembly for each. Ac- 
cordingly the building committee was instructed to apply 
to the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, to ascertain 
what action, if any, would be taken concerning the mat- 
ter. It was also ordered that the materials of the old 
meeting-house should be used in building the new struct- 
ure. The matter was laid before the County Court at 
once, and it decided to unite in erecting the building, on 
condition that Northampton should pay one half the cost, 
** for building and finishing the same, besides their propor- 
tionable part of the charges of the other half together with 
the towns, of Hadley, Hatfield, Deerfield, Westfield, Sun- 
derland and Xorthfield, to be propoHioned agreeable to 
their province tax.^ Deerfield voted not to join with the 
other towns in the county in paying the expense of this 
building. 

The Baiidiog and This proposition was acquiesced in by the 
Its c«rt. town, and the work was carried out in 1738 

and 1739. An account for labor and mate- 
rials, in 1738, was considerably reduced by the town before 
it was approved. The town and county house was built on 
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meeting-house hill, aud it was found necessarj" to cart away 
considerable sand before the foundation was laid. Un- 
doubteilly it was placed very nearly on the site of the 
school-house that had been removed. It faced the stoi-es 
recently known as " Kirkland block," at one time the resi- 
dence of Hon. Lewis Strong, now Lambie^s block. The 
door was in the center of the south front ; it had four win- 
dows, and on e«ich side of the room were seats or benches 
for sjiectators, facing inwards. The judges occupied a plat- 
form on the side opjKjsite the door.* Ebenezer Pomeroy 
had Ijeen High Sheriff, and had charge of the erection of 
this building. His account shows that the structure cost 
£203.13, and Northampton, according to agi-eement, paid 
one half the amount as well as its taxable proportion of 
the other half. This was the first town hall, as well as the 
first court-house, ever built in Northampton. It was occu- 
pied jointly by both parties for about twenty -seven years, 
when it was superse<led by another structure built by the 
county, expressly for a court-house, in 1763. 

southMopton TasM Strangci-s and other ])ei*son8 not intei*ested 
Voted to that Pro. in the meadows, were prohibited from 
turning their cattle into the common field, 
in 1738. Tlie same year the money assessed at the " new 
place,^ Southampton, was appropriated **for the ministry 
or building a new meeting-house, except what was needed 
for highway purposes." No meeting-house, however, was 
built there for several years. 

A pittfftiity Rui« In Heretofore all elections for town officers 
EiMtioM Adopted, iiaj i)een decided by a majority vote. In 
173{, this method was changed and a 
plurality deemed sufficient in the election of selectmen. It 
was decided that those ''five men that have more votes 
than any othera," should he declared elected. No explana- 

1 ThU building wns Miuare, n stoij and a bnlf In height, with what U known as n 
blp roof, rUIng from each of the four tides, and coming to a point at the apex. Tb* 
lumber used In its conntructlon was nearij all brought down the rlrer from Deerfleld 
and Bemardstun. After the second court •bouse was built it remained unoccupied 
(or about three jears, when it was sold in ITS^tbe town and county Joining In the 
transfer—to Robert Breck, for £8.17. He removed it across the road, to the vlclnitj 
of the site of the First National Bank, and for a long time It was occupied as a stors. 
PInallj It was remored iv Market Street, fitted up and used manj years for a dwell- 
Sac, but has sines bssn demolished. 
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tion is anywliere offered for this vote, and nothing is 
known concerning the occasion for its adoption. It is quite 
l>ossihle that in tlie multiplicity of candidates, no one re- 
ceivetl a majority of all the votes cast, and this was the 
only way out of the diflRculty. Whatever the trouble was, 
it 8?t*ems to have lx?en settled in a short time, for there was 
but one trial of the new plan. The next year the plurality 
vote was rescinde<l, the to>m voting "that no i>erson 
Should be Selectman but those that had a major jmrt of the 
votes. "• 

Patcommuck lu- Pascouunuck, after its destruction by the 
•♦ttied. Indians, in 1704, remained for thirteen 

yeara without an inhabitant. Only a few 
of the heirs of former owners came back to the place. 
^lost of them sold out and removed to other towns. The 
fii-st person to return within its desolate borders was Sam- 
uel Janes, whose father, mother, sister, and two brothers, 
were victims of the massaicre. He was married and settled 
uixm the old homestead in 1717. For alK>ut three years he 
lived there without noighl>ors, but in 1720, John Langton 
piirchased and occupied the homestead of Benoni Jones. 
Eight years afterwards, Lieut. Elislia Searl, whose adven- 
tures while a captive with the Indians in Canada, have 
already been chronicled in these pages, took possession of 
the Searl homestead. Benjamin Janes sold his homestead 
to Jonathan Hunt, and removed to Coventfy. No one 
lived on the place till it was purchased by Philip Clark. 
Moses Hutchinson left no heirs, and his home lot came into 
the possession of Elbenezer Ferry.' 

An Approprution for Thirty-five years after its destruction, six 
Schooling there. families were living on the site of the 
former settlement, and about as many 
more resided in the entire Mountain District. It is proba- 
ble no one live<l at that time on the west side of Mt Tom. 
This little hamlet was so distant from the center of the town 
that the children experienced great diflRculty in attending [ 

school during the winter months. Their case was presented A 

to the town in 1739, and an allowance of "12* per diem'* i \ 

1 For the names of the eettlers at Paeeonmvek at the time of the Isdlaa raid* i' 

tea ToL 1. p. 49S. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^^ 



90 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. [i:». 

was voted for clef raying the charge of schooling during the 
previous winter. It is probable that the school was kept 
at one of the farm-houses, as no school-house was built in 
that vicinity tilll772. 

Southampton niftde In September of the same year, the ques- 
m Precinct. tiou of Setting oflf the new town, " as a dis- 

tinct and separate precinct, so that by con- 
/ . sent of the General Court they might be under a cajiacity 
to carry on the worship of Go<l among themselves,^ came 
before the town. It was presented by an article in the 
warrant, in which the bounds of the proposed district wei-e 
definitely defined. After suitable con^tideration, the re- 
quest was granted, though the consent of the Legislature 
was not obtaine<l till two yeai-s afterwards. In September, 
1741, the new precinct was organized under an act of incor- 
poration. During the succeeding ten years Northampton 
was divided into two precincts or i)arishes, each under the 
care of the minister selected by the residents therein. In 
all other mattere tlie two villages were under the jurisdic- 
tion of the old town, and so continued till Southampton 
assumed municiiuil responsibilities for itself. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

SCHOOL LANDS— SCHOOI^—MILL CX)XTROVERSY. 

KchiH.1 Land* soM. The land sequestei-ed for schools in IfiTO, 
hail been rented to individuals on long time 
leases. When these contracts expired in 1740, and the four 
succecnling jears, the town voted to sell the land and in- 
vest the proceeds at interest. That jwrtion of it lying be- 
tween Bartlett's mill and Danks' Pond (Easthampton), was 
sold in 17JJ. A part of it was lx)iight at private sale, at 
the appraisal of the committee, and the rest was sold at 
l)ublic auction. One iK^ilion, the lower meadow, was pur- 
chased by Josejdi Wright Jr., for £0-^.10.8, and the other 
by Josiah Clark, for £38.13.4. The upper meadow was 
l)ought by Roger Clapp for his son Jonathan for £200. 
^Ir. Clapp afterw\irds desired to be released from his bar- 
gain, and in 1742, it was sold to Jonathan Clapp for £187. 
Within two years the land alwve the mill was sold to 
Stephen Wright and Benjamin Lyman.' The money re- 
ceived from these sales, amounting to £1923.10, became the ' 
principal of a fund, the interest of which was expended 
yearly in maintaining the schools. It varied in amount 
with the fluctuations of the currency, and was loaned to 
individuals on good security. In 1753, it amounted to 
£2005, old tenor, equal to £297.6.8, in lawful money, the 
interest of which amounted to £16.15.13. 

The Mini sterns Not Only was Considerable wood required to 
Woodpile. teep the minister's pot boiling, but occa- 

sional town action was equally necessary to 
keep the woodpile replenished. So great had become the 
delinquency in this respect that it became necessary^ in 
1740, to pass a vote limiting the time for bringing the pas- 

1 Tb« lot U ttlll owned bj hU deseendaate. 
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tor's fuel till "next Tuesday,** and in case it was uot then 
forthcoming, the whole amount needed, including what 
had already lx»en furnisheil, was to l)e paid for fi-om the 
town rate. In the face of such a vote it seems improbablo 
that the quantity of wuo<l furnished on the date mentioned 
: would have been very large. 

Lower Gri.toiiu Ih 174'^, jwrmissiou was granted to Samuel 
««»«»«• and Moses Kingsley and Samuel Marshall 

to set up a Grist-Mill on Mill River, against 
{ the rear of their home lots, if they would build it %vithin 

: two years. This location was on or near the site of the pres- 

ent lower mill (LamVs wire mill), just above the South 
, Street Boulevai-d Bridge. The Kingsleys lived on the south 

• side of the river and Marshall on the north. As the mill 

was not completed within the time si)ecified, the town ex- 
; tended the limit and gave permission to raise the dam to 

; the height of seven feet. 

» • • 

I LawMiit •bout the Tliis led to a contention with the owners of 

J ^"^ the upper mill (now Maynard's Hoe Shop) 

I in which the town became involved, and 

I which was continued for more than thirty years. The mill 

I was built, and had been in operation some fifteen years, 

when it was shut down and for some time remained " un- 
improvetl,** on account of a suit for damages brought by 
the owners of the upper mill, against the Kingsleys. A 
committee was ai)pointed by the town to investigate, and 
on the strength of their repoi-t, it was voted to "save the 
Kingsleys harmless against all actions and demands of the 
upper mill proprietors, provided they keep their mill iu 
order and do not raise the water to a depth of over seven 
feet** In 1765, another suit was brought against the o>vn- 
ers of the lower mills, on account of alleged damages 
caused by the flood of the previous year, which had set the 
water back so as to obstruct the working of the old mill. 
Arbitration was projwsed but the Kingsleys refused to 
abide by it, claiming indemnity from the town. The case 
went before the court, and the Kingsleys recovered. In 
17CG, the town paid the amount awarded by the court and 
appointed a committee to ari*ange matters between the con* 
tending parties. This committee was instructed to fix an 
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•'abiding monument** designating the height of thedam^ 
and tlie Kingsleys were i)ermitied to ** dig in the river so as 
to bring tlie fall in the river below the bridge up to their 
dam.*" 

Th*' controTewx For al)Out nineteen years the matter was 
Continued. apptireiitly settled, when the subject was 

again in agitation. Tlie owners of the up- 
j»er niill once more brought suit, and by mutual consent the 
controversy about the height of the dam was referred to 
arbitrators in 1786. Five years elapseil before the question 
was again oi>ene<l, and then the town complained that the 
lower mill was not kept in pro|)er condition. It had appar* 
ently Ijeen allowed to run do^\'n. In the meantime a change 
of pi-oprietoi*s had taken place, and in 1701, Daniel Pom- 
eroy and Moses and Enos Kingsley built an entirely new 
dam, put in a new water-wheel, and new grinding and bolt- 
ing machinery. "WHien the new dam was completed, the 
si»lectmen and the proprietors of the mill placed an iron 
bar in the rock, thirty-six feet above it, by which to mark 
the height of the dam. This ended the contest, 

controrewy about Nearly thirty years had passed since the 
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ontroreny about x^^r<»njf tuitL^ ^cato aium |N»oc>cn oiuw ixm7 i 

the Common Lands controversy about the common lands had : I 

been adjusted. It was seemingly acqui* >> j 

esced in for a time, but broke out again and blazed into -^ ; 

fiercer intensity than before. This time it was a question ] \ 

of privilege, causing much bitterness of feeling and keep- j | 

ing the community in a constant turmoil. Tlie dispute j 
assumed such proportions in 1742, that a resort to legal \ 
measures became necessary. Once more the question t 

turned upon the right of the general public to cut wood | 

and timber upon pasture and unimproved commona This 
right, expressly guaranteed in the division of 1C84, seems to 
have been overlooked or purposely omitted in. the readjust- 
ment of 1715. The matter came before the town at a meet- 
ing held January 11, 174$, when the following action was 
taken: — ^ 

" Whereas there hath been a Controversie long Snbeisting be t wewi 
the Town & Proprietors respecting their Rights to the Undivided 
Lsnds Near the body of the Town. 
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•• The Town Voted to Choose three wi*e, Jndicious persons to advise 
between them with respect to their Right to the Lands above s' and 
also to their right of Catting of wood, Timber, &c. on the Lots laid 
out. 

'* And that the assessors in raising a Town Tax for the defraying of 
the Charges of the Town, Shall make nn additional Tux for the defray* 
ing the Charges of the Committee, that Shall be Chosen to advise be- 
tween them & the proprietors in the Controversie respecting the Right 
of s' Lauds. 

"And the Town made choice of William Pitkin,* Joseph Fowler, 
and John Bulkley, Esq to advise between them & the Proprietors in 
the controversie aforea*." 

Ebenezer Pomeroy and Col. Timothy Dwight were appointed a com- 
mittee to ** take Speedy & Effectual Care that the Gentlemen before 
mentioned be here as Soon as may be,** & that they also '* provide for 
their Entertainment at the Cost & Charge of the Town." Major Pom* 
eroy and Capt. John Clark were appointed a committee *' to provide an 
Attorney at the Cost & Charge of the Town to manage the Canse on 
the behalf of the Town & to defend their Right before the Gentlemen 
Chosen to advise.** 

Benjamin Alvonl was at ouco dispatched to notify tlio 
above named persons of the action of the town, and 
arrange the preliminaries of the meeting. Undoubtedly 
the case was duly presented, and although the record re- 
mains silent concerning the proceedings or decision of the 
arbitrators, there is every reason to believe that the an- 
nexed vote, passed the following year, was based upon and 
embodies the result of their deliberations : — 

** At a Legal Town Meeting (by adjournment) on Tuesday the twenty 
Second of Nov. 1743 The Town of Northampton then Voted that a Line 
be run from the front of the Long Division (at the Bridge by Hulbert*8 
Saw mill) West by the Needle of the Surveying Instrument three (Quar- 
ters of a mile and from thence a Line be run North Six degrees East to 
Hatfield bounds, and South Six degrees West to the South Side of the 
long Division : and that Another Line be Run parallel to the former at 
a Mile & half distance West from the former ; between which two 
Lines they propose to Oit wood and timber for the Space of ten years 
Next Coming and they then further Voted to Quit, Release and relin- 
quish to the respective Proprietors of the Long Division their Right St 
Liberty and pretence of right and liberty to Cut wood and timber in 
the remaining part of S^ Division (viz) to the £a»t of the first of t' 
Parallel Linea, and West of the Second, and also their Right and Lib* 
erty of Cutting Spruce or White Pine (at 'tis Sometimes (Called) be- 
tween S* Parallel Linee, which right they Challenged by a Vote made 

1 Mr. PitklB, It wiU b« remembered, wm one of the persont applied to by iho 
town tventy-eeren years before, for adrlce resardinf the legality of a former dlvta* 
loB oC the eommona.— See toL 1, p. ftM. 
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Oct. 10'^ : 16S4. They then V'oted to Quit, release & relinquish to the 
Proprietors of the re«i)ective Lotts all their Right and Liberty to Cot 
wool & timber in that Divinion csilled the little Division lying between 
i^andy Hill and Munhan River ; and likewise in that Division Called the 
Mountain Division which right they Challenge by a Vote made Oct. 
1(V\ 16S4. 

** At the Same time they Voted to Qnit, release and relinquish to the 
Proprietors all the right & lilierty the Town have to cut wood or tim- 
Wt in the Laud now Called the Inner Commons, and that land lying 
lietween the Mountain Division and Munhan river and Connecticutt 
River and also in that Tract of Land lying between the long Division 
and the Additional Grant made to the Town of Northampton and be* 
twi'en the road that goes from Munhan River towards We«t field and 
at the West bounds of the Town of Northampton which right they 
Challenge by a Vote of «* Town made Oct lO*^, 1684.'* 

^ttwdtormD^mde A\Tio, if aiiy OHC, wfts employed by the 
and th« ExiM>D«et town OS attoHiey to api>ear l)efore the arbi- 
trators, is nowhere named, but the sum of 
ioO.2.7 was paid for the expenses of the committee, and 
probably included the amount paid to the referees. Benja- 
min Alvord also received £0.6.7 for his services as messen- , y • ^ 
ger. Tliis action settled the question for the time being, / ' 
and was the cause of much rejoicing among the people,* * I 
But the settlement was limited to ten years, and then the \ 1 
question came up again, as fresh as ever. 



The Dupute mgain It was brouglit forward at the annual meet* 
wmxei Hot. jjjg li^]^ Marcli 5, 1754, by an article in the • 

warrant ** relating to the Comon lands not 
included in the Divisions of Comons made before 8* year 
1700, and antient highways." Tlie article was not reached 
till the afternoon session, which opened at two o'clock. 
An animated discussion arose which was prolonged for 
several days. It was continued till nightfall of the first 
«lay, when the meeting was adjourned till the next 
moming at nine o'clock. Then the town ^'reassumed the ; 
dispute," and from nine to twelve o'clock and from two i 
till sundown, it was continued, when a further adjourn- 

1 In regard to Uils settlement, Mr. Edwarda, wrttlag in 170, t^ : — *« And H i« a ; y 
thing greatly to be rejoiced In that the people Terj Utely bare eome to an agreemeat ! \/ 
ftDd noal laaue, with respect to their grand controrersy, relating to their eonoMB I 
lands ; which has been, abore any other particular thing, n soureo of mutmd prejv- / 
dices. Jealonslea, * debates, for fifteen or alitcen years past.**— Tmoy*s Orent Awak- ' 
«olng,p.|DOi / 
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meat was had till Monda}', the ll'*'. Throughout another 
da}' the forensic battle raged "before a vote was reached. 
; Then 

'*theqnestion was put Whether the Town wonid assert their right 

to all the lauds within the boonds of the Town of Northampton which 

are not included in those divisions which the Comons were distributed 

into & which were divided before the year 1700 as well as those lands 

called Inward Comons as anj other, and it passed in the afiirmative. 

j Then the Question was put Whether the Town would assert their right 

• to those parts of the antient highways within the bounds of b* Town 

! which parts have been of late years discontinued and left out by the 

reducing and narrowing of s^ Ways, since the original laying out of 

the same, and it passed in the affirmative.** 

i A committee was chosen to devise some method of divid- 

ing the lands. 

suiu order«d to Ou the 2G'** of March, the town voted to 
j R«^over these commence suits to recover all the lands 

{ undi. alluded to in the above votes, ** Some per- 

; sons having of late years as the Town apprehends, without 

I right entered into and taken possession of some parts of 

{ 8^ land.'* Joseph Hawley and Ebenezer Hunt were chosen 

I agents to carry out the vote. In May they were ordered to 

proceed in the matter of the trespassers, in case they should 
be advised thei-eto by the ** Learned in the Law.** 

Action for TreepeM In August, an attempt was made to revoke 
Against Timothy the above vote, but without success. Exd- 
dently the " Learned in the Law " advised 
that the town had a good case against the trespassers, and 
an action wa^s commenced in September to recover from 
Timothy Dwight a tract of land in the northeast part of 
the town, between the county road to Hatfield and the Con- 
necticut River. It contained fift^'-two and three quarters 
acres, was fenced and described as a sheep pasture. The 
decision of the lower court was in favor of the defendant, 
but the town apjiealeil the case to the Superior Court, which 
reversed the former verdict, and gave the plaintiffs posses- 
sion of the land together with costs of court The next 
year the town refused to give Dwight a title to the prem- 
ises, but in 175C, when the case came again before the 
court, on a plea of ejectment, the parties agreed that the 
former judgment should be reversed and no costs granted. 

i\ 
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This land was undoubtedly one of those tracts which had 
been sequestered in 169{ for a sheep pasture, and had been 
appropriated by Mr. Dwight 

A Finfti Adjiutroent In 175C, another and successful attempt 
of th« Common ^^g made to dispose of the vexed question 
on rorenj, couceniing the rights of the public in the 
common lands. The previous arrangement had been limi- 
tetl to ten years, and when that time expired, the prob- 
lem still remained in part unsettled. A committee was 
chosen to : 

** concert some Terms of Settlement and accommodation of tbe long 
disputes and controversies between the Town of Northampton and 
those who claim the undivided lands of the town commonly called the 
Inward Commons, as Proprietors or Tenants in common respecting of 
right & Title to 8*^ commons, then proceeded to choose M' Joseph Haw- 
ley, M' Noah Clark, Dea. Eben Hunt, Lt. Qideon Lyman, Ens. Joeiah 
Pomeroj, Col. Tim. Dwight, Capt Noah Wright, Lt Caleb Strong, 
Dea. Supply Kingsley,** as the committee. 

On the 20'** of March this committee made their report. 
They proposed that within the compass of two parallel 
lines, two miles apart, running north and south across the 
first division, the first or most easterly one, three quarters 
of a mile west of Hulbert's Sawmill, and the other two 
mills west of it, for the space of ten years, all or any of 
the inhabitants of Northampton, should have the right to 
cut and carry away wood and timber of all sorts except 
white pine. The town was to release and quitclaim all 
title to lands in the inner commons and other parts of the 
town, excepting lands appropriated for highways. After 
considerable debate and one or two adjournments, the town 
adopted substantially the report of the committee, and also 
quitclaimed its right and title to lands in the several divis* 
ions, except such as were reserved for highway purposes, 
after ten years had expired. This decision seems to have 
put an end forever to this much debated question, and no 
further allusion to it is to be found upon the records. ^ 

L*od onnted to Five hundred acres of land were granted to 
usouthwnptoii. the new Precinct in 1743 ; three hundred 
acres of which were to enable the inhabi- 
tants to settle a minister and two hundred in 'Mieu** of 
1 
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their proportion of lands sequestered for the ministry by 
; : the first Precinct. This land was situated on the "back 

* ^ side of White Loaf Hills," an elevation four hundred 

: eighty feet in altitude in the extreme southeastern section 

of the town. 

XewschooUEat^b- During the same year, the question of pro- 
1 . "•»>«<*• viding an assistant schoolmaster or mak- 

j ing provision for schooling children in the 

\ "remote parts of the Town," " Considering that the Chil- 

I dren Are Very Numerous,'* was acted upon. In accord- 

; ance therewith, schools were established on the " Plain,** 

above the cemetery, and on South Street. These schools 
were to be in session four months each, as a winter term, 
and the teachers were allowed £15 each. The next year 
£130 were raised for school purposes, to which was added 
J the income of the money due the town for the school land 

t lately sold. Of this amount £30 were to be used in the re- 

mote parts of the town, and the remainder for the support 
of the Grammar SchooL During the succeeding year £30, 
in bills of credit, old t^nor, were appropriated to be " im- 
proved '* in hiring English Schoolmasters in the " extreme 
parts of the town.'* From this time onward these schools 
were continued, and as the town increased in population 
othei*8 were added. Within five years schools had been 
established at Pascommuck, Bartlett*s Mills, and in the 
second Precinct. 

Dogs Prohibited from The impossibility of successfully main- 
niDDing ftt Lwrg«. taiuiug iutact flocks of sheep, in the face 
of a constantly increasing colony of dogs, 
impressed itself upon the community from time to time, 
and in 1744 the canine nuisance became so intolerable that 
drastic measures were prescribed for its abatement. No 
dog was allowed to go at large "out of the Custody, keep- 
ing or Sight of his master or ovmer, or the keeper, any- 
where within the Limits of the s* Town,** under a penalty 
of 208. A committee of ten persons, called " informers of 
the breach of the Law,** was chosen, and steps were taken 
to confer with Hatfield and Hadley for the enactment of a 
similar by-law ** for the encouragement of keeping sheep.^ 
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Infringement, .po. Notwithstanding the efforts to prevent 
the Highway* »ij*in them, eucroachments upon the highways 
ivait with. couhl not be eutirel}' prevented, and in 1744 

anotlier attempt was made to bring them to an end. The 
rojuls were rej)orte<l to Ije in many phices narrow and en- 
cunilKTeil with buihlings and fences. In several instances 
the town liad granted abuttors certain rights in the high- 
ways. Encouraged apparently by this lil)erality, others 
seem to have appropriated without authority similar priv- 
ileges. An order was adoi)ted to search out and report all 
such offenders, but the result was not made known. 

An rnfriendiy Vote. The uufortuuate controversy with Rev. 
Mr. Edwards, which resulted in his dis- 
niissid, originated in events which occurred during this \y^ 
year, and the following vote, of slight importance in itself, 
seems to indicate that an unfriendliness towards him pre- 
vailed to some extent early in 1744. At a town-meeting 
held on the 5**" of March, " The question was put whether 
the Town will pay the Charge of bringing ilr. Edwards, 
his daughter from Brookfield, & it passed in the nega- 
tive." This is all that is known concerning this vote ; there 
is no explanation of it either upon the records or in con- 
temiK)raneous documents. Wliy the town should have 
Ixen reijuested to pay this expense, or why there should 
have been any occasion for it, is Jio where shown. There 
3 been reasons for such a decision other 
with the pastor, and it is hardly con- 
ch feeling should have been manifested 
of the affair. But in view of the fact 
loney had been paid in former years to 
ig on Mr. Edwards ** when he traveled, 
inconsistent, to say the least, that this 
Id have been denied. > 

rdn went to Boston, to nttend % eonrention of the olenij. 
1 bU eldest dsugbter, Samb, on n pillion behind hiM. 
some other mishep, she was left behind at Brookfield, on 
transportation was required, has not been asoertalaed, 
something of the kind occurred, which gaTe rise to this 
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A workhouM m Forty years before this date an Almshouse 
Agiuiion. iiad been provided, but for many years it 

had ceased to exist. Paupers were cared 
for in the families of their relatives, or others, who were 
paid for the service. In 1745, a movement was made to de- 
termine the expediency of "building a proi>er and Conve- 
nient Work House, to Set Idle and poor people to Work.** 
John Stoddard, Ebenezer Pomeroy, and Timothy Dwight 
were appointed to consider the matter and report. Proba- 
bly the people were not quite ready for such an experi- 
ment. The committee made no report that is now extant, 
and the subject was not again brought before the town. 

unmiy Youth to Great anuoyauce was experienced by the 
iM Inspected. good pcople of Northampton on account of 
the unruly and unlawful proceedings of the 
youth of the town. Damage was constantly perpetrated 
upon the school buildings and the meeting-house; the 
school wood was burned at unseemly houra, and misde- 
meanors seemed to multiply. Undoubtedly the young men 
i j would gather at the school-house evenings to cultivate 

I ; sociability at the expense of the town woodpile. Disorder 

in the meeting-house, on Sunday, seemed impossible of pre- 
% vention, and it became so troublesome in 1745, as to call 

forth the following vote : — 

"The Town being Sensible of tbe Irreverent and Disorderly behm- 
Tioor of many of tbe yonng people and Children In tbe House of €K)d 
in tbe time of publick Worship, and at tbe Same meeting made Choice 
\ of Ens. John Clapp, Gideon Henderson, Caleb Strong, and Elisha 

Pomeroy, to Inspect tbe bebayioor of tbe yonng people and Children 
In time of pnblick Worship and to prosecute them for their Irreverent 
and disorderly behaviour, and voted at the Same time the Inspectors 
have power to order such disorderly persons to Sit in Such places in 
the meeting House in the time of publick Worship as they Shall think 
proper.** 

Tithing-men apparently had little authority over the 
naughty boys and girls in the congregation. This vote 
seems to have inaugurated a new class of Sunday officers, 
which in a few years became dignified by the name of 
** Sabbath Wardens,'' and who were provided with a badge 
of office similar to that carried by tithing-men. 

Certain pews in the gallery were set apart for the youth. 
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and behind the high enclosure much mischief was carried 
on during Sunday services. One method of diversion was 
to cut and hack the wooilwork with penknives, and many 
a hole wais made, through which the youngsters peered or 
held communication with their fellows. 

iv.thrtteforThrM Froui 1745 to 1748, much sickness pre- 
^'•«- vailed throughout the town, and many 

deaths occurreil. The family of Samuel 
Clarke was sorely afflicte<l. In 1745, four children from 
twenty-five to twenty-nine years of age, died within four 
months. B3' his will, made in March of that year, he dis- 
tributed a large estate to four sons and seven daughters. 
Within a twelvemonth only two sons and five daughters 
were living, and one of the latter died in 1747. Samuel 
Clarke died at the ago of fifty-seven years. He was a great 
grandson of William Clarke Sr. He was twice married 
and had fourteen children, of whom only six were living in 
1748. A stone was placed at his grave, on which were 
chiseled the following lines : — 

'* Awful it the command bnt jast. 
That bids these five lie slumbering in the dust. 
Father and four children, all in their bloom 
Within four months were seated in the tomb. 
Each died in hope, each here in silence lies, 
Till the last tmmp shall bid them rise.** 

In 1745, there were thirty-nine deaths registered ; in 1746, 
thirty-two ; in 1747, twenty-seven ; and in 1748, forty-three. , \/ 
The entire population of the town at that time, was about 
one thousand, probably a little less. \ ' 
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CHAPTER IX. 

KING GEORGE'S FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 



indiMi Trade So- FoR nearly twenty years, the peace arranged 
; ^ ueiitd, with the eastern Indians in 1720, remained 

unbroken. During its continuance constant 
efforts were made to conciliate the natives and open trade 
with them. ^lany Indians resided in the towns, between 
whom and the inhabitants, the most amicable relations ex- 
! . isted. A truck-house had been established at Fort Dum- 

1 ' mer, or rather that foHification had been used as a trading 

\ station ; several houses for the Indians had been provided 

by the government, and considerable trade was carried on 
with the different tribes. Capt. Joseph Kellogg, who had 
been in command there for some years, was appointed 
Truck-master. ^leanwhile the English had been pushing 
out into the wilderness, wherever an opportunity offered. 
Settlements had been established to the northward in Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, and were climbing the moun- 
tain ranges of Western Massachusetts. Hampshire Coun* 
ty then included the entire section of the Province west- 
ward from the county of Worcester, and embraced within 
its limits all the territory now comprising the four counties 
of Hampshire, Franklin, Hampden, and Berkshire. 

warDeeUred. Though England and Spain had been in 
open conflict for years, no material effect 
had been produced upon the amicable relations of the colo- 
nies. It was not till 1744, when continental complications 
brought on a rupture between France and England, that 
the'American continent felt the shock. War was declared 
by France in March, and was speedily followed by a coun- 
ter proclamation of hostilities on the part of Great Britain. 
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Tliis wns the fifth war in which the colony had been en- 
i:;tii^Ci\, anil the thirtl in which the French sought the aid of 
tlieir Indian allies. Louis XV. was King of France and 
Gt^orgo II. King of England. 

c^pturt oi c«ii»e«tt. Whilo the condition of affairs was known 
in Canada in April, intelligence of the 
declaration of war was not received in Boston till a month 
later. Canada, anticipating hostilities, was prompt to take 
advantage of the first intimation that jx^ace no longer ex- 
isted, and a body of troops disi)atche<l from Louisburg cap- 
tured Canseau, Wfore tidings that hostilities had com- 
nience<l reached Boston. Annapolis was threatened, but 
immediate action on the part of Gov. Shirley, saved it 
from attack. 

War PwpamUon* Forccastiug E "specdy rupture'' between 
cotmnrnced in Frauce and England, the General Court 
commenced preparations to meet it in No- 
vember, 1743. Money was appropriated for the *' defence 
of*' certain of the more exposed towns in the eastern sec- 
tion of the Province, though New Salem in Hampshire, as 
well as other towns in Worcester County, were among 
them. An act was also passed for the enlistment of ten 
companies of fifty men each in Maine and Massachusetts, 
for the defence of the frontiers. Tliese men were to con- 
stitute a force of minute men, enlisted for the war, ready 
to start at the shortest notice. Each man was to provide 
himself with '' a pair of snow-shoes, a pair of moggisons & 
hatchet,'' for which he was to receive lOs. Three of these 
companies were assigned to Hampshire County. In Jan- 
uary following, CoL John Stoddard, Eleazar Porter, and 
Israel Williams, were designated by the Governor to sug- 
gest the names of fit persons for their officers. For the 
company from this section these men were proposed: — 
Seth Pomeroy, Captain ; Supply Kingsley, Lieutenant ; and 
John Clap, Ensign, all of Northampton. No muster-roll 
of this company has been discovered, and it is not probable 
that any military organization thus officered was ever 
formed. They were termed ''snow shoe men,'* but it ia 
doubtful if they ever entered the service in that capacity. 
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Capt. Pomeroy, however, commanded a company the next 
year, but its field of operations was remote from Massa- 
chusetts. 

A coromusion on D«. "WTieu War became a certainty, additional 
fences Appointed. methods of dcfcncc Were provided by the 
authorities, designed more especially to 
command the customary lines of Indian travel across the 
frontiers, from the northward. It was decided to establish 
a series of forts, about five and a half miles distant from 
each other, westward to the boundaries of New York. A 
commission consisting of Col. Stoddard, Col. Partridge, 
and John Leonard, was appointed to carry these orders 
into effect. Col. Stoddard was the working man of the 
commission, and under his supervision, the fortifications 
were designed, located and built. 

FortuicntionsCon- Fort Dummcr, erected in 1724, by Lieut, 
•tnicted. Timothy Dwight of Northampton, having 

been thoroughly repaired after its destruc- 
tion by fire,' was now more formidable than ever. la 
order to carry out the intentions of this commission it was 
necessary first to establish a military line on which to erect 
the blockhouses. Eiarly in July, Lieut. Timothy Dwight, 
now Col. Dwight, was instructed to survey a line in accord- 
ance with general orders, " from Colrain to the Dutch set- 
tlements.** This was promptly done, and on the 24'^ of the 
month, orders were issued to Capt. William Williams of 
Hatfield, for the erection of a fort in the fown of Heath, 
which was named Fort Shirley, in honor of the Governor 
of the Province. Another fort was built in the town of 
Rowe, and named Fort Pelham, but it was not completed 

1 On th» 15** of Jannarj, li88« 9 o'clock nt niflit. Arc broke ont in the room ndjola- 
ing the mnsmslne at Fort Dnmmer, nnd Cnpt. Kellogg, fearing the fire would soon 
reach the povdor, ordered all the people inunadlatelj to leare the fort (after tryinc 
In Tain to put out the fire), before hit orders could be executed the powder blew up 
and ecattered the Are an orer the tort, and In a short time it waa all eonsumed, with 
the etorea of war, goods for the Indian trade, and all that belonged to the offlcera 
and soldiers, except the clothes thej had on. Loss from £C,000 to £7,U0O.**— Boston 
ETcniug Poet, l«3iL 

The fort was probably rebuilt by Capt. Kellogg the ensuing year. It was oom- 
manded by Capt. Joaiah WiUard In 17<I0|, who complained that It was In a ^ defenca- 
less condition.** He says that the garrison will put things in a posture for defenoe 
and eriNrt two bastions If gOTemment will allow him a carpenter and provide nalla* 
Iron and boarda. Theee bastions were built In 1741, and a line of pickets twenty feel 
high, set around the fort. 
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till the following spring. During that summer a third 
fortification was erected in the town of Adams, beyond 
Hoosack mountain, and named Fort Massachusetts. This 
finished the line of defenses ordered and paid for by the 
Province. Other means of safet}^ were adopts, and houses 
were fortified and mounts built in Vernon, Bemardston, 
Colrain, Charlemont and Charlestown. West of the ihonn* 
tain similar works were constructed at Pittsfield, Stock* 
bridge, and Sheffield. These were built, some at private 
cost, and others by the towns in which they were sit- 
uated. Generally the town fortifications were used as 
places of refuge for the inhabitants in times of sudden 
assault. In cases of imminent danger they were garrisoned 
by the Province troops or volunteers paid by the govern-' 
ment. 

CommaudiDff oiB- Col. Johu Stoddard succeeded to the com- 
^r« In Ham p. maud iu this county, on the death of CoL 
*^ Samuel Partridge, which occurred in 1740. 

He also had charge of the frontier defenses. Capt. Eph- 
raim Williams of Hatfield, was entrusted with the over- 
sight of the western line of fortifications, with headquar- 
ters at Fort Massachusetts, and Major Israel Williams of 
Hatfield, was appointed commissary of the Western De- 
partment. 

soidun and Doga Five hundred soldiers were ordered to be 
wera Enlisted, raised in 1744, two hundred of whom were 
ooouned.' "' to be scut to the western frontiers. Con- 
stant scouting was carried on from the forts, 
under the supervision of Capt. Williams. Dogs were 
pressed into the service, and accompanied many of the 
scouting parties, but evidently they did not accomplish all 
that was anticipated. Abundant signs of the enemy were 
discovered, but no collision occurred, and no assault was 
made by the Indians in this section. It is not known that 
any Northampton men were engaged in this campaign. 
Undoubtedly some of them enlisted, and were employed in 
the duties already named, but no company from this town 
appears among the muster-rolls. During the year both 
sides were engaged in preparations for the conflict. The 
burden of building the fortifications and scouting fel^ upon 
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the militia from the northern section of the county, as very 
few troops, if any, were sent from the east. A company 
of soldiers from a Worcester regiment was sent to North- 
ampton, and ordered to do duty on the frontiers in the sum- 
mer. Tlie French, in the meantime, were organizing their 
Indian allies, in readiness to take the field the following 
year. 

Th« Town Adopts While the battle was afar the people of 
a. New Method Northampton remained inactive. Ordinary 
ence. precuutious were undoubtedly taken, but 

no systematic defensive measures were entered upon till the 
latter part of the year 1745. The system of fortifications 
•adopted in former years was no longer tenable, even if in 
existence. A new method lx?tter adapted to existing con- 
ditions of warfare, had been devised. It was not till De- 
cember that the matter was bi-ought before the town 
for action, though it must have formed a topic for general 
discussion throughout the year. It was then decided by a 
"great majority that something should be done to fortify 
themselves against the enemy," and a vote was passed to 
make " mounts and fortifications.*' The whole matter was 
put into the " custody '^ of a committee who were instructed 
to report on " Wednesday next" Accordingly on the 25** 
of December, the committee offered their suggestions. 
They concluded " that for the present 'tis not best to do 
any more than to make mounts and flankers according to 
the Inclinations of those that are to be defended by them," 
and that it was not expedient to do anything ** by way of 
publick Tax or Expense." They also proposed that the 
town should be ''divided into proper Squadrons & that 
Each Squadron fort Such Houses and in Such manner as 
they think best for themselves." Fifteen squadrons were 
proposed b}' the committee, and the limits of each district 
defined. This action of the town seems to have been un- 
satisfactory, and it was never carried out. Probably the 
most unpopular feature of the proposition, was that which 
had reference to the manner of paying the expense. As 
these squadrons evidently formed the groundwork of the 
plan of fortifications adopted the next year, they are copied 
in full:— 
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** The Mjiiadrous tbe committee propoee should be as foUoweth, tU : 
That the people on the South Side of Mill River be divided into 8 
SciuadroDs.'* This occupied the entire length of Sonth Street 

** And the People Up the plain be divided into two Sqnadrona, taking 
in Ensign Gideon Lymans.** This one included the upper part of 
Bridge and North Streets. 

" Another Squadron to be from Dea. Pomeroy's St John Brigga at the 
East End of the Wid* Abigail Parsons & the Wid* of Eben' Alvord at 
the other End.*^ This was probably the lower part of Bridge and the 
upper part of Hawley Streets. 

** Another to be from Noah Strong's taking all that Street.** This 
included tlie lower portion of Hawley Street. 

** And the other from the meddow Gate up to Benjamin Bartlet*8.** 
This was the lower end of Pleasant Street. 

** Another to be from Jndd's & Henderson's on both Sides of the 
Street to Capt Moses Lyman*8, taking in Mo^es Wright's family and 
Caleb Strong's.*' This covered the rest of Plearant Street to Main. 

** Another from Edward BHker's & Sanl Alvord's to Elisha Pomeroys 
& m' Jeri jab Strong's, taking in Serg* Waitstill Strong & Serg* Hunt's." 
This included Meeting Honse Hill, Main Street and South Street to the 
river. 

** Another Squadron to be from Israel Rusts, to Samuel Marshalls and 
to Ens. Josiah Clark's & his Brother Increase and down to Maj' Pom- 
eroy's." In this was embraced the western half of Meeting House . 
Hill, Main to West, and Elm Streets to the Episcopal Church. 

** & another from the Wid* Sarah Clarks A Lt. Hunt's Up to Eben' 
Clark, Jr. and Moses Clark's.** This comprised the remainder of Elm 
Street. 

**& Another from John Alvord's down to the Wid* Millers and up to 
Mark Warners on both Sides of the way.** This one extended along 
Prospect Street and included •* Black Pole.** 

** Another from Hope Roots on both Sides of the way down to Sam- 
uel Aliens taking in L*. Benj" Sheldons and Eljen' Kentfield.** In this 
was included the upper portion of King Street. 

*' Another Squadron to be from Serg* Joseph Allen's to Lt. John Mil- 
ler's taking the back Street from John Strongs & Sam' Clesaons down 
to Ithamar Clarks." In this was included the lower section of King 
Street, extending to Market. 

** Josiah Parsons hath determined to be by himSelf as we Are In- 
formed." He lived on Market Street, his lot extending to the cemetery. 

Mounts Ordered to In the foIlowlDg May an order was adopted 
be Built. to build "mounts or places to watch and 

ward " in different parts of the town. They 
were constructed of hewn timber, were about '*8 foot 
Square/' & a floor to Stand Upon about Six or Seven foot 
from the ground, were covered overhead with boards so as 
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to " Secure the watch and Ward from Rain,** and to bo 
"Speedily Eflfected at the Cost and Charge of the town.** 

*' The Town then voted to make Some mounts and adjoining to the- 
Honflee they are made at and So to be made in the body of the Town 
and to be places ConvenieDt to fight in ; and the Houses where the 
mounts are made at, to be places of Refuge for the Women & Children 
to Resort to in Case of an Alarm.** 

A committee was appointed to determine the respective 
places where these mounts should be built, and what houses 
should be fortifie<l in the several squadrons of the town* 
In September still further action was taken and ** flankers 
and fortifications were ordered to be made with boards or 
piquets."* 

Remote Places This work was entered upon at once, and 

Fortified. before winter set in the town must have 

presented somewhat the appearance of a 

military camp, with mounts and picketed houses in every 

direction. As nearly as can be ascertained at least 

thirteen of these structures were erected. The vote in May 

directed that mounts should be built in the ** remote parts 

of the town.^ One of them was to be placed near Eliakim 

Clark's house, on the south side of Mill River. There is no 

record of any fortification at Clark*8 house, and this one 

was undoubtedly constructed at the house of Roger Clapp^ 

, afterwards known as the Warham Clapp property. The 

lot is now owned by C. N. Clark, Esq. Another was to be 

built " in the street near Moses Clark's house." He lived on 

Elm Street, in the section since knoii^^ as ** New Boston.'* 

From accounts rendered it is shown to have been built " at 

I : the end of the town by Mr. Hunt*8 " and must liave been 

\ '• near the homesteads of the late Luther Bodman and S. K 

t • Bridgman, then owned by Joseph Hunt. A third was to 

i •, be placed " in the street near Mark Warner's house," at 

\ \ " Black Pole," near the upper end of Prospect Street, and 

{ in the vicinity of the present " Poor House," a short dis- 

I : tance west of that building on the opposite side of the 

I . street. Still another was placed ** in the Street between 

Hope Root 8 House and Eben' Miller*8 house." This was 

1 The pIckeU were to be eii Inches la dUmeter, nine end one belt feet loaiK» 
•barpeaed at tbe vpper end, set elgbteeo Incbes lo the ground, end fastened bj a rib 
I / eitendlng across about nUdway, pinned to sacb pickat. 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 

I 



17M.1 KING OKOROK^S FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 109 

on King Street, a sbort distance south of tke old Catholic 
Church. The above list comprises all that were built in 
what was designated as the " remote parts of the town." 

xoQDtt Erected ne*r Another Committee was chosen at the 
um ceour. same time to ** build some mounts in the 

body of the town." They had complete 
control of the work, both as regards location and erection, 
but seem to have followed in regard to position, the sug- 
gestions of the fii'st committee, and placed them within the 
limits assigned to the proposed squadrons. Under their 
direction mounts were established at the following places : 
nt Mr. Stoddard's house on Prospect Street, now H. R. 
Hinckley's ; two near Joseph Bartlett's house, in the vicin- 
ity of the residence of the late Wm. R. Clapp, on Pleasant 
Street ; another at Capt. Preserved Clapp's on Pleasant 
Street, near the junction of River Street ; one at Rev. Jon- 
athan Edwards' homestead on King Street, now the prop- 
•erty of Chas. E. Stevens ; another at the house of Lieut. 
Parsons, on Bridge Street, near the homestead of John W. 
Hubbard ; one at Capt Joseph Wright's, on Bridge Street, 
on the homestead of the late J. S. Lathrop. Similar struct- 
ures were also built at Ebenezer Wright's, on Bridge Street, 
in the vicinity of the house of the late James Wright, and 
4it John Miller's on King Street, not far from the house of 
the Ute Geo. L. Loomis, but for some reason the town re- 
fused to pay for them, probably because they were built 
without the sanction of the committee. To build the for- 
tifications in the outer districts, committees were appointed 
consisting of persons living in that immediate vicinity. In 
the body of the town the work was done by the general 
committee, or by persons appointed by them. The old fort 
at Pascommuck, which had already sustained one Indian 
attack, was put in complete repair. 

co«t of these Moanu. These f orts Or mounts, fourteen in num- 
f^.if^'^J*\^, *' ^r, twelve of which were paid for out of 

their CoMtnictloii« xt. x x • « ^-i t 

the town treasury, comprise all the work 
accomplished in that line during the war. They cost about 
£360, which includes charges for wood consumed by the 
soldiers who kept the "court of guard,'* and the pay of the 
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j committee meil. All the items which entered into the ex- 

! pense of coustrncting these forts are enumerated in the 

I original bills, and they are still on file, but curiously 

enough, rum is nowhere mentioned. When a meeting- 
house, a school-house, or a bridge was built, rum was an 
important factor, and was treated as an ordinary expense. 
But here was work extending through the summer, and 
into the winter, and no stimulant seems to have been pro- 
; vided by the town. If any was used the workmen fur- 

nished it themselves. After peace was declared the forts 
were demolished, and the materials sold for £G3. They 
were the last defensive structures ever built or needed iu 
the town. 

I Casualties of the During the year 1745, the Indians commit- 

Ywr. ted no depredation within this county. No 

attack was made ui>on any town in it, and 
no citizen of Northampton was killed or wounded by them« 
Indians were constantly lurking in the woods along the 
frontiers, as well as near the upi>er settlements, and gave 
ample employment to the troops stationed at the block- 
houses. The entire list of casualties for the year was con- 
fined within the limits of what now comprises the State of 
I Vermont. Their first appearance was at Putney, in June, 

when William Phipps, who was hoeing com, was captured 
by a couple of them. When they reached the woods 
Phipps knocked one of them down with a hoe, and seizing 
his gun, shot the other. Coming upon three more of the 
I enemy soon after, he was killed and scalped. Within a 

) j few days, Josiah Fisher was killed at Keene. On October 

[ ; 11'^, Nehemiah How was taken at Great Meadow, where 

he resided, fourteen miles above Fort Dummer. About 
three miles above this point, David Rugg was shot and 
j I killed while in a canoe with Robert Baker, coming down 

I , the river, but Baker escaped to the bank. The Indians 

I *• with How, crossed the lake to Crown Point. He saw Am- 

I ' rusus, the husband of Eunice Williams. The French lieu- 

I * tenant at the fort was named Ballock ; he had been a pris- 

I oner at Boston, and had visited Northampton and vicinity. 

1 \ \ How reached Quebec, October 29^^, eighteen days after his 

^capture, and was imprisoned with other captives. He died 






\ I 
» I L 



ir 






Digitized by 



Google 



1741.1 KING GEOROK*S PRBNCU AKD INDIAN WAR. Ill 

in Canada within two years. A vigorous pursuit of this 
band of marauders by soldiers from Fort Dummer and vol- 
unteers from Deerfield and Northampton, failed of success. 
Numerous alarms kept the soldiers on the alert, and the 
campaign, though devoid of actual fighting, was by no 
means a holiday excursion. 
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KING GEORGE S FRKKCH AND INDIAN WAR. 

Louiabonc and iu By far the most brilliant feat of the war 
FortroM. ^as accomplished during its second year. 

Louisburg, the strongest fortress on the 
continent, was captured after a siege of forty-seven days, 
by a handful of raw recruits, without discipline, poorly 
equipped, and commanded by a merchant of Kittery. 
Twenty-five years had been consumed, and thirty million 
Livres expended by the French government in strengthen- 
ing the place, after the system of Vauban. The city occu- 
pied a tongue of land standing out between the harbor and 
the sea. For a distance of twelve hundred yards on the 
landward side, across the neck, extended these formidable 
fortifications. The rampart of earth, thirty feet high, 
faced with solid masonry, was sixty feet wide and from 
thirty to thirty-six feet deep. Embrasures were provided 
for one hundred forty-eight cannon, but only a part of 
them were mounted when the siege commenced. On the 
shore, about a mile above the city, facing the entrance to 
the harbor, was the Royal or '* Grand Battery," defended 
by many heavy guns. 

Qot. 8hirie7*t Prop- Eucouraged by reports representing the 
(MiUoB. garrison as small, insufficiently supplied 

with food, and on the verge of mutiny, 
Gov. Shirley conceived the idea that this stronghold might 
be surprised and captured by a moderately sized army. In 
January he laid the proposition before the General Court, 
with a request that the matter should not be made public. 
But the undertaking was deemed altogether too formidable, 

and could not be entertained. AVlxen the design accident- 

iit 
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ally became known, however, it met with 8uch great favor 
among the people, that the Governor, sustained by a num- 
ber of petitions from some of the sea-coast towns, again 
brought the subject before the Legislature, and after con- 
siderable debate, the expedition was sanctioned by a ma- 
jority of one vote. 

TheEiiMJdition William Pepjwrell, of Kittery, Me., a 
or<aoited. trader, who hml received scarcely any mil- 

itary training whatever, was chosen com- 
mander-in-chief, with Roger Wolcott of Connecticut, as 
second in command. An attempt was ma<1e to interest all 
the colonies in the enterprise, but with scant success. New 
England furnished all the troops ; New York voted £3,000, 
and Gov. Clinton sent in addition a quantity of provisions 
raised by private subscription, and loaned ten eighteen- 
pound guns ; New Jersey contributed £2,000, but declined 
to send any men ; and Pennsylvania voted £4,000 to pur- 
chase stores. Massachusetts provided much the largest 
contingent, sending three thousand two hundred fifty men, 
while Connecticut was represented by five hundred sixteen, 
and New Hampshire by three hundred four. So tardy was 
Rhode Island that her soldiers arrived too late to partici- 
pate in the siege. 

It Proved Quite Tlirougliout Massachusctts this expedition 
Popuur. ^^ Q^y ^^j] received, that more men en- 

listed than were required, and several com- 
panies were refused. The capture of Louisburg has been 
so many times and so minutely described, that there is little 
occasion to recall its incidents, except so far as to chronicle 
to some extent, the part taken in it by citizens of North- 
ampton and vicinity. Fortunately there exists for this 
purpose a mine of valuable information in the Journal and 
Letters of Gen. Seth Pomeroy ; the former will bo given in 
full, and the latter drawn upon to elucidate the narrative. 

Jind was soon Rcifcdy Great care was exercised to keep the ene- 
tosaii. ^y in ignorance of the projected move- 

ment, and in the official correspondence 
of the time it is only vaguely alluded to as"* the expedi- 
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lion." Enlistments were speedily eflfecteil, and the army 
was gathered and embarked in less than two months. Sev* 
eral companies were raised in Hampshire County, two sail- 
ing with the first fleet, and anotlier going later when re- 
inforcements were forwarded. In February, Seth Pomeroy 
of Northampton (then ^lajor), as Col. Stoddard says, was 
" beating up for men in the upper part of the county,'* and 
in a short time he had enlisted a company of fifty men, 
though Stoddard says that he was "provoked (when we 
mustered) to see how few ap])eai*ed after so much preten- 
sion to List." In this company were fifteen men from 
Northampton, nine from Hatfield, six from Deerfield, three 
from Ha(lley, two from Northfield, and twelve whoso resi- 
dence cannot now be determined. To make up the num- 
ber named above, three names are wanting ; undoubtedly 
they failed to pass muster. 

Hamptbire County The 4'** Massachusetts Regiment, to which 
offlcers, the Hampshire Company enlisted in this 

section was attached, was commanded by 
Col. Samuel Willard ; Seth Pomeroy held the office of 
Major as well as that of Captain of the 3** company ; 
Thomas Chandler was Lieut. -Colonel and Captain of the 
2"* comi)any. Gen. Joseph Dwight of Brookfield was ap- 
pointcil Brigadier-General and had command of the 9*** 
Regiment. He was Colonel of a train of artillery, of which 
Joseph Hawley* of Northampton was Chaplain. • Another 
company enlisted from the f i*ontier garrisons by Capt. Wil- 
liam Williams, which was sent to reinforce the army, but 
did not arrive till the city had surrendered, contained the 
names of a number of Northampton men on its muster- 
rolL 

Aft Anti-cuhoiie Believed by the people to be mainly anti- 
cnisMie. Catholic in its design, the expedition was 

regarded as under the especial protection of 
{' Providence. Hence in every hamlet and town prayers 

I were constantly offered in its behalf. Northampton was 

\, not behindhand in this pious fervor, nor were her soldiers 

' 1 Perrj^a WUllMMtowB, p. 91 

[ S 3lr. Hftwtoj^s comwlMlon m Chaplfttn to dated SUreh 2^ 1744. 
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left in ignorance of the fact Mary Pomeroy in a letter to 
her husband, dated May 27*^, says : 

** The whole town is much moved with concern for the expeditioiiv 
how Proridence will order the affair, for which religions meetings 
every week in town are maintained.** Under date of Jnne 11*^, Ebe- 
nezer Pomeroy, father of Major Seth, writes: — "I wonld inform yon 
and yonr soldiers that God in his Providence has stirred np a remarka- 
ble spirit of prayer in this city, for victory in this grand expedition and 
I b^ar also throughout the land, for in this town the parents and some 
other relatives of those gone in the expedition, have constantly set 
apart some time every week to pray to Qod for success in this grand 
afTair and we have good reason to believe that it hath not been in vain ; 
for God hath in a very remarkable manner smiled upon the fleet and 
army." 

3i.jor Pom«ro7*a The comi>any of Major Pomeroy was 
compAoj. crowde<l into the small fishing vessels, nine- 

ty of which were required to transport the 
trooi>s. On the 2V^ of March, the fleet set sail from Nan- 
tasket roads and soon encountered a severe storm, with the 
usual consequences to landsmen. But though they weath- 
ered the storm in safety, the fleet was scattered. After 
huff'eting the waves for nearly two weeks, narrowly escap- 
ing shipwreck, the little vessels containing the Hampshire 
soldiers entered the harbor of Canseau, about fifty miles 
from Louisburg, where they found a number of transports 
belonging to the expedition, at anchor. Here in a few 
days the entire fleet was concentrated, and here it was com- 
])elled to reumin till the last of April, waiting Jor the ice 
to break up in the harbor of Louisburg. 

Th«voy»ic«of the Concerning the voyage of Major Pomeroy 
Hampshire Com- a^d ]iig compauy, the commauder in his 
^^^' first home letter, dated April 0**, gives the 

annexed account, by which it will be seen that the major, 

whatever may have been the case with the soldiers, had a 

very severe attack of seasickness : — 

** Yesterday arrired safe at camp, which was the 14*^ day since we 
embarked and 18 of the days sea feick in the highest degree, %i honrs 
often withont one monthf nl of meat. * * * All strong drink* the 
smell of which was more than I conld bear, was an abomination to me, 
and if any body ever died with sea sickness I believe I should if it bad 
continued a little while longer. We are now in a good harbonr and I 



Digitized by 



Google 



' 



116 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. [1T43l 

feel much better. How long we shall stay here I cannot tell. Oar 
fleet are not all arrived yet, bnt counted yesterday 68 sail of vessels at 
anchor in this harbour.** 

The soldiers did not wholly escape the malady which 
prostrated their superior officer, but he was in no condition 
to aid or sympathize with them while on ship-board ; how- 
ever, when once in camp and restoreil to health, he looked 
to their wants. 

"My company,** he writes, **are all in health with good appetites 
and onr Provisions are good and very plenty and their daily allowance 
is sufficient for each, so nobody can complain.** Again on the 19*^, he 
alludes to the general health of the army. He says: '*It Is very re- 
markable in the army that they have their health in so great a degree, 
considering the great difficulty of lodging on board vessels and no fires 
to dry their wet clothes. In my company not a man ill above 3 or 8 
days at a time except sea sickness.** 

The Fleet sets Sail On the 29'** of April, the fleet saileii from 
for LouUburg. Canseau harbor and the next morning, ** sun 
1 hour high," came in sight of the city of 
Louisbnrg. A landing was immediately effected upon the 
Island of Cape Breton without the loss of h man. The 
ground upon which they were compelled to camp was low 
and marshy, the only water they had to drink was discol- 
ored and stagnant, the troops were without tents, living in 
"turf and bough houses, oflScers and soldiers together;** 
their provisions were chiefly "pork and bread without 
sauce, except a small matter of beans and peas." Major 
Pomeroy luid no tent till the 7'** of June. Sickness soon 
broke out, many of the men suffered from dysentery and 
fever. 

Capture of the The uext day after landing, a demonstra- 
- Grand Bettery.- tiou was made agaiust the *' Grand Bat- 
tery," situated about two miles up the har- 
bor, by Col. Vaughn with a detachment of four hundred 
men; but the only result was the burning of several ware- 
houses, filled with stores. On the 2* of May, the Battery 
t was captured, the French having deserted it in a panic, 

leaving behind them only a quantity of spiked cannon. 
Major Pomeroy with a squad of twenty men, smiths like 
himself, was detailed to make the guns serviceable again. 
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In a letter to his wife he alludes to this incident in the fol- 
lowing modest manner : — 

•* Gen. Pepperell gave roe the charge and orewight of above twenty 
Smiths in l>onng them ont. Cannon balls and bombs hundreds of 
them were fired at us from the city and the Island fort, great nnmbera 
of them strnck the Fort, some in the parade among the people, but 
none of them hurt, and as SiX>n as we could get the cannon clear we 
gave them fire for fire and bombarded them on the west side." 

letter fromiheu*. The following Icttcf fi^om Major Pomeroy 
^Wiiiug Army. to lus wife, never before published, shows 
the progress of the siege and the faith of 
the writer in the ultimate success of the undertaking : — 

** Cape breton, May y 17, 1745. 
•* My Dear Wife 

•* Every opjjort unity I would Improve to write. But now 
in ffhort : Our army for a week Past have Den Sickly But now Som»> 
thin^ Better not one Died with Seckness. I have not ben Sick But 
under go y* hard ships of a Campaign But y* I am willing for with an 
exi>ectation y* we Shall Succeed at Last : y* Remarkable Providencea 
y* has Fust before my Eys in favour of us gives me Reason to hope for 
Further Success : y* Citty of Lonisburg is an exceeding Strong well 
Fortified Place (y* grand Battle we have got) Sc have closely shut it up 
& Laid close Sige'd to it : near a hundred we have taken of y* thera 
[besides*] Cows Sheep goats & Some household stuff we have taken: 
an [d we] have had above a thousand Cannon bawli & hundreds of Or 
[thrown] about us yet not But about 13 killed By y** ; But 12 or 18 
more after they was taken Prisoners ware Barbarously Put to Death. 
My Soldiers have Some of y* ben III But now growing Better : All 
alive no Fatal acident happened to any of y*. Vastly more Difficult 
than ever we thoat of y* takeing of Lonisburg is ; But I hope we shall 
have y* Citty in time God only knows when ; my Duty to my Father A 
Mother. Love to Brothers and Sisters ; Love un Speakable to my Dear 
wife & Loving & Dutifull children St hope if it be y« will of Gtod to 
see your Pleasant Faces again. Seth Pom bbot.** 

John Hooker Concerning the special duties which fell to 
woiiDd«4. the company of which Pomeroy was Cap- 

tain, no mention has been made. Doubib- 
less they assisted in dragging the cannon on sledges across 
the morass, helped to mount and serve the guns, and con- 
vey provisions and ammunition from the fleet to the camp. 
They suffered the privations and dangers of that arduous 

1 At this point tbo letter U torn, and tbo nUMing words, ss fnr m tbs ssnss snis ' t 

to indicsto, nrs suppllod la brsekcta. ; iJ 
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campaign^ but fortunately escaped serious results. In a 
letter dated June 10***, he thus alludes to the condition of 
the army in general, and of his own company in particular : 
•• In the ann J are a great many sick, bat very few are dangerously 
sick. My own company are all alive, not one dangerously sick, nor but 
one wounded, that is John Hooker* who is much burnt by powder, but 
is in a hopeful way of getting well. The dangers that I and my com- 
pany have been exposed to have been as great as any company in the 
army. What we have lost in the Army I fear is near 200, but I hope 
that many of them are in the city that were taken at the [Island] Bat- 
tery. What we have taken, and killed of the French since we first 
came to camp, I think by the be^t account I have had is about 1000 per- 
sons.** Five days later, and two days before the surrender, Pomeroy 
writes: — ** Myself and my soldiers are all alive and well. None of 
them have yet been wounded, though more exposed than any part of 
the army." 

capituutiou of the Ou the 15"* of Juue, preparations were made 
^**3^- for an assault upon the city as soon as the 

wind would permit the squadron to sail into 
the harbor, but on that day a flag of truce was received 
from the enemy asking terms of surrender, and the city 
capitulated on the 17***. Twenty-five men from Col. Wil- 
lard*s regiment, under Lieut David King, were detailed to 
serve on board a man-of-war during the attack ; only one, 
however, was from Major Pomeroy 's company. His name 
was Darbe Crowly, but his residence is unknown. Lieut. 
David King was a native of Northampton, but had removed 
to Housatonnuck. He was Lieutenant under Capt Thomas 
Chandler, in the 9th Massachusetts Regiment, commanded 
by Brigadier-General Dwight. 

The xort h a ra p t o u Af tcF the Surrender of the city, the North- 
>ien R«turu Home, mupton soldicrs remained in camp most of 
the time. Col. Willard's regiment ha\ing 
been ordered to guard the stores. Major Pomeroy's Jour- 
nal indicates that they were not detailed for duty within 

. 1 He WM the sod of John Hooker of Spriogfleld, bora lo 1722. In 1751, he reetded 
ftt Fall Town (Beraardston), and in October of that year petitioned the legUlatarv 
for an allowance. He eays that be waa a soldier at Cape Breton, under Capt. Ebene- 
^ ' ler Alexander, and wae badly hart by the blowinf up of a barrel of powder, wae 

I ' taken to Do«ton and put under the care of a phyeician, from October to January f7, 

r ; 1745-«, and tiM'n returaed to his frienda. He asked pay for his time, and £8 was 

^ granted him. Ueut. Ebeneser Alexander was from Xorthfleld, and succeeded Major 

>^ ' «- Pomeroy as Captain of his compaaj. 

I 

I 

i ' 
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tbo city : though about ten days before they left for home, 
they went into Louisburg and occupie<l the houses of the 
inhabitants, Most of the comimny sailed for Boston on 
the 10'" and ir*»of July. 

niueM of Major No letters of Major Pomeroy from the 10*** 
pomeroy. . of Juue to the 30'*" of July have come under 
notice. On the 27'* of June, he was taken 
violently ill with fever, and did not leave his room till the 
C'** of July. He attributed his sickness to the damp and 
miny weather which kept his tent and every thing within 
it constantly wet. The day before his seizure, he went 
into the city and lodged with Chaplain [Joseph] Hawley, 
and here he reuiained for ten days. It is not probable that 
he was able to attend to any of his military duties after 
this time. In about a week he sailed for Boston. Sixteen 
days elapsed before ho reached that city, and business de- 
tained him so that he did not leave Boston till the G** of 
August. In two days he reached his "own pleasant home 
in the middle of Northampton," where he arrived at five 
o'clock, on the afternoon of the 8'**, having been absent 
four months and twenty-four days. In the last letter to 
his wife, dateil Boston, July SO**, he writes : — 

'* I was this day informed that yon have heard that I was Tery sick 
and donbted whether living. Very sick I have been the reason why I 
did not send yon word was that yon conld do me no good and do yonr- 
self much hurt with concern for me, and I hoped jon wonld not hear 
of it My dear with ink and pen I shall not pretend to' give any ac- 
count of what has passed before my eyes in a variety of remarkable 
Providences in favour of our great design that we have been npon, and 
to me especially, for the time wonld fail to do it, but hope Gh>d willing, 
to be at Northampton, in the happy enjoyment of my dear wife to love 
and speak forth the praises of Ghod together in a short time.** 

Soldier, from Korth- Pomeroy says repeatedly that his com- 
ampton. pauy was more exposed than any others 

in the army, yet none of them were killed, 
wounded or died. They returned to their homes, wearied 
and worn with the hardships .of the campaign, but buoy- 
ant and rejoicing in the glorious victory they had helped to 
win. In this expedition, as .far as can be ascertained, there ^y 
seems to have been engaged not less than thirty-eight men 
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from Northampton, but it is impossible to identify tbem 
all. The names of those who enlisted in Major Pomeroy's 
company will be found in the muster-roll as given in his 
Journal. Of the nineteen men from this town, whom Pom- 
eroy says came with the reinforcements in Col. Williams' 
Regiment, only six are positively known, viz. : — William 
Clark, Nathaniel Wright, Elkanah Burt, Stephen Clark, 
Simeon Pomeroy, and Timothy Baker. Seven othere, Jo- 
siah Wright, Joseph Cook, Elias Lyman, Daniel Warner, 
Benjamin Parsons, Medad Lyman, and Benjamin Sheldon, 
whose names are given in Col. Williams' muster-roll, were 
probably from this town. Major Pomeroy also mentions a 
Captain from Northampton in a Worcester County Regi- 
ment as among the reinforcements, but his name is iin- 
known. * While no one from Northampton was killed or 
wounded, two of Pomeroy 's company died in the service — 
Stephen Clark and Timothy Baker. Stephen, son of John 
Clark (second of the name), was in the fourth generation 
from William, the first settler, and was but eighteen years 
of age. Timothy Baker was the son of John Baker, and 
about twenty-five years old. In 1747, Elisha Strong peti- 
tioned the General Court for "further allowance by reason 
of his Services and sufferings at the siege of Louisburg." • 

1 John B«ker it named »• Captain, in the reinforcements under CoU Williams and 
be may kare been tbe man. 

t Tbe wages of tbe troops enframed in tbis expedition were : Mi^or ^^10 per 
roontb ; Flmt Lieut. dOs. ; Second Lieut. 40s. ; First Sergt. and Clerk 82s. ; otber Ser* 
geents and Corporals S&s. ; Prirates received 2Ss. for four weeks, or 6s. Sd. per week. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

SETH POMEROY'S JOURNAL. 

Northampton, March, 14, 1744-5. 
On Thursday set out from Northampton uix>n my jour- 
ney to Boston upon the designed expedition against Cape 
Breton. Came to Boston Saturday, one of the clock, tar- 
ried there till next week. On Saturday after at sunset 
siiiled down to King*8 Road and came to an anchor till 
Sabbath day at three of the clock in the afternoon, and 
saiknl off with about sixty sail of vessels, and the same 
night sun about an hour high. Taken very sick all that 
night, next day all day and the night following, and Tues- 
day all day, and at night came to anchor at the mouth of 
Sheep's Gut river. Wednesilay morning eat about one 
quarter of a biscuit with butter and something revived, 
and al>out noon went on shore, roasted meat and drank 
good running water, felt much revived. This was the 27** 
day. It was a cloudy day dark and misty, the night fol- 
lowing very rainy with cold north wind till about noon and 
then cleareil up with a cold northwest wind which was the 
28*** day of March. We tarried there all that day in the 
mouth of Sheep's Gut River at an anchor. Friday morn- 
ing set sail which was the 29'** day, about ten of the clock, 
with a fair wind till the next day a1)out noon and then 
came up a terrible north east storm, all that day and night, 
till about break of day, a Sabbath day morning and then a 
calm all that day, which was the 31'*, we lay rolling in the 
seas, with our sails furled, with prodigious waves. Mon- 
day another terrible storm which was the 1'* day of April. 
This day's storm scattered our fleet. The storm towards 
night abated and then we were left alone, but about eight 
of the clock of the night we set sail and in the morning, 
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the 2** of April we had a fair wiiiil, all this time from Fri- 
day till this day which was Tuesday, nothing to eat or 
drink that I had any ai>iK4ite to. All that I took to eat or 
drink I vomited up again, sick day and night, so bad that 
I have not words to set it forth, nor can I give any body an 
idea of it, that hath not felt the same or something like it, 
and so shall say no more here. 

Tuesday niglit about sunset, jiassed by Cape Sable, the 
2""* day of April. The next day and night following sailed 
with a goo<l gale of wind till Friday al>out 4 of the clock 
in the afternoon and then came to Canso Harbour. There 
were then at anchor 08 Stiil of vessels and several more 
that were not yet in. Saturday which was the 6** of April, 
which was a very rainy day and dark. The next day was 
the Sabbath and Mr. Moody in the afternoon preached a 
sermon ui)on Canso Island from Psiilm 110, ver. 3. "Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of thy power,'* to a very 
great company of i)et)ple. Doct. was that Clirist the great 
Captain of our Salivation, sends forth his servants to enlist 
volunteers in his service. Monday at evening, which was 
the 8'** of April, came in seven more, Thursday came in 
nine more. 

I embarked at Boston on board the Hannah and Mary, 
Capt. David Carmida, commander, tarried with him till 
Friday, the 12*'' Ajiril, and then shipiHKl on board Capt. 
Joseph Smith's schooner Sally, in Canso Harbour. That 
day in the afternoon was a storm of snow and wind cold 
and severe as almost any in winter, lasted till about mid- 
night. Saturday were thunder storms, rain and very dark, 
and the night following Sabbath day morning, was the 14'*, 
very dark and foggy, some rain and in the evening follow- 
ing cleared up with a fair N. N. W. wind. That day we 
came into Canso Harbour, was brought in, taken by Capt. 
i Fletcher, a French sloop, loaded with rum, wine brandy 

and indigo, without the loss of a man ; about the same 
* •' time was taken by Capt. Dunahue, and brought into Canso, 

three Indians of the Cape Sables, and a Sabbath day, the 
14*** of April, brought in eight more. Monday morning* 
fair weather and orders given out to sail, but wind not 
i suiting, did not sail that day. Tuesday was a fair pleasant 

[ ' morning, but the wind contrary, but soon overcast with 

( ; ., ^ clouds and fog that day and night following. 

' •' 
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WediieMlny the forenoon fair, in the afternoon rain, 
l>rou>jht in a brig taken off Carborough bay by Capt Snel- 
lin;;, loiwletl with mm, molasses, coffee and chocolate, who 
had a few days before taken a fishing schooner belonging 
to Cai)e Ann (April the 17*^) the men on board the brig 
who belonginl to the schooner informed us that the ice at 
Cai>e Breton was so driven up that a vessel could not get 
into the harbour, so we were obliged to stay in Canso till 
that was removed. 

April, the 18*^ 1745. Thursday : This day was a rainy 
day, and about 3 of the clock in the afternoon, the great 
guns In^gan to fire off Canso Harbour, 3 or 4 leagues (many 
of the vessels were discovered by the people here from the 
tops of the masts and the high hill at Canso) continued 
without much intermission till ten of the clock in the even- 
ing. About six of the clock Capt. Dunahue and Capt. Swan 
brought in a fine brig that they had taken that afternoon. 
Before this prize came in Rouse Sanders and the Piscata- 
qua Slooj), well mannetl went out in pursuit ; the cannon a 
firing all this while. Dunahue and Swail manned off before 
it was dark and out again. 

Friday, the 19**. The cannon fire<l at a great rate till 
al)Out two of the clock. Capt. Beckett went out for a dis- 
covery but found nothing but a Ixnly of ice. Saturday, the 
20*''. This was a fair and pleasant day, and the companies 
on shore began to exercise. Sanders i*eturned from chase 
after ship and although she was chased by Snelling, Ting, 
Rowse Smithers, which were 16, 18 and 20 guns and several 
more smaller ones and some hundreds of cannon fired at 
her, yet she got away from them all. The chase continued 
upwards of 30 hours. She was about a 30 gun ship and a 
smart ship. 

Sabbath day, 21" was a very rainy day. Capt. Fumal the 
Piscataque sloop had returned from her chase after the 
ship, turned and went to the harbour at Louisburg, and 
found it full of ice. At his return to Canso met with a 
schooner that the French a few days before had taken and 
he retook her and brought her in. This was the sixth ves- 
sel that had been taken and brought into this harbour since 
we came into it. This day four of CoL Willards men being 
on shore getting wood one of the men was shot at hj a 
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.Frenchman and it grazed one finger and went through his 
coat sleeve. The four men being unarmed and on shore 
getting wood were surprised by two Frenclimen and one 
Indian appearing in arms. Tlie four Englishmen yielded 
themselves up prisoners and went off, as they were with 
their enemies and traveled as they judged about ten miles ; 
as they tniveled they agree<l when an opportunity pre- 
sented to fall upon them and the word was given, and three 
of the English fell \\\x)n them, each of them a man and the 
other to their guns, and made themselves mastei-s of them, 
and brought them back again. A little l)efore they camo 
to the place where they were taken, the Indian turned 
alK>ut and ran away, one of the Englishmen shot after him 
and it is thought he is dead, for the canoe they came in and 
a lx)ttle of rum in it. our people found the next day, but 
the Indian had not been there. 

Monday, 22"*^ was a fair day, cold and windy. This day 
c.'ime in a 40 gun ship, Capt. Duval, commander, who 
brought news of Capt. Wan*en and three other men of 
war. and one of our trans})orts that was given up for lost 
came in, welL 

Tuesilay, April 23. This day was taken a small sloop at 
St. Peters, and four or five houses burnt, one Fi-enchman 
killed, three Englishmen wounded. Came into the mouth 
of Canso Harbour, Commodore Warren with a 60 gun 
ship, one 50 guns and 2 40 guns. This was a fair day. 

Weclnesday, the 24'**. This was a fair day, nine sail of 
vessels from Connecticut with their forces came in, in high 
spirits and good health* 

Thursday, the 25'^. This was a very windy day, wind 
at South and showers. I visited the Connecticut gentle- 
men and dined with Governor Wilcot. The wind in the 
night at W. S. W. 

Friday, the 26'**. This morning cloudy, very strong wind 
at W. S. W. the wind ceased and it was a very rainy day 
and night. Following that day we had news that Commo- 
dore Warren had taken three vessels which came out of 
Saint Peters. 

Saturday, the 27'^. This was foggy, some clouds and 
dark, but before noon it cleared up, wind at S. S. E. We 
are informed that the harbour at Lonisburg is clear of ice. 
* We wait only a fair wind to sail. 
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Siibbath da>% the 28**, was a foggy day, no rain, warm 
weather for Canso. Preaching ui)on tlio burj'ing Island in 
tlie forenoon by Mr. Crocker and in the afternoon by Mr. 
Newman. At sunset orders were given to sail, but the 
wind died away and we were obliged to stay for a fair 
wind. 

Monday, tlie 29'*, About 7 of the clock we saileil out of 
Canso Harlx>ur for Cape Breton with a fair wind ; the wind 
ceased so we lai<l to at night. 

Tuesday, the 30'*. This was a fair pleasant morning. 
Came in fair sight, sun 1 hour high, of Louisburgh. Tliere 
ai>iH»are<l a great numl>er of French marching up the sea 
side towards Cabaraugh Bay to prevent our people landing 
but as quick as )K)ssible our boats were on shore. Some 
few of the English ran to meet the French and came in 
shot of them, there was a short but sharp engagement. 
Two of the French were killed on the spot, one taken and 
more wounded and the English had not one killed, one or 
two slightly wounded. The French got off as fast as they 
could, the English following them. But the woods being 
very thick, they soon got out of sight, but there was soon 
a great number of the English gathered together, and they 
followetl them up in the woods, and got round them so that 
they were not able many of them to get into the town. In 
the afternoon three more of them were taken and at night 
two more were killed near the town. We landed safe 
although we were in great danger. Encamped that night 
on Cape Breton. ~^ 

Wednesday, May I'*. Several more French were taken, 
the French burned many of their own houses and sank 
their vessels many of them. In the North Ektst Harbour 
our people burnt many of their houses, took two French- 
men. The French at the Royal Battre were frightened 
away. Our people got possession of the Royal Battre, but 
the touchholes of their cannon wore stopped up before they 
went off. 

Thursday, the 2"**. Several of the French horses, co¥r8, 
calves, goats, such of them as would do for meat were 
killed, and some of their men and two women taken. The 
touch hole of one of their guns at Royal Battre was drilled 
out and fired at the town, above 100 gnus from the town 
fired at the Royal Battre, and many bombs. No man hurt 
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Friday, the 3^"*. This day three of our guns at the Royal 
Battre fit for firing, and fired twenty shots with 42 pound- 
ers. Received many from tliem shot and bombs, but no- 
body hurt. 

Saturday, tlie 4'*'. Fired 94 of our guns from the Royal 
Battre, upon the tow'n, and a 13 inch bomb, placed at a 
part of the town about } of a mile, fired 4 direc'tl}^ into the 
town. Sevenal more taken of the French. 

Sabbath day, the 5'*" of May. This day I was ordered 
and had a commission from the General to oversee twenty 
odd smiths in clearing the cannon touch holes that the 
French had stopped up. This day a 42 pounder of the 
Royal Battre was split. Capt. Roads much burnt, but has 
since recovered. There I staid till Thursday, hundreds of 
cannon and a great number of bombs fired balls through 
the fort and in the walls, but nobody much hurt. We fired 
many hundreds of guns at them. In this time many pris- 
oners taken, some killed, several attacks were designed 
against the island battre prove unsuccessful. 

Thurstlay, the 9**'. This day were three men wounded and 
one both of his legs shot off, who died in a short time. 

Friday, the 10***. Twenty odd men who were up in the 
woods were shot upon by a greater number of French and 
Indians ; killed four of the men, 3 or 4 got away — 13 of 
our men gave themselves up prisoners— but the merciless, 
barbarous creatures tormented them to death after they 
had given them quarters. 

Saturday, the 11**". I visited Rector Williams at his camp 
and Col. Burr and dined with them. 

Sabbath day, the It^^. This day in the afternoon heai*d 
Rector Williams preach from these words: — "Ho every 
one that thirsteth come and take of the waters of life 
freely. ** 

Monday, the 13***. This day there was a man killed at 
the Battre from a shot from the town and one wounded at 
the Greenhill, by one of our guns breaking ; the man's leg 
broke all to pieces. The Doctor cut it oflf at the knee. 

Tuesday, the 14***. This was a rainy day and it hailed for 
the first time we came upon this land. At night it cleared 
up. We laid still all that day. 

Wednesday, the 13***. A fair day. 2 fascion battries 
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preparing at the west and south west part of the city in 
order to l>eat down the walls and gates. Tlie cannon were 
drawing from the Grand Battre to place in them ; some 
already placed in the south west part to play well upon the 
town, also a large mortar with some cow horns. Some 
hundreils of cannon fired fi-om the town in order to prevent 
oiir i)eople proceeding in their work, but no man was hurt. 

I would make remarks ui)on our cami>aign. The iKH>ple 
many of them ai-e ill, the reasons I think are plain : !•* 
the ground here is cold and wet, the water much of it is in 
low marshy ground of a reddish color and stagnateil. The 
people have no IkhIs to lay on, nor tents to keep off the fogs 
and dew. 

^nuiy Qm- provisions are chiefly pork and bread iiiithout 
sauce, except a small matter of beans and peas, which sets 
the iK'ople into fluxes, and many of the people are un- 
acquainted with lying in the wocxls and keep no fires, get 
great cold. The places are not convenient for sick people, 
and very uncomfortable for them to bo taken to, so that 
their illness must of necessity increase upon them ; so I 
learn by this campaign how to do bettor in another if 
it should ever be in my time. 

Thursday, the 16***. One man killed by a bomb (this was 
a fair day) belonging to Piscataque at Portsmouth in New 
Hampshire. 

Friday, the 17*^. A fair day. A number of French from 
town, near the Light House engaged a comi>any of our 
men who were upon that land about 40 of ours boat oflf 
about 100 of them. One French man was wounded and 
taken, and how many kille<l we do not know. One of oup 
men was wounded at night. We di-ew two large cannon 
from the Grand Battre and two more that were i>artly 
drawn before and their carriages, and placed them within 
40 or 50 rods of the town. A gun split at the- Grand 
Battre and wounded 2 men ; the third that has split there. 

Saturday, the 18***. This was a fair day in the morning. 
The French engaged our people with small arms from the 
walls, and our people attacked them, many hundreds of 
guns were fired to and from one and another. Several of 
them we killed without doubt Two of ours were killed 
by noon, two or three more in the afternoon. Capt. Farce 
was killed by a cannon ball. 
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Sabbath day, 19»^ Cloudy this day, wind N. E: Early 
in the morning the guns, cannon and small arms began to 
fire. One of our gunners was killed. Many hundred, 
small and great were fired. About two of the clock, they 
began an engagement by sea, with our ships of war. 
Broad sides were fired lx>th sides. \Miat the issue is we do 
not yet know, so leave it. This day a sorrowful accident 
hapi)ened. A barrel of powder caught fire, killed two and 
burnt three more very much ; another accident happened, 
a great gun split and killetl two men and wounded several 
more. 

Monday, May 20*\ 1745. This is my birthday and I have 
arrived to the full ago of Thirty nine years and have seen 
and been the subject of many remarkable deliverances. 
But since I have been engaged in this expedition, daily 
something remarkable and some days extraordinary, prov- 
idences in favor of the army or my own preservation, A 
record of which I hope and desire never to forget, but to 
keep a record of it upon my mind and to give the Pre- 
server of men who orders all things by a wise providence 
the praise of it Saturday last Capt. Flacher's men being 
on shore at Caborough bay to get water, all up in a heap, 
were shot upon by a number of Indians 7 killed and three 
more taken. One man died Monday by sickness. 

Tuesday, 'ZV\ Something foggy with a south wind. One 
man died by sickness, 3 days together foggy and dark, 
1 died by sickness this day. 

Wednesday, i'Z*. This is a fair day and pleasant. Last 
sabbath day night Commodore Warren after a sharp en- 
gagement with a 70 gun ship from France, the Mermaid a 
40 gunship with him, for two hours, yard arm and yard 
arm, took her with only the lossof 4 men, but the French 
lost 30 and many more wounded. The ship this day was 
brouglit in and lay in fair sight of the town, for the French 
to look up. She is a vast rich prize. 

Thursday, the 23'^ This is a fair day, pleasant morning : 
many attempts we have had for taking the Island Battre, 
which all prove abortive. This night CoL Noble was the 
overseer of the attack. The soldiers sailed all around the 
Island, but no Col. Noble to be found. For want of an 
officer the soldiers returned. Capt. Hale at the Grand 
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Battre last week was wonncle<l by the splitting of a cannon, 
ami died this week. This day one of Conimo<lore War- 
ren's men that was wounded some time i>ast, died. 

Friday, 24*^. Cloudy the forenoon but the afternoon fair 
with X. E. wind. Died Major Nutcn of Colchester. 

Saturday the 25***. By a scout of men up in the woods, 
tliey discovered six Frenchmen and kilknl one of them and 
took 3 more. It was a very dry time with a N. W. wind. 
Tlio woods burnt furiously and the fire came near our 
camp. With much lalx)r it was stopped so that there was 
not tlmt I know of any damage done by it to any of our 
cami)s. 

Sabbath day. May the 20*^, 1745. This was a fair day. 
A Comjiany of voluntet^rs enlisted for another attack on 
the Island Battre, although there IumI l>een 4 or 5 attempts 
fur it before, and all proved unsuccessful, and Providence 
s*^*med not to favor it ; yet some i>eoplo were engaged to 
try once more and this night put it in practice. But now 
Providence seemed to frown remarkably on the affair. 
Our i)eople were discovered by those at the Island Battre 
lK»fore they got on shore, and the French being prepared 
with their cannon pointed down to strike the boats just be- 
fore they came on shore, loaded with chain and partridge 
shot, and a great number of men with small arms, as soon 
as our people came in sight, with all the fury and resolu- 
tion possible they fired upon them, and cut off whole boat 
loads of them, but in spite of all their fire 4 or 5 boat loads 
got on the Island and engaged them for near an hour, by 
firing great numbers of small arms upon them. Not more 
than 3 or 4 rods apart and by the light of their fire saw 
well to shoot and doubtless killed many of them. Other 
lioats, great numbers of them behind, not having a pilot 
were not able to get on shore, and trying for a long time 
and in the very heat of the fire, they found they were not 
able to land, returned, those of them that were able re- 
turned as fast as they could to land again. Those that 
had got on the Island as many of them as could get boats, 
made the best of their way off, but many left behind, that 
there were no boats for, so were obliged to fall into the 
hand of their enemies. Many were taken, many killed 
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* and drowned and wounded. The number yet I do not 

know. It is since thought 150 in all. 

Monday, the 27*^. This was a dark and cloudy day with 
some rain. About ten captives brought in that were taken 
up in the woods north of tlie Grand Battre. A scout of 
our regiment went out Sunday last to see what discovery 
they could make, with a design to return the next day, but 
came not till Thursday. A man was wounde<l at the west 
gate with a small arm and at night one with a bomb. 

Tuesday, 28**". Col. Noble being out with a company of 
about 400 men met with a number of French, engaged 
them, killed a number of them not certain but it is thought 
many, and took one. Lost of ours six, wounded 18. The 
one that was taken came out of the town alx)ut a fortnight 
past and gives account that provisions are very scarce, meat 
nor bread have they little or anything to eat. 

Wednesday, the 29***. This was a pleasant fair day. 

Since last Friday to this day, I have been kept in by a 

Quincycal humor that was upon me, but I have now in 

some measure got well of it, and this day walked out 

j Thursday, the 30***. This was a fair pleasant day. Our 

• scout that went out last Sunday came in this day, but had 

j found nothing. A scout from above the Grand Battre 

t . brought in ten captives of the company that Col. Noble 

I with 400 men engaged with last Tuesday. It is said by 

these captives that they had killed and wounded about 4(X 
men and the rest of the number in the whole was about 
150 Fi*ench and Indians, and the remainder scattered about 
in small companies, without any meat and little or no 
I bread. 

i Friday, the 31**. This was a foggy morning and dark 

^ ' day in the forenoon but afterwards pleasant and warm. 

; 1 Saturday, June 1, 1745. Cloudy, foggy and some rain. 

\ ! As soon as it was light hundreds of small arms were fired 

by our people at the West gate, and from the French at. 
our people, but nobody was wounded. Capt Melvin with, 
a company went out to scout 

Sabbath day, June 2, 1745. A foggy, dark morning. 
Last night received a letter from my wife and with great 
satisfaction. I then and this morning read it and am 
much rejoiced to hear of the welfare of my family, and ex-^ 
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|x»rienced tliat good news from a far country is like cold 
water to a thirsty soul. At night went up to the West 
pUe. At the fascion l>attery. Lodged at Capt Omsted's. 
About sunset a man was shot in the head by a piece of 
lH»nib shell. I hoy>e not mortally. A piece of the same 
lH»nib shell struck within a few feet of me, and soon after 
a lH>nib fell within about a roil of me, and a great number 
of people also were within a few rods of it, but no man 
was hurt. 

Monday, the 3**. A cloudy moniing, but soon cleared off. 
In the morning Lt. Grant picked a mess of herb, boiled 
tliem at Capt. Omsteds eat them with a good api)etite, they 
Ix'ing the first greens that I have tasted of this spring. A 
sloop was taken bound to Louisburg, from Canada, loaded 
with provisions. The i)eoi)le in it ran it ashore, jumped oflf 
the l)owsi>rit, left the sloop and ran into the woods. 

Tues<lay, Juno 4'*'. A fair pleasant day. Thei-e wei'e 
brought in 18 or 20 captives, men, women and children. 
In the afternoon went to the West gate to command the 
^'iiard there. Staid in the trench all night. The French 
shot 4 or 5 cannon and once charged the pieces with 
langrange, some within a verj' liltle matter of my head and 
other peoi)le, but none hurt. Shot 3 liombs around and 
among us, but nobody was hurt. About twelve of the 
night a Frenchman came out of the city, choosing to be 
with the English, who informed us of the state of the cir- 
cumstances of the city. The number of the people in all 
about 3000 that were killed by us and forty wounded, pro- 
visions scarce, meat none, dried fish enough, 116 of our 
l)eople taken, some of them wounded* 

Wednesday, the 5'**. A fair day. Staid thia day at the 
West gate, having the care of the guard. At night re- 
turned to my camp. A ship was taken this day. It is said 
to be a 34 gunship. 

Thursday, the 6*^. A fair day. I had this day the 
charge of removing the Hospital with our Regiment. The 
sick we first took out and then took down the house and 
carried it to our new camp, which was about half a mile, 
and set it up again, put the sick in at night. This day one 
of the men that was moved, that belonged to Capt. Baker, 
died, and in the night, Clary, that was burnt with powder 
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8ome time past, also died. A French boy came out of the 
city, who liad deserted and we cannot get anything out of 
him. He will not talk and seems to be an idiot and half 
fool. 

Friday, the 7"*. A fair day. This day we removed our 
tents. This is tlie third time we have move<l, we not being 
in proper form for a cami>aign, and now we have placed 
ourselves more compact together. Today I got myself a 
tent to dwell in, and this was the first night that I have 
lodged in one since wo encamj>ed. Our lo<lging before was 
turf and bough houses, officers and soldiers together. Now 
I lodge in one by myself. 

Saturday, the 8th. A stormy day. This day the Cap- 
tain of the vigilance sent a letter to the Governor in the 
city by a flag of truce, to inform him that he wjis used 
very well and advise<l him (that is the Governor) to give 
up the city. The letter being read and they came to under- 
stand the vigilance was taken, it put them into a great con- 
sternation, for they much dei)ended upon it. "When the 
soldiers came to hear of it they determined not to fight, 
except they were forced, and one of them was coming to 
bring some letter from the prisoners, was found out and 
they directly hanged him. This we understood by two 
men that came out the night following. This day a man 
riding along about half a mile from the city, his horse was 
shot dead by a cannon ball, the man not hurt. Nathaniel 
Chamberlain, some time last week received a blow on his 
cheek with a crow bar and since at turns, has bled very 
much, but today more, and he was brought very low. The 
next day was the Sabbath, 9***, and he bled more. I got all 
the skilfull Doctors that were in the army, but at turns 
bled, and to such a degree that he has become very weak, 
and about 3 of the clock in the afternoon had such a faint- 
ing fit, that we thought he was dying, but he came too and 
revived somewhat and the bleeding stopped, so that there 
seemed to be more hopes of him, but in the night he bled 
more. A fair pleasant day, heard preaching both fore and 
afternoon by Mr. Balek. Between meetings worked at the 
trench, and so after meeting at night in the trench, in order 
to have our camp all fortified, that we might be safe from 
the enemy that we hear are up in the woods. The two 
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men who came out of the city gave an account that many 
wonhl get out if they had an opiwrtunity, and they 
themselves were well pleased with the exchange. Tliere 
was seen off at some distance a chace of our men of war, 
wh*> were after as it is thought a French man of war, and 
followed by al>out C of ours and followed till they got out 
of sight. So nothing further about it this day. 

Monilay, June 10*''. A fair day. The ship that was fol- 
l«»wed yesterday, this day we are informeil that it is a fifty 
gun ship that Inus this day joined Commodore Warren and 
gives an account of two more tlnit parte<l with him a short 
tinu» ago in a fog : which were designed for this place, and 
we daily exi)ect lun-e. A man was this day killed from the 
Island Battre, at the Light house Battre, shot through with 
a cannon ball. At day they l)egan to fire from the Light 
house Battre at the Island Battre with a gun from the city 
and from the Island. The French fired greatl}^ only two 
men wounded and those but slightly. This was a fair 
pleasant day ; the regiment were mustered in order to have 
our arms reviewed. 

Tuesday, the IT**. This being our King's ascension day, 
it was observed by the army here, at our camp at Cape 
Breton. Orders were given at all our batteries to fire 
smartly at the city. The General with some of the coun- 
cil, waited upon Commotlore Warren, on board his ship ; 
the remainder of the council and some other of the officers 
dined at the Generals, and a very fine entertainment, with 
everjihing that was convenient and refreshing. At 12 of 
the clock, the regiment being in arms, gave three cheers, 
with the drums after. At our entertainment at the Gen- 
eral's we had music : — a violin, flute, and vocal music, and 
staid all the afternoon. At night the General with his 
attendants came on shore, and was welcomed by the gentle- 
men who were there. 

Wednesday, the 12***. This is a fair day. Orders were 
given in our regiment for cutting 250 faggots to fill up the 
trench with ; in the afternoon also orders for a great quan- 
tity of stores for the ships. The French, last night and 
this day, fired a vast many bombs and cannon and small 
ai-ms also, but no man killed, and wounded three, but I 
hope not mortal. This day joined with the Commodore, 
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two ships that were before expected, a GO gun ship and 
one 40. 

Thursday, the 13'**. A fair pleasant day. Twenty-five 

men from our regiment are to go on board the men-of-war, 

, under the command of Col. Moore, chief commander of 

the detachment and Lt. David King over the twenty-five 

i men, that were raised in our regiment, one was out of ray 

I company, Darbo Crowley. The nights hei'e are ver}' cold, 

a frost some nights and ice of considerable thickness. 

Friday, June U***, 1745. A fair day, in the afternoon 
some foggy. The twenty-five men commanded by Lt. 
David King went on board this day in order for an attack 
upon the town with Commodore Warren as soon as the 
wind and weather suits. Orders are to attack the city on 
the land at the same time. It is said the French fired 
about fifty bombs this night at our people in the trench, 
but nobody was hurt. 

Saturday, the 15***. A fair pleasant day. Commodore 
Warren came on shore. Our regiment with other regi- 
ments in the camp mustered in a regimental order. Com. 
Warren made a fine speech to the army and marched 
through together with the General and some other gentle- 
men, and agreed with the General and publicly with the 
whole army, that as soon as the wind and weather should 
I favor, he with all his ships, should go into the harbour, 

i engage the Island Battre and the city. We upon the land, 

I with all our forces at the same time should engage them 

with all our artillery and escalading ladders. After this, 
I just before sunset, the French sent out a flag of truce. The 

' terms that were agreed upon by the council was that they 

I should deliver themselves up prisoners of war, and the 

\ time allowed them for consideration was till next day at 

i nine of the clock in the morning, so were dismissed for that 

timo. 
Sabbath day, 16***. Misty morning and all waiting for 
^ an answer from the city. The time before appointed for 

I the French to give an answer was 9 of the clock. They 

1 came and it was agreed they deliver themselves up prison- 

I ers of war, with the liberty that they should have their 

^ own money with their moveable estate and deliver a hos- 

[ tage as a pledge of truthfulness, and next morning for the 
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army to enter tlie city. This night, I with Maj. Cat, Capt. 
King ami Lt. Miller went the grand rounds and this was 
the warmest night that has Ijeen since that wo C4ime upon 
this Island. Returned to my tent just at break of day. 

Monday, June 17*"*. Mustered our regiment this day, the 
General, Major General, and some other gentlemen, with 
the General's regiment to guard them, the remainder of 
our regiments staid within our own wall at the camp. The 
night following, a very rainy night. 

Tui»sday, the 18***. A dark, misty and some rain this day, 
A man U'longing to Cajit. Golden died this day. A ship 
taken at the mouth of the harbour, loaded with wine and 
brandy, I staid this day in our camp and the night follow- 
ing rained hard, but I lay dry in my tent and slept welL 

WiMlnesda}^ the 19***. A foggy, misty, rainy day. Part 
of the army staid at the camp, and jmrt of the army in the 
city, and part at the camp to guard the stores. 

Thursday, the 20"*. Rain and dark this day and very 
uncomfortable at our camp by reason of the wet, but no 
getting the stores away by reason of the surf, that there 
was in the sea. 

Friday, the 2V\ It still continued foul weather. This 
is the fourth day since it began, and it is very remarkable 
that 47 days we have been on this Island and in all that 
time not so much foul weather by one half as there has 
been now in one week, which I look upon as smile of Prov- 
idence upon the army, for if there had been foul weather, 
as commonly there used to be here at this time In the year, 
it would have rendered it exceedingly difficult, if not wholly 
frustrated the design, scattered our fleet and sickened our 
army. As we have had a remarkable smile of Providence 
ui)on us ever since we set out upon this expedition, so at 
last it was very remarkable that the enemy should give it 
up in that very time which they did. If they had not we 
must have made a bold attempt by escalading the walls that 
it seems would have been fatal ; either the loss of a great 
many men or it may be we should never have taken the 
city. But so it was ordered by Divine Providence, and it 
is evident that God has both begun and finished this great 
work, even the reduction of Louisburg, and given into the 
hands of the English and Glory be to the great name of 
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Jehovah for it. This day I went from our camp to the 
city and loilged there this night in a French house with Lt. 
Lyman and was kindly entertained by them. 

Saturday, tlie 22"'*. Staid in the city this day till near 
night and then came back to our camp. Still foggy 
weather and this day no rain. Our sick men were carried 
into the city, viz. : Peter Montague, Josiah Xash and Selah 
Wright, upon men's shoulders. 

Sabbath day, 23"*. This is a fogg>^ day still staid in our 
camp ; heard Mr. Moody preach in the forenoon and Mr. 
Landon in the afternoon and at night made a prayier to 
our regiment. 

Monday, 24***. Staid .it our camp and had the command 
of several regiments there, who staid to guard stores and 
no man to pass without a written order. ^lany scores I 
wrote. This was a misty, foggy day. Capt. Rowe after 
he had beat about many days in the fog, could not find his 
way in. This day got in who had been to for 

mortars. 

Tuesday, the 25***. A cloudy, dark foggy day, some rain. 
Staid this day at my tent, no business to do and but poor 
entertainment, my things being up in the city ; not much 
comfortable to eat or drink, and not very well in health. 

Wednesday, 2G"*. A fair pleasant day. Went this day 
from the camp up to the city, not very well in health, by 
reason of my lying 8 or 9 nights together in my tent, when 
many of the nights it rained hard, and if otherwise very 
misty and foggy ; so that it kept the inside of my tent con- 
tinually wet, and in my bed. Lodged this night with Mr. 
Hawley and Dr. Pincum. 

Thursday, the 27***. This day it rained. I was taken 
very ill with a flux and about 2 of the clock in the after- 
noon cold, agueish, soon after with a terrible headache and 
fever. I laid myself down upon Mr. Hawley's bed all that 
afternoon and night and was very sick all night and slept 
but little. 

Friday, the 28'**. This morning I was very sick with 
fever and flux. Dr. Pynchon bled me and the fever abated. 
I had my own bed brought into the chamber and got into 
it and lodged with more comfort, being alone. 

Saturday, 29**'. Still contiuiied sick, but growing better ; 
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took i)bysic of Rhubarb. All our iKH>i>le moved up from 
the camp to some of the houses without the walls of the 
city. 

Sabbath <lay, 30***. Tliis day a fair pleasant day, but I 
coiifine<l myself to my chaml)er so heard no preaching 
being sick on the betl. 

ilontlay. July 1. Many of the French iK>ople have gone 
on board toilay. I am still confino<l to my chamber; sick, 
fever and flux still continued hanl upon me. This a fair 
day. Our |MX>ple are moving into the city. 

Tuesday, July 2"**. A fair and ple^isant day. The 
Fronth njoving cmt and going on board. Our i>eo[>le going 
in and taking possession of their houses. This day Major 
General Walcott and a number of Connec^ticut forces of 
about 70 or 80 emlKirkeil for home. Lt. Taylor of Nor- 
wich also went. I still continued in my chamber, but grow- 
ing somewhat lx»tter. Eat a small mutter of mutton. 

Wednesday, the 3^'. This was a showery day with some 
thunder. Capt. Eilman's came in this day with a corajiany 
from Xew England, in the county of Worcester, and bring 
the good news of a thousand or more men coming for our 
r*»lief ; and one of captains is from Northampton and some 
of the company from the county of Hampshire. This day 
the Launceston, man-of-war, set sail with a1)out 700 of the 
French inhabitants of Louisburg, for France. I still con- 
tinued in my chamber, but growing better. E^t some 
fresh mutton for dinner with a good appetite. 

Thursday, 4'**. Sailed this day for Frauce^^six sail of 
vessels with the French inhabitants of Louisburg. It was 
a fair pleasant day. I still continued in my chamber. E^t 
some fresh beef for dinner, but a small piece, but eat it 
with a good appetite. 

Friday, the S'**. This morning came in Col. Cheat into 
Louisburg with two companies. He informs that 4 vessels 
with transports set sail with him that are hourly expected. 
Capt. Sanders set sail for Boston this morning. Morning 
cloudy but no rain. 

Saturday, the C'**. This a fair pleasant day. I was so 
recovered of my sickness that in the afternoon I walked 
out of my chamber and about the city. Came in this day 
Capt. Snelling, with men from New England, CoL William 
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Williams, Mr. Williams of Longmeadow and nineteen per- 
sons from Northampton, whose names I do not now know. 
Received 5 letters from my friends in New England which 
gave me much satisfaction, for they all speak of good news. 

Sabbath day, the 7***. This a fair pleasant day. I went 
on lx)ard Capt. Snellings vessel to see Mr. Williams and 
Col. Williams and our Northampton i>eople, for I heard 
Mr. Williams was to preavch there, but he was gone it was 
said to the Grand Battre. I went there, they were not 
there and then to the Island Battery, and they were not 
there. I then returned to the city and heard Mr. Moody 
preach there in the forenoon and Mr. Rector Williams in 
the afternoon and some of our Northampton new comers 
were there. 

Monday, the 8***. This is a fair day and warm for Cape 
Breton. Tlie French i>eo])le are getting on l>oard for New 
England. 

Tuesday, 0'** July. A fair pleasant day. To<lay seven 
vessels with French for New England sailed. News came 
on this day of Capt. Donnahews being killed with eleven 
men by the Indians up in the gut of Canso, going ashore 
in a boat, last Saturday was seven nights which was the 
29'** June, 

Wednesday, the lO'*". A fair pleasant day. A number 
of my soldiers are going on board Capt. Tomson's vessel in 
order to go to New England. Today a man had his arm 
shot all to pieces by a soldier iinng liis gun. The man that 
was shot belonged to the ships. 

Thursday, 11***. This is a warm pleasant day, but not 
hot like New England. Lt. Lyman with 24 of my soldiers 
sailed about 10 of the clock for New England in Capt, 
Tliompson's Rhode Island ship of about 20 guns, but an 
uncomfortable place to carry soldiers. An account of the 
cannon we have fired at the French and bombs : viz : can- 
non nine thousand and some odd bombs. Six hundred and 
fifty were killed by them and the small arms. In the city 
according to the l>est accounts we have by the people in 
the city is upwards of 400. Tlie number of the cannon in 
the city ninety otld ; at the Grand Battre 30-42 pounders ; 
2-18 pounders; at the Island Battery 34; 31 of the 28 
IKiunders and mortars at the Island and 3-18 pounders, 2 
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brass ; in tl»e city 5 brass and one Iron in the city a great i 

number of swivels and other cruel instruments of death. ! 

The walls of the city are uiK)n the land side, one about 25 ; 

ft et high and about 4 rods thick, within the walls are near j ' 

100 acres of land ; the walls are near two miles around 
the city. 

Friday, July 12'*. This is a fair pleasant day, warm but 
not hot. Finished all my business in Louisburg, dined 
with the General and some other gentlemen. The dinner 
was very good, cider and wine plenty ; first a good plum ; j 

l>udding, l)oiled pork, beef, herbs, two large fat roast ] 

l)igs and salmon and boile<l butter plenty. After dinner , 

took leave of all the gentlemen and went on board Mr. 
Bastard's Ampins Engineers sloop, Capt. Donnel, Master. 
It lx»ing calm we lay in the harl)Our that night. 

Saturday, the 13***. A strong S. W. wind which was 
directly against us, so we were not able to sail that night, 
SO we lay in the harl)Our all day waiting for a wind that 
suited to sail. It was a fair day. 

Sabbath day, the 14'*. Last night it rained wind S. W. ; « 

this moniing misty and some rain ; preiwiring to sail, wind 
N. E., first a small breeze. We sailed by the Island Bat- 
tei-y about 7 of the clock with a fresh breeze of wind. , 

About 9 it all died away. We lay rolling in a calm all that ' 

day and night till about 11 and 12 o'clock in the night and 
then a small breeze till 3 or 4 in the morning and then died 
away to a dead calm. I was sea sick all the first day, notb* 
ing to eat or drink, with any appetite or that T could keep 
down. 

Monday, the 15'*. A dead calm this morning, vrith some 
showers as yesterday. Not so sick this morning. E^t a 
small matter and it kept down. About 9 of the clock this 
morning we hailed a brig that came from Massachusetts 
and we were informed by her that they had the good news 
bX Boston of the city of Louisburg's being taken. We are 
informed it was received with the greatest joy. It was \ 

early in the morning, the 3'* of July, which was commence- ! i . 

ment day, and the Governor ordered all the bells to be I ' 

rung and guns to be fired. This day had a quarter of a j : ; • 

good fat lamb roasted. I eat of it with some appetite. It 
being calm I was not so sick. Mild and calm all day and 
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but very little bead way all tbat day. It was a fair still 
afteraoon, 

Tuesday tbo 16***. Some time before day there came up 
a breeze of wind at South, and in the morning very fresh, 
but it was against us and it was foggy. The fog cleared 
off, the wind came up very strong at S. W. It being con- 
trary we turned into Canso Harbor about 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon ; lay there that night. There was a shower of 
rain that afternoon. In the night it cleare<l oflf. Straw- 
berries were now rijK? and very plenty at Canso. 

Wednesday, 17***. This a fair morning, wind N. N. W. 
a fresh breeze. About half an hour before the sun was up, 
we set sail out of Canso Harbor. Sailed all day with a 
small bi*oeze, although some part of the day was contrary 
winds, we were obliged to tack. We met several vessels 
coming from Boston, but sjKike with none of them. I was 
not sea sick all day. 

Thursday, the 18***. This is a fair pleasant morning, but 
a small breeze of wind, at W. N. W. but in the afternoon 
came up a violent west wind ahead all the afternoon, and 
in the night thunder and nun and a violent wind right 
against us, so that all we got was by tacks, and we beat a 
great way off into the sea out of our way. Sick all day. 

Friday, 19***. All this foi'enoon a strong wind ahead and 
rain and all the way we made was by tacking, and that 
is but very slow. Afternoon it cleareil oflf and the sun ap- 
peared, but still the wind against us, all day in a I'olling 
sea, but little comfort up or down. 

Saturday, the 20'^. All last night a strong W. S. W. 
which was right ahead and heavy showers of rain, some 
thunder. The wind held strong ahead all day against us 
and a rolling sea, rain and fog. I was not able to sit up 
this day, nor any appetite to eat and drink. 

Sunday, the 21 '^ Last night a steady night* s rain, but 
little wind, but what there was, was against us. This 
morning very still and a steady rain. Sometime in the 
forenoon it cleared up, wind but a little, but what there 
was was W. and by N. so we made but little way that day. 

Monday, 22***, A still, fair, pleasant morning ; no wind 
all last night; this morning we lay to a fishing and we 
caught them plentifully, although the water was about 510 
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feet deep. I put the line down once myself and drew up 
two coilfish at one time, the first that I ever put a book for 
one. It was on the banks of Cai>e Sahle, shore 8 or 10 
leagues. AVe lay all the forenoon in a dead calm, rolling 
in the sea. Tlie afternoon was even the ssnne although we 
IiojrhI to the contrary by what api>eared in the clouds, but it 
held all day in a |>erfect calm. This in the ninth day we 
have Ixvn out, and have had all weathers, but fair winds 
and none of those. 

Tuesday, July 23'^. Last night we had a small breeze of 
wind in our favor. This morning the wind small, but 
what was, was in our favor. Some clouds, signs of 
showei*8; a small gale of wind and showery at night, a 
calm and held all night 

Wednesday, the 24***. This a fair warm and a pleasant 
morning ; no wind, but al>out ten of the clock the wind 
breezed up a little. In the afternoon a fresh gale of wind 
came up and held the most of the night in our favor, but 
we got along considerably. 

Thursday, the 25*''. Tliis, all day foggy with but a little 
wind, and what was, was in the South which was partly 
against us. A whale appeared within about 20 or 30 rods 
of the vessel. We make but slow headway, many days 
have been calm and when there was a wind it was against 
us. 

Friday, the 26*^. Last night we passed by Cape Sables. 
This morning a breeze of wind from the south, which is 
now that we have got by the cape, a pretty fair wind for 
our course. Some showers of rain this morning and the 
afternoon foggy. 

Saturday, 27***. Last night a fair night, wind about W., 
w*hich was for our course. This morning a fair pleasant 
morning, wind fresh in the W. and held till about 11 of 
the clock, and the calm for 2 or three hours, turned then in 
the South and came up a small breeze. It was a fair clear 
day all day. 

Sabbath day, the 28^**. Last night the wind fresh and 
fair and this day a clear day and good wind at South. A 
little before sunset we saw the land at Cape Ann, which 
was very rejoicing for it was the 15*** day we had been out 
and our water was so bad, that I had drank none of for i 
days. 
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Monday, July 29*'', 1745. Last night rain and thunder 
and lightning. We kept off till morning, and then we got 
in above the Light house, and it was so foggy that we 
could not find the way up to town and came to an anchor 
at Nantasket. There were there at anchor 12 ships, 2 men 
of war and some of the others were mast ships. Towards 
night it cleare<l off : we set sail and came to Boston a little 
l^fore sunset, well and in good health. 

Tuesday, the 30***. This a fair day. I had the pleasure 
of seeing all my soldiers that came away before me, well 
and those of them that belonged to Hatfield, set out for 
home ; Roger ililler and Lt. Grant both sick. 

Wednes<lay, July the 3r*. This day all those that de- 
signeil to go home on foot set out. I had the night before 
sent for my horse by Cai)t. Partridge. This day a making 
up my muster roll and buying some things for myself. 

Thursday, Aug. T*, 1745. Very hot weather nnd it 
seized hard uiK>n us that had just come out of a cold 
country. Sergeant Parsons yesterday was taken sick. 

Friday, the 2"''. Fair hot weather. Sergt. Pai-sons still 
continued sick. Roger Miller very sick and low. Lt. 
Grant very dangerously sick. Benj. Stebbings of Spring- 
field had been in the expedition, sick here. One man who 
came in here well and eat a hearty meal of victuals died 
before next morning. 

Saturday, Aug. 3. A very hot day. Grant, Miller, 
Stebbins and Parsons, very sick. At or some time in the 
night, Lt. Grant died. Tonight I rode over to Roxbury to 
Capt. Williams and lodged there that night. Brother 
Wright, Daniel Strong and Joseph Parsons came with our 
horses. 

Sabbath day, the 4***. I rode into Boston this day in the 
afternoon after meeting, it rained hard, violently till most 
sunset. 

Monday, 5***. A fair pleasant day after a great rain. 
This day Lt. Grant was buried and I was one of the 
bearers. 

Tuesday, 6*^. Finished my business in Boston this day 
and just before sunset set out for Northampton. 

Wednesday, 7*^. Lodged at Mr. Williams and kindly 
entertained. Early in the morning set out and arrived at 
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night at Capt. Connors, at Brookfield, lodged there upon 
free cost 

Tliur8<laj% 8, 1745. Went tliis morning over to Brigadier 
Dwight's, eat breakfast with Madame D^ight, kindly 
treatetl, came to Cold Spring. Mr. Dwight's, dined and 
well treated all iiiK)n free cost. Arrived home at North- 
ampton about 5 of the clock. Amen. 

March 24^\ 1745. The fleet at this 24*** of March sailed 
from the King's Road ui)Ou the exjKHlition against Louis- 
burg. 

June 25***. I would now make some remarks ui)on the 
ri-markable Providence in favor of the great design that 
we were upon and I would consider in a few wonls the 
scheme that was laid in Boston that >vas to hasten away as 
fast as iK)ssible (with but 4 or 6 vessels of force and they 
but small. AVe had some hoiKJS of Com. Warren, but that 
was very uncertain) to Canso, and to wait no longer than 
to have all the transports come together and to take the 
first fair wind and to sail to Chalmraugh Bay. Lianding 
in the enemy with our whole army and to take our ladders, 
axes, crows, graplins, and all other things nee<lful in order 
to get over the walls in one night, this since we know to be 
impracticable. 

r* remark. Although there was altout 80 sail of vessels, 
yet they all arrived safe at Canso, about 3 weeks. 

2'*''. Our lying there so long we thought to be against 
us, but since see to the contrary, for in this time our cruis- 
ers took 7 or 8 vessels from the French. Commodore War- 
ren came with 3 ships besides his own for our help and the 
Connecticut fleet came all in well ; in this time the weather 
was very bad, cold and wet ; several times set to sail in 
this time but we were Providentially prevented. 29*^ 
April, the weather and wind this day being right, we sailed 
early in the morning ex^iecting to land that night and to 
march with all our utensils for war to attack the city the 
same night. 

3'**. Although we had a good wind in the morning, yet 
it died away and so we were prevented getting to our des- 
tined place that day. The next morning, a pleasant fair 
morning and our Fleet were discovered by the French and 
a large company of them came out to prevent our landing. 



Digitized by 



Google 



t.tjyiZirrgj- ^ ' '^ - v^ * •' ■■ — -—^-* — r~- — — rn r- ----■ -,--..f , 'n - i rriin i j m l ni i 



n 



144 HISTORY OP NORTHAMPTON. IHtt. 

4'**, This at first looked dark for us but was ordered in 
mercy for several of them were killed and taken and those 
that got in gave a great fright to those that were in the 
city, and at tlie Grand Battery and we appearing next day 
with a great company in sight frightened them out of the 
Grand Battery and we took i)ossession. 

5***. The taking a hu-ge sliip loaded from the French 
that was bound to Louisburg and !^everal more smaller 
vessels. 

G"'. Tluu-sduy, April 9***. It was agreed in council to 
make a bold attempt with our whole army with our laddei'S 
to esc«'\lade the walls but it was mercifully prevented. 

7***. Another very renmrkable thing, the many thousands 
of bombs an<l cannon and an innumerable number of small 
arms fired at us, yet but about 17 pei-sons killed by them 
at any or all of our batteries. 

8**, another. The weather 47 days that we had been en- 
gaged in the Island with our enemies not one ba<l storm 
and but very little rain or fog, which is common at that 
time of the year, and esi>ecially at this place (viz. : Cape 
Breton). The French themselves take notice of it and say 
there had not been for so long a time, and at that time in 
the year so much good weather since the place was settled, 
as there hath been this spring, or since we came here and 
say that God fights for the English. 

9'**. Another thing is having added to Commodore War- 
ren's fleet 5 or C ships of war for his assistance in season. 

lO**". Another thing, the commodore being on shore Sat- 
urday, he with the advice of his council agreed that the 
first fair wind that came he would go into the harbor with 
all his ships and the land forces should make a bold push 
by land at the same time. Just after this before the com- 
modore had gone on board, the French sent out a flag of 
truce and terms were agree<l upon for them to deliver up 
the city, had it not been at the very time, the next day 
must have been the day to have made a bold push at the 
city ; for the wind did well suit for it, and if we had, it 
must in all human probability proved fatal to our army 
and destroyed a great pai-t of them, and this must be 
looked upon as a remarkable Providence at that very time 
that Gtod should incline them to give up the city, it is evi- 
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dent and plain that Ood rules the hearts of men and there 
hearts at that time he moved them to give up for they 
nuKht have kept us out and destroyed us if we had gone on 
in tlie way we had just befoit) considered upon.- 

ir*. Another remarkable thing: the very day, next 
after we hml taken i)ossession rain and foggy dark weather 
8 or days together, and there had not lieen so much rain 
by half in 47 days as now in 4 days which would doubtless 
have scatteretl our fleet and army and given an oi)i)ortunity 
to the French vessels to have got into the harbor and would 
have sickened and discourage<l if not broke up our designs, 
if it had come before. These things considered together 
with many others that might be mentioned doth plainly 
show that God has gone out of the way of his common 
Providence in a remarkable and almost miraculous man- 
ner ; it is plain to anybody that will consider and think of 
thc^se things that the Lord of Hosts, the God of armies 
hath l>oth began, carried on and finishe<l this great work, 
and delivered this strong city into our hands. 

^ly hearty desire and prayer is that as long as I have a 
l)eing I may give the great name of God the praise of it, 
that he has written Salvation for New England. 

A List of the names of my soldiers are as follows : 

I received teo •hlUinc* !• •« ^t ^fr ^« 

'--- 11 il II il 4 
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Gideon Paraont 10 Paid £5 £4 old tenor 

SamnelQillet \0 ** 5 4 

EbenezerWait 10 •• 5 4 

Aaron Wright 10 *« 5 4 

Elisha Pomeroj 10 *« 5 4 11. ao 

Noab aapp 10 '' 5 4 

RenbenWait 10 •• 5 4 

Abner Sheldon 10 «« 5 4 

John Alexander 10 '* 5 4 |]|q 

Martin Severance 10 '' 5 4 

Elisb Norton 10 " 5 4 

W- Lyman 10 •• 5 4 

SelabWrigbt 10 '* 5 4 

Thomas Ferrel 10 *« 5 4 

E<lmnnd Tajlor 10 '• 5 4 8.10.0 

SamnelKing 10 ** 5 4 1.10.0 



Digitized by 



Google I 



'J 



146 



HISTORY OP NORTHAMPTON. 



(174&. 



I re««lTed Urn shlUlnffS 
old tenor. 


It 


1^ 


11 I 


S ^X 


Samuel Carrol 


10 


«• 


£5 £i 


1 2. 0.0 


Jonathan Janet 


10 


«« 


5 i 




EzekielBlnnt 


10 


•« 


5 i 




John Hooker 


10 


«« 


5 ^ 


i 8 


Sainnel Stimson 


10 


<« 


5 i 


[ 1. 2.0 


Paid to Archibald Pamel 








5.15.0 


Archibal Pamel 


10 


«« 






Reuben Smith 


10 


«• 




[ 0. 4 


John Taylor 


10 


<« 




. I.IO 
' 2 


Elisha Bnrk 


10 


«« 




i 15. S 


Joel Wait 


10 


«• 






Noah Morton 


10 


«4 






John Lanct<m 


10 


4< 






Martin Phelps 
Josiah Nash 


10 
10 






[ 8. 


Shadrach Bedortha 


10 


4< 






Ebn' Wells 


10 


«( 






Samuel Chapen 
Nathan Warner 


10 
10 








Nat» Chamberlain 


10 


«« 






Joseph Row at Capt. Miller's 
John Stratton 


10 
10 


«« 






Gad Cox 


10 


<« 






Peter Montague 
Oliver Theur 


10 
10 


44 

44 




i 1.15 
1 14.0 


Darbe Crowlej 


10 


44 


' 5 i 


i 1.19 


Samuel Edwards ^ 


bo a shirt 
10 


44 




2.10 


Elisha Strong 


10 


44 




. 1.12 
* 2 


Moses Allis 


10 


44 






Nathl Olds 


10 


«4 






Josiah Davenson 


10 


44 






Medad Persons 


10 


44 






Benj. Southwick 
OliTer Haskins 


10 
10 


44 
44 




. 1.14 
^ I.IO 


Koah Allen 


10 


44 




I 1.10 
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CHAPTER XIL 

KING GEORGE'S FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. , ! 

Aficrtwixt poiicf The year 174C was full of alarms, skirmishes • 

of the French. ^m\ ambuscadcs. Tbe French developed a 1 

l>eculiarly aggressive policy, constantly har- 
assing the frontiera with small bands, cutting off unsup- 
lK)rted parties, devastating solitary and detached settle- 
ments, capturing, slaying, scalping and destroying. Ex- 
]K.Hlition after expedition was hurled against New England, 
composed mostly of Indians, but with French soldiers, ; 

commanded by French officers. Within nine mouths from ' 

the last of December, 1745, not less than forty-three of 
these separate detachments, in which about two thousand 

men were engaged, were dispatched ujwn errands of blood [ 

and destruction.^ Thirty-seven persons were killed, cap- 
tured or wounded on the northern frontiers before the sum- 
mer ended. An attack upon the fortifications at Bemard- 
ston was foiled, one man being wounded, while at Colrain ^ 

one soldier was killed and another made prisoner. The 
enemy was constantly prowling about Fort Massachusetts ; 
a party of men sent not above sixty rods from the fortifica- 
tion fell into an ambuscade, one was killed, another 
wounded and a third captured. 

Capture of Fort Ou the 19^^ of August, Fort Massachusetts 
MM««chu«>tu. -^vas invested by a body of nearly eight hun- r ■ 

dred French and Indians under command of . *. 

M. Rigaud de Vaudreuil, brother of Gov. VaudreuiL : 

Sergt., afterwards Lieut. -Colonel, John Hawks, was tem- 
porarily in command ; Capt. Williams, commander of the 
post, being absent on duty connected with the projected 

) KewTorkColoiiUlDocttai€nU,ToLX.,pp.ai,M> \ A 
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iuvasion of Canada. Sergt. Hawks liad but twenty-one 
men under him, more than half of wliom were on the sick 
list. For twenty-eight liours the little garrison held the 
fort, despite the efforts of the l)esieger3. At last, having 
exi>ended all their, ammimition, they surrendered on prom- 
ise of quarter, and were well treated. One of the garrison 
was killed and two wounded, while the enemy lost from 
forty to seventy.* Xo person from Northampton was a 
member of the garrison. Just before the attjick on the 
fort, thirteen of the garrison commanded by Dr. Thomas 
Williams, were sent to Dcerfield, to procure ammunition 
and supplies. They passed along the road guarded on each 
side by the secrete<l forces of Vaudreuil, unmolested. The 
enemy were only too glad that the garrison should be weak- 
ened, and dareil not bring on a conflict prematurely by 
attacking them. 

The B«r»' Fight. The Freucli commander, leaving a guard of 
fifty or sixty men, pushed on with his pris- 
oners towards Canada. This detachment, dissatisfied with 
the result of the foray, and anxious to obtain more prison- 
ers or scalps, determined to raid Deerfield. Tliey reached 
the village on Sunday and the next morning placed an am- 
bush near a meadow, in which was a quantity of partly 
cured hay. Near this place, called the Bars, were a couple 
of houses occupied by families by the name of Amsden 
and Allen, who were lodging at the fort Early on Mon- 
day morning, unsuspicious of danger, the party, among 
whom were several children, and two soldiers detailed as a 
guard, went to their work. Eleazar Hawks, a hunter, 
stumbled upon the ambuscade and was shot and scalped. 
All fled at the first alarm, towards a mill, a short distance 
down the creek. Some of the men endeavored to make a 
stand and fight off the Indians, but were soon overpowered. 
One of the lads was seized and scalped ; two of the men 
were shot, while a third escaped to an island in the river 
and finally reached the opposite bank. Of the eight per- 
sons in the party, four—Samuel Allen, Adonijah Gillet, 
Oliver Amsden, and Simeon Amsden— were killed ; two^ 

1 For » tnlk dMcriptioB of this flght, — ** HoTt"* ladian Wars,** ParkmiA^s ** Half 
Caniury of Conflict,** Shaldon's "^Hlstorj of Deerfleld,** Kortoa*8 ** Redeemed Cap- 
tive^** Perr7*»'* WUUaaatovn.^ 
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Jolin SivUer, an<l Ciilob Allon — esoapeil: one, Samuel 
Allen, was eapture<l, and anotlier — Eunice Amsden — tbir- 
tfvn years old, was tomahawked and left for dead. In 
their hnste. the In<lians faile<l to take her scalp, and she 
livtnl seventy -two years afterwards. 

Iniineiliate jiursuit wns ma<le by parties from Deerfield ; 
c»ne di'taeliment went up the Dei^rfield river, and another 
pushiHl across to Charlemont, ho]>ing to intercept the 
enemy, but without success. They escaptnl, having secured 
five s<alps and one prisoner. 

Proj,n..u invMioo Early in the year gi-eat i)re|)arations were 
nfcan««ia. umde for the invasion of Canada. The 

American colonies agree<l to provide eight 
thousand two hundred men, and England engaged to send 
eii^ht battalions. Massjichusetts voted to raise three thou- 
s;ind five hundred men, and actually enlisted two thousand. 
A bounty of £30, old tenor, a blanket, and a bed for two, 
were gmnted to each soldier. The New England levies 
were to join the British at Louisburg and sail up the St. 
Lawi-ence, while the troojis from New York and the other 
Provinces were to proceed by the way of Lake Champlain. 
The English forces failed to appear and the enterprise was 
abandoned. Gov. Shirley, however, proposed to attack 
Crown Point, and a portion of the Massachusetts militia 
went to Albany to prepare for the expedition. Before it 
was fully organized, news was received that a French fleet 
and an army of four thousand men, commanded by the 
Due D'Anville, was on the way to capture Louisburg, bum 
Boston, and lay waste the New England coast. On the 
reception of this intelligence, the Massachusetts troops 
were recalled and ordered to Boston. 

H«mp«bir« Troop« Whcu the slanu caused by the expected 
Ordered to Bo*. api>earance of D'Anville's fleet was at its 
height, Gen. Dwight's Regiment was di- 
videil ; five companies were sent to Boston, and five were 
assigned to duty on the western frontiers. Nothing ap- 
pears to show to which section Major Pomeroy's Company 
was attached, but from the orders of Col. Stoddard, it 
seems probable that it remained in this section. 
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Major setb Pom- Fluslied with the honors of Louislnirg, 
eroj's Oimpanj. Major Pouieroy entered with much zeal 
upon tlie projected campaign against Can- 
ada. Within ten montlis after his return from that exi>e- 
dition, he was specially engaged in raising men for this 
undei-taking. The invasion of Canada had always been 
popular with the people, and in less than sixty days, he 
succce<led in enlisting a company of about one hun<lreil 
soldiers. The officers were Nathaniel Kellogg and William 
Lyman, Lieutenants; John Stebbins, Ensign; Ebenezer 
Kingsley, William Smith, Noah Clap, and Elijah Smith, 
Sergeants; Samuel Lynde, Hezekiah Smith, John Wait, 
Richard Wilde, Corporals ; David Darby and Noah Pix- 
ley. Drummers. These .men were in service from June, 
174C, to October, 1747. The company was then re-enlisted 
for sixty-one days more. 

It It Ordered to Nothing is known of the rank and file,- and 
Pursue the I n- very little concerning the services actually 
***** performed by this company, but enough 

remains to prove that they were not idle. While awaiting 
orders, Major Pomeroy*s headquarters were at Northamp- 
ton. When the Canada expedition was abandoned, the 
soldiera enlisted from this section were employed upon the 
westera frontiers. A portion of the Hampshire Regiment 
was detailed in April, under Col. William Williams, to re- 
build Fort Massachusetts, and it is possible that a part of 
the Northampton Company was among those troops. June 
23**, Brig. -Gen. Joseph D wight, who had command of the 
western division of the Massachusetts soldiers, was at Hat- 
field, and wrote to Major Pomeroy " that about 30 of the 
enemy had been discovered upon some part of Green River, 
about 8 miles from Deerfield." He ordei-ed Major Pomeroy 
to immediately rally every man of his company, able to 
march and march with them ; and to take six days' pro- 
visions, adding " for in such a crowd as there will be at 
Deerfield, your men will be put to diflSculty.** ♦ ♦ " Your 
ne^vtown (Southampton) must be cared for by your own 
officers, I mean the officers of the town. Men are hourly ex- 
pected also from Connecticut, who may supply their places. 
Use Dispatch. ** But little further information has been 
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obtained concerning this movement. It is believed that 
the detachment penetratetl into Vermont, but there is no 
indication tliat any Indians were discovered. 

And Afterwards Si*arcely had tlie company returned from 

seottoHooMck, tliis scout, wlicu peremptory onlers were 
receivcil to marcli to Hoosaclc The follow- 
ing letter from Col. Stoildard, found among the Pomeroy 
papers, undoubtedly contained the orders that sent them 
to that point. Unfortunately the letter is without date, 
but it fits into the narrative so completely, that little doubt 
exists relative to the time of its writing: — 

** Yon are hereby authorized and directed to take charge of the men 
DOW raided for his Alajesty^s special sorvice and inarch them to Deer- 
field, so seasonably that they may have everything in readiness to go 
from thence early the next morning. 

** If possible you must be at Horsewick [Hoosnck] to-morrow in case 
yon hear nothing that renders your going needless. You must march 
the men with care, silence and watchfulness especially in straight and 
difficult passages. 

*' If you meet with any of the enemy yon must behave with gallant- 
ry. Don't lose a good opportunity either through rashness or fear. If 
the enemy are lately drawn o£f probably they may be overtaken, 
especially if they have wounded men. Take good care to avoid am- 
bnshments and in general you must exercise prudence upon every new 
event and do as shall appear needful on all nnforseen oocnrrenoea. 

I am your Servant, 

John Stoddart. 
*' To Major Seth Pomeroy. _ 

'* If any of the men dont take-care to carry a week*s pro- 
vision, let them and not others suffer by their neglect.** 

The conip«n7 ^t Whatever may have been the occasion of 
Fort xassftcbtt- • the march to Hoosack, and whatever the 
date of the ordera to march thither, certain 
it is that Major Pomeroy was at Fort Massachusetts in 
August of that year. He was not in command of the fort, 
as Major Ephraim Williams had been assigned to that po- 
sition in June. In a letter to his wife, dated Fort Massa- 
chusetts, August d^^ 1747, Major Pomeroy writes : — 

** I have written to Lieut. Kellogg to be ready to come for my rdief 
with twenty'five or thirty men, next Monday morning. If be comes at 
that time I shan't want any thing sent to me. We live at this Fort 
well, my dinner yesterday was a biscake, snet whortleberry padding 
and a good piece of corned beef, with sqnashea and tnmips, no dder, 
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but a good appetite. As for news I have not much to saj, bot last 
Thursday and Friday nights the Indians were about the Fort I have 
an account of the Indians being seen three times since in the day time 
here, but I am not satisfied with any one of them.** 

And aftorwards in A fcw iDontlis later MajoF Pomei*oy, and 
Boston. apparently his whole company, were in 

Boston. He writes from that city to his 
wife, under date of October 22^, but the letter contains no 
allusion to his military duties. About two weeks after, in 
another letter from the same place, he announces the 
"good news" "that the Canada forces are dismissed from 
the service," and that "Divine Providence iiermitting I 
will be at home next week." An allusion to Lieut. Kel- 
logg, who was to return before the ilajor, indicates that a 
portion if not the entire company were with him. The 
transfer of Major Pomeroy's company to Boston at this 
time, was probably on account of the threatened attack on 
Boston and the New England coast, by the French fleet, 
under De la Jonquiere. 

Indian Depredations Scattering parties of Indians were con- 
at Southampton. stautly hoverfug round the settlements 
during the year 1746, stealing and destroy- 
ing property, but no person was slain within the present 
limits of Northampton. The houses of Aaron and Elisha 
Clark in Southampton, then the Second Precinct of North- 
ampton, had been abandoned because of the threatened 
danger. A small body of roving Indians plundered them 
August 25***, tearing the beds in pieces, seizing clothing and 
provisions, and committing other depredations. Fearing 
pursuit, the savages fled to Pomeroy's Mountain, and on 
the west side of it wantonly slaughtered six cattle and one 
horse, and wounded others. Lieut. Lyman of Northamp- 
ton was on the ground on the 28*^, and Lieut. David Mose- 
ley with twenty-two men from Wostfield, went after the 
marauders, but without effect. Intent on further mischief, 
the Indians, about two weeks afterwards, laid an ambuscade 
near the houses of Ezra Strong and John Wait, designing 
to get the scalp of the person who came to the pasture 
after the cows at night. They drove the cows to the 
farther side of the lot, and while trying to keep them there, 
- were discovered and fled. 
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Ao Attack D^M- Port 0|>erHtion8 Were continued with increased 
XMMcbuMtta. vi^or througliout the succeeding j'ear. 
During the winter, the fort at No. 4 
(Charlestown) had In^en desi»rted, and several of the settle- 
ments in New Hani|)shire were also abandoned. Tliese 
towns had l>een estahlishetl under the authority of Massa- 
chusetts, but when the s<mthern Inmndary line of New 
Hampshire was adjusted, they came within the jurisdiction 
of the latter. After the troops from Massachusetts had 
lHH»n withdrawn. New Hampshire ivfused to replace them. 
It was deemed essential, however, that these defences 
shouUl be maintaine<l, and all were garrisoniHl, While the 
repairs u|>on Fort Massachusetts were in jirogress, a de- 
tachment of one hundreil men was sent to Albany for sup- 
jdies, and the Indians aware of the movement, attempted 
to cut off the train and surprise the fort. Three hundred 
men set out to waylay the train, and as many more pre- 
pared to attack the fort. The former division struck the 
trail of the Albany party in its rear, while the advance 
guard of the English coming upon the other detachment, 
as it was moving to attack the fort, on the morning of May 
25***, gave the alarm and the enemy fled without a blow. 

Atuck on No. 4 Adhering to the policy of the preceding 
Repulsed. year, the French continued to fit out de- 

tachments of savages commissioned to 
carry forward the bloody work. The fort at Hinsdale, N. 
H., was surprised and ^mrtly burned in March, but the 
assailants were driven off. A determined attack was made 
on Fort No. 4 early in April, by a large force of French 
and Indians under Sieur Baptiste Boucher de Niverville.* 
The fort was garrisoned by forty-nine men commanded 
by Capt. Phinehas Stevens of Sudbury, an early settler 
and afterwards a resident of Charlestown. After three 
days of continuous fighting, during which time the fort 
was partially burned, de Niverville drew off his forces and 
disappeared.* Among the gallant soldiers, who success- 

1 EugUsh bittorUDft gtre the name of tbit ofBcer ma M. DebellDe, but no tucb nmm^ 
U found upon tbe Frencb records, and In tb« N. Y. Colonial MSS. be la named an 
above. 

S TbU was one of tbe inoet spirited engacementa of tbe var. It la grapbleally d«- ^ \ 

•crlbed In Hoyt^a Indian Ware, pp. Stt, S45 ; and in Parkmnn'a ** Half Century oT ; ; 

Conflict,** pp. 
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fully repulseil the enemy, were several men from North- 
ampton. Lieut. William Lyman was second in command, 
Noah Clapp was Sergeant, and John Birge, John Pomeroy, 
Ithamar Strong, and Zadoc Danks, were privates. They 
were soldiei-s who had enlisted for the expetlition against 
Canada. After this defeat the enemy on their liomeward 
march, killed several men in the vicinity of Northfield, and 
destroy e<l much abandoned property. * 

soMiert at Fort Lieut. Lyman, after the desperate fight at 
^lAKMcbusettii. Charlestown, was put in command of Fort 
Massachusetts during the autumn and win- 
ter following, serving in that capacity from November to 
January. His company consisted of forty-fivo men, of 
whom the following eleven were from Northampton: — 
Sergt. Elisha Hawley, Ebenezer Claj)!), Ebenezer Harvey, 
Joseph Marchant.««, John Pomeroy, Elisha Warner, Elisha 
Baker, Bildad Wright, Silas Clark, Joseph Root, and 
Nathaniel Edwards. Lieut. Elisha Hawley succeeded 
Lieut. Lyman and was in command of the fort during 
February and March. Concerning his appointment. Col. 
Stoddard writes in March, as follows : — " We could at first 
get no better officer than a serg-nt, afterwards I gave a 
Lieut"" commission to Mr. Elisha Hawley, who is the only 
officer there at present.'* • 

Taiidreuirt Ktttue In JuIy, a force of one thousand Indians 
Expeuition. and two hundred Fi*enchmen, commanded 

by Mons. Rigaud de Vaudreuil, was dis- 
patched from Canada to protect Fort St. Frederick (Crown 
Point). Finding the fort in no danger, he pushed on and 
made a demonstration against Fort Saratoga, but was 
driven away, and returned, without attempting further 
damage, to Fort St. Frederick. A scouting party, led by 
Lieut. Matthew Clesson, was sent out from Fort Massachu* 
setts to ascertain the whereabouts of the enemy. They 
were absent twenty -two days and reported that Vaudreuil 

1 ** On tbeir return thef burnt within SO or 40 leai^uet, 5 tmAll fortt that wert 
nbandoned, 8 meeting -houses, about 100 dvelUng • mostly of two stories, furnished 
•Ten to chests of drawers, the decorations of which the Indians carried off ; several 
line bams, and killed 5 or 600 sheep and hogs, and about 80 homed cattle. This de« 
▼asution is well worth a few prisoners or scalps.**— K. T. Colonial JISS^ toI. X., p. 9t, 

8 Judd MSB. 
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}u\i\ retreat e<l. During the same month one man was killed 
at Bemarclstou, and another at Colrain. Scouting detach- 
ments made up from the upi>er Hami^shire towns and from 
tlie gan-isons, were continually patrolling the country and 
the movements of the enemy were closely observed. 

oihrrc«.u«itie«. Later in the year a soldier was slain near 
Northfield, a man cai)tureil at Hins<lale, and 
Fort Bridgman, in Vermont, which had been deseited, was 
Imnieil. A company of twelve men, descending Connecti- 
cut River from Charlestown, was attacked ; two were 
kille<l one woundcil and another made prisoner. 

Kiisiian«rk Kiii^ No ludiaus appeared in this vicinity till 
In s<»utbainpt<m. ]ate iu August, wlicu EHsha Clark, living 
in the extreme northwestern part of the 
town of Southampton, was killed by them. While he was 
threshing grain in his barn, at an early hour in the morn- 
ing of the 27**, sixteen Indians crept stealthily up, shot and 
8cali)cd him, leaving his body, which had been penetrated 
by seven bullets, carefully covered with straw. The enemy 
immediately fled, wantonly destroying as they went such 
cattle and other stock as came in their way. Tliey en- 
camped the next night near the house formerly owned by 
Noah Strpng in AVesthampton, where they left standing 
sixteen poles, which were su])poseil to indicate the strength 
of the party. A company of thirty-six men under Lieut. 
Eldad Taylor of Westfield, started in pursuit The men 
were all from Westfield, with the exception of Haines 
Kingsley, who was a native of Northampton. These sol- 
diers were paid for thirty-seven days* service, but they did 
not succeed in overtaking the enemy. 

8t. BMn Wounded Id October, a scouting party of three per- 
aod Eicbauged. gons, Hdiug f rom Fort Dummer to North- 
field, fell in with and wounded the com- 
mander of a detachment of French and Indians. This 
party consisted of forty savages, who started from Canada 
in September. They had just gone forward to slaughter 
cattle, and their leader remained behind in charge of their 
packs. The cadet in command of this force was Pierre Raim- 
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bjiult St. BleinJ The wounded officer fainted after surren- 
dering, and the scouts supposed liini to l>e mortally wounded. 
Fearing that the Indians, alarmed by the firing, would 
soon return, they left their prisoner and macle quick time 
to their destination. Starting hurr)e<lly homeward, the 
savages carried their wounded commander a short distance 
and then alKindoned him. After wandering four days, he 
approached Xorthfield and surrenderee!^ He was carried 
to Boston, where his wound was cured in a short time. 
The next year, Gov. Shirley, desirous of exchanging i)ris- 
onei's, disixntched Lieut. -Col. Hawks, and a small party to 
Canada with the prisoner, St. Blein. An arrangement was 
si>eedily effected by which two men, Samuel Allen, cap- 
tureil at the " Bars," and Nathaniel Blake, made prisoner 
at Keene, were exchanged for the French commander, and 
Hawks returneil in May, 1749. Young Allen seems to 
have l)een greatly fascinated with Indian life, and it was 
only by force that he could be brought away from among 
his newly mlopted friends. In November a party of In- 
dians surprised twelve men in the vicinity of No. 4, killed 
three of them and captures! a fourth. 

Fort Built lo EMt- In April a fort was built at Jonathan 
bamptoo. Clapp's, in what is now known as E^t* 

ham])tou, for protection against the Indians. 
Major Clapp resided near the homestead more recently 
occupied by the late Ansel Bartlett. This fort cost upwards 
of one hundreil days* labor, including team-work. The 
price of labor was then 8s. per day old tenor, and the work 
was chiefly performed by men who lived in that part of the 
town. Soldiers and citizens labored together in this occu- 
pation under the sujierintendence of Lieut. William Ly- 
man, Major Joseph Hawley, and Sergt. Smith. The foU 
lowing named soldiers were employed in this work, viz. : — 
Zadoc Danks, Samuel Janes, Ebeuezer Clapp, Elbenezer 
Harvey, Benjamin Fastman, Isaac Goodale, Philip Rich- 
ardson, Jonathan Stone [Strong], John Warner, John 

1 For • full account of this Incident, see Sbf*1doa*s Hintorf of Deerfleld, pp. SSt- 
iim, HUtorlauft bar* f\rtn the name aa Rairobault, Ralnboe, and Slmblin, but Mr. 
Sbeldon baa found ample evidence tbat bia real name waa aa given above, Pierre 
Raim^ault St Bleln. Katurallj tbe laat name, St. Blein, mif bt bave been and no* 
doubtedlf waa pronounced Slmblin, vblle Ibe former, apelled at pronounced, might 
readUj take the varlatlona given. 
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Birge, Aaron Bartlett, Jo€;eph Marchant, Asahel Judd, 
Ithaniar Strong. Six of these men had seen eenice at 
Fort Massachusetts, 

Snowier.' T*«e« I" August, 1747, the town voted to release 
Ai*^«a. the men wlio had been in the service the 

year previous, from their iioll-taxes. Under 
this onler the taxes of twenty-six men were abated. Only 
tlic names of the following soldiers, seventeen in num- 
Ikt, have been presi»r>-ed : — Orlando Bridgman, Ellisha 
Hawley, Lieut. William Lyman, Caleb Strong, Thomas 
Starr, Gide<m Parsons, Lieut. Samuel Clapp, Samuel Clark, 
William Wait, Abraham Miller, Samuel Janes, Capt 
Roger Clapp, Ens. John Clapp, Edward Coates, Preserved 
Rirtlett. Waitstill Strong, Robert Danks. 

vn^umuctorj Co.- Tlie year 1748, was one of disaster and dis- 
aitioB of Affairm. counigemeut. Flying detachments of 
French and Indians, gathering a scalp 
here, a prisoner there, and plunder everywhere, buzzed 
aliout the settlements, quickly disappearing when a hand 
was stretchetl to smite them. The tone of the correspond- 
ence of the military* officers in command in this section was 
des)>ondent. People were disheartened and dispirited. 
Enlistments were tardy, the forts insufficiently manned, 
and with difficulty provisioned. Discontent existed in some 
of the upper towns in i-eference to the amounts allowed for 
billeting the soldiers, provisions were dear andscarce, the 
commanding ofScers did not alwa}*s act in harmony, and 
altogether matters on the western frontiers were not in 
a very promising condition. In some of the more exposed 
towns it was impossible to sow grain in the spring, for 
lack of guards to protect the workmen, and provisions bad 
to be brought from Westfield. Constant complaints were 
made by the ofBcers that the men were insuflSciently paid, 
and that they were unwilling to run the risks of the cam- 
paign on such slender compensation. Reinforcements were 
expected from Connecticut, but only about one half of the 
number promised ever appeared. Major Williams writes 
to Gov. Shirley, July 10** : — " The business of the soldiery 
is chiefly to guard provisions to the several garrisons. —Our 
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case is miserable and the enemy triumph. ** After the 
death of Col. Stoddard, officei-s of the Connecticut troops 
paid little attention to tlie orders of the Massachusetts 
commanders, one of them declaring that he would obey no 
orders except those from Hartford. Many of the war par- 
ties sent out from Canada this year, were of greater 
strength than before, and they were generally successful. 
Numbers of persons were killed and many others carried 
into captivity. 

Death of Col. John Auotlicr great misfortune befell the Bay 
Stoddard. Colony, this year, in the death of Col. Stod- 

dard, which occurred on the lO'** of June. 
He was in Boston attending a session of the Legislature 
when taken sick, and he died within a few da}'s. For 
many years he had been at the head of affairs in this part 
of the colony, and his loss was severely felt. Major Israel 
Williams writing to Secretary Willard, under date of June 
25'*, says : — 

'* We are now like sheep witboat a shepherd. • • • Gkxl has been 
pleased to take him (who was in a great measure onr wisdom and 
streugth* and glory), from ns at a time when we could least simre him.** 
Rev. Timothy Woodbridge. in a letter to Capt Ephraim Williams, 
dated Hiitfield, July 21-S 1748, says : ~ '* What a noble exiimple has that 
great and good man. Col. Stoddard, left every military officer who had 
the happiness to be acquainted with him ; his justice, integrity, and up* 
rightness in his conduct, his virtue and i^ety, so loved now he is gone, 
that even his enemies are obliged to join in his praises ; and while I 
mention that great man, whose face we shall see no more, I would drop 
a tear with you over his grave. I know his death must senribly touch 
you. Your friend, a friend of his country, a great benefactor to man* 
kind, is gone. - Let his shining example continually live with ua.** 

His 8uo^eMor Ap- Col. Eleazar Porter of Hadley was the offi* 
points. cer next in rank to Col. Stoddard, and was 

ehtitled to the position of commander of 
the Hampshire forces. He received the appointment, but 
it was supposed that he would decline the position. Rev. 
Timothy Woodbridge accurately sized him up when he 
said that Col. Porter " had no genius for war." He soon 
resigned and Col. Israel Williams of Hatfield was commis* 
sioued. In accepting he modestly bewails his inability to 
supply the place of the ** great and wise CoL Stoddard*" 
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Col. Dwifbt's &««. CoL Joseph Dwiglit of Brookfield in a letter 
fMtioii*. to the Secretary suggested that it was " time 

for tlie governinent to exert its power, & if 
nee<l he raise half the militia of the province. I beg we 
may have 1000 men to drive the woods & pursue the enemy 
even to Crown Point ; and i>erhaps it would be best to give ; 

£1000 for a scalp. Why should we lie still and do noth- 
ing ? ** He also suggested that volunteers might readily be 
obtaine<l, and urged the government to do something. His 
letter was dated July 16**. Two days afterwards, acting 
Gov. Phipps sent him orders to raise a company of volun- 
teers, accompanied by commissions signed in blank for its { 
officers. Acting promptly under this autliority, he speedily \ 
raised a company, and within a month lead it on a scouting ! 
exi>edition. Col. Dwight held a command in the army de- j 
signed for the invasion of Canada, which had been dis- \ 
banded during the previous year, and doubtless found > 
many of his old soldiers ready for further service. 

A svri«« of DiM*- A number of misfortunes followed each , 

*•"• other in quick succession in 1748. On the i 

13'* of May, Capt. Eleazar Melvin with | 
eighteen men went "out upon a scalping design." They 

were absent between two and three weeks, saw and fired at j 

some Indians in canoes, killing one and wounding another, j 
near Fort Frederick (Crown Point). A party was sent 

from the fort in pursuit, but Melvin eluded them. But ; 

afterwards, supposing himself safe, vigilance was relaxed, ij 

he was surprised, five of his men were killed, and one ! 

wounded. Leaving their wounded comrade, Joseph Petty ! 
of Northfield, 3ilelvin and the survivors of his party, made 

the best of their way to Fort Dummer. A detachment j 

sent out in pursuit of the Indians, found and buried Petty's ; 

body, but saw no savages. ; 

On the IG*"* of June, a company of fourteen men, en j 

route from Col. Hinsdale's Fort at Ashuelot to Fort Dum* 1 

mer, fell into an ambuscade ; four of them were killed, six ;| 
carried captive to Canada, and four, one of them wounded, 

escaped. j 

Ten days later, Capt. Hobbs, commanding forty men, 
while marching from No. 4, Charlestown, to Fort Shirley 
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in Heathy was attacked. The fight lasted four houra, when 
tlie enemy fled. Three men were killed and four wounded. 
On the 19**' of July, Col. Willard writes from Fort Dum- 
nier to Gov. Shirley as follows : — 

•• About 17 men going from Xorthfield to Ashuelot, by way of Fort 
Dnmmer (10 of them to finpi>Ij' place of 10 killed and taken June 16), 
were attacked within half a mile of Fort Dummer, and within a few 
rods of the 8ix>t where the 10 uere killed or taken. This was on the 
14'*' of July. 4 are found dead and 9 missing. 2 escaped to Col. Hins- 
d2ile*8 garrison and 3 to Fort Dnmmer. Number of the enemy 100 or 
more." 

These men were under cnminand of Sergt. Tliomas Tay- 
lor, who with nine othei-s was carried to Canada. 

In a letter written from Hatfield. July 24, Major Israel 
Williams statt?s : — *' Before sunrise yesterday, G Indians 
killed Aaron Belding in Xorthfield Town street and scalped 
him. The people were generally in bed. They got up and 
followed after them, but to no purpose.** 

Col. Ephraim Williams gives the following account of a 
fight with the enemy in a letter to Major Israel Williams, 
dated Fort Massachusetts, August li^^ 1748 : — 

•• Our scout toScaticook was followed in by the enemy, and they have 
observe<1 our motions ever since ; but the guard I sent to Deerfield to 
bring stores arrived yesterday, 40 men with Lt. Severance and Hawley 
— [They] made no discovery from Deerfield here. Today I suspected 
by motions of dogs &c., an ambush, about 40 rods from the fort, be- 
tween the fort and where we cross the river to go to Deerfield, ordered 
men to be ready. They fired at our dog, and next at some men that 
had gone out unknown to me, who returned the fire. We then made a 
sally with about 35 men to save those men that were out, engaged the 
enemy 10 minutest & drove them off the ground, upon which an am- 
bush of 50 men about 10 rods off and partly between us and the fort, 
rose on our right wing & discharged a volley upon us. We retreated 
fighting into the fort, which they attacked imme<liate]y. I ordered the 
men to their posts & played with our cannon & small arms for Ifi 
hours by the glass. They then retreated by degrees A so drew off. 
How many we killed or wounded I know not, but we had some fair 
shots, and they not over 15 rods off. & some at 7 rods. We had none 
killed & but 3 wounded, but 2 of them mortally I fear. The men 
wounded are Lt. Hawley, Samuel Abbot, Ezekiel Wells. Lt. Hawley 
is shot through the calf of his leg with a buckshot, bone not hurt. 
Abbot is shot below his navel, ^ and Wells in his hipps. Strange that 
we should receive at least 200 shot in the open field, retreat 40 rods, 
and but 2 men wounded (for Ablx>t was not out). 

1 H« Ut«4 bat ft fev days. 
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** Judge the eBemy between 2(K) and 300, chiefly Indimns, though I 
believe there were 30 French among them. Some talked good English. 
All ours behaved like good scOdiert, no man iUncbed. Bleeeed be Qod 
we have to sing of mercy as well as judgment.** > 

Tlie attarkinj; jmrty consiste<l of ninety domiciliated In- 
dians and forty-six Canadians, who were coinm;uide<l by 
Cbevalier Jean Boncher do Xiverville, the same officer who 
>o nnsuccessfnlly attacked Fort Xo. 4 the 3'ear pre\iou8. 
In his re|K)rt he states that most of his men were sick and 
fought indifferentl}% ** so that there were kilkMl but 5 Eng- 
lishmen, and only two of his own jmrty were wounded."* 

ijfut, uawicx. Lieut. Klisha Hawley, who was wounded in 
this fight, was the only Northampton man 
in the command. He was a brother of Major Joseph Haw- 
ley, and had l>een jireviously in charge of the i>ost, having 
been commissione*! a Lieutenant by Col. Stoddard, when 
he wanted some one for that purpose. 

Siout by cou Dwight. Ou the 7'* of August, presumably when 
the news of this attack was received, CoL 
Joseph Dwight and a comjiany of ninety-nine men were 
sent out upon a scouting exi)edition, but its destination is 
not given. An account of this expedition may be found 
in the following letter from Major Joseph Hawley* to his 
brother Elisha, who had been wounded a few days before 
at Fort Massachusetts : — 

•• Deerfield, Aug. 12, 1748. 
** Dear Brother— I am now at Deerfield with CoL Dwight of Brook- 
field, about 10 of the clock, a. m. We came yesterday from North- 
ampt**, with 29 good men enlisted volnntarily under 8*d Oy* with a de- 
»gn to endeavor to scour the frontier, viz : Maj. Seth Pomeroy, Capt. 
Jno. Lyman, Lt. Noah Wright, Ensig* Gideon Lyman, Ent. Timothy 
Dwight, Jos. Hawley Gent. All other private men to the ahove nnm- 
ber, among which is Noah Lynum, there are about 90 come, and coming 
from all y* parts of Hadley, 16 to come this forenoon from Hatf^, a 
immber from Springfield, 44 from Brookfield, Western and Hardwick, 
who got to Northf ^ by way of y* Eastern front, Monday or Tneeday ; 
100 more Col. Chandler sent who we suppose reached Northf ' yester- 
day. All of which with some we design to take from these upper 

1 TbU letter mmj be foud !■ the abore abridfed form in the J«dd X88. 
8 New York HUtoricAlMSS., vol. X^|». 177. 
3 Hawley MSa In B«Dcroft CoUectioa, Leaox Ubnry, Jl. T. 
11 
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Towns will make near 25a. The plan of operations is not yet settled,^ 
but what seems to be concerting is to send to y* fort and No. 4, to warn 
you forthwith to join on West river to intercept and expect them on 
their return home, while we scoure 'em from y* frontier." 

The letter closes with the mention of Elisha's wonnd, 
a recommendation from his mother, and an allusion to 
some"sarve." 

Tbu Eipedition Scarcc any other allusion has been found to 
cniioticed. tins expedition, more formidable in regard 

to numbers than any that had been organ^ 
ized in this section during the war. It did not succeed, 
however, in overtaking the enemy. Tlie men were un- 
doubteilly enlisted by Col. Dwight under the authority 
issueil by Gov. Phipps in July, and the design of "scour- 
ing 'em from the frontier," was in accordance with the 
recommendation of Col. Dwight to the authorities in his 
letter of the 16***. It wais the last effort of the war, as the 
proclamation for the cessation of hostilities was received 
before the soldiers returned. The troops were paid for 
twelve days' service. 

Letter from Major On the 5*** of August, Major Israel Williama 
Israel William., writcs to Secretary Willard, enclosing the 
letter from Capt. Ephraim Williams, recit- 
ing the attack upon Fort Massachusetts. He says : — " The 
enemy are discovered almost daily in all parts of the fron- 
tiers. Our enemies are not in a lethargy, though some are 
ready to think we are so.'' Again he writes : — " Upwards 
of 50 persons have been killed or captured on our western 
frontier the last spring and this summer, most of them sol-, 
diers, and several severely wounded.** 

Moat of tbe Riyar Little direct Suffering from Indian incur- 
TownaEacape. sious was inflicted upou the lower river 
towns this year. Occasionally a small 
scouting party would penetrate the settlements and leave 
its mark. Within the limits of the present town of North- 
ampton no outrages were committed. In the Precinct of 
Southampton one casualty occurred, with temporary bad 
results to the people of that section. 
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XoahPuiejKiued Eariy in May, Noah Pixley, who lived in 
•t soutb«n»pu.o, Southampiony was killed in the highway, 
while returning from the pasture to which 
he had just driven his cows. The Indians fired four or five 
shots nt Pixley, wounding him in the arm. He ran some 
distance, but was overtaken, tomahawked and scalped, the 
savages cutting off part of his skull in their haste. In 
their flight the Indians stop|)ed at the house of Samuel 
Bui-t, which had been deserted, but only slight damage 
was done there. A party of thirteen men under Sergt. 
Hawks of Dwrfield immediately started in pui*suit of the 
niarauflers, marching as far as the Dutch settlements at 
Hoosack, designing to intercept tliem. The}' were gone 
four days, but as usual saw no Indians. A company of 
thirty men, under Major Williams, was stationed at New- 
hampton and Bland ford, from June to Octol>er 31**. In 
this company were several Northampton men whose names 
have been heretofore mentioned. 

suuthftmpton !>•. Tlio inhabitants of Newhampton, as it was 
»««^*<*- frequently called in the military correspond- 

ence of that day, were panic-stricken by 
this disaster, and abandoned the settlement. Most of them 
came from Northampton, and before the middle of May, 
the majority of them had returned to their old homes. 
Rev. Jonathan Judd, the minister, moved all his "house- 
hold stuff" to Suffield, where he had relatives, on the 14*^ 
of May, and did not again occupy his house in Southamp- 
ton till the 23* of December. Seven families returned in 
July, remaining there as a garrison during the summer. 
Before snow began to fly, nearly all the settlers were back 
on their homesteads. 

Peace DecUred. Ou the 18^* of October, 1748, peace be- 
tween England and France was signed at 
Aix la Chapelle, but the Indians were not immediately 
quieted, and occasional raids were made by them till the 
following year, when peace was signed with the eastern 
tribes, Oct. 17, 1749. 
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LouUburiE Giren Up. Peace was puFcliased with Louisburg. 
The recession of that fortress and the 
Island of Cape Breton to France was the price paid for the 
short cessation of hostilities that followed. That this 
stronghold, won by the valor of the colonies, should be 
returned to its former owners, was peculiarly galling to the 
pride of New England, soothed though it was by the pay- 
ment of a round sum of money into the treasury of the 
Province, to cover the expenses of the campaign. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



COU JOHX STODDARD. ' 

/ I 

SolDinon Stoddard, l)orn Februar>' T^, IGSJ, ^ j 

first comes into this narrative on the morning of February 
20**', 170J, when the French and Indians carried death 
and destniction into the littU* hamlet of DtH?rficld. From 
that time onward the history of the^times is the biog- 
raphy of the man, Tlie many imjiortant affairs, already 
detailed, in which he was a prominent actor, not only j 

afford an insight into his character, but place him upon > 

the record as one of the foremost men of his genera- j 

tion. Little remains, therefore, but to sketch, in a general ! 

way, the most important among the many and diversified ; 

duties he was called upon to discharge during a public life ] 

covering a period of nearly fifty years. { 

i 

oradoMioo and At the age of nineteen years, in 1701, lie y" 
Early Uf«. ^^g graduated at Harvard College with an 

average record as a student and without 
exhibiting in any marked degree the real talent so conspic- 
uous in after years. Neither is there any intimation that 
he adopted the usual course of country graduates, and be- 
came a teacher, or that he entered upon the study of the i 
law. It is to be presume<l that he spent the immediate 
years after graduation at his home in Northampton, enter- 
ing with earnestness upon the various projects and affairs 
that engrossed the attention of his fellow townsmen. 

stiniDf and Mo- The years following his graduation were 

BMntonn Timec f „]] ^f momeutous eveuts, and he stepped 

from the exclusiveness of college life into 

the mpid whirl of active and restless human passion. His 
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career as a soldier was ushered in by one of tlie most fero- 
cious and bloody encounters of that cruel and relentless 
warfare, in which he was subsequently called to bear a con- 
s)>icuou8 part. Political and economic questions of vital 
interest to the colony were constantly claiming attention 
during his entire collegiate course, and he could not have 
been indifferent to their significance. 

Miuury Honor*. When barely twenty-one yeai-s of age he 
enlisted in the train band of Northampton, 
and was soon after in active service. His ability as a sol- 
dier and an officer was sjwedily recognized, and promotion 
was not delayed. At every new outbreak of hostilities, 
when men of military cajKicity were needed. Col. Sto<ldard 
received greater honors. Common soldier in 1704 ; Captain 
in 170C ; Major in 1712 ; Colonel in 1721 ; Commander-in- 
chief of the Western DejKirtment in 1744, he proved him- 
self everywhere the right man in the right place. Gov. 
Dummer, recognizing his capacity, soon employed him in 
diplomatic service. In 1713, when he had attained only the 
rank of Major, he was sent on a difficult and perplexing 
mission to Canada, for the purpose of negotiating for the 
release and exchange of the English prisoners then in the 
hands of the French and Indians.^ "This delicate and 
very important commission he executed in such a manner, 
as to recommend himself highly to the Governour of Can- 
ada, and to produce a general satisfaction throughout his 
own country."* 

seieetniAii. His abilities were early recognized by his 

townsmen, and he was honored by them 
with many offices of trust and importance. At the age of 
twenty-four, he was first chosen a member of the board of 
Selectmen, and the record shows the prefix of Mr. to his 
name, a mark of distinction, seldom in those days accorded 
to one so young. He was sixteen times re-elected selectman 
during the remaining thirty-two years of his life. In 1743, 
he had a superfluity of titles, being named on the record as 
Hon. John Stoddard Elsq. Afterwards he is repeatedly 

1 yoLl«p.8M. 

a I>wlght*«TraTete,ToLl«p.n. 
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called John Sto<ldard Esq., but that was after he became 
by coinmon consent ** Squire Stoddard " to all the village 
piK^ple. 

ReprrM>ntatir<>, Md Ih 1716, hc was fiFst cho»?n representative 
other Dntie*. \q the General Court. He was seventeen 

times re-electetl to that jKisition, and was 
serving in it when his death occurred. When a candidate, 
he sufTeriHl defeat on some occasions owing to local feuds. 
In 17'i2, hewas selectman, reprt^sentative, and moilerator 
of town-nuvtings in Northampton, besides Inking engage<l 
in government work at the extreme western limit of the 
Province. Oftener than any of his contemiwraries was he 
chosen mo<lerator of town-meetings, probably being elected 
to that office whenever present. In twenty-two different 
years, from 1716 to his death, he was calle<l to preside over 
the <lelil>erations of the citizens of Northampton in towu- 
met^ting assembled. 

Town Clerk. Greatly interesteil in the third and perma- 

nent settlement of Northfield, though never 
a resident of that place, he was for eight years, from 1715 
to 1723, annually chosen its town clerk. In recognition of 
his services in this ca|)acity he was granted one hundred 
acres of land in that town, in 1719. 

Councillor. H® ^«^ * member of ** His ilajesty*s Coun- 

cil for the Province of Massachusetts,^ in 
1724, 1727, and 1728. On account of his peculiar senti- 
ments* considerable opposition was developed against him, 
and he failed of an election on several occasions. Rather 
than continue the fight, he declined being longer a candi- 
date for that office, contenting himself with a seat in the 
House of Deputies, when the people saw fit to elect him. 
In only nine of the twenty years of life that remained to 
him, did the citizens of Northampton permit him to be 
absent from that body. 

1 '* He bAd been eereral fears member of tbe council, bot being in favor of tbe 
prerogstWe, general 1/ net witb great oppoaltlon, and baring been direr* tinea left 
out, be at lengtb declined being anf longer tbe subject of contention, and eboss a 
seat in tbe bouse, bis town tbinking It a faror tbat be would repressBt tbsm.**— ' 
Hutcbinson, roL t, p. S6A. 
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EofTftged In lAjiDg Little public business of importance was 
Out New Towns. transacted, especially in this region, in 
which he was not called to pai-ticipate. 
The record of his services already presented, exhibits only 
in i>art the multifarious labors that fell to his lot. In 1722, 
when townships were petitioned for on the Housatonnuck, 
Col. Stoddard and Ebenozer Pomeroy were ineml>ers of a 
committee to divide the tracts granted, and lay them out. 
From this section five towns and parts of three others were 
establishe<l. Again in 1735, in connection with Col. Israel 
Williams, he bought of the Indians ten miles square of 
laud above Fort Dummer, on Deerfield River. The next 
year he was engaged with El>enezer Pomeroy and Thomas 
IngertJoll in laying out a township (Stockbridge), at Hous- 
atonnuck. He had charge of the settlement, and did much 
towards establishing the celebrated Indian mission thei'e, 
subsequently presided over by Rev. Jonathan Edwards. 

Employed in Negc For luaiiy ycars, esixjcially when hostilities 
tutiuos with the ^vitli Canada were threatened or in actual 
progress, negotiations were carried on by 
the Province with the Five Nations and with the Six Na- 
tions, their neutrality or alliance being assiduously sought. 
In many of these transactions Col. Stoddard was employed, 
frequently entertaining the Indian ambassadors at his own 
private expense. The i-ed men were usually ready to par- 
ley, never refusing the presents tliat frequently preceded 
the overtures, and always followed the treaty. The Five 
Nations sent delegates to Boston, in 1722, but nothing 
seems to have been accomplished. The following year the 
scene of negotiations was changed to Albany, and CoL 
Stoddard was appointed one of the commissioners to treat 
with them. Two meetings were held, one in May, 1723, 
and another the following year. Col. Stoddard set out 
from Northampton, Sept. 8'**, 1724, and arrived at Albany 
on the ll'**. On his return he reached home Sept. 26**. At 
the conference in May and June, 1723, Mr. Stoddard, who 
was dissatisfied with the way in which the government 
treated his accounts, showed righteous indignation, and 
proposed to throw up the whole matter and return home. 
His colleague, Ebenezer Pomeroy, ''hopes CoL Stoddard 
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will fitay or return again. ♦ • ♦ It is a great pity he 
should not be at the conference.** He was present at the 
meeting, either returning after his visit home or else re- 
considering his intention of leaving. I 

** He had also an eztenrire acqnaiutance with the neighboring colo- 
nies and the neighboring nations on the continent. He had far greater 
Iroowledge than any other person in the land, of the several nations of 

Indians in these western parts of America, their tempers, manners, I 

and the proper way of treating them; and was more extensively | 

known by them than any other person in this country.** < I 

Co»si.H|uently he was oftener entrusteil by government 
in the diflicult and arduous task of negotiating with the I 

Indian trilK'S and contiguous colonies. ! 

He Beii*T«.t in Tw^t. While the third FriMich and Indian War, 
ioff the indUos comiucncing in 1744, was in progress, he | 

'* was intruste<l with the defense of the 

frontier, and had much to do with the measures adopted 1 

for conciliating the New York trilx^s. His sentiments re- | 

garding the method of treating tlio Indians are expressed ' ; 

in a letter to Gov. Shirley, dateil May 13, 1747. '* The In- 
dians," he says, "are of such a humor that if we deal j 

justly and kindly hy them, they will put their lives into | 

our hands, but if we deal deceitfully with them, that will 
soon raise an abhorrence of us.*** ; 

A Miiiindentandiog Between the soldiers recruited es))eciall7 j ' 

with Dwighi. for the expedition to Canada and those 

employed for home defense, there arose 
some jealousy of feeling, and CoL Stoddard seems to have 
felt somewhat annoyed at the want of courtesy shown 
towards him. Many soldiers were recruited in Western 
Massachusetts for the expedition to Canada in 174C and 
1747. They were under the command of Col. Joseph 
Dwight of Brookfield, and when the scheme of invasion 
was abandoned, some of them were employed in guarding 
the frontiers. The following extract from a letter of CoL 
Stoddard to Gov. Shirley, dated Northampton, April 22, 
1747, shows one occasion of misunderstanding, and Stod- 
dard's complaint about it : — 

1 Funeral Sermon of Prest. Edvardi, at the death of CoL 8toddar4. 
t Jndd MS8. 
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** I mentioned to Col. Dwight about taking care of tbe men at No. 4 : 
he gave a short answer* and I said no more. I supposed Col. Dwight 
had orders to send a guard to cover the workmen in building tbe forti- 
fications & supposed he wonld meet the com', but he has gone to Brook- 
field. • • • Your excellency will discern what work Col. Dwight 
and I shall make of doing business together. I have advised him in 
the best manner I have been able, but he is almost too great to be 8|x>k6 
to, and seems to look on the committee as so many spaniels.** > 

This lack of harmony was all the more galling to the 
home commander on accoimt of the scarcity of men, and 
the difliculty of enlisting soldiers for the frontier service. 
The exi>edition against Canada was quite popular among 
the jKJOple, and no difficulty seems to have been exjKjrienced 
in obtaining recruits for that purpose. The excitement of 
a campaign in the enemy's country was much more attract- 
ive than the monotonous garrison life of the frontier forts, 
varied only by an occasional alarm, *a dangerous scout, or a 
march through an ambushcul wilderness for supplies. A 
portion of the Canada contingent had already been em- 
ployed in rebuilding Fort Massachusetts, and it was but 
natural that Col. Stoddard should suggest still further 
methods of making them useful. 

A commiMioner from While commauder-iu-chief on the west- 
3iaMa«rbusetu. eru frontiers, he was appointed one of 

the commissioners to meet with others 
from New York and Connecticut, in order to concert meas- 
ures for mutual defense against the common enemy. It 
was undoubtedly a meeting of this boily upon which CoL 
Dwight so unceremoniously turned his back. In 1745, a 
conference was held with the Six Nations at Albany by the 
commissioner from Massachusetts, New York, Connecti- 
cut, and Pennsylvania. In this commission Col. Stoddard 
held an honorable position. Tlieir deliberations extended 
over a number of weeks. 

Jodieiai Employ. In addition to his many municipal, mili- 
■••■^^ tary, diplomatic, legislative and agrarian 

duties, he also held important judicial ap- 
pointments. In 1725, lie was made one of tbe Justices of 
the Inferior Court of Common Pleas for Hampshire County 

1 Jttd4JI8& 
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ami aftorwanls became Chief Justice of the Court. Gov. 
B<*lcher, in 1729, mldecl other legal duties, bestowing upon 
liim the office of Judge of Probate for Hami^shire County. 
Both of these offices he held through life. He was the 
third Judge of the latter court, succeeding Col. Samuel 
Partridge of Hatfield, who served twenty-six years. In 
17:iC. Gov. Belcher appointed CoL Stoddard one of the Jus- 
tices of the Sujierior Court, and the council "advised and 
consentctl ;" but ho never acteil in that ca|>acity, probably 
declining the iK>sition. 

Land Qrmnt at pitu- The Gcneml Court in 17.14, granted CoL 
'•'W. Sto<ldard one thousand acres of unappro- 

priateil land in Hanii>shire County. This 
was made . 

"in considemtion of services and rafreriiiKs in and for the public; 
in divers joumies to Ciinada, Albany and the west^^m parts, npoo pub- 
lic affairs, bis Her\'iug in tbe war witb good success, liis transactions 
witb tbe Canada Indians and bis entertaining at bis bouse without any 
expense to the ProTince." 

This tract, which was four hundred rods square, he se- 
lected within what is now the township of Pittsfield, and 
the grant was confirmed two years afterwards. The 
same year he petitioned the Omnty Court for permission 
to lease from the Housatonnuck Indians a tract of land six 
miles square, for nine hundred ninety years, proposing to 
pay them £6 annually. He contended that one thousand 
acres were not enough to induce {leople to settle upon and 
establish a township. The court granted the petition, and 
the lease was consummated. At his death he owned land* 
at Pontoosuck,* now Pittsfield, estimated to be worth 
£0,000. Gmnts of land made to him by the town of North- 
ampton, in payment for services in settling boundary lines * j 
and other gratuitous labors, have been heretofore noted. ' ' 

Little to be fooDd A bare catalogue of the offices held by any | 

upon the Reeorde active citizeu is but a meagre statement ot \ 

xotiTeeof Pram- his usefuluess, and reveals mainly the pop- 
ineDtMen. ular side of his character. Yet it shows 

the confidence reposed in him by his fellow townsmen and ; 

1 For further pertlevUra of CoL Stodderd's traaeectkme In real eetete et Tom- 
tooeuck« tee History of PIttelleld, toI. 1, pp, mm, 



/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



172 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTOK. [17481 

the government by whicli he was eniploye<l, and thus serves 
to indicate in a most emphatic manner, the true worth of 
tlie individual. In most cases it is nearly all that remains 
to the historian concerning the early settlers of any place. 
Prominent though they may have been in the councils of 
the community in which they lived, yet they have seldom 
left u]K)n record any thing by which to gauge their real 
character or to show the governing motives of their actions. 

PromiDeni nmong The biography of Johu Sto<hlard, Reprc- 
xITwn'clTn!" ^•^'"tative to the General Court, Colonel of 
«Dd 8ui€. the Colonial Militia, Commander on the 

western frontiers. Member of His Majesty's 
Council, Commissioner to treat with the Indians, Agent to 
redeem prisoners in Canada, Judge of Probate, Chief Jus- 
tice of the Court of Common Pleas, may be found on the 
records of the town, the county, and in the archives of the 
State. It has alremly to some extent l>een spread upon 
these pages, and needs no recapitulation. His life was the 
connecting link between the two series of great leaders 
who controlletl the affairs of Western Massachusetts for 
nearly a century and three-qimrters. His predecessors 
were John P^iichon of Springfield, and Samuel Partridge 
of Hatfield ; following him came Joseph Hawley and Ca- 
leb Strong of Noi-thampton, and these five men were the 
leaders in the Colony, the Province and the State. From 
1G50 to 1810, their names are closely interwoven with the 
local history of the valley, and no narrative of the forma- 
tive period of the Commonwealth, esiXM^ially of its western 
section, is complete without a recital of the pai-t they per- 
fonned in establishing the institutions that gave prosperity 
and permanence to the whole country. 

Loyal to tiMKiDg. Very little can be gleaned concerning the 
legislative career of Col. Stoddard. He 
was a staunch supi>orter of royalty, and made himself ob- 
noxious by his pi'onounced opinions in favor of the preroga- 
tive. The spirit of liberty that finally threw off the bur- 
den of kingly government, implanted when the first emi- 
grants landed on these shores, was already taking strong 
hold upon the people. Many chafed under the restrictions 
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of parlinmeut, and the ri^lits claiuioil by the King. Few 
denioil the authority of the mother country, and still fewer 
were ready ojienly to contest it. Yet there was an under- 
current of opjKJsition to many of the arhitmry enactments 
ii( KiuK and Parliament, witli an occasional surface mani- 
festation, indicating tlie tendency of thought and action 
in the diivction tliat eventually established a nation of 
fret^nien. It was the i>arty of frtHxlom springing into ex- 
istence. In oi)i>osition to it, though t»qually imtriotic, was 
the jmi-ty of the prerogative, which l>elieved in securing 
their rights by endurance and gotnl-will, rather than by op- 
lK>sition and defiance. To this latter party Col. Sto<ldard 
lx»longtHl. His connection with it brought defeat upon him 
o;i •'divei*s occasions,'* l)oth kx*al and legislative, and 
linally in the next generation, developing into toryism, 
cost his sons much personal inconvenience. He sup|)oi'ted 
the supreme law of the land as he found it, with all the 
inflexible will and stubl>om iwrsistence, so characteristic of 
the family to which he l>elongeil. Evidently Col. Stoddard 
was a strong friend of Gov. Shirley,^ and no doubt shared 
his views resi)ecting the authority of the British govern- 
ment* 

L«guutiT« Duties. Though uothiug appears to show positively 
the position taken by Col. Stoddard upon 
an> of the impoilant questions in agitation while be was 
a member of the legislature, his opinions and counsel were 
evidently considered of value ujwn financial matters, and 
his name is frequently to be found upon committees hav- 
ing those subjects in charge. In 173G, the currency was in 

1 **To the cofireatlon At Jklb«nj came WUllam Shirley, already for MTea years 
goremor of 3la9«achiieetu ; an EoglUh lawyer, artful, needy, and ambition*; a meM- 
ber of the cburrta of England ; indifferent to the laws and the pectaliar faith of tbo 
people wbom be fovemed, appointed originally to restore or Introduo* BrItSali 
authority, and more relied upon than any crown oflloer in America.**— Bancrofts 
History of the United States, toL 4, p. f8, ed. IKML 

S In this connection comes in appropriately the often quoted anecdote related by 
President Dwigbt : — '* Once when Got. Shirley bad a party dining with bim, a Mr- 
rant came into the room and informed the Goremor that a Gentleman at the gate 
wished to sf'^ak with him. *Ask the Gentleman to come In,* eaid the Ooveraor. 
* I did Sir.* said the serrant, * but be said that be conld not etay.* The eompaay 
were not a little surpriaed, nor leea Indignant, at bebarlour, which they tbongbt •• 
disrespectful to the chief magistrate. *Wbat I* the geatleman*s nama* said tba 
Goremor. *I think,* aald the aerrant, *be told me bla name waa Stoddard.* *Ia 
It.* said the Goremor. * Bxcuee me Gentlemen, If It la CoL Stoddard I nnat go to 
him.* **-^Dw1ght*a Trarela, roL I, p. 83t. 
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a bail condition. Gov. Belcher, in his message to the legis- 
lature at the November session, stated that bills of credit 
had ** sunk near three parts in four from what they passed 
at when bills of that sort were first issued.** Consequently 
finance was the most iinjiortiint mutter ujion which legisla- 
ticm was required. In December, Col. Stoddard, chairman 
of the committee relating to bills of cretlit, made a reiK^rt 
which was orderetl to be printed for the use of the legisla- 
ture and the jx^ople. This report, while it emlxnlieil much 
that wjis subsequently eiuicteil by the legislature, was not 
adopted at that session. 

He hAd umuj Ene- Col. StotMurd was uot without eiicmies, and 
"**^ many a bitter contest he waged with them 

in his native town. An occsisional sentence 
in his official corresjiondence reveals the only glimpse that 
can be obtained of this feature of his life, and these casual 
allusions are always in answer to the suggestions, innuen- 
does, or inquiries of othei*s, never by way of personal com- 
plaint.' 

Tile viiuge Mar Apparently he was an arist<»crat of the aris- 
■•*•• tocrats. Allied to the older and wealthier 

families among the settlers, accustomed to 
deference in a community where wealth and ability were 
pass{)orts to respect, as well as to the highest seats in the 
meeting-house, possessing magisterial as well as military 
honor, he was in verity the village magnate, the old-time 
English squire of the community. Unquestionably active 
in all matters of im{)ortance to the town, fearless and out- 
spoken wherever interested, bringing down upon himself 
the denunciations of his opponents, he yet never descended 
to the petty meanness of the demagogue or village politi- 
cian. Honorable and aboveboard, he stood firmly upon 
the principles of truth, honesty, and fair dealing. At 
times defeated, but more often successful, he never sought 

1 A Binffle UlustratiTe maDifentaUon of TlndtctireneM, thooclt of little »iffiiifl- 
cance to the subject of it, i« found in the followiof extract from the court record* 
of the jresr IT-ML It wan when the war was in proKreaa, the grip of the mllitarj ertrj' 
where applied, and much *' applejack** In circulation : — John Adams Jr. of SufBeM, 
indicted for profane swearinie, waa accused of sajrinK : ** Col. Stoddard is a cussed 
lasy deril ; he sits there (Northampton), on his cussed «— ; it was his devHsh cussed 
doinies that those forts were built and that them at Fort Xaasachusetts were taken.** 
He waa Hoed Sa.« but appealed.-aadd M8A. 
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to revenge bimKelf upon his coniiwtitors. Tliough he held 
liigh judicial honors, they never effjiced his military title, 
and he wjis most familiarly known to the end of his life as 
Col. John Stoildard. A firm friend and welcome counsel- 
lor of Rev. Jonathan Edwanis, it is Inghl}' j)n>bahle that a 
diffei-ent result might have l>een reaches! in that memomble 
controversy, had he then bcH?n li\nng.* 

T.-tiroooy of Tbom« Tliougli liis dutic»s worc multifanous, and 
nut«hin»i>n. i]^Q oarcs of official life incessant and ex- 

acting, Ins fame as a stati'sman isecli{)sed 
l»y that of ninie of his continniwrariea. Thomas Hutchin- 
sf>n, historian of Massachusetts, beai*s the following testi- 
mony to his chai*acter : — 

•' Tliere have been but few men among us who have been more gen- 
erally esteemed. His enemies would charge him with nnconstitutional 
principles, but at the same time allow he had an upright heart. He 
sbined only in afTuirs of importance, lenser matters wonld frequently 
lie carried ni^uinHt bis mind by the little acts and crafts of minute poli- 
ticians, which he disdained to defeat by counter working. He was 
very early employe<l in public affairs. In 1713, he went as a comiasary 
to Quebec for the re^lemption of captives, and the !*evera] govemourt 
to the time of his death ontra^ted to his direction the military affairs 
of the coimty of Hamiishire, which in time of war was peculiarly ex- 
posed. Nor was his authority le»s in civil matters. Both military and 
civil authority he uxeil with great discretion. In this latter, in one 
iuKtance, he rather exceetled, extending it to ecclesiastical affairs of the 
town of Springfield farther than he could well justify. Our best men 
have sometimes exceeded in their zeal for particular systems, and have 
endeavored to promote religion by invading natural and civil rights.** • 

ca«e of B«T. Mr. The above allusion to interme<Idling in ec- ^' 
^'"*«^ clesiastical affairs refers to the case of Rev. 

John Breck of Si^ringfield. In October, 1735, 
Mr. Breck was charged with heresy, and an attempt was 
made to prevent his settlement after a council of ministers, 
convened for that purpose, had assembled. His opponents 
first applied to the Court of Common Pleas for a warrant 
to arrest the council, which the Justices refused. But they 
afterwards issued one for the arrest of Mr. Breck, and he 

1 Mr. Edwards states that he inteoded to aubroit to Col. Stoddard a faU ataiMMBt 
of Ills peculiar views upon the question whk'h cost din his pastorate, before taklnf 
e d«fcided stand upon It, but tbe occasion for such an espoalUon did not osenr till 
After tbe deatb of Mr. Stoddard.-Dwigbt's Life of Edwarda, p. S14. 

t Hutchlnson*s History of Massacbusetia, toL t, p. MS. 
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was sent back to Connecticut for trial, where his heretical 
sentiments had been promulgated. The Justices held that 
Mr. Breck liad violated the law against atheism and blas- 
phemy. The Connecticut courts refused to interfere, and 
he came back to Springfield and was installed. In 1736, 
the matter was brought before the Legislature, and the 
Justices cite<l to appear. The General Court decided in 
favor of the legality of the council, and mildly censured 
the Judges. 

Opinion of R^T. Joo- *' No man in Massachusetts Bay possessed 
athftu Edwards. the Same weight of character during the 

last twenty years of his life ;'* and it may 
be said, almost literally, that ** after him men spake not 
again.'** Rev. Jonathan Eklwards preached his funeral 
sermon, more correctly named funeral eulogy. It charac- 
terises him as one of the most remarkable men of his day. 
Something must be conceded to the relationship existing 
between the two men (Mr. Edwards' mother being sister to 
Col. Stoddard), but even then there remains little to dis- 
count from the verdict of the eminent divine. Honest and 
faithful himself, Col. Stoddard abhorred meanness or du- 
plicity in others. President Edwards says of him, ** But 
though he was exalted above others in greatness and abili- 
ties of mind, and feared not the faces of men ; yet he 
feared God. In private life he was a most faithful friend, 
counsellor and assistant,'' 

ch*racieri»tic«. A person of excellent natural abilities, ma- 
tured in the stirring and unsettled times 
that followed the French and Indian War of Queen Anne's 
reign, he became at once a man of action and resources. 
Called in early life to important duties, he acquired grave 
and studious habits, by which he profited in many ways. 
Thrown much in company of the leading men of the colo- 
ny, the principles of sound government were deeply im- 
pressed upon his mind, and he was steadfast and immova- 
ble in his political sentiments when satisfie<l that right and 
justice pointed out the way. 

1 Dvlgkt** Tr»Tels, toL 1, p. 891. 
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Hu Deaib. He ilied in Boston of apoplexy June 15'*, J 

1748, while in attendance at a session of the 
General Court, and was buried in that city. Contact with 
the world, and familiarity with the l>est society of the day, 
cultivated a taiito for the better things of everj^-day life, 
which wealth enabled him in a great measure to gratify. 
It is an historical ffvct, quoted sonietimc»s in derision, that 
he j)oss(ssed the fii*st, and for a time, the only gold watch 
in Northampton. It was valued at £150. 

Items from the In- The iuveutory of his estate reveals the fact 
rentorj of tau tJij^t ho had many articles of comfort and 
convenience (in addition to the gold watch), 
then not to be found among the majority of his to^msmen. 
Apparently his family was among the first in town to make 
use of tea. The tea-pot, tea-kettle, cups and saucers, in- 
ventoried as belonging to his estate, were the first known 
to have been used in Northampton. Tea was introduced 
htTe between 17*-i9 and 1748, but probably very few persons 
used it l)efore the latter date. Among the noticeable arti- 
cles enumerated in the inventory, which were not then in 
general use, were earthen bowls, plates, mugs, and a sugar 
dish. Crockery was quite rare, and was seldom found 
among the people till some years later. Col. Stoddard's 
real estate was valued at £18,238, and liis personal property 
at £17,194, the whole aggregating £35,432, which if ap- 
praiseil in Old Tenor, equal to 45s. to the dollar, would 
reduce values to a little more than $15,000. Among the 
funeral charges were £40 for pnnting the funeral sermon, 
£40.8 for funeral rings, and £14.10 for gloves. 

His Faniir Col. Johu Stoddard married Prudence Clies- 

ter of Wethersfield, Ct, in 1731. Ten chil- 
di-en were born to them— four daughters and six sons— five 
of whom survived their father. His daughters were edu- 
cated in Boston, their teacher being a man by the name of 
Turner. They would ride to Boston on horseback, some- 
times on a pillion l>ehind their father or some other person, 
and occasionally on a side-saddle. Of three daughters, 
who came to the age of maturity, Mary, the elder, married 

Col. John Worthington of Springfield ; the second, Pm- 
it 
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dence, married Ezekiel Williams of Wethersfield ; and the 
third, Esther, died unmarried at the age of 78. Of the 
sons, Solomon who lived in Northampton, was a man of 
much ability, and for many years occupied the ]K)sition of 
Register of Probate; he die<l in Northampton at the age 
of 94. Israel, the younger, removed to Pittsfield, where 
he died al>out 1785. Both adopted the political sentiments 
of their father, and had a falling out with the whigs dur- 
ing revolutionary times. 

Re«i.ieBC6. Col. Stoddard lived on the old homestead 

of his father on Prospect Street, which 
descended to him by will. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

NEW SCIIOOI^— DIVISION OK THE ADDITIONAL GRANT. 

s« hoou Carefully NEITHER tlio excitemeiit of existing war- 
Nurtured. fm«e nor the i)ecuniary emban*as>8ment8 
causinl thereby, were sufficient absolutely 
to absorb the attention of tlio coinninnity. In the multi- 
plicity of rajntlly recurring event**, when the military en- 
^rosscnl all otlier interests, the improvement and enlarge- 
ment of schools and school methods wjis not overlooked. 
The citizens dealt generously by them, prnviding extra 
teachei-s and establishing new schools in all sections, when- 
ever tlioir need wa's made apparent. Laggard only in the 
matter of heating, they were liberal and progressive in 
every other res|>ect. Yet the town was constantly endeav- 
oring to sup)>ly this defect. The reiteration of votes to 
comi>el people to keep the schoolmaster's woodpile intact, 
has almost become burdensome in this narrative, yet in 
1746, it was found necessary again to act ujion the matter. 
This time it was ordere<l that every parent " sending a boy 
to school," must follow him within ten days with a load of 
wood, or pay a fine of 58. 



The Town Board* Another cliango for the better was adopted 
tue scbooimMter. {]iq ^ext year. Heretofore school-teachers j 

had paid their board bills from their sal- 
ary. Probably they "boarded round," at the homes of 
their scholars; and the parents paid a portion of their 
school rates by that means ; but now a new system was put 
in practice. In 1747, the town assumed that exj^ense. The 
first item of that kind on the treasurer's account is a pay- 
ment of £14.7 to Moses Lyman for boarding Nathaniel 
Taylor, who taught school at the center, from October to 
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tlie following April. Tliis was in a<ldition to the salary, 
which amounted to £C0 for the half year. No vote appears 
ordering any such change, and there is nothing to show by 
what authority it was made. Possibly the rapid deprecia- 
tion in value of Bills of Credit had something to do with 
the matter. From that time, similar pa^^ments were made 
annually, applying to all sections of the town. It may l>e 
surmised that this change affected the schoolmaster in 
many ways. Xot only wais he benefit<,Hl iiecuniarily, but 
his social standing was greatly improved by familiar asso- 
ciation with the families of the town's best citizens. What- 
ever may have been his i)osition previous to this action, lie 
certainly found a home afterwards in such households as 
those of Col. Seth Pomeroy, Caleb Strong, Rev. Mr. 
Hooker, Joseph Hawley, John Hunt and Thomas Allen. 
Undoubtedly the society of these young men, most of them 
college graduates, was much sought by the cultivated 
among the inhabitants, especially when accompanied by an 
occasional warrant upon the town treasury. In a letter 
written to his wife during the campaign of 1755, Col. Pom- 
eroy sends his ''service to Sr. Ely," meaning Richard Ely, 
schoolmaster, then boarding in his family. The price 
allowed varied from 4s., 48. 8d., to 5s. per week. 

New Schools £•• Two schools Were established in the so called 
ubiLbed. Quter districts, in 1743 ; five yeai-s after- 

wards a still further extension was made, 
and three more were provide<l, this time literally in " the 
remote parts of the town." In December, 1748, the town 
voted that schools should be kept ** for the instruction of 
children in reading and writing, viz. : one upon the Plain, 
one over Mill River, one at Pascommuck, one at Bai-tlett's 
Mill, and one at the new Precinct, at the cost of the town.** 
The two first named were identical with those instituted 
three years before, the others were new. 

improTemeDU In Still further progress was in contemplation, 
th© School. Sttg. aud during the succeeding year another 
s^hooViioiiVe step in advance was suggested. Early in 
Ordered. 1749^ a Committee consisting of CoL Timo- 

thy Dwight, Mr. Joseph Hawley, and Samuel Mather, was 
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apiK)inte<l *' to Consiiler witli respect to the better Regula- 
tion of our School, to project Some way that our School 
for the future may l>e more mlvautageous and profitable 
for the Rlucation of our Children.'' The following Janu- 
ary this committee rei>orted as follows : — 

" That the Town Erect a new School Hon!«e near ElishA Pomeroy'8 
trailing Shop, that Shall lie Very warm and Convenient, for writera, 
Grauiuiar Scholars, and Arithmeticians as its likely they may be in 
Town to be Inetrncted. and that there be for th6 future, two School- 
ma Mer8 uiaintainM in Town in the Winter Si^ason in the middle of the 
Town, viz : — one to which Grammar Scholars and Arithmeticians and 
writfrii' Shall lie Sent, the other to which, the Readers, or English 
Si'hiilarK Shall be Sent ; and in the Summer SeatKin, there be but one* 
Si*h<H>l maintained, %iK:~the Grammar School to which Scholars of 
all SoHrt Shall be Sent Untill the Season grows Cold & that then, there 
b« two again as afores'd : & that for the future any provision for 
Schools in the Remote |>arts of the Town be omitted.** 



Tke ■l>ove Vote 



This rciH>rt whb accepted, and Lieut. Noah 
Wright and Mr. Ebenezer Hunt were added 
to the committee, which was instructed to 
consider what kind of a house should be built. This was 
rather a one-sided pro|><isitit>n, both as regards the charac- 
ter and location of the schools. It jirovidcd solely for the 
enlargement of one department, and omitted the outlying 
districts altogether. When the i^eople in the outskirts 
began to realize the true position in which they had been 
placed by this decision, that they must either do without 
schools or seiwi their childi-en to the center of the town, 
they rallied, and at the following March meeting the 
former vote was reconsidered and rescinded. 



\ 



Still further chMgM Tliis agitation of the school question 

(he scw^'"**^ * " while it failed to better the schools in one 

section at the expense of those elsewhere, 

resulted in good to them all. In 1750, an order wag 

adopted to provide 
"some meet person to assist the Gramm' school master Id teaching 

the Writers and English readers, And that English School masters 

shall be provided for the 2* Precinct and the Farms, and that the 

school money already granted to the 2^ Precinct be used for the paying 

for the schooling of the yonths of sd precinct ** 

It was also voted to build a school-house in the second 
precinct. The next year the same assistant was continued. 
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and an allowance votetl for schools in the second precinct 
and in the remote jwrts of the first precinct. In 1752, 
English schools were established at Pascommuck and at 
Bartlett's Mill, and an usher provided for the grammar 
school, to assist " Mr. Street in teaching reading and writ- 
ing." It was also voted that a separate room should l>e 
provided for the usher. Here was another forward step. 
The ** usher," apparently more comi>etent tlian the "assist- 
ant," who had tauglit under the eye of the head-master, 
was to keep an indej^endent school, in reality forming two 
schools at the center. A room was hire<l for the usher in 
the house of Sanmel Judd on Pleasant Street. There was 
still a strong party in favor of a new school-house at the 
center, and the projiosition to build one thei*e was defeated 
by a majority of only three votes the same year. 

Qirit Exciud«d fron In this agitation of the school question 
the Public School.. HQ reference has been made to the educa- 
tion of girls, the accepted inference being 
that their schooling was neglecteil because they were not 
admitted to the town schools. The first schools in New 
England were not free. Only a portion of the master*8 
salary was paid by the town ; the rest, as many facts already 
cited abundantly prove, was collected of the parents. 
While the education of boys wtvs amply pro\ided for, that 
of the girls, left to their parents, was by no means 
neglected. Tliough some of the wealthier citizens, like 
Col. Stoddard, educated their daughters in Boston, private 
schools for girls were kept at the houses of the inhabitants 
in all sections of the town. The girls within certain limits 
would gather at one of the farm-houses, and the wife or 
some other member of the family was paid for teaching 
them. Co-education of the sexes was as slow in coming 
into practice in primitive schools as it has been in more 
mo<lern days in colleges and scientific institutions. No 
attempt to admit girls into the town schools was made for 
more than a quarter of a century. 

Biu« of Credit De- So great had been the depreciation of Bills 

preeutiDf. of Credit that in 1747, action was taken 

upon the matter in town-meeting. ''The 

Question Was put, whether the Town will take Something 
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of [olT] the jiersons that have the bills of the Town Upon 
Interest, on the Consideration of the Sinking or the depre- 
ciating of the bills, and it passed in the affirmative.^ It 
was voted that the treasurer " shall take, £2 per cent per 
annum for the last year Ending in May last." The town 
treasurer was also directed to "lot out the bills for this 
year Coming as Old Ten' bills at the rate of £6 upon the 
Hundreil for Interest and at the rate of £2 Upon the Hun- 
dred for their depreciating, or Sinking in their Value." 
The money "pnxluced by the sale of the school lands,** 
was voted to be " let out upon interest," ait the same rate, 
** the town running the risque of the depreciating of the 
bills." 



Ln>«>rtj Grnuled to 
the Sooond Pr a- 
<-inct to S«*ll Land. 



Liberty was granted to the inhabitants of 
the second pi-ecinct " to sell 200 acres of 
land on the back side of Whiteloaf hills 
that was formerly sccjucstered for the use and benefit of 
said precinct, which land with 300 more formerly granted 
them was to be in lieu of- their right and interest in or to 
the land lying in the meadow or common field in North- 
ampton, scKjuestered for the ministry provided they relin- 
quish their right or interest in or to the land sequestered 
lying in the 1"* Precinct & do aquit and discharge the same 
from all demands of or from the 2' parish in said town on 
account of said sequestered laud lying in the I'* precinct.^ 



Additional Grant 
DiTided. Rule 
of the Dirlalon. 



In 1702,^ a triangular tract of land contain- 
ing about 3,000 acres, lying between North- 
ampton, Springfield, and Westfield, was 
granted by the General Court to Northampton and West- 
field. After forty-six years' possession as common land, 
a proposition was made in town-meeting for its sale or 
division. This was promptly negatived, but at the after- 
noon session that vote was reconsidered, and the matter 
postponed till January 30*^, 174J. At that meeting, "after 
the matter was thoroughly debated," the decision was 
reached to divide all the land in the " additional grant.*' 
In February, rules for the division were adopted, a survey 
and plot of the land ordered, and a list of the polls and 

1 8e« TPt 1, p. MS. 
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estates upon which the division was based, was entered 
upon the record. It was provided tliat all the polls of the 
''Inhabitants that have not been warned out of Town," 
should be rated at £10. All i)ei-sons under 21 years of age 
should be accounted to their parents or masters, and the 
valuation added to the list. The rule of division was as 
follows : — 

*' That the Sum £^cb person is assessed at this year in this Town 
with the adclitioo of the Poll or Polls he pays for respectively. Shall be 
the rule to determiDe Each persons Right or proportion by, Exclnsive 
of Such as are Excluded as afores'*, Excepting that when the Polls or 
Estate of others of age, are Set to any particular person of a family. 
Each person Shall be Entitled to his respective Share, that Notwith- 
standing and that when any Orphan hath any Estate rated the right 
for Such Estate Shall be to him and if he be not a Servant and his poll 
be rate<l that Shall be to Such Orphan*8 own benefit, also excepting 
tliat the Rev. M' Jonathan Edwards, minister of the first Precinct, & 
Rev. M' Jonathan Judd, minister of the 2** precinct. Shall be admitted 
each to a right Equal to the Sum of £100.'* 

Non-resident taxpayer were also to have the rights of 
their estates. Because the lots were small, parties were 
allowed to draw together by one number if they could 
agi'ee. There are two hundred sixty names on this list, 
which undoubtedly includes the name of every male person 
in Northampton and Southampton, except paupers and 
transients. 



StAtUtlct of 
DirUioB. 



this Annexed is the list, showing the number of 
polls, the amount at which each person is 
rated, the owners of meadow-land, and the 

place of residence of every male inhabitant of the original 

town at this date : - 



Acre* 


/ » 






Meadow 








LMd. 


Polls. EstaU. RMidence. 


Ezra Clark 


1 49 


Phdn (Bridge St.) 


liyi Josiah Pomeroj 


2 106 


«« 




2l}4 Aimer Lyman 


1 100 


«« 




21}i Ens. Ebenezer Sheldon 


2 118 


«« 




26t^ Nathaniel Cnrtis (Moses 


Wright) 2 65 


«• 




11 Dea. Ebenezer Pomeroj 


2 76 


«• 




28 John Wright 


8 86 


«« 




17 Hezeldah Wright 


1 42 


«« 




9 Sergt. Joseph Wright 


1 


«• 




Reuben Wright 


1 42 


«« 
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Meadow 
LaB4. 


I 


1 


Aaron Wright 


17 


Gmd Ljman 


16 


Nathaniel Edwards Heirt 


25 


Lt William Parsoot 




Supply Clapp 




Edward Coats 




Amos Loomis 


39 




20 


Lt. James Lyman 




Jacob Parsons 


12»i 


Joseph Alvord 


14 


Ebenezer Wright Jr. (Father and 




Brothers) 




John Dirge Jr. 


54 


Elibn Parsons 




Mrs. Mercy Parsons (his mother) 




Asa Wright 




Timothy Wright 


•!i 


£1)enezer Alvord 




Xoah Strong 




Capt. Orlando Bridgman 


15 


John Bridgman 


20 


Elienezer Hawley 


31 


Mrs. Rebecca Hawley 




Mr. Joseph Hawley 




Lt. Elisha Hawley 


81 


Lt. Nathaniel Strong 




Nathaniel Strong Jr. 




Mrs. Martha Strong (wid. of 




Daniel) 


lejf 


Samnel Sheldon 


79^X 


Samuel Clarke 


34 


Lt. Noah Wright 




Isaac Parsons 




Selah Wright 


21Ji 


AbigaU Parsons (wid. Nathaniel) 


12?4 


Capt. Preserved Clapp 


5 


Eliphaz Clapp 


do 


Joseph Lyman 


?;( 




6 


Medad Lyman 


25 


Lt. Supply Kingdey 


18 


Elizabeth Strong (wid. Ebeneser) 


21H 


Capt. Moses Lyman 


85?^ 


Mr. Jonathan Strong 


7 


Ensign Caleb Strong 





^ 






PolU. EmmU, 


N^UQv009« 


1 


82 


Bridge Street 


1 


187 


«« 


«« 




18 


• 4 


«« 


1 


20V 


«« 


• • 


1 


05 


• « 


• « 


1 


01 


• « 


• « 


1 


41 


«« 


«« 


8 


147. 


«« 


«• 


t 


es- 


«• 


4< 


1 


se 


• « 


<« 


9 

1 


67- 


• • 


• « 


4 


90 


• « 


«« 


1 


02* 


Back of Cemetery 


1 


13S 


Hawley Street 


1 


48 


4« 


<« 


1 


84 


• • 


« 


1 


05- 


«« 


«« 


2 


84 


«l 


«• 


1 


24- 


«« 


«< 


I 


lis 


• « 


«< 


1 




4« 


• • 


1 


94 


• « 


4( 




42 


«« 


«« 


1 


H 


«« 


. «« 




117 


• • 


<• 




40 


• < 


u 


1 


41 


«« 


«« 




18 


- - «« 


«• 


I 


iia 


«« 


«« 


1 


76 


«« 


«« 


2 


180 




Plain 


1 


59 




«« 


1 


82 




«« 


) 1 


59 




«4 


I 


84 


Pleasant Street 


1 


81 


«• 


«< 


2 


167 


«« 


«4 


1 


116 


«• 


44 


1 


8. 


4« 


«4 


1 


71 


«« 


44 


) 


88^ 


«• 


44 


8 


188 


«• 


44 


2 


85 


• « 


44 


1 


176 





44 
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ACTM 

Meadow 






J 






L«b4. 




Pollc EstaU 


R«»ideoe«. 


14 


Preserved Bartlett 


3 


57 


Pleasant Street 


12 


Jonathan Burt 


I 


41 


«• 


44 


-W4 


Ebenezer Bartlett 


1 


85 


«« 


44 


— 


Aaron Bartlett 


1 


8 


it 


44 


10 


Benjamin Bartlett 


I 


44 


«« 


44 




Jo.seph Bascom 


1 


48 


•* 


44 


23 


William Jndd 


I 


87 


•< 


44 


1« 


Samuel Judd 


1 




«< 


«4 


12 


William Bartlett 


2 


76 


•* 


«4 




Samuel Mather 


1 


141 


«« 


44 


12K 


Ebenezer Hunt 


2 


148 


Main Street 




Bela Strong 


1 


79 


•• 




19 


Samuel Marshall 


1 


74 


•• 




*- 


Samuel Marshall Jr. 


1 


15 


«« 




13 


- Elisha Pomeroy 


2 


174 


«• 




6 


Maj. Seth Pomeroy 


8 


595 


4« 




9 


Edward Baker 


1 


89 


• < 




^1 


Saul Alvord 


1 


28 


«« 






Ephraim Wright 


1 


108 


•« 




11 


Elizabeth Wright (wid. Jonathan) 1 


41 


«« 




5 


James Searle 




7 


•« 






Elias Strong 




86 


«• 




— 


John Strong 




8 


«4 




21 


Noah Parsons 




100 


«< 




15 


Samuel Kingdey 




100 


«« 






Gideon Parsons 




no 


«• 






Waitstill Strong 




88 


«« 


(com< 


28 


Jonathan Kingsley 




71 


• < 




87 


Nathaniel Clark 




86 


• • 






Gideon Clark 




35 


• « 






Selahaark 




46 


«4 




UK 


Moses Kingsley 




81 


• « 




^ 


Isaac Searle 




24 


<« 




4« 


Asahel CUp ' 




43 


« 






Aaron Clap 




38 


4< 




88 


Capt. John Clark 




95 


«« 






Josiah Clark Jr. 




40 


• 4 


44 




Timothy Clark 




86 


South Street 




Seth Clapp 




39 


44 


44 


- 89 


Lt. Samuel Gapp 




58 


4« 


44 


7 


Ens. John Clapp 




49 


44 


44 


82 


Capt Roger Ckip 




122 


44 


44 


" 15 


Samuel Edwards 




79 


4* 


44 


* 29K 


Katherine Phelps (wid. Nathaniel) 


62 


44 


44 


^ 


Nathaniel Pbelpa , 


1 


59 


44 


44 




Martin Phdpa 


1 


88 


44 


44 
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Sfeadov 












Uui4. 








Katbmuiel CUrk Jr. 




58 


South 


Street 


18 


Jonatban Strong Jr. 




60 


*• 


44 


- tw 


Ebenezer HnU-hinson 




82 


«« 


44 




Samuel Clapp Jr. (last bonae) 




48 


•« 


44 


5 


Daniel Oark 




90 


«• 


44 


48 


Mr. Jobn Hnut (New Bostoo) 




227 


Elm 


Street 


2S}i 


Mr. Joseph Hunt 




121. 


«• 


•• 




Ebenezer Clark Jr. 




90 


•• 


•4 




Moses dark 




02- 


•4 


44 


4:;i 


Caiit Jobn Baker 




107- 


• « 


• 4 


3 


Jobn Baker Jr. 




57 


•« 


• 4 




Caleb Cbirk 




80 


«• 


• • 




Wid. Sarab Clark (Caleb's mother) 


40 


«« 


44 


^li 


Lt. Jonathan Hnnt 




231 


4« 


• 4 


- 


Benjamin Clark 




48 


«« 


• • 


38 


Increase CUrk 




146 


• « 


•4 


^ 20 


Ens. Josiah Clark 




97 


• « 


44 


51 


Lt. Ebenezer CUirk 




218 


«* 


44 


203i 


Dea. Noah Cook 




70 


• « 


topofhin 


na 


Noah Clark 




95 


West 


street 




Seth Chirk 




14 


•• 


44 


27 


Samnel LangtoD 




94 


«4 


44 




Obadiah Frary 




28 


44 


44 


19)4 


Benjamin Edwards 




86 


«« 


44 




Ebenezer Edwards 




106 


44 


44 


i«H 


Israel Rnst 




83 


44 


44 


3>i 


Major Ebenezer Pomenj 




106 


Catholic Church 


12 


Daniel Poniieroy 




118 


44 


44 


11 


Samuel Baker 
William Phelps 




42 
54 


Pancake Plain 


Prospect Street 


16 


James Hnlbert 




S3 


44 


44 


14 


Jonathan Rnst 




45 


44 


44 


-11 


Thomas Allen 




62 


44 


44 




Aaron Baker 




41 


44 


•« 


8 


David Burt 


•8 


97 


44 


«• 


8 


Thomas Ban 




102 


•4 


4< 


M 


Joseph Burt 


1 


7- 


«« 


M 


GO 


Madame Stoddard 




222 


44 


44 


HH 


Samuel Phelps 




67 


U 


4« 




John Alrord 




88 


44 


•• 




Jonathan AlTord 




18 


44 


•« 




Zebadiah AlTord 




12 


4« 


44 


7 


Lt. John Miner 




82 


King Street 




Eleazar Burt 




89 


4« 


U 




JohnFrary 




IS 


4« 


•4 


7 


Ebenezer Phelps 




79 


— 


M 



1 
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Aeres 

JCeftdo« 












Land. 




PoUa. EfttAU. 


R«»cid«iic«. 


7 


Joseph Phelps 




12 


King Street 




Benjamin Parsons 


1 


100 


•« 


44 


12 


Eleazar King 


2 


63 


«• 


4« 


9 


Joseph Allen 


1 


85 


** 


• • 


8 


Samuel Allen 


1 


60 


«« 


44 


19 


Hezekiah Root 


8 


112 


«• 


• « 


12 


Daniel King 


2 


73 


«• 


«4 


^M 


Medad King 


2 


44 


•« 


14 




Lt. Elisha Strong 




46 


•« 


«< 


24 


Hope Root 






•« 


•• 




Stephen Root 




3G 


*• 


• • - 




Aaron Root 




43 


•« 


44 


12 


Enoch Southwell 




48 


.. 


44 




Mark Warner 




34 


«4 


44 




Mark Warner Jr. 




16 


• 4 


44 




Daniel Warner 




7 


• « 


44 




Elisba Warner 










^H 


Noah Bridgman 


2 


31 






- 7 


AhigaU King (wid. John) 




12 








Wid. Hannah Phelpe (2* wife Sami) 


16 




_ 




Caleb Wright 




2 








Israel Sheldon 




10 






8 


Rev. Jonathan Edwards 




100 


«« 


44 


33 


Timothy Dvright Esq. 




115 


Market Street 




Timothy Dwight Jr. 




56 


«« 


44 


•80 


Samnel Conrtis 




83 


«• 


44 


5 


John Hannmn 




30 


«< 


44 


5 


Benjamin AWord 




43 


•t 


44 


10 


John Allexander*s Heirs 




47 


•• 


44 




Ithamar Clark 




23 


«« 


44 




Samnel Allezander 






«* 


44 


47 


Mr. Joeiah Parsons 




154 


•« 


4. 




Seth Strong 




62 


*« 


44 


21 


Ensign Gideon Lyman 




143 


«4 


44 




Jemima Wright (wid. Samuel) 






44 


44 


30 


Lt Benjamin Sheldon 




143 


• 4 . 


44 


18?4^ 


Samnel Hannmn 




52 


• 4 


44 


-9 


Samnel Clesson 




20 


44 


44 




Nathaniel Day 




7 


• 4 


44 


^H 


Jerijah Strong Jr. 




68 


44 


44 


5 


Zehadiah Miller 




17 


•4 


44 


-•8 


Ebenezer Bnrt 




44 


44 


44 


8 


Aaron Miller 




17 


King Street 


24 


John Miller 




74 


44 


44 




Thomas Jndd 




51 


Sonth 


Farms 




Elias Lyman 




105 


44 


44 
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Aer*« 



.JUld. 


PolU. E»tat«. 




-. William Wait 




77 


Sonth 


Farms 


Ebenezer Wait 




27 


•• 




- Nathaniel Kentfield 




8 


• 4 




29;^ JobnParaont 




51 


«• 




Wid. Sarah Parfona 




49 


«*« 




2}i Daniel Alexander 




43 


• « 




Noah aark Jr. 




48 


«« 


44 


- Abigail Whart<m 




31 


«• 


• • 


Wli Samnel Janes 




141 


Easthamptoo 


aji Lt. Elisba Searl 




71 


«• 


«• 


16 Ebenezer Ferry 




71 


•« 


44 


Jomah Searl 




30 


•« 


4* 


ElUkim aark 




87 


«« 


44 


12 Robert Danks 




88 


•• 


N 


Ephraim Danka 




84 


«« 


4* 


Benoni Dankt 




80 


«« 


44 


- Zadoc Danka 




23 


«« 


44 


Joseph Wright Jr. 




45 


«« 


44 


Titus Wright 




14 


«« 


•4 


Sl{ Da\idBarUett 




11 


•« 


44 


Jonathan Clapp 




140 


4« 


44 


Jonathan Wait ' 




47 


• « 


44 


5}( Joeeph BarUett 




387 


44 


44 


SO;^ Benjamin Lymmn 




80 


44 


44 


Benjamin Lyman 




84 


Southampton 


- Rev. Jonathan Jndd 




100 


44 


44 


\2li Dea. Stephen Wright 




76 


44 


44 


5 Eldad Pomeroy 




47 


M 


44 


5 Samnel Pomeroy (Dec^) 




75 


44 


44 


Caleb Pomeroy 




17 


4« 


44 


Simeon Pomeroy 






~ «4 


44 


Ebenezer Pomeroy 




10 


44 


44 


Eliftha Pomeroy 




10 


44 


44 


Joshna Pomeroy 




10 


44 


44 


Samnel Pomeroy 




11 


44 


44 


Roger Clapp Jr. 




38 


44 


44 


Ebenezer French 







44 


44 


Jonathan Clark 




83 


44 


44 


• Ebenezer Corse 




81 


44 


44 


Eleazar Hannnm 




83 


•4 


44 


- Ebenezer Kingslay 




35 


44 


44 


Nathan Lyman 




34 


44 


44 


Jonathan Bascom 




17 


44 


44 


Stephen Sheldon 




81 


44 


44 


Wid. Mary Sheldon 




80 


44 


44 • 


. ^ Noah Pixley (deceased) 




14 


44 


44 
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Acre* 
JCeadov 




Land. 






Eli8b«aark (deceased) 




Nathaniel Searl Jr. 


*• 


Elipbaz Searl 


^8 


Wid. Miriam Strong 




John Wait 




John Wait Jr. 


-lOJi 


Dea. Waitstill Strong 




ThoinaM Porter 


3;i 


Nathaniel Searl Sen. 




Joseph Clark's Heirs 




Dea. John Clark Jr. 




Aaron Clark 




Samuel Danks 




Ichabod Strong 


"^ 


Elias L>-man 




Stephen Root 




Samnel Burt 


21>i 


Moses Wright's Heirs 




Phinehas King 


2H 


Samnel King 


6 


Thankful Alexander 


• 8 


Ljdia Dickinson 



Pulls. EsUt«. 


Besldence. 




10 


Southampton 


1 


7 


«« 


44 


1 




«« 


4« 




19 


•• 


44 


1 


25 


•• 


44 


1 


5 


•« 


44 


1 


25 


«• 


44 


1 


8 


•• 


• 4 


3 


30 


4« 


44 




10 


.4 


44 


1 


22 


«• 


• 4. 


1 


16 


• • 


44 


1 


25 


«• 


44 


1 


20 


• 4 


44 


1 


20 


■ «• 


4« 


1 


16 


•• 


44 


1 


22 


4« 


44 




18 


*4 


44 




16 


44 


«« 


1 


13 


44 


44 




6 


Non-Resident 




16 


Hatfield 



In the above table the number of acres of meadow-laud 
assigned to each person is taken from the api^ortionment 
for the memlow fence assessed in 1744, five years before the 
additional grant was divided, and is believed to include all 
the owners at that time. In a few instances the number of 
acres belonging to an individual is not cairietl out on the 
original record, and there were several non-residents, whose 
names do not appear. The whole number of acres in- 
cluded within the meadow fence in 1744, as i-eported by the 
committee at that time, was 2493. The footing above will 
reach 2131 acres, and there were nearly 400 acres owned by 
non-residenta. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

PKECIXCTS— MR, EDWARDS* SALARY— GREAT AWAKENING. 

Mm Riv.r Overstep- Uneasy Mill RiviT WH« trying to overstep 
i.i»«it.» ikMimu \i allottcHl bounils, near Barilett's Gate, at 
the lower end of Pleasant Street, and 
measures were taken in 174?), to jirevent anticipated troubla 
In all probability the place where the greatest mischief was 
exjKH-ted, must have lx*en near the turn by which the river 
was diverted from its former course, the stream naturally 
si^'king to return to its old channel. It is quite evident 
that the l)ed of Mill River above or near the old South 
.Street bridge, wjis formerly many feet to the south of the 
channel in which its current now flows. Less than a gen- 
eration ago, a deeji guUey, evidently once the bed of the 
stivam, extended across the home lot of the late Mr. Elijah 
Kingsley. In 17CC, there existed a strip of land, an island, 
on tlie north side of the river between the gas works and 
the bridge, of sufficient size to wan*ant a vote in town- 
meeting iK^rmitting Capt. William Lymau to ** fence and 
feed the beach above Bathshel>a Hull's house." She was a 
ncgress, and lived in a little house on the river bank just 
aliove the bridge. Four yeai*s later there was danger of 
the river's ** shifting its course again into the old Mill 
Trench northward of the Island where Amos Hull dwelt** 
The surveyors were ordered to prevent the anticipated 
change by ''hedging or otherwise.** This island was 
formed by the trench, dug in IGGO, to carry off the waste 
water from the first grist-mill, erected a short distance up 
the river, and through which it would seem part of the 
current then flowed. Much of this beach has undoubtedly 
been transferred to the other side of the river, and all evi- 
dence of the old trench has long since disappeared. 
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New Bridge over A now bridge was built over Mill River 
the stream. "near Waitstill Strong's" in 1749, and the 

timber was ordered " to be gotten out ^ that 
winter. The next year the accounts for building this 
. structure, which was on or near the site of the recent old 
bridge, were aceepte<l and ordered to l>e paid. It was called 
the "Great Bridge over Mill river," and cost £218.7.6, old 
tenor, which was equivalent to about $100. Tlie old bridge 
and timber was sold for £4.7.6. A great flood, caused by- 
heavy rains, occurred in December, 1748, and undoubtedly 
so injured the bridge, as to require its rebuilding. This 
bridge remained in use for more than twent}' years, when 
it was carried off by a great freshet^ which occurred in 
January, 1770, but it was immediatelj^ rebuilt. 

Poraero7'« Trading Elislia, SOU of Johu Pomcroy, wlio lived 

^*»**p- on what was afterwards known as the 

" Judge Lyman place," was a blacksmith, 

' but became a merchant, and in the year 1749, had permis- 
sion to erect a "trading shop" between his blacksmith 

I shop and the "house of correction." The latter was on 
the opi>osite side of the street near the present location of 
SiKwner's Market. This must have placed his store well 
into the highway. It was near this building that the com- 
mittee decided to place the proposed new school-house. 

Town Pound. An important institution in every town was 

the " pound," a lockup for all stray stock, 

t which could only be redeemed by the owner's paying the . 

legal fees. It wais usually placed near the entrance into 

! the meadows, though sometimes it was near the meeting- 

house, and in some instances there was one at each end of 

I the town. Northampton ordei*ed one built within a few 

yeai-s after settlement. It was situated at the lower end of 
Pleasant Street near the meadow gate, and is still familiar 
to everyone, though it has now fallen into disuse. Consid- 
erable litigation gi-ew out of the practice of impounding 

1 ThU flood is inentloutMl in the Daj-Book of Dea. Ebenezer Hunt, as follows : ~ 

^ ** ImO, Jan. 7. A grrat rain with South wind, the Mill River broke up, and the Ice 

carried off Llckingwater bridge. It was one of the highest floods that any person 

^ remembers In 31111 River, when the Great River did not set up. It was oxtr tbe bank 

^ ' In mj home lot.^ 
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animals. Some persons had them incarcerated unlawfully, 
while others reined them after they hatl been locked up, 
or while on their way to the i)ound. Many allusions are 
to l>e found upon the town records to the pound, which 
show that it was kept in complete repair. In 1749, a new 
one was onlered to be built on the old site. 

portioMoftbeHigh- lo 1750, William Judd, living on Pleas- 
vAjrSoid. ant Street, ])etitioned for permission to 

purchase a piece of land in the highway 
near his house. A committee was appointed not only to 
consider his application, but to examine the highways 
throughout the town, and report on all encroachments. 
Two years afterwards another committee was instructed to 
•* 6t»e in what jmrts of the body of the Town, the Streets 
and highways may be reduced, and part of them sold with- 
out inconveniencing the publick and report thereon as soon 
as may be.** Later in the year this committee reported 
that land might be sold to Mr. John Hunt on Elm Street, 
a short distance north of his new house, and also that a 
])ortion of the highway adjoining the homestead of Saul 
Alvord on meeting-house hill might be sold to him. 

iu«ordiiic TowB Much negligence prevailed during the early 
warranu. years of the settlement in regard to the 

record of town business ; the clerks did not 
consider it necessary to record the names of many of the 
l>etty town oflBcers, and some other things were omitted. 
The practice of recording the warrants for meetings was 
not adopted till nearly one hundred years of town history 
had elapsed. Among the earlier regulations, adopted in 
IGG*^, was an order that all business to be brought before 
the town, must be considered by the selectmen, and by 
them presented at the meeting. This may be con8idei*ed as 
the foundation of the system of notifying by warrant what 
business was to be transacted, but none of these documents 
found a place upon the records. Occasionally an old war* 
rant will appear among the ancient town papers, but none 
earlier than the eighteenth century. It was not till 1751, 
that the first of these papers was copied upon the records. 

Major Joseph Hawley was at that time town clerk, but he 
It 
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was not particular about recording warrants, and very few 
of tlieni api>ear till 1760 and after, when Timothy Dwight 
was chosen clerk. He was more particular and systematic 
than his predecessors. In after years many of the war- 
rants were omitted, and only left on file. Indeed the town 
records down to the commencement of the nineteenth cen- 
tury were decidedly brief, and many omissions of impor- 
tance are noticeable. Seldom was any notice taken of an 
election of Representatives to the General Court, and only 
in more recent days can their names be found upon the 
town records. 

The FiMt PKcinct. For nearly a dozen years, while Southamp- 
ton was in an embryo state— a pi^ecinct and 
not a town— it was necessary to keep two distinct records 
in Xorthampton, one for the town and the other for the 
precinct or parish. The new settlement, first known as 
** Newhampton,'* was still an integral part of the old town. 
In both sections the secular interests were identical, but 
each had a meeting-house and a minister of its o%vn. In 
the distribution of the territory covered by the " additional 
grant,^ both ministers were placed on an equal footing and 
shared alike. The business of the First Parish during 
these years was not of special importance, and the precinct 
meetings offer little that is of interest to the general reader. 
To vote the salary of the pastor, to designate the quantity 
and fix the i>rice of the wood furnislied him, to levy taxes, 
rent the parish land, and keep the meeting-house in repair, 
were the principal questions in agitation. A matter of con- 
siderable perplexity was that of providing fuel for the 
minister, and frequently several precinct meetings were 
required before it could be adjusted. 

lu orguiutioB. The first precinct meeting was held on Wed- 
nesday, February 10, V!i\. John Stoddard 
was chosen Moderator, and Samuel Mather, Clerk. It was 
voted '' that the selectmen or assessors chosen at the annual 
meeting in March, shall be the assessors for the precinct, 
for the year current,^ and the selectmen were authorized to 
call precinct meetings. Mr. Edwards' salary '' for the past 
year^ was to be £350 in bills of credit, and the improve- 
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nieiit of one half of the sequestered land iu the common 
field. It was also voted to provide him with wood by way 
of rate, and the assessors were " directed to make a tax or 
assessment to \my the same/' 

sauryof Mr. Bd- So iri*egular had become the prices of com- 
^■«'**»- modities owing to the fluctuations in the 

value of bills of cretlit that, at the March 
meeting in 174}, Mr. EaI wards ju'oposed that the precinct 
should allow him a i>ernianent salary, leather than fix the 
amount yearly, as had l>een the custom. This was refused, 
but Mr. Eilwanls was jwrsistent, and renewed his recjuest 
year after year. At the next annual met*ting he addressed 
a letter to the precinct, giving his reasons at length " for 
settling or fixing his Salary for the future." His main 
)K>]nt was 'Hhat bills of credit had been fluctuating and 
uncertain in their value and were still depreciating and 
sinking in their value, whereby many mischiefs and Incon- 
veniences arise." After an extende<l debate the meeting 
declined to grant his request, but mljourned for five days 
in order to give Mr. E<lwards **opi>ort unity to offer what 
he thinks proiwr." At the mljourned meeting an attempt 
was made to reconsider the former vote, *' but it was not 
decided whether it ])assed in the afllrmative or negative." 
An addition of £150 was made to his salary, and the price 
of wood fixed at 15s. per load. Before the end of the year, 
however, at another meeting, the price of wood had to be 

raised to 18s., and the quantity placed at eighty loads. 

» 

A rermaueot saiar/ In December, 17i7, a special meeting was 
Voted. called to act upon this question. After a 

statement made to the meeting by Mr. Eld- 
wards in i)erson, the proposition to establish a permanent 
salary was carried, and a committee appointed to consider 
the question and devise some method of procedure. They 
were to report at an adjourned meeting. In the meantime 
£000 in bills of credit, old tenor, and the use of the usual 
quantity of land, were voted as the salary ; the price of 
wood being placed at 2l8. per load. In the month of Jan- 
uary came the old complaint that wood enough could not 
be obtained at the price offered, and it was voted to allow 
25s. per load. 
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Report of the Com- The committoe iiia<lo their re|)ort at an 
mittoe. adjourned meeting in December, but it was 

not accepted. It was apjmrently referred 
back to tlieni for further consideration. At tlie annual 
March meeting the next year, the committee submitted 
the following report : — 

•*The committee appointed by the First Precinct In Northampton, to 
consider of a motion of the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Edwards for the set- 
tling of his salary, having fnlly considered that matter, have agree<1 to 
report as their opinion, that it is advisable for the Precinct to settle a 
Salary as a recompense for Mr. Edwards Labour in the Gospel Minis- 
try amongst them and particularly they propose 

'*That Mr. Edwards be allowed the Improvement of one half of the 
Sequestered Land that Lyeth in the Common or General Field In the 
Town of Northampton, to use it annually, during his Continuance in 
the work of the Ministry amongst them, and that he be allowed and 
paid out of the Town Treasury annually One Hundred Pounds in bills 
of Public Credit of the old Ten' of the value they now pass at, to 
enable him to purchase firewood for his family, and in case that in any 
year, fire wood should be Commonly Sold for more than twenty-five 
Shillings pr Load, for an ordinary Sled Load, that then & in Such Case, 
the Parish make an addition to the Hundred Pounds proportionate to 
the rise of wobd, and in case wood shall in any year be sold Commonly 
for less than twenty-five shillings per Load, then the sum to be paid 
for that purpose be proportionably less than One Hundred Pounds. 

'*They further report that there be annually paid to s'd Mr. Ed- 
wards, out of the Town Treasury a further Sum of Seven Hundred 
Pounds in bills of Public Credit of the old Ten' at their present value, 
or in other bills of Public Credit proportionably, and the value of the 
Bills to be Estimated by the prices of the following necessaries of Life, 
which are now Recorded at the following rates, viz : Wheat at SOs. 
per Bushel, Rye at 208. per Bushel, Indian Com at 12s. per Bushel, 
Pork at 2s. per pound, and beaf at twelve pence per pound, and in Case 
that any or all of these necessaries of Life before mentioned Should io 
any year vary in their price. So as to alter the General Summ that then 
there be an addition to the Summ of £700 or a diminution therefrom. 
So as to make the Sum to be paid proportionate to £700 at the prices 

1 hereinbefore set, as for Instance if each of these five ariicles Should 

rise in their price One Eighth, that then an Eighth be added to the 
sum of £700, or if two of them Should rise one quarter and one rise an 
Eighth, and the other two remain at the Same price, that then there be 

* ' * an addition of one Eighth to the £700, and So if the prices of those 

necessaries Should be lowered in like manner, that the Sum be lowered 

] . in the Same proportion. The foregoing Sums to be paid annually to 
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tbe ReT. Mr. Jonathan Edwards §o long as he shall Contiooe in tba 
ministry among them. 

*« John Stoddard Eben' Pomeroy Timo. Dwight 
Sami Mather Joseph Hawley Ebn' Hrnit.** 

** And the matt^T being long debate«l the Qnestkm was put whether 
the first Precinct in Northampton do receive and accept the Report of 
s*d Committee, and it pa&necl in the affirmative by a Great Majority.** 

Huv tiM Prices It WHS also vote<1 that ''prizes of the nee- 
mere to be De- essarles of Life which are the Basis or 
'"" ° fouiuhition upon wliicli the sum of £700 to 

Th> annually imiil is to be raisinl shall l)e deterinined at those 
seasons of the year annually viz. : l)eaf Sometime in the 
fall of the year, & Wheat, Rye Indian Com & Pork in the 
month of January/' The assessors were to name the 
•'prizes,'* •'always Conferring and Consulting with Mr. 
Edwards in doing the same." Mr. E<1 wards signed an 
acknowleilgment of his satisfaction with the above arrange- 
ment. 

Another oift to Mr. The loug Consideration ret^uired to bring 
Edward*. alK)ut tliis adjustment, and the evident 

reluctance with which it was gianted, in- 
dicate that the i*eIations between pastor and people were at 
that time somewhat strained. Indeed the first breach be- 
tween them had already occuiTed, though it may be in- 
ferred that the immc^liate unfortunate effects of it were 
slowly passing away. And this belief is strongly empha- 
sized by the fact that in the following May, the precinct 
voted an addition of £170 to the salary of Mr. Eklwarda 
" to enable him to support his family and purchase books. ** 

Kauchty Children Tlie rising generation seem to have been a 
tobePunubed. thoru in the flesh of their elders, particu- 
larly on the Sabbath. Instead of listening 
with proper decorum while the minister ** improved " his 
seventhly, eighthly, or even twelfthly, they spent their 
time in a way that greatly annoyed the congregation. So 
unruly did the children become that it was found necessary 
to apiK)int a special committee of seven pei-sons " to inspect 
their behaviour in the meeting house. '^ This committee 
was '* Impowered and desired to prosecute those that are 
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disorderly In the time of public worship, that are above 

[ the age of 16 years before a Justice of the Peace." The 

[ younger disturbers were to be " set before the Deacou*s seat 

L as a public example. ** In March 174J, it was " voted that 

I the young women that are seated in the front corner Pew 

f in the Gallery be removed & the Pew be seated with young 

: men." An absolutely ungaillant vote, unless other seats 

; were pix)vided for the yoimg women, of which there seems 

* to be no eWdence. 

TheCoutrorersj Tlic coutrovcrsy couceming the admission 
I 1^ with Mr. Edward., of ]x)embei*s to the church, the ostensible 

gi*ound on which the dismissal of Mr. Ed- 
wards was based, l>egan in 1749. This contention, so fully 
tre.ated in D wight's '* Life of President Edwards," has been 
the theme of many able writers. Its historical details 
have been exhausted, but a general outline of its principal 
facts, to which it is impossible to add anything essential, 
■ seems to be necessary. This chapter of history, while not 

at all creditable to Northampton, must needs find a place 

J in its annals. 

I 

4 

t Tbe Great Awakea- Before entering u]K)n that subject it may 

i **»«• be well first to outline the Great Awaken- 

1 ing, which left its impress upon the Eng- 

lish si>eaking world. It commenced in Northampton, and 
spread, not alone throughout the town and county, but 
encompassed New England, embraced the colonies of 
America and extended across the ocean to England and 
Scotland.' The labors of Mr. Edwards had been abun- 
dantly rewarded. Thus far during his pastorate revivals 
had followed each other at intervals, each more eflFective 
i than its predecessor, till the fame of Northampton's minis- 

^ ter extended far and wide. During the fifteen years im- 

mediately following the death of his grandfather his eam- 
I ; est and powerful presentations of Gospel truth had borne 

I I almost constant fruit. This last and most powerful awak- 

I ( ening, which took place within half a dozen years of that 

of 1735, already alluded to, was the most effective of any 
that had yet visited the New England churches. It began 

1 Alton's UU of JonatbMi Edwards, p, 1S4. 
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in this town in 1740, and its manifestations were very 
ipvatly stimulated by the aid of George Whitefield, who 
visited Northampton in October of that year." From this 
time forwanl the revival continuetl to increase till it spread 
thnmgliout the town, embracing botli old and young. At 
first it api>eare<l among professors of religion, but soon 
dei»p concern was manif(*steil among the youth. This was 
followed by an awakening among the very young, and be- 
fore the new year commenceti religious subjects almost ab- 
sorl>ed the conversation in all classes: The fervor aug- 
monte<l as the season progressed, and in the Autumn Mr. 
E<lwai*d8 writes : — • 

**The months of Aagnst and September, were tbe moHt remarkable 
of any this jear, for appearances of the conviction and conversion of 
sinners, and K^eat revivings, qnickenings. and comforts of professors, 
and for extraordinarj external effects of these things. It was a very 
f re<|nent thing, to see an honse fnll of ont-cries, faintings, convnlstons, 
and such like, both with distress, and also with admiration and joy. 
It was not the manner here, to hold meetings all night, as in some 
places, nor was it common to continue them till very late in the night; 
bnt it was pretty often so, that there were some that were so affected, 
and their bodies so overcome, that they could not go home, bnt were 
obliged to stay all night where they were.** 

In the latter part of 1741, there was "some abatement of 
these extraordinary appearances, but they did not wholly 
cease. ** Early in the following year Mr. Buell,' an evan- 
gelist of some note, came to Northampton, and during a 

] lo Alluding to the work of 3f r. Whitefield in SCortbAnptoa, 3lr. BdwArda mjs: — 
** He preached here four nermoos in the meetiof booM (besides a prirate lecturs at 
mj hou»e) ooe on Friday, another on Saturday, and two upon the Sabbat b. Tbo 
congregation was extraordinarily melted by every sermon ; almost tba wbolo assem- 
bly being in tears for a great part of sermon time. 3f r. Whltelleld*s sermons wero 
suitable to the circumstances of the town ; containing a Just reproof of our back- 
slidiuga. and in a most moving and alTecting manner, making use of our great pro- 
fe«sions and great mercies, as argumenu with us to return to God, from whom wo 
had departed."— DwIghCs Life of Edwards, p. ISO. 

S Dwight's Ufe, pp. lat, 1«. 

3 Rev. Samuel Buell was bom in Coventry, Ct., and was graduated from Tale Col- 
lege in 1741. He proposed to study theology with Xr. Edwards, but owing to tho 
progress of the great revival obtained a license to preach and entered upon tho 
work of preaching as an itinerant. He was for several years an evangelist, and ft- 
nally settled at Easthampton, L. I. Of him Mr. Edwards writes :— ** About the begin- 
ning of February, 174S, Mr. Buell came to this town. I was then absent from homo, 
and continued so till about a fortnight after. 3f r. Buell preached from day to day, 
almost every day. in the meeting hotise. He spent almost tho wholo time la rellglona 
exercises with the people, either in public or private, the poopU continually throng- 
ing hlm.*'-Dwlght*s Ufa of Edwards, p. IM. 
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brief absence of Mr. Edwards,^ preached almost every day 
in the meeting-house. He was accompanied by a numl)er 
of zealous i)ei'sons from Suffield, Ct., and his discourses, 
supplemented by their exhibitions of feelin^^, greatly in- 
tensified the already prevailing nervous tension. "The 
people were exceetlingly moved, crying out in great num- 
bers in the meeting house, and a greater part of the con- 
gi-egation commonly staying for hours after the public ser- 
vice.'* The manifestations mentioned by Mr. Edwards 
seem to have been redoubled under the lead of Mr. Buell ; 
there were teal's, shoutings, fallings, and trances, some- 
times continuing for twenty-four hours or more. Disturb- 
ances of this nature became so frequent that on several 
occasions meetings were completely broken up by them. 
Mr. Buell remained here in all six weeks, and succeeded 
in stirring up the i^ople in a most wonderful manner. 
But the strain was too great to last, and during the sum- 
mer the religious fervor sensibly abated, and died out com- 
[ pletely during the following winter. 

' Beoefleiai Effect Notwithstanding the strong nervous stimu- 

I upon ih« Town. latiou uudcT wliicli it was conducted, and 

I to which in a great measure may be attrib- 

j uted its success, the effect of this revival upon the people 

of Northampton was beneficial in a marked degree. It 
permeated all classes, influencing old and young alike, and 
* everywhere exhibited its good results. This was especially 

noticeable in the conduct of public affairs. Faction which 
had long overridden the community, was well nigh oblit- 
erated. The two parties into which the town had for so 
many years been divided, were essentially mingled into 
one. The temper of the people was greatly softened ; they 
were more guarded in their communication with each 
other ; and town-meetings were carried on with less heat 
and acrimony. One of the most memorable results of this 
state of feeling was the settlement of the controversy 
' ; about the common lauds, which had agitated the town for 

i I ] R vn« cuatomnry (or tbe cltrgj of N«v EnglMid to fo about among othor 

^ j, * cburebe* at ▼ariona times, MHuetlBM* making an czchanfe of pulplta, extending over 

!' eereral week*. It waa probably when Xr. Edwards waa awaj on an occasion of tbia 

1 ■ kind that Mr. Buell took his plaoe. It aoems to have been a sjstem of awakening 

' tactles much In practico at that tlnM. 
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more than a generation. Another equally memorable re- 
sult was that the people were more than ever united in 
their religious ojiiuionsJ Such a condition of affairs was 
never before known in the history of the town. Appar- 
ently religion had biken deep root, and the moral standard 
of the i)eople had Ix^en greatly l)enefited. This filling out- 
lived the immediate heat and excitement of the revival, 
and the impression u]K>n church and ^leople had every 
ap{)earance of ])ei*manence. 

Such was the result and such the effect of the gi'eat 
awakening Ujion the town of Northampton, yet like all 
similar movements it gradually subsided. The methods of 
the revivalists, always combated by the more conservative, 
at last came imder censure, and clergymen of high repute 
op|>osed their continuance ; a controversy arose so deaden- 
ing in its effects that finally the revival died out entirely. 

1 Letter of JuoAtban Edward*, IHrifbt*a Life, p, 1701 
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CHAPTER XVL 



CONTROVERSY WITH REV. JONATHAN EDWARDS. 

Toung Peopu Ac- As luight liave been expected, the reaction 
cu»e«i of Read- following such excitcment left vital religion 
^^^mmorft ^^ ^ j^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ season of unusual lax- 

ness prevailed. During this condition of 
affairs occurred the first radical difference between Mr. 
Edwards and his people. It originated in 1744, among the 
younger and more recently admitted members of the 
church, some of whom laid themselves open to censure by 
reading immoral books. ^ Mr. Edwards at once took meas- 
ures to suppress the evil and punish the offenders. He de- 
: livered a sermon touching upon the matter in a general 

way, called the church together, made his charges and pro- 
duced his evidence. Unanimously the church voted to in- 
vestigate, and a committee of inquiry was chosen. With- 
out due consideration, and certainly with questionable 
judgment, Mr. E^lwards then proceeded to read from the 
; pulpit the names of the young people implicated, request- 

ing their appearance at a certain dat« befoi*e the investi- 
gating committee. In the list were the names of many 
. , , , . persons, members of the oldest and most influential fami- 
' lies in the town, as well as of others nearly allied to them. 

^ No discrimination was made between the accused and those 
! who were merely cited as witnesses. When this revelation 

burst like a bomb upon them, church and people were 
astounded, "and the town was suddenly all in a blaze."* 

1 *' PoMlblj thmj preferred * PmmI*,* which had then Just rerealed • new eoure* 

j of Mnueenent to tho world, to awAkeniiif eermoM *'— Leelle Stephen, Hours In a 

Library, Series t, p. OS. Tho most harmless work of modem Action would then 

' I doubtless hare been deuonnoed bj the clergy of New England as an emanation from 

] I the dcTlU and there maj bo a grain of truth In the abore suggestion. 

S DwIght'sUfaoCEdwarda.p.aOQi 
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\Vliik» the iinioiviit velieinently protested against such 
imlilirity. the giiilty were equally vociferous in their de- 
nunciations of the whole proceetling. Consequently their 
parents declinetl to continue the investigation.* Many of 
the iK»rs<>ns implicatetl refuscni to apjiear, others who did 
c»lH*y the summons, wei*e insolent or treatcnl the committee 
with contempt, and nothing could l)e ai'complished. The 
evil-doi»rs triumphinU and the authority of lioth i>astor and 
church was greatly weakeniHl. The young lost much of * 

tlu»ir resjHX't for religion and its interpi'etcrs, and a state of 
great worMly-minde«lness prevaileil for many j'ears. Still 
the immediate hitterness of this unfortunate occurrence 
would undoubtinlly have di^^apiK^ariHl and was to some ex- 
tent diminishing, when Mr. E<lwaiils four years afterwards 
l»nK*laimed his opi)osition to the established method of ad- 
missions to the church, and refuseil longer to abide by the 
usual custom, 

Mr. Edward* Re- During tlicsc scasous of awakening, all ad- 
i>uaute« St od- missions to the church were ma<le in accord- 
. an '^aD iim. ^^^^^ v:\i\i the method jmrsued for so many 

years by Mr. Stinldard. This universally called "Stod- 
diirdean System** was lK*lieved in and adopted by Mr. Bkl- 
wards. For many years, however, he had scruples of con- 
science al)out the admission of meml)er8 to the church 
** who ma<le no pretence to true godliness.^ Study and re- 
s<»arch only confirmed his doubts, and he, decided that 
should any one seek admission to the church he would put 
his theory into pnoctice. But so completely had the effects 
of the i>revious excitement died out, that for several years 
there were no applicants for church-membership. In order 
to acquaint the jmblic with his change of sentiment, in 

1 V^rj* few incldeute concemlDK this affair hare been pieferved, and iMit few 
naroe« of pervont in any way connected with it can now be identified. Tb« foUov^ 
ini; utateiueut !• transcribed from tbe Judd 3fSS. : — Sarab Clarke, daughter of £b*- *'^f^^ r. ^ 
neser. waa one of thoee acruaed of reading bad booka. Sbe told her story before tte ^ . ck ^ Uj? 

committee : was herself innocent and belicTed most of those were who were accused. 
She said there was much essggeration, though some were guilty. Hoses Ly«aa was 
the complainant to 3lr. Edwards. Sarsh Clarke in time of reTival used to hear oa« 
sermon every day, and spin a run of yam dally. When those accused of reudtef 
bad books were some of them examined at the house of Sir. Edwards, ths males wers 
astierobled in a room on the main floor, and the females In ths room above. A laddsr 
stood agsiust the house, and • young man, said to be — Pomsroy, went up the ted- 
der, snd looked in at tbe chamber window. This caused soms talk, and was con- 
demned by aU. Ephrsim Wright acknowledged that he was oos of ths bad book 
pMty. 
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1740, he publishe<l a jmniplilet entitled a " Treatise on the 
Religious Affections.** Few of liis j)eople perused this 
work, and it was not till three years after, when he made 
known his sentiments to the standing committee of the 
church, that the parish l>egan to realize the position ho had 
assumed. Tlie year previous, however, Mr. Edwards arbi- 
' trarily refused to a«lniit a certain i)orson to the church, 

unless he made a jirofession of faith in accordance with the 
new views of the pastor. Though willing to sul)scribe to 
the profession prepare^l hy the i)asU)r, the young man de- 
clined to accept it as a passport to church-membership.* 
This apparently abrujit change of sentiment and procedure 
on the part of Mr. Edwards, caused considerable excite- 
ment. At that time *' all the churches in the county, ex- 
:, cept two, and all the clergy, excejit three, approved of the 

lax mode of admission.'' * Still venerating the memory of 
' their former pastor, who had led them for so many years, 

the i)eople were unwilling to accept the new doctrine. 

* When Mr. Edwards announced his change of views to the 
r church committee he i)roposed to them to preach on the 

subject. But this, while the jmblic mind was in such a 
ferment, they decide<lly opposetl, suggesting that instead 
he shouhl give his reasons in print. Accordingly he " ap- 
plied himself with all dilligence to pivpare something for 
the press." • 

; And Pdbiubet hu In the meantime a young woman presenting 

i virwi. herself for admission to the church, was 

re^iuired by Mr. Edwards to make a public 
profession. This she consented to do if the church author- 
ities approveil. The church committee, however, refused 
-. to admit her on those conditions by a vote of three to fif- 

I teen. In April, 1749, Mr. Edwards propo$e<I, "if the 

' chui*ch desii*es it," to resign his ministry. He coupled his 

,. offer, however, with a proviso that everybody should have 
an opportunity to read his book, and that in the council of 

* : dismissal no one should be allowed to vote who had not 

either read his treatise, or listened to what he had to say in 

I I 1 Dwiffht*a Ufa of Edward#, p. HI. 

[^ S lb. p. 807. 

t Ib.p.S18w 
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his own ilefence from the piilint. No resjwnse was made to 
tliis i)n>|H>sition. As Mr. Eklwards seemed to dei)end so 
fully ujK))i the effect he ha<l IioikhI to produce hy the publi- 
catiou and circulation of his book, the people, who had 
alnmdy determino<l ujHin their course, were impatient that 
it should ai)|>ear, and the delay always attendant ujion 
l)rinter*s work, was actually useil to discredit the imstor. 
It was not that a majority were waiting to read the book, 
for when it api)oariHl in August, only aljout twenty copies ' 
were ilistributeil through the town, and very few of these 
were carefully i>erused. 

Mr. E<ivArti« tries Ou the 15*** of ()ctol>er, no fui-ther advance 
to Aaoertain the haviug Ikhju made in the settlement of the 
cu°r^yme*oby difficulty, Mr. Eilwards, desiring the ad- 
neans of • Day vicc of souie of the neighboring ministers, 
of PAntiar ])roiH)sed that a day of fasting and prayer < 

should be observed. The church assenting, the jiastor sug- 
geste<l that the advice of those clergymen invited to assist 
in the fast-day services, should be requestetl concerning the 
admission of members. The church, however, after dis- 
cussing the matter adjourned without action till after the 
fjist. Several i)ersons desirous of joining the church had 
signified their willingness to make a public confession, but 
the committee were unwilling to admit them in that man- 
ner, and it was concerning these ])ending requests that Mr. 
Edwards desired the opinions of the neighboring clergy. 
The fast was announced for Thursday, the 26***. 

retuion for a Pr*. To sucli a height had the excitement already 
cinct MeeUng. readied, that many persons were ready to 
proceed to extreme measures at once. In 
the church meeting a council ''to bring matters to an 
issue'* had been advocated. This feeling manifested itself 
without delay in a most unmistakable manner. The next 
day, October 16*^, a petition signed by eleven persons was 
presented to the precinct officials, asking that a meeting be 
held "as quick as may be," to consider the position of 
affairs. In this document it was proposed 

'* tbat Mr. Edwards, by the Precinct, or by a committee which the 
Precinct shall appoint, may be in a friendly and in a christian manner 
treated with and entreated to recede or come back from his principlet, 
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which he has pretended (o maintain in his late book, against his own 
practice and Mr. Stoddard*8 practice and principles, with respect to the 
admission of church members.** 

If be refused, and the precinct declined " to come into 
his notions or principles," then the alternative of a seiKim- 
tion was to be considered. Here was a threat that if the 
pastor did not back down he must be dismissed. The fol- 
lowing names were signed to this i)etition : — 

John Hnnt, Gad Lyman, Ephraim Wright, Josiah Pomeroy, Jona- 
than Strong Jr., John Lyman, James Lyman, Jonathan Hunt, Joseph 
Wright, Gideon Lyman, Seth Pomeroy. 

A Family Pmrtj. Here was quit« a family party ; nine of the 
eleven signers were related by birth or mar- 
.' riage. John, Gideon and Gad Lyman were brothers ; Gad 

^ Lyman married the sister of Josiah and Seth Pomeroy. 

The latter were brothers ; and Seth Pomeroy married the 
sister of John and Jonathan Hunt, who were also brothers. 
Jonathan Strong Jr., and the wife of Jonathan Hunt were 
cousins, and James Lyman was an uncle of John, Gad and 
Gideon Lyman. These men were all strong opponents of 
Mr. Edwards. Ephraim Wright acknowledged that he 
was among those accused of reading immoral literature. 
The wife of Zadoc, son of John Lyman and nephew to Gid- 
eon and Gad Lyman, was among the number cited beforo 
the committee by Mr. Edwards. These facts indicate that 
much of the bitterness of feeling engendered by the imfor- 
tunate affair of five years before still lingered and was 
coming to the surface. Only four of the above eleven 
names can be found upon the church records at that time. 

contiiMiou. PrHJinct Three days after, the precinct meeting 
MMtiDfE. convened, but it was not deemed advisa- 

ble to act upon the suggestions of the pe- 
titioners till after the fast The only question decided was 
that the parish did not desire Mr. Edwards to preach upon 
the question at issue. The meeting was adjourned for two 
weeks. Though the petitioners had not gained their object, 
they had accomplished an important purpose. In thus 
placing the matter before the precinct, the way was opened 
for that series of meetings by means of which affairs were 
managed by the opponents of Mr. Edwards throughout 
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the controversy. This meeting was not dissolved till the 
desircMl result was reached. For more than a year it was 
continued by a<1joumnient from time to time. 

Tb« Day of pmUbc- ^^ Tccord remaiiis concerning the day of 
fasting, humiliation and prayer. It was 
shorn of much of its significance when the invited clergy 
were not permitted to consider the question at issue, and 
its pnx-eeilings had no influence whatever on subsequent 
events. 

Tbe Adjoortieii Pf- On the 22^ the precinct met according to 
ciuct MMting. adjournment. It decide*! not to ask the 

advice of the neighboring clergy concern- 
ing the admission of members by profession, nor was it 
willing to allow any one to enter the church in that way 
])ending the existing controversy. Mr. Rlwards was de- 
nie<l the privilege of preaching on the absorbing topic, and 
his request to leave that point to the decision of the neigh- 
bijring minist^^rs was also negatived. 

ACommittMofCoD- At the adjoumed precinct meeting held 

urtne^ chf»»*n. qjj ^lie 2'' of Novcmber, the original jieti- 

tion came up for action. The principles 

advanced by the jmstor were not accepted, and a committee 

of nine pei*sons was chosen to confer with Mr. Edwanls, 

*' and to devise or Concert what proper luethods Shall be taken to pre- 
ferve the peace. Unity and Comfort of this Church & Precinct and to 
pnt an End to the Controversy now Snbfisting between minister and 
Iieople.** This committee was composed as follows : — Ebenezer Pom- 
eroy E^., Dea. Jno. Clark, Samnel Mather, Mr. Joseph Hawley, Lieut. 
Noah Wright, Sergt. Joseph Wright, Deacon Noah Cook, Major Seth 
Pomeroy, and Sergt. Ebenezer Hunt. 

In it may be traced relationships similar to those already 
pointed out, not only among themselves, but also in some 
instances with the signers of the petition, two of the latter 
being members of the committee. 



Th« Conferral ui4 In a Conference with Mr. Edwards the next 
counur Propod. ^^y^ jj© was asked by the committee if he 
***■ had any '' measures to propose.** He re- 

plied that he had already suggested what he considered 
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reasoimble ; a fair hearing was all he desired, and he was 
willing to admit to his pulpit any person whom the com- 
mittee should designate to reply to his arguments. There- 
upon the committee submitted a proposition fairly on a par 
with the one in which Mr. Edwards offered to resign his 
pastorate. Mr. Edwards was to preach upon the subject at 
issue, but his sermons must fii-st be submitted to the com- 
mittee, who were to lay them before some clergyman, who 
should read his reply immediately after Mr. Etlwards had 
concluded his sermon. With this proposition Mr. Edwards 
was unwilling to comply unless he should be allowed to 
examine his ant«igonist's sermon before preaching his own. 
So this battledore and shuttlecock method of argumenta- 
tion <lid not materialize. Objection was also made by Mr. 
Edwards to the precinct's taking the initiative in the man- 
agement of an ecclesiastical affair of this nature. It should 
be done he said by the church. 

Tb© committe* lu- Unable to come to any satisfactory agree- 
porta to the Pre- nieut witli the pastor, the committee sub- 
mitted a report to the precinct, at an ad- 
journed meeting held on the 9*** of November. They were 
unanimously of the opinion that the precinct should re- 
quest the church to apply to some of the neighboring min- 
isters for advice and counseL 

Hr. Edwards Objects. This rcport was put iuto the hauds of Mr. 
Edwards on the evening before the pre- 
cinct meeting. But having no opportunity to confer with 
the committee after perusing it, he forwarded a communi- 
cation to the meeting. In it he made strong objection to 
the precinct^s requesting the church to call an ecclesiastical 
council to ** issue the dispute between the minister of the 
Precinct and the Precinct." If the church should call a 
j council, it would be for the purpose of considering difficul- 

( ties of its own, and not the precinct s disputes. He said 

j that it was ** not yet certain that there was any dispute or 

difference between the pastor and the church, for this had 
r never been properly tried." He still further objected to 

the church being limited by the precinct to any course of 
\ 'i action. The precinct had no more right to direct or limit 
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the church to a certain method of proceeding than the 
cliurch had to limit or direct the precinct in the manage- 
ment of its aifairs. The church miglit yet take some action 
which would supercede the need of a council. He was not 
opix)sed to calling a church meeting to secure and promote 
the interests of religion. 

A Church 3ie«tiiic Tliis Communication had a decided effect 
Called. upon the meeting. Though the report of 

the committee was accepted, yet the vote 
requesting church action was so modified as to cover one at 
least of the points raised by Mr. Eilwards. The church 
meeting was to be called to determine ** whether there is 
not a dispute between " Mr. Eldwartls and the church ** re- 
specting the question he hath argued in his book," and if 
so, ** to see if the church will not apply to some of the 
neighboring ministers for their advice.'* Ten more persons 
were added to the committee, two of whom wei-e deputed 
to wait on the pastor, and lay before him the action of the 
precinct. 

lienor* the Book The principles proix)unded by the North- 
but want It An- amptou minister at once opened up a dis- 
swerwL cussiou amoug the clergy thi*oughoat the 

colony, and rumor intimated that their pens were busy in 
reply. Unwilling either to read Mr. EMwards' book or 
allow him to preach on the subject, yet his parishioners 
were anxious that his arguments should be confuted. Ac- 
cordingly the precinct desired Mr. Ebenezer Hunt to obtain 
of Rev. Mr. Solomon Williams of Lebanon, a copy of the 
notes he was preparing in opposition to these new doc- 
trines. After voting to pay the expenses of the councU, 
the precinct meeting was adjourned one month. 

A Stormy chur«b Agreeably to the vote of the precinct, Mr. 
Mwting. Edwards called the church together. But 

tenacious of what he deemed the peculiar 
rights of that bod3% he varied somewhat from the phrase- 
ology suggested by the parish in naming the purpose of 
the meeting. He proposed this question for their action : — 
'' What course ought to be taken by the church under its 

14 
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present difficulties, with respect to the admission of mem- 
bers into the church." This was not exactly the subject, 
at least not as thus stated, that the opponents of the pas- 
tor desired the church to act upon. A heated discussion 
followed, and jdain talk was indulged in on both sides. 
Finally the threat was made that if he refused to act as 
had bf*en suggested, the precinct would warn a church 
meeting without him. Mr. Edwards denied the right of 
the precinct to dictate to the church the reasons for calling 
it together. He argued that it was a bad precedent for the 
church to submit to the dictation of the precinct, and an 
unreasonable way of managing church affairs to bring 
them first into a precinct meeting in which the pastor had 
no right to apj)ear, and when decided ujwn, order the pas- 
tor to cany them out. By such a course, he said, church 
meetings would become a nullity, and the pastor a ** cj'pher.** 
He considered the proposition to apply to neighboring min- 
isters for advice concerning the course the church should 
pursue, unreasonable, because all but one of them were 
opposed to his teachings. Notwithstanding he consented 
to put to vote as desired by the parish, the question 
whether there was any dispute between the pastor and the 
people on the subject at issue. Tlie vote which was largely 
in the affirmative, must have satisfied him on that point. 
Then instead of complying with the suggestion of the pre- 
cinct with reference to seeking advice from neighboring 
ministers, he insisted that a mutual council should be 
called to consider the general question in controversy and 
the best method of deciding the difference. A long debate 
ensued and the meeting adjourned without action for one 
week, having first chosen a committee of five persons, with 
Major Seth Pomeroy as chairman, all members of the 
already existing precinct committee, to confer with the 
pastor. 

XajorPonieroj At the consultatiou with Mr. Edwards, his 
swiBf* th« arguments so far prevailed, that the entire 
"** committee, with the exception of its chair- 

man, signed a report recommending a mutual council, on 
the terms proposed by the pastor. This was presented at 
the adjourned church meeting. Major Pomeroy, however, 
was strongly opposed to this course. He contended that 
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the terms of the proposal were too brood, niid opened the 
way for the discussion of topics that they were not yet 
ready to submit to the decision of a council. He accused 
Mr. Edwards of having more regard for his own welfare 
than the gcxnl of the church, and arguetl that the church, 
ensnared by the general terms of tlie proix>8ition, would 
thus consent to a consideration of the question concerning 
the i>ending admissions. Should a recommendation to 
admit them prevail, Mr. Edwards would gain a victory, 
an<l tlumgh the advice of the council was not binding **it 
might hiy the church under a disadvantage.*' Major Pom- 
eroy's arguments had a dec'idcnl eflFect, and the church re- 
fused to accept the report. Ten moi*e names were added 
to the committee and the meeting adjounu*d for two weeks, 

Tbe Church D^ide» So strong had become the feeling against 
nut tocrii^bmte flic jwistor, that Certain members of the 
vper. ^»]j^jj.^.]j |.^.fi,jjeil longer to partake of the 
Lord's Su)>per under his administration, and censured him 
for appointing Sacramento. To test the sentiment of the 
church on this subject, Mr. Rlwards i>ut to vote the ques- 
tion whether that ordinance should be continued, and it 
was decided in the negative, 

compotition of th« The committecs chosen by the church and 
Commute**. prcciuct. Were com|X)sed, the former of fif- j/ 

teen and the latter of nineteen persons. 
And it is worthy of note that fourt<jen of the fifteen mem- 
bers of the chui-ch committee were identical with those 
who served the precinct in the same cajmcity. This may 
have been a coincidence, but in all probability it was un- 
avoidable, as the leading men in church and parish were 
the same. 

Report of thu Com. The enlarged committee, after due delib-» 
"*"*^- eratiou, prepared a report which they sub- 

mitted to Mr. Edwards. They proposed, 
that previous to any endeavors after separation, an advisory 
council shoidd be chosen, confined wholly to Hampshire 
County churches ; suggesting that the definitive council, if 
decided ui>on, should also be bound by the same limits. 
They recommended that if Mr. Edwards continued to ad- 
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vocals the principles set forth in liis book, he ought not to 
remain pastor of tlie church ; that the business proposed 
to the advisory council should bo: — whether the church 
should take any longer time to i>eruse Mr. Edwards' book ; 
whetlier the church, considering the great opposition to 
Mr. Edwards, lx>th in church and precinct, should not use 
mean» for an immediate separation ; and if so Avhat meas- 
ures should 1)0 taken to th.at end. The committee also pre- 
pared a vote to be offered in the church meeting, proix)sing 
that ste])s should be taken for an immediate dissolution of 
the pjistoral relation, in case Mr. Edwards refused to accede 
to their views. 

Mr. E«iw»rd« R«. To tlicse suggcstious Mr. EdAvards promptly 
ftmeft to Accept demurred. He rei)lied at great length in a 
tiou*. "*'*^* communication addressed to the meeting, 
taking up each topic separately, showing 
their inconsistency with one another, and their unfairness 
to him. He charged the committee with arranging before- 
hand what was to be done, and confining the action of the 
council solely to tliat decision, and he suggested that hav- 
ing provided l>eforchand a verdict for the council, it was 
superfluous to call one. He took the ground that the 
church might jiossibly differ in opinion from the precinct 
(losing sight of the fact that the same men composed both 
boilies, and had the power to carry out in one organization 
what they formulated in the other). Most strongly he ob- 
jected to the determination to confine the council to mem- 
bei-s of the Hampshire County churches, because nearly 
all of them were in sympathy with his opponents. He 
charged them with endeavoring to influence him by the 
threat of recommending an imme<liate dismissal unless he 
assented to their views. Undoubtedly this reply of the 
pastor was irritating and provoking. It contained some 
thrusts that the committee could not well parry. The 
effect was plainly noticeable at the next meeting with him. 

Aaottaer 3f eating. At the next conference with the pastor 

stroDs LMigtiage. there was considerable excitement, and 

Major Pomeroy spoke plainly. It was the 

opinion of the committee, he said, that the church had 
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been put to an abundance of trouble and difficulty by rea- 
son of tlio course pursued by Mr. E^lwards. His own opin- 
ion and advice was that tlie ])astor should take the matter 
into serious and solemn consideration and contemplation. 
He further intimate<l that tlie committee had decided not 
to dally longer al>out the matter, at the wime time present- 
ing him with their ultimatum, which would be reiK)rted to 
the church. Tliey recommende<l a mutual council, cora- 
jwsimI of seven or nine churches, all in Hampshire County, 
to which should l>e communicated the existing state of 
affairs, insisting that the op|)osition to Mr. Eilwards was so 
great that the council should proceed at once to dissolve 
the pastoral relation. 

R,piy of Mr. Ed- To tlicse statements Mr. Ekhvards replied, 
^•rd: proiH)King that five or seven of the nearest 

churches shouhl Ik* calle<l to decide whether 
churches out of the county should be included in the coim- 
cil to dismiss the pastor, whether the time had come to 
take such action, and if not, to a4lvise with reference to the 
present con<luct of affairs. With reganl to the proiK)sed 
rei>ort of the committee he would not consent to it, or put 
any such thing to vote in the church meeting, unless first 
advised to do so by a council such as he advocated. This 
was something of a s<*t-biick to the committee, and they 
revised their report, agreeing to suggest that a council of 
five churches in Hami>shire County, mutually chosen, 
should consider the question whether the proper time ha4 
arrived for convening a council for dismissal, whether min- 
isters of churches from other counties should be allowed to 
take part in it, and to advise upon the course to be pursued 
in preparation for such a council. 

The Report Debated Tliis rcjiort having been submitted at the 
end Adopted. adjourned church meeting, Mr. Edwards 

protested vigorously against its proposi- 
tions. He insisted that the council should be composed, 
not of churches, but of neighboring ministers, who 
although they were prejudiced. against him, were less out- 
spoken in their opposition than other ministers in the 
county. As an alternative, he proposed to leave the mat- 
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ter with tbe iniuisters of the association. Tlie question 
was long debated and various suggestions wei-e offered by 
botli sides, but tlie meeting adjourned without action. The 
next day, after furtlier discussion, the report of the com- 
mittee was substantially adopted. It was decideii that a 
council from five of the seven nearest churches should be 
invited, and steps were taken to present the c^ise properly, 
on behalf of the church. Hon. Ebenezer Pomeroy, Lieut. 
Noah Wright and Joseph Hawley were chosen agents for 
that purpose, but Mr. Hawley declined to serve. Again 
the church refused to observe the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. 

Precinct Meetioffs. While the cliurch was laboring with the 
problem, the precinct met from time to 
time, but transacted no business. On the IS*** of Decem- 
ber, a vote was passed to provide for the *' entertainment 
of the Council,** to pay all the exjienses and to engage. 
Major Lyman [Hon Phinehas Lyman] of Suflield, to assist 
in presenting the case. Major Seth Pomeroy was author- 
ized to wait on Mr. Lyman* and " obtain his services at a 
suitable reward.^ 

XeetiBffofthe On the 2G*^ the council met. It was com- 
Council. posed of Rev. Chester Williams of Hadley, 

Rev. Timothy Woodbridge of Hatfield, 
Rev. Edward Billings of Cold Spring (Belchertown), and 
Rev. Jonathan Judd of Southampton. The church in 
Sunderland, which had been invited, was not represented. 
The names of the delegates, with the exception of that of 
Dea. Strong of Southampton, have not been pi*eserved. 

[ , Mr. Edwards ArcuM Mr. Edwards spoke in his own behalf be- 

i ; . *»*• ^•*^- fore the council; The main questions he 

} 1 presented were, whether it would ** be 

K \ worth the while to use any endeavors for an accommoda- 

i tion," whether the pai*ties were " now ripe for a separa- 

? ; tion,** ** whether it was for any thing blame-worthy and 

I , scandalous in the i>astor, which rendered him unfit for the 

\ [ ministry, and worthy to be dismissed from it/' and whether 

1 In Dirlffht*t Life of Edvnrds, p. S41, It U sUted th*t llr. Lymna ^declined tiM 
proposed Mrrlo*.** 
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he hIiouIiI be allowed to go out of the county for members i 

of the final council. He claimed that the clerg)' in the 
county were nearly all opjwsed to him, and would not 
therefore be impartial judges ; and that his i>eople had 
never given him a fair hearing, either in public or private. 
DiH'laring his right to preach his 'principles, he contended 
that if he <lid 8o the |K*ople were obliged to hear him, and 
rcijuested the council to de<'ide that ]K)int in his favor. 
Many of the accusations against him he answered com- 
pletely, arguing that he had not been treated fairly, attrib- 
uting it to the fa(*t that his {leople or the leading men 
among them, had from the first determined that he must 
be dismissed. 

conteutionof tb« No rccord is to be found of the arguments 

Church cnr«. advauced by the agents of the church. 

corded. Only from an occasional allusion to them 

in the remarks of Mr. Edwards, can an idea of their pur- 
port be obtained. 

Mr. Edward* mu^\u After auothcr lengthy argument in favor of \ 

offer* to ResiRii Jiig position, Mr. Edwards made a second \ 

c^nditionauy. conditional offer to resign his pastorate. 

He proposed that the i)eople should listen to his declaration 

of principles, defer all further action upon the matter till 

spring, when the traveling would be more comfortable, 

not agitating the question in the meantime. Then if they 

desire a council of churches to settle the controversy, allow- 

ing him to choose some members of it from other counties, 

and the council should be able to " find out no way for a 

composition or accommodation,'' he would resign, provided 

the precinct would free him from rates. 

Decision and Ad- The couucil decided that there should be a 

jouromentofthe restoration of the sacrament; that pastor 

^^°*^ and people should converse freely about the [* i 

points in controversy, but that there should be no public 
proceedings relative to them. An opinion was also ex- : | 

pressed that the opposition of the church committee to Mr. : j 

Edwards' preaching upon his principles was one probable i j 

occasion of the uneasiness and dissatisfaction which pre- 
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vailed. Probably tx> see what effect their reeommeudations 
would produce, tbe council adjourned to the first Wednes- 
day in February, 17J5* 

Another AborUre Au ad joumed preciuct meeting was held on 
Conference. tlic^first of January, at which a committee 

of seven pei^sons, all of them prominent in 
the previous interviews with the pastor, was chosen to 
** confer with Mr. Ekiwards in a free christian and friendly 
manner, agreeably to the advice of the late council.*' Still 
anxious, however, that the arguments of Mr. Edwards 
should be answered, Mr. Williams not having published 
his pamphlet, the precinct voted " to take effectual care to 
employ some suitable i^erson that is going to Boston," to 
interview Mr. Clark of Salem [Rev. Peter Clark] to ascer- 
tain if he pro|x>sed to answer Mr. Edwards' book. 

When the above committee sought an interview with the 
pastor, he objected on the ground that the proposition of 
the committee made the whole matter a public proceeding, 
contrary to the advice of the council, but he expressed a 
willingness to confer with each member of the committee 
or any others in their private capacity. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

DISMISSAL OF REV. JONATHAN RDWAKD6. 

Final IVCW..II of AoRKKABLY to mljouriimeiit tlie council re- 
the cmioc'L as:<emble<l February 7*^, tho subject under 

discusi>ion being the right of the jMistor to 
select members of the final council outside the county 
lines. Mr. Rlwards presentiHl his opinions with, fervor 
and earnestness, evidently protlucing a favorable impres- 
sion. After considerable delwite tlie council found itself 
evenly dividetl, and no dwision was reached. A compro- 
mise was finally agreed ujwn, by which the imstor was per- 
mitted t^) select H minority of tho meml)ers from other 
counties. !ilr. Edwards hml contended for the privilege of 
naming one half the council outside of Hampshire County, 
while the church insisted that none should be so chosen. 

Pulpit Riffbts of ^Ij*« Edwards then desired that the council 
the PMtor. should decide whether he had a right to 

preach his opinions from his own pulpit, 
but they declined to consi<ler the question, holding that he 
had that privilege, and that he ought not to leave that 
question to any council. Thereupon Mr. E^lwards declared 
that he judged he had a right to preach on the subject on 
the Sabbath, but would take the least offensive method, 
and deliver a course of weekly lectures on the topic 

The Precioct ud- At a meeting adjourned to February 12**, a 
willing to allow committee to confer with Mr. Edwards, and 
huPecuiiarDoo- cudeavor to dissuade him from preaching 
triaee. on that subject, was appointed ; it then ad- 

journed to March. Mr. Edwards declined to accede to this 
request, and went forward with his lectures. The first one 

• It 
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was attended by many strangers, but few of his parish- 
ioners were present. It fell on a day when the County 
Court was in session, and the Justices adjourned the court 
in order to attend the lecture. A deserved compliment to 
the fame of the preacher, as well as a decided indication of 
the interest manifested in this important question. 

Advice Sought from A movemeut was then made to have a 
the Hainptthire cliurcli meeting convened in order to seek 

***^ * ^* the advice of the Hamj^shire Association 

of Ministers. But Mr. Edwards objecte<l. Hardly a week, 
he said, had passed since a council had been held for that 
very purpose, and the condition of affairs had not since 
materially changed. He further declared that he would 
have no hand in calling any more councils, unless he might 
be permitted to invite from other counties, members favor- 
able to his own viewa 

Thereupon a paper was prepared desiring the association 
to convene and give advice. It recited that Mr. Edwards 
had declined to call the church together to make the re- 
quest, and that he refused to assist in calling any more 
councils, unless lie might choose one half the members 
from other counties. This pai)er received about fifty sig- 
natures, and was forwarded to Rev. Mr. Williams of Had- 
ley. He sent the summons to the membei-s of the associa- 
tion to meet at his house at a time named. In this docu- 
ment it was stated that the people of Northampton were 
desirous tliat some one should preach on the opposite side 
of the controversy, and sought the advice of the associa- 
tion thereon. 

Only six of the twenty-five ministers comprising the 
ass<x;iation responded. Three of them had an interview 
with Mr. Edwards, who told them that he desired to select 
only a portion of his half of any council from beyond the 
county, and not the whole as had been i*epresented. The 
meeting adjourned >vithout action. Indeeil it would have 
been impolitic and contrary to usage for so small a number 
of members to pledge any thing in behalf of the asso- 
ciation. 
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ADotber AnioMt^d In the meantime the weekly lectures were 
cburrh XeeUBg. continuetl, and large audiences gathered to 
listen, among whom were to be found few 
Northampton people. After the fifth and last lei*ture, in 
accordance with a vote of the precinct, Mr. Edwanls called 
a church meeting to agree u|>on a council. This was ap- 
parently one of the most hotly contested of the many 
cliurch nuttings that had been held. The fii*st vote was 
u}>on mlmissions to the church, and a large majority sig^i- 
fieil their preference for the oUl way. By a bare majority, 
at the conclusion of an animatcil debate, it was decided to 
call a council, which was to take into consideration the 
state of aiTairs, and if judgtnl lH»st to proceed to dissolve 
the relation between pjistor and people. Then followed 
another lengthened discussion concerning the question of 
inviting ministei*s from other counties. Mr. Edwanls in- 
sisted on the privilege of naming one half the council, 
three of whom should l>o from churches not in the county, 
if the council consiste<l of more than fourteen churches, 
but he would be satisfied with two if the whole number 
was not more than ten. The church decided against this 
])ro|>osition, and adjourned to the next day. An attempt 
was made at the adjourned meeting to amend the vote 
already adopted concerning the business to be brought be- 
fore the council. But after a spirited debate, Mr. Eklwards 
refused to put to vote the motion to amend, virtually ruling 
it out of order. Again the suggestion to select members of 
the council from other counties was negatived. Thereupon 
the mo<lerator threw out the hint that the meeting had 
better be dissolved, as thei-e seemed to be no prospect of 
joint action. He thought that if the church had decided 
** not to leave it to the discretion of the council, whether to 
separate and not allow him to choose any members of the 
council outside of the county," it would not be worth 
while to make any attempt to act in concert. This ultima- 
tum only added fuel to the flame, bringing out in a more 
emphatic manner the determination not to yield those 
points. The more hot-headed were in favor of the church 
acting ex-parte in the matter, and after the meeting had 
been dissolved some one proposed that they should then 
and there take action in defiance of the pastor, and pass 
the amended call, but wiser counsels prevailed 
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Lover AMociation At a precinct meeting held on the 2"*' of 
Applied to. April (after two adjournments without busi- 

ness), it was voted to ** apply to the associa- 
tion of the lower part of the county for advice whether it 
were best to comply with Mr. Edwards' terms I'especting 
the choice of a council."' This lK>dy was to meet at Spring- 
field Mountains on the following Wednesda}\ Mr. Josiah 
Pomeroy was appointed messenger to present the i*equest of 
the parish, and Major Ebenezer Pomeroy and Major Joseph 
Hawley were designated to i)repare the document. Tlie 
precinct tlien adjourned till the 10*** of April. In order that 
the association might fairly understand the case, Mr. Ed- 
wards sent a communication to a memlwr of the association 
setting forth his views. At the precinct meeting held on 
tlie 10**", the lettei's of the association to the pastor and pre- 
cinct were i>resented, and the former also offered a letter 
which he had addressed to one of the deacons. Neither of 
these documents have been preserveil. This meeting was 
composcnl of but forty-four persons, and the only business 
accomplished was to rtquost Mr. Edwards to call a church 
meeting to consider the question at issue, and adjourn to 
the ir\ 

lu AdTice Hejected. The suggcstious offered by this association 
nowhere api>ear, but from a sentence in 
Mr. Edwards' rei>ort of the church meeting, called in 
accordance with the latest vote of the precinct, the infer- 
ence may be drawn that its purpoH was to call another 
council to decide about inviting membei*8 of the definitive 
council, from other counties. At the church meeting the 
advice of the association was rea<l and discussed, and by a 
vote of one hundred nine to fifty-six it was decided aiot to 
admit n)embei*8 from other counties, and also not to call 
another previous council. 

DeMons Warn a On the 17^'' of April the preciuct met again, 
cbureh Meeting, and a letter from Rev. Mr. Clark of Salem 
was read. Xo copy of this communication 
remains, but in it he undoubtedly declined to undertake to 
answer the arguments of Mr. Edwards. It was voted to 
apply to the deacons of the church to warn a meeting of 
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that organization, to be held the next ** Fryday,** and to 
pay them for tlieir trouble, ilr. Edwards had gone on a 
" journey down the country,** and the precinct was in such 
hai^te to have its mandates carried out that it could not 
await his i-eturn. The precinct meeting was mljounied to 
the 2^ of May. 

he Proceedini:^ Tlircc days after, on the 20*^, the church 
was convene*!, and the <iuestion concerning 
the exi>o<liency and projiriety of the brethi-en acting with- 
out the pastor in calling a council was under discussion. 
A proiHisition was made by Mr. Hawley that seven persons, 
ministei*s or laymen or both, should be summoned, not 
as an ecclesijistical council, but as atlvisers, to consider 
whether by some method pastor and church might not 
consist together notwithstanding their differences of 
opinion. These men were to be mutually chosen from any 
part of the county. This was the beginning of the end, 
and after the proi)osal had been fully argued, it was 
adopted by a great majority. A committee of five persons 
was chosen to consider what ''circumstantial alterations^ 
might be deemed necessary in the call, and the meeting 
adjourned for one week. This committee was unable to 
agree, a majority of them holding the opinion that it 
would be better to comply with the request of the pastor 
in reference to the residence of members, and so reported. 
Ai>parently the church ha<l become tired of the wrangle, 
and at the adjourned meeting voted that the pastor should 
l)e granted the privilege of choosing some members of the 
council ** without the bounds of the county," and requested 
him to notify a church meeting. Probably the meeting 
held in the absence of the minist^^r, was not deemed legally 
com))etent to act finally in the matter. 

A MutuAi Council Accoi*dingly another gathering of the 
Decided upon. cliurcli was held, and the previous action 
ratified, with the qualification that it should 
not have the " force of a pi*ecedent.*' The number to be 
chosen from abroad was limited to two, with the privilege 
of naming two others as substitutes. It was also decided 
that the council should be one of churches, to consist of 
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; ten members. The pastor and churcli then selected the 

churches they desired as follows : — 

"By Mr. Edwards, Rev. Mr. Reynolds of Enfield ; Rev. Mr. Billings 
of Cold Spring; Rev. Mr. Abercrombie of Pelham; and Rev. Mr. 
' Wooilbridge of South Hadley as substitute. He also named Rev. Mr. 

Foxcroft of Boston ; Rev. Mr. Parknmn of Westborough ; and Rev. 
Mr. Wiggles worth of Ipswich Hamlet, and Rev. ^Ir. Hobby of Read- 
ing as substitutes. 

On the part of the church were chosen Rev. Mr. Woodbridge of 
Hatfield ; Rev. Mr. Breck of Springfield ; Rev. Mr. Hubbard of Shef- 
field ; Rev. Mr. Williams of Hadley ; ^tev. Mr. Ashley of Sunderland ; 
and as substitutes, Rev. Mr. Williams of Longmeadow, and Rev. Mr. 
Leavitt of Somers. 

Major Pomeroy, Lieut. Wright and Joseph Hawley were appointed 
to manage the case before the council. The Precinct convened by ad- 
journment, immediately after the church meeting, and voted to pay 
the expenses of the council, as well as of some person who should be 
procured by the church to assist them in presenting their case.** 

Proceedini;tof tiM On the 19^** of Jime the council met. Nine 

Council. churclies only were represented. The 

cliurch at Cold Spring (Belchertown), did 

not accept the invitation, but Mr. Billings, the pastor, 

^ being in Northampton on the day on which the council 

assembled, was desired by Mr. Edwards and the church to 

[ sit and act in the council, and was admitted by that body. 

As he had no delegate with him the council was not full.' 

The council was composed of the following named 

. churches and delegates : — 

" Enfield—Rev. Peter Reynolds, pastor ; Mr. Edward Collins, dele- 
gate. 

*' Sheffield—Rev. Jonathan Hnbbard, pastor; Mr. Daniel Kellogg, 
delegate. 
- '^ Sntton— Rev. David Hall, pastor ; Mr. Jonathan Hall, delegate.* 
» *« Reading— Rev. William Hobby, pastor; Mr. Samuel Bancroft, 

delegate. 

1 This met of Mr. Bllllocs cost him his pastorate. Wlthia two years he was dis- 

iniM«d, ostensibly on the same grounds as was Mr. Edwards. When the churoh at 

Cold SpriiiK was Invited to join the council by Mr. Edwards, It declined on the icround 

that It did not agree with his principles, and was unwilling that its pastor, who was 

. ' of the same opinion as the Northampton pastor, should represent It thei«. 

t It is nowhere stated how the church in Button came to be included in the roua* 
dL It was not among those origlnaUy named by Mr. Edwards. Undoubtedly It was 
> j aooepted by both parties In place of some one of them that declined. 

it ■ 
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•• SpringfWId, First Church— Rer. Robert Breck, pastor ; Mr. Thomas 
Stebbios, delegate. 

'* Sandtrland— Rev. Jti^eph Ashley, pastor ; Mr. Samuel Montagnev 
delegate. 

••Hatfield — Rer. Timothy Woodbridge, pastor; Oliver Partridge 
Esq., delegate. 

•• Hadlej, First Church— Rev. Chester Williams, pastor : Mr. Enos 
Nash, delegate. 

•• Pelham— Rev. Robert Abercromhie, pastor ; Mr. Matthew Gray, 
delegate.** 

Tlie council organizeil by the choice of Rev. Jonathan 
Hubbard as Moderator, and Rev. Cliester Williams as 
Senile. Both sidc^s i>resented their case, and the council, 
having endeavored to harmonize the diffei-ences between 
the parties without avail, votinl that the pastoral relation 
should be dissolveil if the i>eople still persisted in desiring 
it, and adjourned for a couple of days in order to give the 
church another opi>ortunity of expressing its opinion. 
That body was again convened, and again it voted— by two 
hundred against twenty— that the jiastor must be dis- 
missed. Accordingly on the 22'' of June, the council took 
the necessary steps to dissolve the relation between pastor 
and people. The result of the vote was as follows : — 

••Affirmative — Pastors— Jonathan Hnbbard, Robert Breck, Joneph 
Ashlej, Timothy Woodbridge, Chester Williams. 

** Delegates— Daniel Kellogg, Thomas Stebbins, Samuel Montague, 
Oliver Partridge, Enos Naah. 

"Negative— Pastors— Peter Reynolds, David Hall, William Hobby, 
Robert Abercromhie, Jonathan Billings. " 

*' Delegates— Edward Collins, Jonathan Hall, Samuel Banoroft, 
Matthew Gray." 

A Protest affaiMt Those pastors and delegates voting in the 
tbeAcUonoftbe negative entered a protest against the de- 
cision of the council. They believed that 
the proceedings had been consummated in too great baste, 
considering the i)ast conduct and present temper of the 
people; some who voted to dissolve the connection ex- 
pressed surprise at the uncommon zeal manifested by the 
people in voting for the dismission, which showed '^ that 
they were far from a temper of mind, becoming such a 
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solemn and awful transaction considered in all its circum- 
stances.*' * 

coropromiiie im- Had the couucil bcou full the result would 
P<w»i4ibie. have been a tie. Both jmstors and delegates 

had decided upon their course beforehand, 
and each voted in accordance with the views of the party 
by whom he was selected. The position of affaii-s in the 
church — the bitter uncharitableness which prevailed on 
one side, and the unyielding stubbornness on the other- 
precluded any attempt at compromise, and the council had 
none to propose. The doors of the church so far as the 
admission of members was concerned, had been closed for 
some time, and apparently could not be opened unless one 
party or the other yielded unconditionally, or were forced 
to submit to a decree of the council. The people of North- 
ampton, whether with or without sufficient cause, had lost 
confidence in their pastor. Taught by the emotional 
jn'eaching of that day, which permitted feeling to usurp 
the i)lace of reason, they sought to compass their ends 
despite all opposition. The two parties which had since its 
settlement, embittered the social and political life of the 
town, united by means of the greait awakening under Mr. 
E<lwanls, now ma<le common cause against the man whose 
influence had brought about this unity. So thoroughly 
had this spirit of contention among themselves been sub- 
dued, that one argument against allowing the pastor to 
preach on the issue, was the fear that it might " make par- 
ties in town.** 

1 Id tbe foregoing nnmtlTe of the dUmisMl of Rev. Jooatban Edvardt from the 
church Id NorthamptoD« the Journal of Mr. Edwards a« quoted In Dirlght** Life of 
that eminent Divine has been followed. The church records are mute concerning the 
whole matter. So little appears there during the pastorate of Mr. Edwards, that It 
has been suggested that they have been tampered with, and all information relating 
to that controversy abstracted. But there is little or no erldence to Justify such an 
In»inuatioB. It was not then customary to make full records of any public meet- 
lugs, and It is not to be suppoeed that church records would be an exception. The 
church records previous to the pastorate of Mr. Edwards, are very imperfect. They 
c«>ntain a list of church members, but scarce anything relative to its business trans- 
actions. While It is to be regretted that more minute reports were not presenred, it 
is yet fortunate that Mr. Edwards* Journal remains to supply the deficiency. The 
records of the precinct meetings during this time, are all carried out In the usual 
brief and unsatisfactory manner, and from them Mr. Edwards must hare obtained 
his facta concerning parish aetlom. 
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PMtorai luutioM Much may be said on both sides of tbis con- 
ttoi indiMoiubi*. troversy, and neither party can be deemed 
entirely blameless. The ground bas been 
so thorouglily covered by other writers that it is needless 
to enter largely upon the matter here. In those days the 
dismissal of a pastor was by no means a rare occurrence. 
The impression prevails that then clergymen were settled 
for life. That was the understanding among pioneer 
cliurches, and in the majority of cases, so resulted. Still 
wlien a church and people found suflicient reasons for part* 
ing with a iNistor, they had no hesitation about dismissing 
him. During a little more than thirty ywirs— from 1721 to 
1755— no less than six clergymen were dismissed within a 
radius of twenty-five miles of Northampton, and within 
the bounds of wliat then constituted the County of Hamp- 
shire. 

ExteooAUogcimaB. Not a little severe and in some degree just 
•tanoM. criticism has been bestowed upon the peo- 

ple of Northampton, for the bitterness of 
tlieir opposition to Mr. Edwards. Sharp controversy and 
extreme partisanship were characteristic of the times. In 
a community where the clannishness of relationship largely 
prevailed,' personalities were brought into every contest. 
Lettei*8 to government officials concerning local disagree- 
ments, to be found on file in the archives of the state, 
amply prove this assertion. It will be remembered that 
during the contest over the settlement of Mr. Breck at 
Si)ringfield, in which Mr. E<lwards bore a conspicuous 
part, so strong was the partisanship displayed, that the aid 
of the County Court was invoked by one party to silence 
their opponents. While there may be no sufficient apology 
for the unchristian hatred which pursued Mr. Edwards to 
his dismissal, there are still extenuating circumstances. To 
the people of Northampton, the religious opinions by 
which they had been so long governed, were no less signifi- 
cant than were to Mr. Edwards the principles by which he 
sought to supplant them. The battle of methods was 
fought out on both sides with equal zeal and ability. 
There is another consideration, which though it may be 

deemed of slight importance in comparison with other 
If 
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suggestions, ought not to be entirely overlooked. "When 
Mr. Edwards was dismissed he was simply the pastor of an 
obscure country parish. His renown as a thinker came 
afterwards. The odium of dismissing the greatest theolo- 
gian of modern times is imputed to the people of Noi-th- 
ampton, but while the uncommon heat and ardor of his 
opponents cannot be too strongly censured, it must be con- 
sidered that much of modem criticism, in fact most of the 
denunciation of his opponents, has been founded upon the 
reputation that came to him after his dismissal. In the 
solitudes of Stockbridge he wrote his immortal treatises on 
the '' Freedom of the Will,'' " Original Sin," and '' The His- 
tory of Redemption," and won a name that will never fa<le. 
^Vhile he was known as a preacher of more than ordinary 
power, and a m.an of greatly superior intellect, the halo of 
a subsequent achievement that challenged the sympathy of 
his admirers, had not then appeared. He was dismissed as 
a pastor of a small country church, of more than ordinary 
cai>2icity it is true, but not as the man of commanding 
influence which he afterwards became. 

Tb« Prrcinet foi- There werc pi'ecedents for the position taken 
lowed Ecubiisb- \yy tJie citizcus coucemiug the make-up of 
the council, though they finally yielded that 
important i)oint. The precinct, in acting in advance of the 
church, but followed the course pursued since the establish- 
ment of the town. In almost every case respecting the set- 
tlement or call of a minister, the town vote contains no 
allusion to any co-operation with the church. Up to 
within a few years of this time, town and church were 
practically the same. Now as another church existed, the 
precinct or parish took the place of the town, and follow- 
ing out ]>revious practice, took all the preliminary steps. 
Mr. Eklwards resented this, and in some degree undoubtedly 
aggravated the feeling against him by assuming certain 
rights as pastor and moderator of church meetings, by 
which he sought to modify or change the line of action 
proposed by the precinct. But it is unprofitable to discuss 
further this unpleasant controversy. Mr. Edwards was 
misrepresented by his opponents, and every means was 
adopted, however unscrupulous, in accordance with the 
prevailing temper of the times, to compass his dismissal 
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A Doubtful amm-. It has been many times asserted tbat at last 
«***- the precinct voted no longer to hear Mr. 

Edwards ])reach. His farewell sermon was 
delivere^l July 1, 1750. After that he was engaged by the 
coniniitttH? to preach whenever he was in town, but as he 
sayH, only ** when no one else could l>e obtained, and only 
from Sablmth to Sabbatlu" *' 'At length/ obser\-es Dr. Hop- 
kins, 'great unea»ine£« was manifested by many |>eople of 
Xorthanipton, that Mr. Edwanls should preach there at 
all. U|H>n which the committee for supplying the pulpit, 
calle<l the town togctlier to know their minds with resi)ect 
to that matter ; when they voteil that it was not agreeable 
to their minds that he should jireach among them.*** * 

Not Justin«d by While it may be |>088ible that such a meet- 
the Reronia. j,)g ^jjg ]j|»m m^j sucli a voto passed, the 

rec-onls of both precinct and town are silent 
concerning the matter. Tlie exact date of this meeting is 
not given, but it is generally iniderstood that it took place 
in the latter part of the month of November, 1750. Pre- 
cinct meetings were held in that month, and at one of them 
it was voted ** to pay Mr. Edwards £10 old tenor, per Sab- 
bath for the time lie preache<l here since he was dismissed,** 
but there is nothing on record concerning a determination 
to hear him preach no more. If at any meeting such a 
vote was passed, it must have l^een at one hastily sum- 
moned by the committee, in such an informal manner that 
no record of its procec<ling8 was ever made. Certain 
formalities were required to establish the legality of any 
town or precinct meeting, and while it is doubtful whether 
any meeting called in accordance with the usually pre- 
s^cribed formula, ever passed such a vote, it is still barely 
{)o88ible that it may have been omitted from the records. 
It is not to be asseiled that Dr. Hopkins, who was familiar 
with all the proceedings of the time, though not settled in 
Hadley till four years after the dismissal of Mr. Eldwards, 
would deliberately falsify in such a matter, yet there seems 
to be the shadow of a doubt resting upon tliat statement. 
If any such opinion was ever expressed by the people of 
Northampton, it was undoubtedly instigated by the at- 

1 Dwifht** Llf« of Idwtfd^ p. 4ttL 
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tempt made about this time, or soon after, to resettle Mr. 
Edwards over a new church in town, to be formed by his 
l)ersonal friends and admirers. Wliatever of truth there 
may be in this statement, it is cei-taiu that Mr. Edwards 
preached here after the passage of the vote. The last ser- 
mon delivercil by him in Northampton, was in the after- 
noon of October 13th, 1751, from the text to be found in 
Heb. 11 :16. Rev. Jonathan Judd of Southampton occu- 
pied the pulpit in the morning, and in his diary both facts 
are recorded. 

Mr. Edward. Called Mr. Edwards received proposals from the 
to stockbridge. cliurcli and congi'cgation in Stockbridge 
to become their pastor, in December, 17 oO. 
About the same time he had an invitation from a London 
Missionary Society to take charge of the Housatonnuck In- 
dians, who were located at Stockbridge and its immetliate 
vicinity. Accordingly he went in January to that place, 
where he remained throughout the winter, and finally ac- 
cepted the call, i-emoving to Stockbridge in the autumn of 
1751. 

Another bifflcuity But he did uot leave Northampton without 
in Northampton, q^q niore uupleasaut encounter with his ohl 
parishioners. The friends of Mr. Edwards, 
though small in numbers, were devoted to him, and were 
nnxious to retain him in Northampton. With this intent 
they, together with ** some who acted on neither side, but 
after his dismission adhered to him,** proposed to form 
another church, and settle him as its pastor. AVhen this 
subject was first introduced is somewhat uncertain. Prob- 
ably it was in contemplation for some time, and came to a 
head when he received the call to Stockbridge. Mr. Ed- 
wards was satisfied that this would only perpetuate and 
prolong the strife here, and did not favor the design. 
Yielding at last to the importunity of his friends, he con- 
sented to join them in seeking the advice of an ecclesiasti- 
cal council.^ This body met iiv Northampton, May 15***, 

1 **Tbe opponents of Mr. Edwards Imaftlnlnji that the conTening of this eooncil 
was part of a plan for reversing the proceedings of the former eonncil and restoring 
him to his old pastoral charge, were exceedlnglj ezcHed, gave waj to great riolence 
<»f feellng.''-XIUer's Life of Edwa>d%> Ml 
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1751. Great excitement was created in town by this move- 
ment. It was believcil that Mr. E>lwanls, through his 
frieudsy was endeavoring to obtain a re-settlement in town. 

Remotutnuice of At a church meeting called to consider the 
the cburcb. subject, a Committee was appointed, who 

drew up a remonstrance which was pre- 
sented to the council. This pajwr was one of the most bit- 
ter documents that the opi>onent8 of Mr. Edwards had 
fonnulated against him. It has disappeared, and only 
from the manner in which Mr. Edwards and Mr. Hawley 
allude to it, can any idea of its purport be obtained. Mr. 
Edwards, in a letter to Mr. Hawley (which together with 
the reply of Major Hawley, will be noted liereafter), says 
in regard to it : — 

*'a8 to your ReuionBtrnnce to the last council* it not only contained 
things that were uncharitable and cenmrions by which Facta were 
misinterpreted and overstated but it was fnll of direct, bold slander 
aii^rted in strong terms, and delivered in very severe opprobrioat 
langiiage merely on smpicion and sormise.*' 

Major Hawley, who, though he denied writing the docu- 
ment, acknowledged that he assisted in compiling it, and 
copied and read it to the council, thus characterises it. He 
says that it was 

** Everywhere interlarded with nnchrlHtian bitterness, sarcastical, 
and unmannerly insioaatious. It contained diverH direct, grievous, 
and criminal charges and allegations against Mr. Edwards, which, I 
have since good reason to Bup]x>fie, were all founded on jealous and un- 
charitable mistakes.** *' It was,** he continues, '* a scandalous, abustve, 
injiulous libel, against Mr. Edwards and his particular friends.** > 

The council immediately invited the committee to api^ear 
and substantiate the charges and insinuations it contained. 
Refusing to recognize that assembly as an ecclesiastical 
body, the committee declined to act. The church was also 
desired by the council to unite with it in a friendly confer- 
ence upon the affair, but the state of feeling was such that 
nothing could be accomplished. Finally the council, agree- 
ably to the judgment of Mr. E^dwards, advised that he 
accept the call to Stockbridge. 

1 pwiffhi*« Ufe of Edwards, p. 4ML 
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Mr. EdwardtR^ FoF more than a 3'ear Mr. Edwards con- 
moTet bu Family, tinued to occupy liis homestead on King 
Street, and did not remove his family to 
Stockbridge till October, 1751. The interval he spent be- 
tween Northampton and Stockbridge, having been installed 
over the church in the latter place, in August. He 
preached his last sermon here on the 13*** of October, and 
three days after set out with his family on the journey to 
his new place of abode. Nothing is known concerning the 
manner of his leave-taking, or who of his faithful friends 
were present to bid him a sorrowful farewell. All that 
remains relative to it is the following entry in the diary of 
Rev. Jonathan Judd of Southampton : — " Oct. 16, met Mr. 
Edwards and family at Lorin (?) Bartlett*s, rid some miles." 
It is gratifying to know that at least one faithful friend 
cheered by his presence, the wearied divine as he severed 
the last ties that bound him to the scene of his aspirations, 
his triumphs and his tribulations. From that time on- 
ward no evidence appears to show that Mr. Edwards ever 
again preached in Northampton. However, as he had two 
married daughters living here it is probable that he occa- 
sionally visited the place. He made a journey to North- 
ampton in 1755, and no doubt came at other times to visit 
his daughters. 

Major Hawiey Ar- Mr. Edwards, in a letter to Rev. Mr. Erskine 

raigned. of Scotlaud, written in July, 1750, in a I'e- 

view of the controversy with his people, 

thus speaks of one of the most prominent among his o])po- 

nents : — 

** The people, in managing this affair on their niile, have made chief 
xkne of a yonng gentleman of liberal edncation and notable abilities, 
and a fluent speaker, of abont seven or eight and twenty years of age, 
my grandfather Stoddard's grandson, being my motber^s idster^ son, a 
man of lax principles in religion, falling in, in some esi^ential things, 
with Arminians, and is very open and bold in it. lie was improved as 
one of the agents for the church, and was their chief spokesman before 
the council. He very strennonsly urged before the council the neces- 
sity of an immediate separation ; and 1, knowing the church, the most 
of them, to be inflexibly bent on this event, informed the council that 
I shoald not enter into the dispute, but should refer the matter wholly 
to the coundrt judgment.** < 

1 Dwiffbt*«Llfeoridw«r<l«,p.4]CL 
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H« writw to Mr. The individual referre<l to in the above ex- 
Edwanis. tract, was Major Joseph Hawley, who 

doubtless contributed more than any of his 
contemporaries towards the dismissal of Mr. Edwards. In 
a short time Major Hawley l)egan to realize the injustice of 
his course, and on the 11** of August, 1754, opene<l a cor- 
res|K)ndence with that gentleman, requesting him to give 
his judgment concerning the conduct of the writer in that 
affair. To this letter, which has not been preserve<l, in the 
following November, Mr. Edwards mmle an elaborate 
reply. In it he revieweil to some extent the entire contro- 
vei-sy as well as the part taken in it by his correspondent. 
He dwells especially upon the uncharitable and unchristian 
spirit evinced by the i>eople and their leaders, the continued 
perversion and misrepresentations of his views, the want 
of deference towards him whom most of them ** esteemed 
to be the chief instrument in the Hand of God of the 
eternal salvation of their souls," and the manifest determi- 
nation from the beginning of the controversy that he 
should be dismissed. He says : — 

** The People motst miinifehtly continued in a consUnt flame of high 
Resentment & vehement oppotdtion for more than two yearn together; 
& this spirit inMeatl of gnbmcliug grew higher and higher, till they had 
obtained their end in my expnlBion ; nor did it ceam then, but Htill 
they manifested their Jealonry of me, as If I was personally doing the 
part of an Enemy to *em so long as I had a living in the Town, yea till 
they haw the Town well cleared of all my Family. So deep were their 
Prejudices when their Heat was manifebted that nothing would qniet 
'em till they could see the Town clenr of Root A Branch, name A Rem- 
nant*' With reference to Mr. IIawley*8 own course, he says in the 
same letter : — ** And therefore, sir, I think you made yourself greatly 
guilty in the sight of God, in the Part you acted in this affair, becom- 
ing, especially toward the latter Part of it, very much the Leader in 
it ; & much from your own forwardness, putting yourself forward as 
it were as tho* fond of meddling Ss Helping, which were the less becom- 
ing considering your youth and considering your Relation to me. 
Your forwardness especially appeared on this occasion, that after yon 
were chosen as one of the committee to plead their cause before a coun- 
cil, you came to me and desired me to stay the ch. on purpose that you 
might have opport-unity to excuse yourself from the Business ; which 
was accordingly done, and you did excuse yourself and was excused, 
but when the matter came to be pleaded before the council you (I 
think very inconsistently) thrust yourself forward and pleaded the 
cause with Earnestness, notwithstanding His manifest that what yon 
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did in the affair from Time to Time, not only helped the People to gain 
their end in dismissing me, bat mnch enconraged and promoted the 
spirit with which it was done ; your confident, magisterial, vehement 
manner had a natural direct tendency to it.** He also gives his views 
concerning the Remonstrance, to which allusion has already been 
made, and strongly states his own position in the affair of the proposed 
re-settlement. 

Major Hawtey in To tbis letter Major Hawley replied on the 
Reply Apoiogitea 21** of Jaiiuary, 1755, receiving "kindly 
and thankfully,'' the strictures upon his 
conduct which it contained. He acknowledged that he 
was guilty in many ways, though he had not in all respects 
apprehended himself so culpable as did Mr. E^iwards. 
Several instances are cited in which he condemns himself 
for his manner and language, and evinces much sorrow 
therefor, though he still adherens to the sentiments then 
uttered. The following paragraph indicates sufficiently the 
general tone of the letter : -^ 

*' As to what I said at Father LymanV before the previous council, I 
freely confess, Sir, and own that the air and language in which consid- 
erable of what I said was delivered, was irreverent, immodest, deri- 
sive, magisterial and savouring of haughtiuess and levity, and such as 
illy became me when arguing with you. Sir, who was so much 
my superior in age, station and accomplishments, and who deserved 
from me great respect and defference ; for which I humbly and sin- 
cerely ask your forgiveness and am very sorry, not only for that it was 
disrespectful to you, Sir, But also a very ill example to others, and had 
a tendency to abate the res^iect and reverence which the bystanders 
ought to have maintained in their minds towards you, and which it 
was my Duty to have by all means Endeavored to have maintained, 
and probably had an influenct* upon the hearers towards prompting 
them to a disrespectful and Irreverend treatment of you afterwards. 
But with regard to the sentiments I then delivered, upon the most im- 
partial consideration I have ever been capable of I have not been able 
to discover sufficient reason to alter them, and apprehend that if I had 
declared them in a decent, moderate, humble manner, I should not have 
reason to reflect upon myself therefor. And I make no doubt, Sir, But 
that if I had opportunity for free and calm conversation upon the mat- 
ter I would satiafie you that there was no Inconsistency in what I said 
before that council, with my wholly declining to act as the ch^s. agent 
in the matter that were to have been laid before it.** In regard to the 
remonstrance he offers little excuse, but condemns the substance of it, 
the manner of its presentation, its undue heat and exaggeration and 
the untruths and slanders it contained. He expresses sorrow for the 
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part be bad taken in that ** melanch44jr affair,** and ** hnmbly & earn- 
estly ** aBk^ the forgireneitii of Mr. Edwards. * 

ab4 writM aDocb^r Toii yesfs aft^jF the procee<ling8 for dis- 
Lriter 8u Tears niissal liad Ix^en closed, six years subse- 
quent to the ulwve quotoil corresjiondence, 
and two years after the death of Mr. Kdwanls, Major 
Hawley again oiwneil up the matter. This time he ad- 
4lressed a very liumble and ai>ologotic letter to Rev. Mr. 
Hall of Sutton, a menil)er of the two councils. Having 
made his i>eace with Mr. Bl wards and Ikhju forgiven by 
him, he now made a full and free confession to the public. 
In this document he takes much the same ground as in the 
letter to Mr. K«lwanls, accusing himself of bitterness, par- 
tisiinship and uncharitablene.*^, acknowledging in particu- 
lar certain marks of disresiKJct to Mr. Hall, as well as to 
the council. He strongly condemns his own acts in pre- 
jiaring and promulgating the remonstrance against the re- 
settlement, and is humbly ]>enitent and sincerely sorry for 
the course he pursued in that unlia])])y affair.* That Major 
Hawley greatly regrt»ttcd the position he hwl assumed and 
maintained in tliis controversy is manifest, and that he had 
the manliness and courage to confess it, is greatly to his 
honor as a man and a christian. 

Mr.BdwArdt*Fri«iki«. When the final council voted to dissolve 
the pastoral relation between Mr. EJd- 
wards and his chui'ch, ** if the iHjople still persist in desir- 
ing it,^' the church was si)eedily convened to answer the 
question. As has been previously stated, " a great majority 
(above two hundred against twenty)* voted ^ in the affirm- 
ative, Mr. Eldwards writes that twenty-three ])ersons voted 
in his favor, and ** others staid away choosing not to act ' 

either way." Which statement if correct is of very little 
significance, but the very full vote given— the church con- • 

sistiug of " about 230 male members " *— shows the state of 

1 This correspondence msy be found in fall nmonx the Havlejr pnpera in tbe Baa- 
croft collection, at the Lenox Library in Xev York. The letter of Mr. Bdwarda was 
published in the Bibllotheca Sacra, toL 1, p. IKS, but the reply of Major Hawley baa 

ucrer before been giren to the poblie. ; j 

t The above letter may be found enUre In Dwight*s Life of Bdwarda, pp, ttl-4S7. ' , 

S Dwighra Life of Bdwarda, p. mi . ij I 

4 n>. p.410. ' lij 
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feeling in that body. In another letter Mr. Edwards states 
that there were ** about 20 heads of families, besides others, 
Avomen and young people, who appeared openly against the 
procee<lings of the town." These were the men who voted 
against dismissal, notwithstanding the social ostracism that 
pursued all who publicly adhered to him. The position in 
the community of those who befriended the pastor at this 
time, is summed up by Mr. Eldwards. He says: — "A 
person by appearing my friend at Northampton, even so 
much so as o|)enly to discountenance my being turned out 
of the pulpit, exposes himself to the immediate persecution 
of his neighbors, and i>erhaps of his nearest friends."* 
It ap|)ears that only a score of men throughout the whole 
town had the courage of their convictions, and dared to 
brave public sentiment in that time of prejudice, strife 
and contention. Their names are worthy of preservation, 
but only a few of them can now be positively identified. 
Mr. Edwards himself names Col. Timothy D wight and Dr. 
Samuel Mather. Mr. Sylvester Judd records the follow- 
ing: — Samuel Kingsley, Nathaniel Strong, Benjamin Ly- 
man, Joseph Allen and Benjamin Sheldon. To this list 
also belong the names of Major Timothy D>vight and 
Elihu Parsons, who both in 1750, married daughters of Mr. 
EMwards. Tradition and conjecture add the names of Dea. 
Samuel Lyman, Dea. Stephen Wright, Daniel Clark, Sim- 
eon Clark, Capt. John Baker, John Baker Jr., El^enezer 
Clark Jr., William Clark, Capt. Roger Clap, Major Jona- 
than Clapp, Joseph Bartlett and Increase Clark.* 

1 Dwigbt^t Llf« of Edward*, p. 407. 
t See Appeadlz. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

8BLRCTI0N AND SBTTLBMENT OP A NEW MINISTER. 

Advice soacht ftboat The preciiR-t, ou the 29**" of June, 1750, 
• New Minisur. took nieasurcs to supply the pulpit, in- 
structing the committee appointed for 
that ])urpose to apply to the neighboring ministers and 
solicit their advice respecting some '* suitable gentleman to 
preach here on prolwition.^' Mr. EJdwards was invited to 
preach the next Sabbath, and the church was desired to 
''api>oint a day of solemn fasting and prayer to God for 
his direction and blessing in seeking a gentleman to settle 
liere in the work of the Qosi>el Ministry.** 

Ao niii>erai Act. A couti'oversy arose with Mr. Eklwards the 
next month, respecting the use of the se- 
questered land. Appai*ently the custom had been to rent 
one half of it, and give the minister the use of the rest. 
In 1750, the year of his dismissal, Mr. E^dwards claimed the 
usual privilege. But although the year was already half 
completed, the precinct refused to grant him the use of any 
of the land. 

All ExtraordioaiT Ii^ Noveiuber the town passed a somewhat 
^®**' extraordinary vote, allowing Daniel SheU 

don " £30 old Tenor at y* rate Dolls @ 528., 
& as much more as' he deserves for his extraordinary ser- 
vice by Ringing y* Bell for church meetings & extraordi- 
nary parish meetings and extraordinary Sweepings occa- 
sioned by such extraordinary meetings." From October 9, 
1740, to November 19, 1750, no less than twenty precinct 
meetings had been held, as well as a large number of 
church gatherings, for all of which Daniel Sheldon had to 
ring the belL 
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UghtDing Strikes the DuHng the Slimmer of 1751, the meeting- 
MeetingHouM. house was struck by liglitning, and was 

considerably damaged. The liglitning 
struck tlie weatliercock, and ran down the spire to the 
ground. Whether it was considered a dinHjt visitation of 
the Providence of God frowning upon the people for dis- 
missing their pastor, is not recorded. Doubtless there were 
those who took that view of the matter. A question arose 
whether a new weathercock or a vane should be procured, 
to surmount the steeple. liconomic considerations pre- 
vaile<l, and the committee was ordered to obtain whichever 
was the cheaper. A weathercock was purchased at a cost 
of £10.13. 

The Paipit Supply. The Committee api>ointed to supply the 
pulpit was diligent in its work, and during 
eighty-seven Sabbaths, immediately following the dismissal 
of Mr. EM wards, there were but seven in which there was 
no preaching. Mr. Eldwards preached twelve Sabbaths in 
all, but not consecutively, for he says that he only preached 
when the committee could obtain no one else. Mr. Pierce* 
of Hmlley, was employed ten Sabbaths between July 22*, 
1750 and February 18***, 1751. He did not always preach 
here, however, but on several occasions arranged an ex- 
change with other clergymen in the county. Rev. Mr. 
Frink of Rutland, preachetl about eight &ibbaths, to Feb- 
ruary. 1751. Major Hawley, in a letter to his brother 
Elisha, thus alludes to the efforts to obtain preachera : — 

"They hare no candidate for Mr. Edwards place. Mr. Frink 
preached two months, to good satisfaction, bnt he was not with ns on 
probation. Capt. Wright was sent to the Jerseys for a Mr. Arthur, 
bnt he was sick and died soon. Mr. Wright then obtained through 
Prest. Bnrr of New Jersey College, knowledge of Mr. Farrand, a grad- 
uate last commencement. He was highly recommended by President 
Burr,** but Mr. Hawley thought he *' must be very fresh not having 
been licensed when Mr. Wright was in the Jerseys." " Our estate,** 
he continues, ** is very melaucholly whoever is in the mistake, either 
Mr. EUlwards or y people, yet surely our loss of him and y* difficulty 
we meet in endeavoring for a c^indidate are tokens of the great dis- 
pleasure of the Almighty. May God be merciful to us.** * 

1 Jocliib Pi«ro« of Hftdley w«« a graduatu of HarrMd College, removlnf to H»d- 
l«7, where bo w«« employe*! mi town elerk aod teacher. He somotlmet preacbod« 
thottf h he does not appear to hara been ordained.— History of Hadley, p. 5ttt. 

t Hawlej M Sa.« Unos Ubrary, X. T. 
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Mr. Fmmmd Called. DuHug twelve Sabbnths previous to June 
17'*, 1751, Mr. John McKinstry* preached 
aiitl Mr. Daniel Farrand officiate<l thirty Sabbaths, to Feb- 
ruary 13**'i 1752. His preai'hing was quite satisfactory, and 
in St»pteinlK^r, 1751, when he went to New Jersey to attend 
commencement, the parish voted that he should be re- 
quustiMl to return and prea<*h longer as a candidate, it being 
the ''almost nnivei*sal desire of the parish that he should 
return hither as soon as may be.** He did return, and oc- 
cupirtl the pulpit till February 13'»», 1752. On the 29"» of 
April, he was invited by a *' very large majority" to settle. 
AfttTwanls there was a " i>oIling of the members of the 
mei*ting," and eighteen i)ersons voted in the. negative. He 
ri»fuse<l to ai'cept the call, and finally settleil in Caanan, Ct. 

-s«.rniwfui arcuM- After the refusal of Mr. Farrand diflferent 
•tauctfft.** clergymen were employed as they could be 

obtniiKMl (luring that year, but their names 
do not ai)i)ear, and undoubtedly the people were destitute 
of preacliing much of the time. In a letter written No- 
vember, 1752, Mr. £4] wards touches upon the position of 
affairs in town dunng this period : — 

-* The people of Northampton are in sorrowful circninstanoeii, are 
9till tleftitiite of a minister, and have met with a long series of disap- 
poiutmentA, in their attempts for a re-settlement of the ministiy 
among them. My opixMers have had warm contentions among them- 
selves. Of late, they have been wholly destitute of any body, to preach 
steadily among them. They sometimes meet to read and pray among 
thenittelves, and at other times set travellers or transient persons to 
preach, that are hardly fit to be employed.** • 

The Adcrieved The agitation caused by the recent contro- 
Brethren. vcrsy that convulsed the church and parish 

did not immediately subside. Its influence 
undoubtedly retarded the settlement of a new pastor. For 
a time it destroyed unanimity of feeling towards any can- 
didate proposed, and must have had an unpleasant effect 
upon the minds of the clergymen who were invited to the 
pastorate. That there was a difference of sentiment exist- 

1 Rev. John M oKlnttry wm bom In Sutton, wm graduftUd from Y»l« CoUcfft la 
17-Mt, and ordained pMtor of tb« second church In Springfield (now Chloopee)^ la ITML 
He did not preach here m a candidate. 

t Dwifhrt Ufe of Bdwardfl, p. U«w 
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ing in the church is apparent from the following vote, 
passed at a meeting in Febiniary, 1752 : — 

'*Then after some Conference The Qnestion was put whether the 
Precinct wonid nse any means to procure a Candidate for the work of 
the Gospell Ministry in 8*d Precinct before the church in s*d precinct 
had Endeavored to accommodate and settle the Difficulties subsisting 
therein with those who call themselves the aggrieved Brethren, and It- 
passed in the Negative.** It was also voted that the moderator of the 
church be desired to warn a meeting ** to take y* papers, called the 
chnrch*8 remonstrance, of the Clerk of the church, and give y* Ag- 
grieved Brethren (if they desire it) an opiK>rt unity to take a copy of 
part or y* whole thereof, under the insiiection of s^ Committee.** 

Nothing more is known of this document, neither is 
thei*e positive evidence of the cause of disagreement.^ 
That it was an outcome of the late trouble can not be 
doubted. This was without doubt, the contention to which 
Mr. Edwards alludes in the heretofore quoted letter. 

Major Hawiey Turn* During the remainder of the year, after 
Jones out of the the decliuation of Mr. Farrand, about 
** ** whom Mr. Edwards says that there was 

much contention, no person seems to have appeared here as 
a candidate, and the treasurer's books contain no account 
of any money ])aid for the pulpit supply. It was during 
this period that Sunday services were conducted as stated 
by Mr. Edwards, by "travellers and transient persons.'* 
Tradition asserts that Major Hawley on one occasion be- 
came so disgusted with the preacher, that he went into the 

1 The ** aggrieved brethren ** may have been dlaturbed on account of the attitude 
of the precinct, which seems to hare taken the inltlatlTe in* ecclesiastical affairs 
throughout the eontroversj with Mr. Edwards. In almost every moTement during 
that time the church appears to hare acted at the dictation of the parish. Indeed 
the records show that heretofore all action in reference to church matters originated 
in town-meetings ; at least there is nothing to prore that the two organisatiota were 
in the habit of acting in concert. In the absence of any other Information it may be 
inferred that at last certain members of the church, who were undoubtedly th» 
friends of Mr. Edwards, objected to any further continuance of this method, end de> 
sired that in matters relating to the calling of a minister, the church should hare an 
equal voice with the parish. Mr. Edwsrds dwelt especially upon this point in his 
argumenU against the precinct votes. It will be noted that but twenty votes were 
cast In the church meeting In favor of retaining the pssior, when decisive action waa 
taken at the desire of the counciL. When Mr. Farrand was invited by the precinct, 
eighteen votes were given against him, and It Is legitimate to coaelnde that they 
were cast by the same persons. After this, when it is presumed that the ** aggrieved 
brethren ** had been appeased, it will be seen that the votea In the preeindt relative 
to calling a minlsur are In ^eoncurrence with the church.^ Nothing points abeo> 
Intely to sueh a soluUon of the dilBeulty, but in the absence ot certainty this one la 
at least fOausible. 
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pulpit, turned the 8iH?alver out of it, aud concluded the ser- 
vices him»olf. Mr. Bauicroft has among his notes about 
Mr. Hawley : " tume*! Jones out of the pulpit about 1752.*' 
This tradition fitA in aihuirably with the state of affairs 
then existing; and may contain a grain of truth. Jones, (if 
8uch a jHTson was employetl to preach), was evidently an 
itinerant, who had no standing as a clergyman, and was 
one of those who, acconling to Mr. Rlwanls, was ** hardly 
fit to be employed." 

Difficulties i»creM«. An attempt was made to obtain '' a young 
minister, a Mr. Green of Barnstable," ' 
but there is no evidence that he ever pi-eached here. 

Rer. judiib cim». This stato of affairs continued till the com- 
i.ion Invited. menccment of the following year, when 
Rev. Judah Champion* was invited to 
preach as a candidate. He occupied the pulpit for about 
three months, ap))arently to the satisfaction of the congre- 
gation. In April, 1753, the precinct voted to concur with 
the church in inviting him to settle, but he declined. He 
was offered £2GG.13.4 as a settlement, and a salary of £80. 

ReT. Mr. Hook«r Duriug the summcr of 1753, affairs began 
Prr»che« «• * {q jniprove somewhat Tlie committee was 
*° fortunate enough to obtain the services of 

another candidate, and preaching was much more regular ; 
yet the condition was by no means encouraging. Up to 
this time several candidates had been called, but at the 
close of the third year after the departure of Mr. Eklwards 
his place had not been filled. From a worldly point of 
view the position was most desirabla The community was 
prosperous, the town increasing in wealth and population, 
and the salary was the " largest paid by any country con- 
gregation in New England.^ * Yet the clergy seemed un- 
willing to settle here. There was something unsatisfactory 
in the moral and religious aspect of the place. The antag- 

1 Dwifht** Ufe of EdwATds, ^ «•. j 
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onisms engendered by the controversy that ejected the 
former minister were more pronounced than ever, and the 
ministers shrank from undertaking the task of reconciling 
tliem. Entire unanimity had not i)revaile<l at either call,^ 
and no one knew liow soon the scenes of previous years 
might be repeated. 

The Firtt Preciuci The meotiug at wliicli Mr. Champion was 
Mirsed Into the invitcd to prcach on probation was the last 
precinct meeting. In 175'^, Northampton 
declared its willingness that the second precinct should 
be erected into a separate district, and the next year the 
legislature passed the requisite enactment. The name of 
Southampton first apjxjars on the town records in that year, 
and the first precinct was mergeil into the township. For 
twelve years two precincts had been in existence, and 
while all general town business had l>een transacted in one 
town-meeting, everything pertaining to church affairs had 
l>een managed separately by the separate precincts. With 
the incorporation of the new district the old system was 
revived, and all town business, ecclesiastical as well as sec- 
ul.ar, was hereafter transacts at the same meeting. 

Mr. Hooker luTited Ou the 17*** of September, 1753, the to^v^l 
to settle. voted '*in concurrence with the church^ 

to extend a call to Rev. John Hooker. The 
vote was unanimous. Mr. Hooker probably preached hei'e 
about four months previous to the invitation to settle, 
though there is no vote to be found requesting him to 
]>ivach as a candidate. On the 10**" of September he was 
paiid £19.4, which, according to the sums paid other minis- 
tei-s, indicates a candidacy of about sixteen Sabbaths. In 
all probability he came here in May, a few weeks after the 
departure of Mr. Cliampion. It may well be believed that 
it was largely through Mr. Hookors ministrations that the 
long existing disagreements in the community were recon- 
ciled, and he hml the good fortune to find among the first 
fruits of his labors a people cordially united in seeking his 
services. The town offered him 

**the sum of £266.13.4 in the present lawful money of the Province 
of Massachnaetts Bay in New England, to enable him to procure a set- 
tlement in this town ; £200 whereof to be paid him in the spring of the 
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year 1 ••Vt, and the remainder in tbe spring of the year 1755, and that 
they }(ire him for a sahiry hordes and exclnidve <^ the ahore snm of 
fH>ttU*ment y* Bum of £^) like lawful money for his first year*8 Salary,** 
with an increase of £5 each year till the amount should reach £1U0, 
which was to be his permanent compensation. In addition the sum of 

1*6. 13.4 was voted ** to enable him to procure firewood." 

• 

HeAcfeptstk«c«iL Tlie iiK'otinj; was adjourned to the 15'^ of 
(K*to1>ery and at that time the written ac- 
Ci'|>tunce of Mr. Hooker to the alx>ve pro|)08itious was pre- 
sentoiL In that doc*ument he declared " That the unanimi- 
ty wiili which he understood y* he was chosen and y* above 
proposjils made, He could not but look upon as the voice of 
Providoice calling him to undertake y* work of y* Gosi)el 
ministry in this town.^ He demurred slightly at the sum 
allowed for firc-wooil, deeming it insuflicient» but finally 
consented to the arrangement It was also voted that 
money i>aid to Mr. Hooker should be in " silver of sterling 
alloy at six shillings eight pence by the ounce or in Spanish 
milled pieces of eight at six shillings by the piece. ** Tliis 
contract with Mr. Hooker was enter^ in full upon the 
records, and signed by him on the 11*** of December, 1753. 

Th« ordjMtioa. His ordiuatiou took place on the 5^ of De- 
cember. A committee of six persons was 
u}>|>ointed to order the sittings of the people in the meeting- 
house, and the services were to commence at 10 o'clock. A- 
M. Ten ministers and delegates comprised the counciL 
The onlination services were as follows : — 

Rev. Stephen Williams of Longmeadow, moderator of the oouncO, 
made the first prayer at the Impositicm of Hands and gave the charge; 
Rev. Mr. Hopldns of Springfield made the prayer after the ImpoeitioD 
of Hands; Rev. Peter Reynolds of Enfield made the prayer before t 

sermon ; Rev. David Parsons of East Hadley (Amherst) preached tbe 
Sermon, from Acto 10^ Chapter, 33^ verse ; Rev. Robert Breck of 
Springfield gave the Right Hand of Fellowship. The other members 
of the cooncil were Rev. John Woodbridge of Sonth Hadley, Rev. Jon- 
athan Ashley of Deerfield, Rev. Joseph Ashley of Snnderland, Rev. \\ 
Timothy Woodbridge of Hatfield, and Rev. Jonathan Jiidd of Sooth- |' 
ampton. [ 
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EzpeoMt o( tw The expenses of the ordiuation wpxe paid by 
ordiMtion. the town, and amounted to £48.14.9 old 

tenor, equal to £6.8.7 lawful currency. In- 
cluded in the account was the sum of £7.4 paid for wine. 
While the difTorent amounts paid to certain individuals 
may be found among the town treasurer's papers, the arti- 
cles provided, with the single exception of wine, are not 
stated. An ordination dinner for the ministers and their 
delegates was an important and never omitted proceeding, 
and it was for this that the largest expense was incurred. 
What rejoicings among the young people in the evening 
followed the religious exercises of the morning, are not 
known. It is easy to imagine that everybody, both old 
and j^'oung, felt like indulging in some kind of celebration 
at the conclusion of this long and bitt-er struggle. The 
custom of finishing off the ordination exercises with a ball 
in the evening was almost universal, and no doubt was fol- 
lowed on this occasion in Northampton, though nothing 
has been discovered which throws any light on the subject. * 

1 OrdloAtloDs la old times were regarded aea pMitime, mn occasion for frolic and 
amusement. By common connent Wednesday seems to bare been the daj of the 
week usoally fixed upon for the ceremony. These occasions were somswhat rare, 
and the general interest manifested in them, always drew large crowds. The ezer> 
cises usually occupied from an hour and a half to two hours. At first they were 
much more elaborate, sometimes continuing throughout the day. and formerly It was 
the custom for the candidate to preach a sermon at bis ordination. But much of the 
solemnity of the occasion gradually wore away, the exercises were curtailed to an 
hour or two, and the reet of the time was deroted to convlTlallty and social Inter- 
course, the affair dosing In later times with the ordination ball In the evening. The 
town or parish always paid the expenses of the ordination which. In some cases were 
quite large. As much as JiSfK equal to half a year's salary, was expended at an ordi- 
nation in Cbarlestown, in 1718. A dinner was always prorlded for the attending 
ministers sud their delegates, and It came to be one of the most Important featuree 
of such an occasion. An open air ordination was held at Wrvntham, In Norember, 
ITSl A great concourse of people assembled, and the senrioes took place In a ralley. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

FOURTH FRBNCU AND INDIAN WAR, 

Tb# French and Eug- D (J RING tlie ftliurt iiitorval of \)eace wbicli 
luh rxtrnd their followcil the closo of " Kiug George's 

Conquests In aII .._ „ . ,^^^ , ... **. * V x 

Direction*. War, lu 1740, nnd wbicli coutmued but 

lialf a dttzeu years, botli French and Ehig- 
lisli endeavoreil to push tlieir conquests to the utmost. The 
buundaries between tlie contestants for American soil were 
left undetei-mined by the treaty of Aix IaChai>elIe, but were 
to be arranged by a commission. A conference settled 
nothing, and negotiations only protracte<l the uncertainty. 
While the French penetrateil the wilderness to the we«t 
and established posts down the Ohio, claiming jurisdiction 
to the Gulf of Mexico, the English were pressing to the 
eastward in Aca<1ia, to the Northward in New York, New 
Hami)shire and Vermont, and to the westward in Pennsyl- 
vania. The governments of both countries were engaged 
in negotiations concerning the movements of their subjects 
on the American continent, the negative results of which 
it was apparent must inevitably end in war. Expecting, 
indeed with little prosi^ect of avoiding such an outcome, 
and in preparation for it, both nations dispatched armies of 
observation across the Atlantic : — The English to Virginia 
under Braddock, and the French under Dieskau to Canada. 

Union of the coto- In the meantime the question of taxing 
nift Di»cu««ed. America was under discussion in Parlia- 
ment. Many plans for the union of the 
colonies among themselves, as well as for closer connection 
with Great Britain, were suggested. A conference of del- 
egates from the colonies was held at Albany, a system of 
iniion decided upon and referred to the several legislatures 
and to Parliament ; but it failed to meet the views of either 
and nothing was accomplished. 
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w»r Commenced. Tliough the oiily apparent settlement lay in 
a resort to arms, neither nation was quite 
ready for that decisive step. But while the diplomatic 
warfare was raging in the old world, open hostilities had 
commenced in the new, and the "seven years' war, the 
school of the Revolution,"^ was begun. The war in 
America had been two ^'ears in progress before a formal 
declaration was made. 

Sever*! Expeditions lu February, 1754, an expedition was sent 
Projected by the o\it by Gov. Diuwiddic of Virginia under 
"' ' ' the command of Col. Washington to pro- 

tect the frontiers, and drive the French from the Ohio. 
Though at first successful, Washington was compelled to 
yield to sui>erior numbers, and surrendered to the French. 
The following yeAr occurred the unfoiiunate expedition 
under Gen. Braddock, and at the same time three other 
movements were in progress. One of them was intended 
for the preservation of Oswego, and the reduction of Niag- 
ara ; another was directed against Crown Point, and a third 
had for its object an attack upon the French settlements in 
Xova Scotia. These expeditions, however, are not material 
to this history, except so far as they were participated in 
by citizens of Northampton, or its immediate vicinity. 

Protecuve MeM- Gov. Shirley, prominent in planning the 
ures Adopted. campaign, took precautions for the protec- 
tion of the Province, and the several towns 
were ordered not only to provide ammunition, but to take 
all necessary measures for defending themselves. In ac- 
cordance with this order, the town had in July an inven- 
tory made of its stock of ammunition. Hezekiah Wright, 
who had it in charge, reiK)rted that it consisted of 345 lbs. 
of powder, 720 lbs. of lead, and 1,000 flints. CoL Israel 
Williams of Hatfield was made commander-in-chief in 
Hampshire County, and Capt. Elijah Williams of Deer- 
field, was put in command of the cordon of forts erected 
for the protection of the frontiers, all of which were greatly 
strengthened. 

1 Oratloa of Bdward BTervn. 
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Tb« Forts Birtmdf The 11101*6 iuiportaut of these fortificatious 
oarruoii«d. jj^ \^^^^ garrisoiie<l from 1749 to 1754, 

tlioiigh but few if any soldiers from North- 
ampton ha<l l)een stationed in them. Capts. Elisha Haw- 
ley and William Lyman of this town, then lieutenants, 
botli served during this i)erio<l, and were at times employed 
at Forts Dumnier and Massachusetts. 

lodUD luidt In WMt- Before any declaration of actual warfare 
era MMMchuwtu. jj^j \yQcii\ uiaile, the Indians became active 
and alert. Existing fortifications in the 
more exposed towns wore repaired, and many new ones 
erected. Tlie first attack fell upon the New Hampshire 
settlements. In August, a woman was killed and several 
persons capturetl at different places. On the 30'*, a party 
of nine persons were made prisoners at Cliarlestown, and 
carried to Canada. These raids caused great alarm every- 
where. Many settlers in the newly established towns with- 
drew, and others sought refuge within the fortifications. 
Pittsfiold was deserted, and it was feare<l that in other 
towns this example might be followed. The Indian hordes 
were again lot loose, and in the language of the military 
correspondence of that day: — **It is now open war and 
a very dark distressing scene o})eu8 ; a merciless miscreant 
enemy invading us in every quarter, pushed on by our in- 
veterate foe.^ • 

iDdunt DtMorervd On the 9^^ of September, Ck>l.~ Israel Wil- 
mt souUmmptoii. Hanis writos to Secretary Willard that " 6 
Indians were discovered at Southampton 
yesterday, a party of 30 men wore sent after them. The 
Indians seem full of fury and malice." He had previously 
issueil an order to Major Hawley at Northampton to enlist 
ten men for service in Southampton. The same day on 
which the above letter was written, Major Hawley reported 
that he had enlisted and dispatched from Northampton the 
following named men, under command of Sergt. Noah 
Strong : — Medad Edwards, Samuel Fairfield, Asahel Birge, 
Eleazar Pomeroy (servant of Samuel Clark), Elijah King 
(servant of Joseph Bascom), Benjamin Bartlett (servant of 

1 Utt«r of CoL IsTMl wmuaa. 
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Samuel Alvord), Pliinelias Colfax (servant of Jonathan 
Hunt Jr.), and Edward Higgins, who figures somewhat 
further in this particular exj^ition. In November, Xoah 
Bui-t, Silas King, Shammah Pomeroy, and John Birge, 
were added, probably to take the place of some who had 
been dismissed. The next day these men marched to the 
house of Rev. Jonathan Judd in Southampton, the only 
foilified place in the town. They put the structure in good 
condition for defence, and there made their headquartei's. 
They remaineil till the 18*** of December, when the sc|uad 
was disbanded. Part of their duty was to guard the inhab- 
itants while at their daily labor. How one guard per- 
formed that duty and the results to Private Higgins are 
detnileil in the following letter from Major Hawley to Col. 
Israel Williams : — 

*-Sept. 22, 1754. 
** Yesterflaj about 8 o*c1ock, P. M. an enemy was at Sonthampton, 
aboQt a wile from Mr. Jadd*8. Two men aud »ome lads were picking 
com, and one man carting com. Two soldiers were on guard, one at 
the bars of the field and the other at the opixxsite side of the field. 
The carter was gone with a load of com, and returning. Higgins at the 
bHrs supposed he heard some one stir in the brush (which were very 
thick) near him. He turned and faced the place where he heard the 
noise, ui)on which a gun was discharged, which shot the left thigh of 
his trousers through on the crotch side, with a ball and three swan 
shot, but missed his fiesh. The account wlieii it came to me yesterday 
seemed to be unaccountable and to bear several marks of incredulity, 
viz. : that no Indian was seen, but one gun shot, that his trousers were 
bbicked with the powder and he not hurt ; the gun was a very loud one, 
and Higgins to account for his not being hurt said he stood somewhat 
astra«ldle. A number of our people from the other side of the river 
had gone out a little before. I was inclined to think the fellow had 
shot his own breeches with a view to make noise, but the people who 
went out are satisfied the fellow was shot upon by an enemy. Lt. 
Nathaniel Clark, whom I esteem judicious, has been on the spot and 
informs me that the place where the gun was shot was on the east side 
of Manhan river, that upon the beach of a brook the west side of the 
river, they evidently tracked two Indians about 40 rods from where 
the brook goes into the river. The brook is thii-kly set with growth. 
They saw the track of one on the east side of the river, and they find 
at about a rod*s distance from where the fellow said he stood when the 
gun was discharged, evident signs of the standing of a man in very 
thick brash. No track was visible, the ground being hard ; & small 
alders were bent or broke down, and a large alder burnt to the white 
by the powder, and very much blacked, so it is evident the muzzle of a 
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gnu wan not a foot from it. A little nearer was an elder cnt off hy tbe 
ball in a line to where Higgint Myt he stood, and in tbe line to hia 
breeches. This experiment was tried. The K|K)t where he said he 
stood was in the middle of the rart path, where there was nothing 
standing to hang his tronners on. so that if be did it himself he mnst 
bare managed with great art and design hardly {lossible. His breeches 
were not blacked. 

** The people in the field say became to them as noon after they beard 
the gnn ns was pi>a}iible for a man to i*ome, and his gun was then loaded 
with two ImiUs ; he ap|H*ared in the ntniost consternation. His brother 
so]dif>rs pr(»i)osed to go to the npot but he said * for the Lord's sake don't 
go there.* The soldiers Jind laborem all immetliately fletl from tbe field 
at the opiKmite part to the nt-art^Ht house that way. The fellow appears 
inuoi-ent and is uniform in his account. No persons had been where 
the tracks were discovered. The most considerate are satisfied the 
enemy was there. The |ieople of Southampton will be together today 
and therefore not exposed. I hope to send a suitable number of men 
tomorrow early to 2Southampton (today is the Sabbath) to secnre those 
parts, and a iiarty we»t where they may be most likely to come across 
the Indians, or their tracks if they are returning. > 

JOSKPH Hawley." 

Exeitenieot lo Houtb- A few (laj's pfevious to this alarm the peo- 
•™p^<»«»- pie of Southampton were considerably ex- 

cited, and wore evidently ready after the 
adventure of Higgins as Mr. Hawley suggests, to come 
together, concentrating within and about the fortifications 
for safety. On Sunday, September 1*', while good Parson 
Judd was jireaching, his audience suddenly left him. 
** The assembly," he records in his diary, ** broke up in ser- 
mon time by a gun shot at a bare.** Whether the " bare** 
eseaiKHl and the congregation returned to the " improve- 
ment" of the remainder of the discourse, the diary saith 
not. The next day he made the following entry : — " The 
scout came in \Yho went out yesterday ; people began to 
move together." On the 9"*, Mr. Judd ** rid to Hatfield and 
obtained orders to Major Hawley for 10 soldiers," and the 
next day he records '' the soldiers enlisted and came to my 
house." This seems to have been the origin of the order 
for the guard at Southampton, though Mr. Judd does not 
mention that any Indians had been seen there on Sunday, 
the 8***, the inference being that the "bare" incident of the 
previous week had been sufficient to call for the presence 
of ten soldierSi 

1 ThaftbOTetottsrlalUftbridffedfonBtofoaiidlB tbsJttddMSS. 
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♦ 
I 

Miiitu of Northern A Complete reorganization of tlie militia 
HftiDp«hir« luor- of Hampshire County was entered iijwn 
^*° ** this year. Joseph Hawley of Northamp- 

ton and Elijah Williams of Deerfield were promoted to the 
rank of major at about the same time by Gov. Shirley, and 
the former became quite active in the formation of the new 
companies. Apptirently there was to be a muster and a re- 
organization of the regiment in the northern part of 
Hampshire County, and on the 10'** of August Major Haw- 
ley wrote to Col. Israel Williams about the officers of the 
Northampton companies. He proposed the following 
names : — 

His own Co. a« Co. 3« Co. 

Lt. Qideon Lyman Capt. [John] Hnnt Capt Benj. Sheldon 

Lt. William Lyman Lt. Ebenezer Hnut Lt. [Eben] Kingfiley 

Ens. Nathaniel Clark Ens. Josiah Pomeroy Ens. Dan*l Pomeroy 

Major Hftvi#y*s8ur ^^ mentions a Capt. Wright, who proba- 
ffettioiM. \j\y belonged to the first company, who it 

was expected would refuse his former com- 
mission. If Capt. Wright declined, the companies were 
to be officered as above, but Wright and Gideon Ly- 
man would not serve together, or one under the other. 
Should both decline, then he suggested that Lieut. William 
Lyman should be made captain, and Josiah Pomeroy lieu- 
tenant of the first company, Daniel Pomeroy, ensign of the 
second company, and Jonathan Strong Jr., ensign of the 
third company. His brother Elisha, he thought in case of 
the failure of one of the above officers, would be a better 
lieutenant than Lieut. Caleb Strong, as he had done much 
more to merit the position. It is not probable that any 
companies were officered at that time in just the manner 
proposed by Major Hawley, though several of the persons 
} named served in the expedition against Crown Point, and 

some of them were killed. Indignant at the manner in 
which his suggestions had been received by his command- 
ing officers. Major Hawley on the 3*" of October addressed 
a pungent letter to Col. Williams, plainly intimating his 
dissatisfaction at the snub inflicted upon him. In it he 
suggests that Col. Israel Williams, CoL Oliver Partridge, 
Major Ephraim Williams, and himself, should confer upon 
military affairs '^ for y* defence of our people on y* west of 
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Connecticut river." He conipliiins that Col Israel and 
Major Epbraim concert such schemes as they "think 
projwr, and laliour it with y' Qovernour, and he also ^nth 
y' whole court/' while "Col. Partridge schemes something 
different i>erhaj)8, which he will labour with ye Governour 
and House. I am i)rivy to neither scheme, and perhai>s y* 
first of my hearing tliereof should be in y* House.'' He 
says " I don't think y' in my private cajwicity I am of much 
im]>ortance in such matters, but as a member of y* House 
it is i>ossible I nniy be, for I have always s)>oke my mind 
in y' House and sometimes have been heard." * Major 
Israel Williams and Major Hawley were cousins, and as 
nothing further has come to light, it is presumed that 
neither party pressed the quarrel to the point of interfer- 
ence with the best interest^ of the service. In November 
Major Hawley was appointed on a committee in connection 
with ]^Iajor Elijah Williams and Capt. Timothy Ruggles 
to disburse money to building and reiiairing forts on the 
frontier west of Connecticut River. In the above proixised 
list of officei's Major Hawley claims one of the comi>anie8 
as his own, but there is no proof that he ever entered the 
field. Indeed in July of the succeeding year, after news 
came of the disaster at Hoosack, he gives two reasons for 
not volunteering. They were as follows : — " one is that 
the weather is so extream hot that it would instantly bring 
on y' disorder to which I am incident in hot weather/' and 
the other was the "hurrying time in y* business of my 
profession."* From evidence thus far obtained, it seems 
that Major Hawley passed from the rank of chaplain at 
Louisburg in 1745, to that of major in 1754, without ever 
having taken part in anything more hazardous than an 
occasional scouting expedition, yet he took a prominent 
part in the organization of the Hampshire County Regi- 
ments, as will hereafter be noted* 

ActiTity BTerjviMre. All the forts ou the frontiers were garri- 
soned in 1755, and scouting parties were 
constantly on the move. Indians hovered about in every 
direction. Attacks were made upon fortified places in New 

1 Perrj** WIllUnwtowB, pp. f87, tail 
S lb., p. 986w 
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Hn]ni)s]iirey a number of people were killeil, mftny captives 
taken, and much property destroyed. In some places it 
was impossible to harvest the crops for want of protection, 
and starvation was imminent.* 

Service of Titu« Amoug tlie Northampton soldiei'S who 
^*"K- served in Col. Williams' regiment, was Ti- 

tus King. He was stationed with nine 
othei-s under Cori)oral Zebulon Allen at Charlemont. In 
June, while guarding a company of men at work in a 
meadow, they were attacked by Indians. Capt. Moses Rice 
and Phinehas Arms, a garrison soldier, were killed, and 
Titus King and Asa Rice, grandson of Capt. Moses, were 
capture<l and carried to Canada. King remaine<l a pris- 
oner there three years.* On his return he petitioned the 
legislature for compensation for the loss of his gun and 
time. His gun cost 44s., for which he was allowed 40s. 
His three yeai*s' service as a prisoner in Canada disgusted 
him with military life, and he became a pedagogue. For 
twenty-eight years he taught school in Northampton, com- 
mencing in A])ril, 1759. He was noted for his i^eculiarities 
and eccentricities, and many humorous anecdotes are rela- 
ted of him by those who attended the town schools. He 
taught the English school, and received about £19 per year. 

Prrparmtioueforthe Early iu 1755, Gov. Shirley commenced 
Movement upon preparations for the campaign against 
Crown Point. The expedition .was popu- 
lar among the western settlements, and requisitions for 
men were promptly filled. The people welcomed the oppor- 
tunity for definite action ; they were glad to be relieved of 
the stmin of guarding against an Indian raid, of the hur- 
ried pursuit, and fruitless, unsatisfactory I'eturn. They 
welcomed a change from the monotony of garrison duty. 
It was believed also that au offensive movement would tend 
to prevent the merciless incursions of the Indians, all of 
whom would be required to defend the point assailed. 

1 For * detailed «ecouDt of the c»eualtiet on the northern frontiers see 8IvBl4on*s 
History of Deerfleld mud Hoxt*s Indlsn Wsrs. 

S Hoyt ssjs that Klni: was ** carried lo Franca, thence to England, whence he at 
leiiKth returned to Korthampton. his natlre place.** King, howerer, does not men- 
tion his foreign trip In his petition to the legislatnro for the payment of his losses, 
as quoted in the Judd M88.— See Hoyt, p. Ml 
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A Regiment Eniuted. Onlers Were issued in March for enlisting 
a regiment of five hundred men to con- 
sist of ton conii)anie8 in Hampshire County, and Col. Israel 
Williams, Col. Partridge and Major Hawley were author- 
ize^l to '*st»ttlethe officers •* of the regiment. Major Haw- 
ley was n^presentative from tins town that year, and by him 
Gov. Shirley sent all the necessairy i>a]K'rs. These gentle- 
men held a meeting at South Hadley, where the matter was 
eonsideiv<l. Major Rphraim Williams was, at the sugges- 
tion of the Governor, ap)>ointiHl colonel of the regiment, 
an<l through the influence of Major Hawley, Major Seth 
Pomeroy was named lieutenant-colonel. In a letter to the 
other gentlemen of the commission, dated April 9, Major 
Hawley strongly urges that appointment. He says also 
that Capt. Nathaniel Dwight of Belchertown w^ould ** ac- 
cept a c^iptaincy if he could have it seasonably," and that 
he would have no difliculty in raising a company '' speedily 
in his own luirts.** He received his commission and joined 
the army after the battle of Lake George. The custom 
hml been yeai-s before first to enlist the men and then to 
allow them to choose their own officers, but that had long 
since l)een change<l, and now it was the duty of the com- 
missioned officers to recruit their own men. The ability 
and influence of captains in that direction were prime fac- 
tor in their 8t»lection. All of them entere<l vigorously 
upon this work, an<l on the 30'^ of May orders were issued 
for the regiment of Col. Williams, as soon as the com- 
panies were ** compleat," to march to the general rendezvous 
at Albany.* 

Lieut. LjmAD** Com- Lieut. William Lyman of Northampton 
p«Qy of stoutt. >vas promoted to a captaincy in June, and 
ordered to enlist a company of scouts to 
consist of not less than thirty men. None but able-bodied 
men were to be accepted, each scout was to cover not less 
than thirty days, and provisions for that length of time 
were to be carried. The captain and other commissioned 
officers were to ''keep as exact journals*' as possible of 
each of their marches. Capt. Lyman raised his company, 
but no record of any of his excursions has been found. i 

When reinforcements were needed for the Crown Point 

1 Perr7*s WUUaiiwtovn, pp. iOQ, SDl, SOI. 
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expeflitioii, lie recruited liis company to the numl>er of 
fifty-nine men, joined the army, and was attached to Col. 
Pomeroy's regiment, wliere ho s<-rved from September 15*^ 
to Decemlier 10***, but was not in any engagement. 

Col. s«»th Potneroy Sir William Johnson was given command 
•nd c.pt. Eiuii* Qf the army destined to opemte against 
jouroftU of their Crowii Point, and the history of his failure 
senriceii. to cajiture the position is familiar to every 

one. Only the fact that in tlie enterprise participated 
many citizens of Northampton, some of whom lost their 
lives there, and two of whom left journals containing 
many interesting details not elsewhere to be found, renders 
any extended allusion to it of sjiecial importance. Many 
extracts from the journal and corres])ondence of Col. Seth 
Pomeroy have from time to time found their way into 
print, but no part of the journal of Capt. Elisha Hawley, 
who was killed in the ** bloody morning scout," has ever 
been published. It is believed that both of these docu- 
ments are of sufficient interest to l>e given entire. 

KorthamptoB Com- About the last of Juue the army com- 
panies in the mauded by Gen. Johnson, to the number 
"°^' of nearly three thousand men, was con- 

centrated at Albany. About one thousand more were 
added as reinforcements during the progress of the cam- 
paign. In one of the regiments i*aised in Western Massa- 
chusetts were several companies enlisted in Hampshire 
County, and three of them were commanded by North- 
ampton men. One of them under Capt. Elisha Hawley, 
brother of Major Joseph Hawley, was composed mainly 
of Northampton men. ' It was the custom for field-officers 
to command companies, and Lieut. -Col. Seth Pomeroy was 
at the head of another. After the promotion of Col. Pom- 
eroy it was commanded by Capt. Simeon Davis of Green- 
wich. It contained few men from this town. The com- 
pany of Capt. William Lyman has already been men- 
tioned.* Other soldiers from Northampton seem to have 
been scattered through the regiment. The troops marched 
to Albany about the middle of June, and went into camp 
about two miles below that city. 

1 For Sfiwter-RoU, tee Appeadls. 
S IV. 
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capt. Hawiej'scow- Tlio SK»M 101*8 froiu Xoilliamptoii aud vicin- 
i**^- ity iiiuler Capt. Hawloy set out for Albany 

the lai^t week in June, and were in camp 
at Gi-eenbusli on the 20'** of tlie montli. Tliey marched by 
way of Wi»stfit»M,' and the entire army remainetl in camp, 
waitin>^ for stores and ammunition till the middle of July. 
On the 17'** the corps of Gen. Phinehas Lyman, who com- 
mandinl the Mass^ichusetts and Connecticut troops, was 
ordered to build a fort at the ** Great Carrying Place** on 
the Hudson River near the site of Fort Nicholson. The 
details of this march will Ik? found in the api^ended jour- 
nals. General marching onlers were not issued till the 2* 
of August, and al)out the middle of the month the army 
joined the mlvance guard at the new fort, which had 
been appropriately named Fort Lyman, but was afterwards 
changed to Fort Blward. On the 20*^, the army went 
slowly forward and encamixnl at the lower extremity of 
Lake George, where it rennuned, collecting means of trans- 
portation through the lake, till attaicked by Dieskau on the 
S'^ of September. 

Baroa Di^skaa mui While GeiL Johuson was thus slowly ad- 
bu Army of Prendi vauciug, Barou Dicskau with an army of 
*" " ** French and Indians, about fifteen hundred 

strong, occupied Fort Ticonderoga. On the 6'** and 7*"* of 
September he moved southward, landing at South Bay. 
His plan was to get in the rear of Johnson's army, attack 
Fort Eldward, then barely completed, and held by CoL 
Blanchard with his New Hampshire regiment, and secure 
the great amount of supplies stored there. But his Indian 
allies refusing to participate in an assault upon a fort de- 
fended by ai-tillery, he decided to attack Gen. Johnson's 
camp. Proceeding by the way of Wood Creek, he gained 
the rear of the English army, and counted upon a speedy 
victory. Gen. Johnson, anticipating the attack upon Fort 
Edward, though unaware that Dieskau had changed his 

1 The priDcipAl tkorouf bfar* from the ConBeetlcut Vallej to AIImbx duriDf Um 
seren jtmn* var vm hj way of Wcstlleld, BUndfonl, Tyriof bam. North 8b«fll«14 
(Great Harrington) and Kindertaook. It was the route that bad Wen need as far back 
aa IOCS. Tbere were aereral otber routes, but tbej were not rnneb In nee. A new waj 
waa cut from Kortbampton to Albany, in IT&t, b«t H was In an Imperfect eondltloB, 
impaasable for wheels. Tbere waa another waj from Deerlleld throvgh Charlemoat 
to Fort Jf assachnsetts, thence to the fort at Booeack. 
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l)lau, sent a detachment of one thousand English and two 
hundred Indians to ** catch the enemy in their retreat.*' 
The battle which followed has been many times described, 
and need not be enlarged upon, as many incidents relating 
to it will be found in the journal and correspondence of 
Col. Pomeroy. 

c»pt. iuwiey*« Capt. Elisha Hawley, who lost his life in 
Journal. this engagement, was a son of the second 

Joseph Hawley, and an only brother of 
Major Joseph, He had seen much service during King 
George's War on the frontiei's, and was at one time in 
command at Fort Massachusetts. It was at the latter post 
in 1748, when serving as lieutenant under Capt. Ephraim 
Williams, that he had been wounded. He was a capable, 
efficient and jwpular officer. In the last week of March, 
1755, he received an order to enlist a company for the 
Crown Point expedition, and in a short time he had fifty- 
tln*ee Northampton men ready to marclu With his com- 
pany he went forward with the advanced guard to the 
building of Fort Lyman, was in the thick of the fight in 
the ** bloody morning scout," where he was wounded Sept. 
8***, and died on the 24*^. His journal, commenced when 
he left home for the army, and continued till the day before 
his wound, giving an account of the services of the North- 
ampton company, is api)ended in full : — ^ 

June 26*** 1755 set out from Northampton for Albany in 
order to proceed in the Expedition against Crownjioint, 
road to Westf^ and Lodged there 

fryday 27*^ road to Sheflf** in Company with Cap* Porter 
and several others Lodged at Sheldons 

28*'' Saturday road to Lodewicks between Kenderhook & 
Albany. A rainy afternoon 

29*** Sunday road to Greenbush found most of my Com- 
pany who left Northampton before me Arrived, and station 
i in Col Ranslier Bam — I myself with Ens" Smith got a 

birth in one End of House where we were very Courtyously 
Treated by one Lawnson who lived there. 

1 Th* Journal of Capt. Hawlej is copied from tbe oi1gin*l M88. in tlie HawIoj p»> 
pert, which form pert of the Ubnury of the Utc Ocorgc Bancroft, now in the Lenox 
Ubrarj« New York atf. 
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30'^ mouday Continued at Col Ransliers with my Com- 
pany 

July r* 2* 3* V* nothing remarkable 

6'^ Sat unlay Col: Williams and many other Officers of 
his Regiment arrive<l— L' Pomroy Came with Col: Wil- 
liams, and quairterd with us at y* Col' 

9*^ Wednesday Gen* Johnson Came to review the army 
the Regiments were all drawn up to receive him 

10*** Gov' Shirley Arrived at Albany in Order to go to 
Niagara 

IV^ this day there was an Indians Scalp brought from 
Kinderhook to Albany 

12*** we were order'd to Carry our tents which I had the 
day before taken out of the Stores up the river as far as 
Col Skylers, where the were order'd to be set up 

IG'** Sunday hear'd m' Becket pi*each in Connecticut 
Cam)i — but the Col" with many of the Comi)anys were very 
busey in seting up our tents at the flats 

14'** this Day we were again reveiu'd* by Gov' Shirley at 
Greenbush 

15'* were Employed in Carr3ing batoos from the yard to J 

the river 

IC'** Wednesday rec** Orders to git our Stores ready and 
march with Gen* Lyman up to the Carrying place 

17*** moved up to Col: Skylers 

W^ 19'^ 20'^ & 21" were Employed in getting and Load- 
ing Stores 

22** Tuesday set out from the flats in Company with Col: 
Ruggles's Regiment and three Companys of Col: Williams's 
besides our own went to the half moon*about 12''* miles 
above the City 

23'** Set along up the river with our batoos the water this 
day that we past overwa* very bad a great part of the way i 

falls 

24*** Set out again Up the river after we had unloaded 
our batoos to about 2 barrels weight ; about 2 aClock came 
to still water where Gen* Lyman with his regiment was \ 

Encamp^ we pitch our tents on the E* side the river alittle 
above the mouth of Scattacook river 

1 R«Tlewed. The word is Um original Is Terj IntftetlMt. I 

S So In original tiannterlpt. . - I 
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25'^ 20'^ 27'»» 28»* Lay at Still water were employ*ed in 
Clearing the road for y* Waggons to Come with our Stores 

29"* Set out for Surrotoga with our Stores that were 
brought up by wagg[ons] as well as with what we brought 
in the batoos : Arrived tl»ere a little before night and 
Encamp* 

30*** & 31*** tarrieil at our Camps and were many of us 
Employed in reimiring y* romls &c 

Agust 1* struck our tents and moved up the river about 
four miles — Cros'd a bar in the river where the water fell 
about six or seven feet drew our batoos over this bar by 
roi>es with much difficulty — Encamp* at y* foot of another 
pair of falls 

2** unloaded our Battoes and drew 'em up the falls and 
Carry 'd our stotes by in Waggons : L* Pomroy was this 
day very HI. 

3'' Sunday Loaded our batoos again and set out for the 
Carrjing Place where we arrived alittle before night — L* 
Pomroy was this day quite Sick, we Carry'd him in the 
batoos 

4'** this day Ens' Smith was taken very Sick with a 
bloody flux which prevails very much in the army — L* 
Pomroy is. still very sick 

5*** Sent out Several Scouts 

G*** the Scouts sent yesterday return'd — this day one of 
our army was whip'd 100 stripes for the most vile Cursing 
& Swareing 

7*** we were very busy in geting timber & bark for a 
storehouse & fort— Ens' Smith very sick L* Pomroy 
better 

8*** still busied in getting timber & framing it 

9ih iQih ijik 22«>» 13*"* Continued at y« Carrying place 
were imploy'd about y* building as before 

Thursday 14*** Gen* Johnson Came to us with about 40 
Indians. Col: Williams Companys that were behind. Col: 
Titcomb Sc Col: Quttriges Regiments, and some of the 
Rhode Islanders 

16*** 15*** Nothing remarkable 

17*** Sunday this day we were Join'd by the remainder of 
the R. Islanders and the New Yorkers, with a large num- 
ber of Waggons loaded with Stores 
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18^^ this day 6ne Sam** Stebbins of middleton was 
drowed iu y* river against y* Camp— 'twas Supposed he had 
a fit by some tho 'tis not Certain what was the occation of 
his drowning 

19'^ this day we were imploy'd in Grinding axs Court 
martials &c Nothing very remarkable 

20*** began to Intrench about y* Fort by Cap* Ayres di- 
rection 

21'** Continued the Intrencbment a scout arrived from 
Crownpoint 

22"* Continued y* work at y* trench &c 

23'' Saturday tlio women wlio have followed us every 
time the army came together were sent away from the 
army by Onler of Council 

24*^ Sunday I went to Clear the road towards Lake S* 
Sacrament with about 400 men— m' Williams preach'd at 
y* camp 

25** work'd again at y* road &c 

26'"* the Gen" with Col: Ruggles. Col: Williams's & Col: 
Gutteridges Reg"*' and some of the Yorkers and Rhode 
Islan<lers set out for Lake S* Sacrament we had about 150 
waggons with us and 5 field peices went about 4 miles and 
Lodged 

27*^ Continued our march went about G miles this day 

28 Set out again for the Lake where we arrived about 4 
O'clock— from the foot at Lydias to the Lake a fine road 

29*** spent the day in Clearing y* Ground about y* end of 
the Lake & — 

30*** this day we were join'd by about 160 Indians— fir'd 
y* Cannon at y' Coming were Employ'd as Yesterday 

31*^ Attended publick worship &c 

Sep^ 1*^ this morning about 50 men deserted because they 
were refused their back Allowance of Rum &c L* Nicson 
of Col: Ruggles's Regiment went after 'em about 4 or five 
miles and brought 'em all back to the Camp 

2^ had news by the Indians that the French had not se- 
cured the Carrying place at y* N, end the Lake 

3** Wednesday Gen' Lyman Came up to us with his own 
& Col: Titcomb's Regiment 

4th 5th Qik nothing remarkable, stores were Continually 
Coming in Waggons &c 
11 
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7*** Sunday, Last night we had a Gten" 'Alarm in y* Camp 
occation by the Cent* hearing something 

[After this the journal contains a number of blank leaves 
followed by the following : — ] 
Province to my Company, 
July 22** To 24 days work in the battoes 
To 24 more ditto . 
To 24 ditto . 
To 7 days work @ y* roads 
To5d* . 

To 24 days work in batoos 
To 5 days work at y* roads 
To 14 ditto . 
to 30 days work in Batooes 
to 10 da}'s work in Batoos 
to 24 days work in Batoos 
To 8 days works at y* roads 
To 3 days work at getting bark 
To 15 days work at getting bark 
To 8 days work at getting timber 
9*** To 3 days work at fraiming 
10'** To 16 days work at y* timber 

To 12 days work at gitting timber 
To 6 days work at y* road . 
to three days d* . 
to 4 days work about y* Hospital 
18*** to G days works at the Hospital 
24*** 10 days work at y* road 

25*'» to 12 ditto 

28**» to 10 ditto 

29**»&30 10 ditto .... 

[Then follows on the last page the following memo- 
randa : — 1 
Aug** ir** 1755 

Memorandum d' Serj* Bardwell 4 dollars to purchase 
Stores at Albany 

The weight of the beef 8c tallow we had of Gen" Lyman 
529*^ 
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capi. Ha«ie7*« lmi Capt, Hawley WAS shot tlirough the left 
*^**'- breast; the ball was cut out near the 

shoulder-blade, having pierced the left 
lobe of the lungs. For nearly three weeks he lingered, 
hovering Wtween life and death ; the surgeon at one time 
exprossetl some slight hope of his recovery. His last mo- 
ments before the fatal march were occupie<l in writing to 
his brother, and this letter full of brotherly affection is 
given below. Major Hawley was too ill to undertake a 
journey to the camp when he learned the sorrowful tidings. 
That sod duty devolved upon his brother-in-law, Major 
Samuel Clarke, who cheered and soothed the last few days 
of the wouudetl and dying man. 

*' Lake St. Sacrament (now called Lake Qeorge) 
8'^ Sept. 1755. 
*' I rec*d yonr letter dated at Springfield the 29*^ of August wherein 
yon manifest a great concern for ui and tell me that if yon should hear 
from OS that we were likely to proceed to effect, yon are reedlTed, 
Providence permitting, to come to na. Sr. I suppose *tis the fixed d^ 
termination of the chief officers of the army, to proceed to Crown point 
as soon as we are joined hy the recraits that we hear are raised, *tis ap* 
prehended the consequences of onr retoming without going thro* with 
what was projected when we set ont wonld be so fatal that I beliera 
we shall be ordered to proceed altho* our Numbers should not be equal 
to the Numbers that we are informed are at Crown point— but with 
respect to yonr Coming I have but little to say. I should be very glad 
to have your company, but I am sensible that you are needed at home 
on many accounts. Shall leave the matter to your prudence. Should 
be very glad Lt. Lyman would come and join us and Capt. Dwight, but 
I fear they will on some account or other excuse themselves. While I 
am writing one of our Scouts who has just come in informs that the 
day before yesterday they discovered a little west of the drowned land 
the tracks of a very large body of French and Indians, who were just 
gone ~ they say they made as great signs as our army and they suppoae 
intend to attack us or the fort at Lydias*8 but perhaps their design may 
be only to attack some of our wagons as they come up with store*. We 
have sent again to make further discovery and I hope they may be dia> 
appointed in their design. 

'* Sr. we have now another messenger arrived who informs that he 
was on the road to Lydias*s from this place in company with 8 wagoos» 
which were going from hence for Loads (it seems they went from us 
without leave) he says the wagons before him were fired upon bj y* 
Enemy — he heard a great outcry and fled, and is now got to us. I am 
this minute a going out in Company with five hundred men to tee if 
we can Intercept *em in their retreat, or find their canoes in the 
drowned Land, and therefore must conclude this letter. 
** from y loving and only Brother 

EU8HA Hawlbt.** 
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CHAPTER XX. 

FOURTH FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 

coL Pomeroy't The joumal of the Crown Point expedition 
journaL \jy Col. Seth Pomeroy, which is much more 

full than that of Capt. Hawley, follows : — 
Nortliampton, July 1, 1755. 

Tuesday, set out from home to the Expedition to Crown 
Point Arrived at Westfield, lodged at Clapp's Tuesday 
and Weilnesday night. 

Thursday, set off for Stockbridge, arrived there at dusk, 
next day afternoon set out for Cantuhook lodged there'. 

Saturday morning set off for Albany, arrived there about 
noon or twelve o'clock. 

Sabbath morning, July 6***, 1755. Went to Mr. Ogelbee's 
church, both fore and afternoon, preached an excellent ser- 
mon, text from Psalms to prove a Divine Providence. To- 
day it rained forenoon. 

Monday, ?**. Showery at night. Gen. Johnson came to 
Albany. I supped with him that night at Landlord Lut- 
tridge's. Stayed with him till about 11 of the clock, was 
well pleased vrith his company. 

Tuesday, the 8'**. The field officers waited upon General 
Johnson. 

Wednesday, 9^^. The army that encamped two miles be- 
low Albany the General went down to view, being mus- 
tered in regimental order and was pleased with their ap- 
pearance. 

Thursday, 10^*. Governor Shirley came to town with 
several officers and two companies of soldiers for his army. 
At his arrival the cannon in the fort was discharged, the 
field officers that were in town waited upon the Governor 
and drank a glass of wine with him. 

i 
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Friday, 11**. Governor Shirley invited General Jolmson 
and the field officers of the Crown Point expedition to dine 
with him (viz. the colonels). We accordingly waited upon 
him and were well entertained. 

Saturday, the 12**". I dined with Maj. General Lyman 
at Col. Rensalers ; this was a showery day and it hath been 
showery every day this week. 

Sabbath day, IS**". I attended public worship at Mr. 
Oglobee's Church, both fore and afternoon. In the fore- 
noon Governor Shirley and Gen. Johnson were there, the 
sennon was well mlapt^Ml to the occasion. 

Monday, 14**. A very hot day, the army mustered down 
at the camp the Generals to view them, in the afternoon 
up at the flats where part of the army lay they were mus- 
tered for the Gejieral to view. 

Tuesday, 15**. Dry and hot no news. 

Wednesday, 10**. Tlie hottest of weather. 

Thursday, 17**. Dined with General Johnson, at about 
7 of the clock at night left Albany to go forward to Crown 
Point. Arrived at Col. Seyton*s lodged there that night • 

at the flats so called. 

Friday, 18**. Staid at Col. Seyton*8 that day, well enter- 
tained but the hottest of weather. 

Saturday, 19**. Major General Lyman went oflf from 
Col. Seyton's at the Flats with his regiment with about 20 
of the Dutch waggons took part of the stores in the after- 
noon, about 4 of the clock it rained. 

Sabbath day, 20**. Somewhat cloudy in the forenoon — 
no rain — Mr. Page preached both forenoon and after. 

Monday, 21. A fair morning still staid at the Flats. 

Tuesday, 22. Rain in the forenoon, afternoon Col. Rug- 
gles and our Battoes went off with part of the stores. 

Wednesday, 23. All the forenoon I loade<l waggons with ' 

our stores. Set out myself about 12 of the clock from CoL 
Seyton^s at the flats, arrived at the upper end of the Half 
Moon lodged in the tent. 

Thursday, the 24. I set out with a guard of 100 men to [ 

guard the wagons up to Stillwater. Arrived there at 12 i 

of the clock, dined with Maj. Gen. Lyman. ! 

Friday, 26**. This day a steady rain so we kept pretty | 

close in our tenta ! 

i 
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Saturday, 26***. A fair day, we are still at Stillwater and 
employed getting up stores. 

Sabbath day, 27. A fair day, attended public worship 
both fore and after noon. Mr. Williams preached. Last 
Friday died an Indian soldier who enlisted from Natick^ is 
the first one I have heard of who has died since we arrived 
at Albany. 

Monday, 28. This is a fair day. A Court Martial was 
held on 5 deserters in General Lyman's regiment, there not 
being time to finish it adjourned over to Wednesday at 
Saratoga. 

Tuesday, 29. This day Gen. Lyman gave orders for all 
our army (now at Stillwater) to remove up to Saratoga all 
our stores were put into the battoes and we all Marched oflf 
between 11 and 12 of the clock with our 2 field brass pieces 
a number of men to guard on each side of the river. We 
all came up, viz : Gen. Lyman*s Col. Ruggles regiment and 

4 of Col. William's companies. Arrived at Saratoga about 

5 in the afternoon. 

Wednesday, 30. A very rainy night last night and this 
morning, we are now encamped at Saratoga. Our regi- 
ments today are being reviewed, and clearing our camps 
and up the. road towards the carrying place, the after- 
noon fair weather. 

Thursday, 31. A fair day. 300 men sent up towards the 
carrying place to mend the roads, and about 50 down the 
road towards Stillwater to complete the bridges that were 
defective that way which are all finished. A number to 
the fort at Saratoga to search for cannon balls, and they 
dug up about 1100 shot and brought them to our camp 
which was above a mile above the old fort. Saratoga is a 
rich fertile soil, full of feed, though well stocked with cat- 
tle and horses, yet loaded with grass more than. the cattle 
can eat. 

Friday, Aug. 1, 1755. Set out this day from Saratoga 
with all our stores loaded in the Battoes, came to the first 
fall about 11 of the clock and at about 5 in the afternoon 
got all our battoes up with the stores which were about 200 
and a very great fatigue we had ; then we went on to the 
next fall, there we encamped at the bottom of the large 
falL 
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Satunlay, 2. This morniug a f1et4U*hnient of 200 men 
went forward to mend the roads and about GO back to 
mend some tliat were not finished ; before the remainder of 
the nnny landcnl tlie battoes and took them up the falls, 
all the lmtt<H's ^ot up that carrying place which is 4 or 5 
niiU»s aliove Saratoga. 

Sablmth 3'^, 1755. Our army set out from that landing 
alnive th<*se falls at half an hour after 10 of the clock and 
came to Fort Nicholson about 6 at night, with our battoes 
and the stones but the two field pieces that we brought all 
that way with us were not able to arrive there that day the 
way not Ix^ing all repaired* 

Monday, 4*^, at Fort Nicholson. A very rainy night last 
night and this morning till noon. Our stores received con- 
sideraible damage in landing so late last night, but took 
good care of them in the morning ; this is a pleasant well 
situatetl place here at the carrying or Fort Nicholson. 

Tuesday, 5**. A fair pleasant day. A scout of 30 men 
sent to Wood Creek and another scout of 10 men sent to 
Lake St Sacrament 

Weilnesday, C*. A fair day. The scout sent out yester- 
day returned today bring no news of the enemy ; there is 
a considerable number of our army now that are sick. I 
myself have been ill these two days but not confined. I 
hope it will wear off. We have made a thorough search in 
our bread cask, and find much damage in the bread, the 
cask being poorly made. A soldier one Bickenstaff was 
whipt for profane swearing, a sodomitical attempt 100 
lashes and drummed out of the army with a rope about his 
neck, and ordered to be sent to a convenient place there to 
be kept and placed till the Crown Point expedition was 
over. 

Thursday, Aug. 7***. A fair day, orders given to build 
two store houses— hands sent to cut and hew timber, peal 
bark and a considerable number of sticks of hewn timber 
was drawn by men with a rope. A scout of men came in 
today who had discovered the tracks of about 20 Indians 
about a mile to the E^t, travelling to the South. 

Friday, 8***. We are now a great number of hands bring- 
ing timber, pealing bark and framing store houses. A 
scout of about 30 men sent to the drowned lands to see 
what discovery can be made that way. 
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Saturday, 9**. A fair day. Many hands at labor, cut- 
ting timber and drawing it for our fort. This day I made 
me a bedstead and lodged in it at night ; wrote a letter 
home in the evening which was my 5^**. 

Sabbath day, August 10, 1755. A fair day. Mr. Williams 
preached both fore and afternoon and a number of hands 
at work at the fort. Two men were sent this morning to 
Albany. A scout this day who came in who went last Fri- 
day for the drowned lands, but did not [reach] their de- 
signed place. Made but little discovery of the enemy. 

Monday, 11. A fair day. Several scouts came in, made 
no discovery, a small number of men went down the river 
fishing and hunting, and brought in one cfeer, and about 30 
large fish, some as big as a cod and much the same sort of 
flesh both in looks and taste. 

Tuesday, 12. A fair day. About 300 men sent towards 
Fort Ann to repair the roads. A considerable number of 
our army not well, the common illness that attends armies, 
but none died. Many have recovere<1 that have been sick. 

Wednesday, 13 Aug. A fair hot day and we finished the 
timber work of our store house which is in the form of an 
L, 70 feet one way and 40 the other, 150 feet wide at the 
north end of it. A guard house 30 feet in length 15 in 
breadth with a mount upon the north end of it, the roofs 
of the whole sheds inwards ; upon the outside about 12 feet 
high, in two stories are loop holes to fire out of. A mount 
at the west comer of the river bank enclosed from the west 
end of the store house to the mount with stockades, from 
the northwardly end straight to the bank of the river with 
the same, and on the river bank to the aforesaid mount at 
the west end, so enclosed about half an acre of land. 

Thursday, 14. A fair day. This day General Johnson 
came to the carrying place at the entrance to our camp. 
We fired our two field pieces, and aided him into the fort 
by an intervail of the army. 

Friday, 15. The forenoon fair, the afternoon showery. 
A council sat in the forenoon and agreed to send for 400 
men to New York, Connecticut 500 and Massachusetts 500 ; 
all of which we have ordered to raise the above said num- 
ber of men in case they are needed. 

Saturday, 16. A cloudy day. A post was this day sent 
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to the several governmeuts with orders to send men to our 
relief. I sent letters by them to my sons at New Haven 
and to my wife at home. 

Sabbath day, 17***, 1755. A fair day. So much business 
this forenoon that no sermon. Met at 11 oVIock, sang and 
publicly prayed. Orders given for a meeting 5 o'clock in 
the afternoon. Just after we mot and began prayers news 
came that the waggons were attacked by 300 Indians. I 
was immediately ordered with about 400 men to march di- 
rectly in the utmost hixsie to their relief, but after going 
about 4 miles down the road got to the rear of all the wag- 
gons and meeting Col. Cockraft he informed me it was a 
false alarm, so we had to march back doing no service. 

Monday, 18***, 1755. A fair day. A scout went oft for 
Fort Massachusetts. I sent a letter by one Chapin to my 
wife. A man in swimming its thought was taken with the 
cramp or a fit, sunk down though a great number of peo- 
ple were neair, yet no one went in soon enough to get him 
out alive ; one depended on another and some were afraid 
to go in so that the poor man perished. The fourth man 
we have lost and the first by accident 

Tuesday, 19. A fair day. A council sat this day at 
Head Quart<.'rs, and concluded that 1900 of our army as 
soon as wo should have intelligence, should march forward 
to clear the road to the next water and build store houses 
and a fort, and also voted that all the women should be 
sent out of the camp the first opportunity of conveyance 
and not return to it again. — 

Wednestlay, 20***. A fair day. Capt. Ayers with one of 
his wild schemes set to work 200 or 300 men to dig a 
trench round our store house with a design to secure the 
store house, but if I was to judge by the present appear- 
ance of things, an ill constructed piece of fortification. 

Thursday, 21 Aug. A rainy morning and fair after- 
wards in the afternoon. 4 Indians came that General 
Johnson sent to Canada before he left home, the news. if 
any comes afterwards. Capt. Parson the head of the scout 
that went 5 days ago came in this day, but could find no 
road to the broad way, which was his business to look out, 
it being all mountainous so not to be cast with cannon or 
waggons. 
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Friday, 22. This a fair day. A council sat at 3 of the 
clock in the afternoon to consider some things of impor- 
tance. 

Saturday, 23. The Council that sat yesterday adjourned 
over to 9 of the clock this day, and voted to send to the 
several Governments for a reinforcement, having news 
from 4 Indians who came from Canada that they had made 
a party much sui)erior to our own. This a fair hot day. 

Sabbath day, 24*^. Sent a letter by Major Foot to my 
son Seth at New Haven. Sent my 7*** to my wife by a 
scout across to Fort Massachusetts, and one to Major Haw- 
ley and to Elisha Pomeroy. A thunder shower today. 
Mr. Williams fore and afternoon. 

Monday, 25. A fair day ; this day the express went off 
that was to have gone yesterday. 

Tuesday, 26. Orders given to march with about 2000 
men, and a number of waggons to carry cannon and stores. 
We set off about 4 of the clock in the afternoon, 6 or 8 
cannon fired at our departure. We proceeded a little above 
the falls which were about four miles There encamped 
with our army under hemlock and bush shelters. 

Wednesday, 27'**. A fair morning. We set out with 
our army i an hour after 7 o'clock in the morning went on 
about 4 or 5 miles then stopped, eat pieces of ham broken 
bread and cheese, drank some fresh lemon punch and the 
best of wine with General Johnson and some of the field 
officers, we staid about an hour and then marched on slow 
for the road was not clear, but a large number of hands 
clearing before the army. 

Thursday, 28. Our army encamped at a good brook 
about half way from the carrying place to the lake ; a 
small party of Indians went off to hunt a little above last 
night ; they killed and brought in 3 deer ; they gave me a 
thigh of one on which I supped and breakfasted next morn- 
ing with a good appetite. Set out about 8 of the clock 
t with our army having early sent about 400 men to cut our 

I way ; about noon stopped and dined with General Johnson 

by a small brook under a tree ; eat a good dinner of cold 
i boiled and i*oast venison, drank good fresh lemon punch 

and wine, we came to the Lake about 4 of the clock. 

Friday, 29^**. A fair cold day, strong wind at north* 
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Tliiri clay cloiiriiig the land about our camp, our waggons 
8eiit Imck for loading, some addition of Gen. Johnson's 
Indians. 

Saturday, 30. A fair day, wind strong at north pretty 
cold, about noon there came in about 180 of Gen. John- 
son's Indians, wo made an intervail with our army that was 
off duty— The Indians fired off their guns at the entrance 
to our c]unp, and with our cannon wc fired two rounds. 
We have now about 280 Indians with us, they seem to be 
engagetl in our interest but timt^ only will prove their sin- 
cerity, and show whether they will fight for us or not 

Sablmth day, Aug. 31, 1755. A fair day. In the fore- 
noon Mr. Williams preached a sermon to Indians by Inter- 
preters. In the afternoon one to the English in the camp, 
at 5 of the cl(K*k, a Mr. Newell, a young gentleman in the 
Rhode Island Government a chaplain of Capt. Babcock*s 
preachcnl a very good sennon from Christ*s Sermon on the 
Mount, "Love your Enemies." At night came the wag- 
gons loaded with stores and artillery. This day at the 
carrying place 4 or 5 men being out together 2 or 3 miles 
from the fort, 2 of the men together, one sitting on a log 
the others standing by a tree, the Indians fired at those 2 
men and killed one on the spot. An Indian fellow belong- 
ing to Connecticut and the other an English man — one Dib- 
ble was wounded and taken ; the other 2 or 3 men made 
their escape they being a little distance. 

Monday, Sept. 1, 1755. A fair day. Early in the morn- 
ing a great uneasiness tending to mutiny in our army. In 
Capt. Jones company 30 or upwards marched off with their 
packs on their backs and guns clubbed. Others threaten- 
ing to go, we mustered 30 odd men and sent after the runa- 
ways and they brought them back about 1 or 2 of the clock 
in the afternoon. At night the army seemed more com- 
posed. Today went, sent out a scout of 30 English and 4 
or 5 Indians. The Indians Scout daily both on the Lake 
and on the land. 

Tuesday, 2*'. The scout is returned that went yesterday, 
but made no discovery ; a number of waggons came tlds 
day loaded with stores. Sec. This is a fair pleasant day, 
pretty hot. 

Wednesday, 3^', 1755. A fair day. A number of wag- 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 HISTORY OF NORTUAUPTOK. [IWK. 

gons came this day. Maj. Gen. Lyman with his regiment 
and Col. Titcomb with part of liis came and about 10 In- 
dians. The whole number of Indians now here is about 
300. Today we have the sorrowful news of 4 men dying at 
the carrying Tuesday and Wednesday nights, who were the 
first men we have had die there with sickness, and they had 
been there at Fort Nicholson about a month, but many are 
now sick at the carrying place. 

Thursday, 4. Last night a shower beginning about 12 of 
the clock held till the day, followe<l a fair day. Sent a let- 
ter to my wife this day which was the 8*^ and one to 
Brother Deacon Pomeroy and received one this day fi'om 
Charles Phelps. I am fiehl officer this day, the first turn I 
have had since I came to Fort George, went the grand 
rounds at 11 of the clock at night Came back about 12. 

Friday, 5'**, 1755. This a cold day, something cloudy ; 
sent out a scout of about 50 white and about 4 or 5 Indians. 
Old Hendrick was one of the Indians. I eat a dinner of 
venison and squash this day which seemed to taste like our 
own county food. 

Saturday, 6**". The scout sent out yesterday came in to- 
day and discovered nothing. Today somewhat cloudy but 
no rain. An alarm about 12 of the clock last night 
throughout the whole army but it proved a false alarm ; 
we have an account of 8 persons that have died down at the 
carrying place this week, which is double the number that 
have since we came to Albany. They were all strangers to 
me. 

Sabbath day, 7. A fair day but small showers. About 
200 waggons came this day loaded chiefly with battoes. I 
attended public worship this day. News at night of a large 
body of men travelling south up or near the Wood Creek. 

Monday, Sept. 8. Upon the account of the large body of 
men that were tracked, the account came in last night— we 
this morning sent out about 1200 men, near 200 of them our 
Indians went down the road towards the carrying place and 
had got about 3 miles, when they were ambushed and fired 
upon by the French and Indians. A number of our men 
who were in the van returned the fire and fought bravely, 
but many of our men in the rear fled, the others being 
overmatched were obliged to fight upon a retreat and a 
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very handsome retreat they made, by continuing their fire 
and then retreating a little, and then rise and give them a 
brisk fire and so continued till they came within about } of 
a mile from our camp — then was the last fire our men gave 
our enemies, which killed great numbers of them ; they 
were seen to drop as pigeons that put the enemy to a little 
Btop— they very soon drove on with undaunted courage 
down to our camp, the regulars came rank and file about 6 
abreast so reached near 20 rods length in close order ; the 
Cana<1ians and Indians took the left wing helter skelter 
down along towards tlie camp ; they had the advantage of 
the ground— passing over hollow and rising a knoll within 
gun shot, then took trees and logs and places to hide them* 
selves— we made the best shift we could for batteries to get 
behind but had but few minutes to do it in ; as soon as they 
all came within shot of the regulars rank and file they 
came towards that part of the camp, where we had drawn 
up 3 or 4 field pieces, the others towards the west part of 
the camp, there I placed myself and part of Col. Ruggles 
and of our regiment along together— the fire began between 
11 and 12 of the clock and continued till near five in the 
afternoon— the most violent fire perhaps that ever was 
heard of in this country in any battle. Then we beat them 
off the ground— we took the French General wounded, and 
near 30 of his men, a considerable number dead on the 
ground, and by the account of the Qeneral and others we 
took— the greater part of his officers killed and his army 
broken to pieces— the number they lost we have no certain 
account but by what we found and what the prisoners tell 
us their loss is not less than 4 or 500 men. 

Tuesday, Sept. 9. This a fair hot day. We are about 
the melancholy work of burying our dead that were killed 

here in the camp yesterday ; their number is and we 

are making some sort of a fortification or battlement to 
stand behind to fight in case the enemy should attack us 
again which we daily expect 

Wednesday, 10*^. A fair day and hot I went out today 
with the command of about 400 men to bury the dead 
bodies of those slain in battle the 8'** inst We spent the 
day in a melancholy piece of business and put into the 
ground 136 bodies of men, we put up and brought in a great 
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quantity of the French stores, guns, blankets, hatchets, 
&c, of provisions 2 or 3 waggon loads ; brought in at night 
the names of the dea<]. I have not time nor room to men- 
tion them but my brother Lt. Daniel Pomeroy was one of 
the brave, heroic number that fell in that memorable battle 
which will never be forgot. Sent an express to Col. W"*' 
Hatfield by Capt. Fellows who went away from the camp 
about 12 o'clock this day. 

Thui-sday, 11^**, 1755. A number more sent out to pick 
up what they could find left on the battle and found 

the bodies of I think about 4 of our men, a number of the 
enemy that were hid and buried and a great quantity of 
stores the enemy left in their flight. 

Friday, 12***. Fine hot weather but a melancholy place, 
so many of our near friends taken away and their places 
left vacant. We are more and more convinced that our 
enemies have met with a great slaughter by picking up 
their things that in their hase they ran off and left. Three 
companies of Provincial forces being new recruits came in. 
An express was sent today by Capt. Wyman. 

Saturday, 13'**. Still fine warm weather ; upon the ex- 
amination of the General and other prisoners we find out 
their designs who came with the full expectation to cut us 
all off, but to their great surprise their well laid schemes 
were turned upon their own heads. 

Sabbath day, 14*S Sept 1755. Mr. Williams preached 
both fore and afternoon and a melancholy time it was to 
find so many of our brave men missing, but when consid- 
ered how we were delivered we might well sing of mercy 
and of judgment. A number of waggons came this day 
also 22 cattle sent by the provinces. 

Monday. Hot and showery ; a part of the waggons went 
down for stores today, and the French prisoners that could 
be conveyed on waggons carried off for Albany. 

Tuesday, 16'**. Some waggons did not start till this 
morning, then they went off, and the French General in a 
horse litter. Cold last night but today fair and pleasant. 
We have got our whole camp fortified with some battle- 
ments to stand behind to fight with small arms— our cannon 
all mounted and placed ready for firing. 

Wednesday, 17'\ 1755. Today it was ordered that Lt- 
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Col. Gilbert act as Col. in the late Col. Epliraim Williams 
regiment, and Capt. Oadiire act as Major in the same regi- 
ment. Today a very cold rain— the soldiers are very much 
pinched, having lost their clothes in the late battle. 

Thursday, 18***, Sept. A fair day. Sent Seargeut Bard- 
well with 3 other men, with letters to Col. Williams, Hat- 
field, a number of waggons came this day to bring stores 
of which we were most out. 

Friday, 19. A fair day. A considerable number of sol- 
diers in our regiment set out for homo, being in an ill stat« 
of health and some wounded, so unfit for service here. The 
waggons that went yesterday came back today. 

Saturday, Sept. 20. Fair and pleasant. Sam^l Clarke 
from Northampton with letters from my friends at home, 
one from my wife, which I received with joy though it 
found me in an ill state of health by reason of a severe 
cold which is now common in the camp. 

Sabbath day, 21. Cloud j' and some rain, we had preach- 
ing in the forenoon, in the aftenioon none by reason of the 
rain ; the main body of the Indians went off a few days 
after the battle of the 8*^ inst with a quantity of plun- 
der they had picked up after the fight, being much more 
forward for that than to. fight. They carried off no doubt 
many of our goods, and things left by our people in the 
battle and not suffered themselves to be searched before 
they went off. Today 4 went away which I think is the 
last and if they ha<l never come among us it had been much 
better for us I think if they had never joined us. 

Monday, 22"^. Moderate weather for the season, but 
showery. I have been and still am in an ill state by reason 
of 'a great cold but not confined and able to walk about. 
Recruits and stores are daily joining us. 

Tuesday, 23, 1755. Very ill with a bad cold. Last night 
and today cloudy and misty, not much rain. A great num- 
ber of waggons and 2 or 3 companies came in today. We 
had news at night by a scout we sent out of an army of 
men supposed to be designed for this camp or Fort Ed- 
ward, at the great carrying place. 

Wednesday, 24. A fair day. Col. Ruggles with his reg- 
iment moved down to Fort Edward to take the command 
there. Tonight came in Capt. Rogers with 2 men who 
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went with him 10 days ago to view Crown Point; they 
were witliin fair sight of Crown Point for 2 days and saw 
the eminence upon the west side where the French were at 
work making trenches round where we intended to build 
some works. At 7 of the clock at night Capt Hawley died 
of the wound he received in the memorable battle Sept. 8. 
Eleazar Harmon and Elijah King went away this day. 
Sent a letter to my wife and one to Seth. 

Thursday, 25**" Sept. This morning I got a coffin made 
forCapt. Hawley and at 11 of the clock in the forenoon 
attended his funeral, apiwinted four bearers, viz : Capt. 
House, Capt. Burt, Capt. Doolittle and Capt. Burk. Mr. 
Williams made a praj^er, the funeral was attended with 
decency and order. Waggons stores new recruits &c 
flocking in upon us. Showery day. 

Friday, 20**. Received a letter from Col. Israel Wil- 
liams, dated Sept. Major Samuel Clark went oflE today a 
little after noon. Sent letters to CoL Williams and one to 
Major Hawley. Some showers today. A number of wag- 
gons came in. 

Saturday, 27. Last night a very cold night and a white 
frost this morning but a pleasant day. A council of war 
eat today to consider of things of importance and not being 
able to finish adjourned to some future time, the day not 
mentioned. Capt Rogers with 2 others went off this even- 
ing to Ticonderoga. 

Sabbath day, 28. A cold night last night. Many people 
were poorly by reason of colds which are very much 
brought upon them by reaf^on of the cold and their suffer- 
ings from want of clothing, having lost their blankets and 
some of their clothes in the battle of the 8** Inst. Mr. 
Williams preached today forenoon and afternoon. In the 
afternoon exercise Elisha Pomeroy came to our camp. 

Monday, 29**. A scout of 20 men being out today found 
an Indian about 4 miles off and his thigh broken and 
broiight him in at night, he was examined ; he was one of 
the Penobscot Tribe, the 2**^ man in that tribe who was at 
the treaty last summer at the Eastwanl country. The fel- 
low had his thigh broken in the battle of the 8** Sept and 
had lived ever since in the woods, though it is pretty cer- 
tain he had some company within that time which was 21 
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days aud we und«)r8tood by hira that there were a number 
to come the next day to carry him oflF. 

Tuesday, 30, 1755. A windy cloudy day, some showers. 
Capt Rogers with 4 men who went up tlie lake last Satur- 
day night in order to view Ticonderoga returned. They 
took a good view of that place and found in their judg- 
ments to be as many if not more encam|)e<l there than we 
have in tins place and they were building a fort. They saw 
a battoe with ten men in it put off and come up the Lake ; 
they hnstene<l back and place<l themselves in a narrow 
place on a point of land to wait their return ; the battoe 
then went up to an island, the men landed and stayed a 
little while and then came back and coming by Capt. Rog- 
ers aud his 4 men within gun shot they fired ui)on the bat- 
toe with 9 Indians and one Frenchman in it, and killed 3 
at the first shot and so they continued firing till they had 
shot four or five times apiece, and killed or so disabled six ^ 
of them, that they were not able to i>a<Idle the battoe and 
only four could work— they put in their canoe and jumped 
into it pursued them till they had almost caught up to 
them, and came so near the French army that they sent out 
a number of their battoes after them, so our people were 
obliged to turn and make the best of their way off, but 
they all arrived safe without any harm from the enemy^ 
and a bold adventure it was. 

Wednesday, Oct. 1. Tliis a fair day ; began today to 
build a fort for cannon and one quarter of our army was 
appointed to work at it. A man went out a little beyond 
the fort, lit on a Frenchman deserted from the army at 
Ticonderoga and gave an account of 400 men at that place 
which seems to contradict Capt. Rogers account, but Capt. 
Rogers was there 2 or 3 days after, who gave an account of 
an army not less than our army which must have come 
there after the Frenchman had left that place, so that it is 
likely they went and brought cannon for Rogers saw a bat- 
tery there with cannon planted ; the desei-ter l^aid there 
was none when be came away so^it is proveable they both 
spoke true. 

Thursday, Oct. 2, 1755. A fair pleasant warm day. Be- 
tween 5 and 600 men at work at the fort Ensign Joseph 

Sheldon with 8 of Capt. Hitchcock's company came today 
It 

\ 
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that had been down at the Flats all the time. About 14 
sick when they left. 

Friday, 3. A warm pleasant day. Two men buried to- 
day who belonged to Col. Titcomb's regiment. There are 
many now in camp who are sick. Gen. Johnson is much 
amiss with a violent pain in his head. 

Saturday, 4***. A pleasant morning but the sky soon cov- 
ered with clouds and cold N. wind, some rain. Mr. Wil- 
liams went down to Fort Head in the afternoon. Col. Gil- 
bert went with him and so fled to the horns of the altar, 
and left his flag here standing, which he set so much by 
and one night some person took it away, and set it up 
where it ought to be at Col. Williams' t^nt. Gilbert in the 
morning brought it back and said he had rather they had 
taken his head off. 

Sabbath day, 5'*» Oct. This a cloudy day. Mr. Emer- 
son, chaplain for the New Hampshire regiment preached 
and prayed with us that night and Monday morning to very 
good acceptance. Sergeant Bardwell came today and 
brought some good tidings from the County of Hampshire. 

Monday, 6***. A fair weather day. Our fort goes on 
well. Col. Blanchard, CoL Willard, Mr. Emerson and the 
whole of that regiment (except Capt. Symes and Capt. 
Rogers who are to stay here at the fort all the winter with 
each of them a company of volunteers that they think they 
can raise for that purpose) are gone home. 

Tuesday, 7^^. A fair day. Major Here came tonight 
from Boston his flag much lowered from what it was when 
he went away, wholly losing his journey and his raised 
expectations of so many commissions for field officers in 
Col. Ruggles regiment being all disappointed. The famous 
insulting Col. Gilbard who so much lotted upon a commis- 
sion over the late Col. Williams regiment, though to the 
dissatisfaction of the whole regiment, one night some per- 
son moved the flag from before his door, and set it up at 
the late Col. Williams tent where it ought to stand. Oil- 
bard in the morning was so enraged at it that he sent a file 
of men to fetch it and set it up before his own door threat- 
ened many, but could get no proof, declared that he had 
rather they had taken off his head, and now he is obliged 
to go off and leave house and flag ; the house he had buOt» 
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the flag that his honor so much depended upon to his 
slmme. 

We<hiesday, 8'^ October. An unhappy accident occurred 
toilay ; a gun tired off sliot a man in the thigli so that it is 
thought he would die. About 4 of the clock in the after- 
noon a very hard thunder storm arose. Some of oup peo- 
ple on the lakes with battoes came near being cast away but 
did recover. A tree was struck with lightning which stood 
within a rod or two of three tents, but nobody was hurt. 
One tree blew down upon one shelter and liked to have 
killed 2 or 3 men but all escaped with their lives, but re- 
ceived some wounds but none mortal. Wonderful interpo- 
sitions of Divine Providence are dail}' passing before my 
eyes in the deliverance from sudden death by accident. 
Surely wo carry our lives in our hands. 

Thursday, 9***, 1755. A fair day. A number of waggons 
and some of the Connecticut troops. Col. Chaucer and CoL 
Dyer came today. At four of the clock in the afternoon a 
Council of War sat to consider of sundry articles; viz, 
whether we should go to take possession of Ticonderoga, or 
march for Crown Point immediately answered in the nega- 
tive, the reasons: 1. We wanted both provisions and 
men. 2. Whether we should take off any of the men from 
building the fort to work at the great boat— answered no- 
there not being tools enough for both purposes, so deter- 
mined the work at the fort must not be stopped. I hear 
today that Maj. Foot who went from hence about a fort- 
night ago, came to Albany, was taken sick, but having a 
great desire to get home, an opportunity presented to go on 
board a vessel down the river, getting out of a hot bed— 
got a relapse and was carried back to the house from 
whence he came, and died last Sabbath day. A good hon- 
est gentleman, his death is much lamented. Instances of 
the frailty of human nature are constantly jmssing before 
my eyes. 

Friday, 10^*". Today moved into the house that the fa- 
mous Col. Gilbard built when he reigned. Find it very 
convenient, having got rid of Col. Gilbard's tyranny, in- 
vited all the commission officers in my regiment in the 
evening to drink with me and it appeared to be a time of 
universal satisfaction with the officers but I am still in an 
ill state of health by reason of a cold. 
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Saturday, 11, 1755. A very cold day, snow blasts, etc., 
the poor soldiers suflfered very much with the cold for want 
of blankets and clothes that they lost in the battle. Capt. 
Rogers came in who went 4 days ago to view Ticonderoga, 
found them building about two miles this side of the carry- 
ing phice, the number api>eared to be about a thousand 
men— there is a considerable number of our men sick. 
Vote<l in the council to<lay that all persons judged by the 
Doctor not fit for service now, nor are like to be this fall, 
by a certificate from the Doctor are to bo dismissed. 

Sabbath day, 12^^. A rainy day. Voted in Council to- 
day that the Fort should l>e carried forward as fast as pos- 
sible. Voted to send to tlie several governments the true 
state of our army as to store, provisions, men and the diffi- 
culty of getting up stores at this time and wait their 
orders. 

Monday, 13'**. A scout went out today of about 50 men, 
about three miles off at sunset. Capt. Simes head of a 
scout set out his guards. One of the sentry about 20 rods 
off not being well on his guard, a small party of Indians 
fired upon him and killed him dead on the s|K>t, and not 
the first man tliat died like a fool. 

Tuesday, the 14*** Oct. Last night a very rainy night 
and bad for the guards and new comers, which I hear are 

six companies. Our men crowd in faster than ? 

Agreed in council today to march back those that were in 
the road above Albany leaving six hundred at Fort Ed- 
ward there to stay till further onlers, only such as were 
wanted for guards for the provisions, etc., and they to be 
of the Massachusetts and Rhode Island troops. 

Weilnesday, Oct. 15. Raw, cold misty, cloudy and snow 
upon the high hills. I still remain poorly yesterday and 
to-day kept my house except yesterday I just went a little 
while to Council this day. Capt. Rogers went last night 
with a small scout to see if by any means he could find 
some of the enemy. I hear that yesterday five Frenchmen 
were taken near Fort Edward by our guard who were with 
the waggoners. * I have not yet heard a particular account 
of the circumstances nor their account, but it is supposed 
they were deserters. My cold seems to be wearing off, but 
fever follows. 
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Thursday, 16. A fair pleasant day ; took a sweat last 
night and the night before, but my fever prevails. Keep 
my house and do not go out on any business. Capt. Buck- 
ingham came up from Milford with some of his men to 
guard the stores yesterday and returned back to Albany 
today. Capt. Buckingham brouglit mo up a bag of pota- 
toes and cabbages tliat cousin Elisha Pomeroy being then 
at Albany got and sent up which came in good time though 
I have very little appetite. 

Friday, 17'^. Rainy night and part of the day, but it 
cleared off pleasant. I still remain weak and low. As to 
news I am obliged to keep house so can give but little 
account. 

Saturday, 18. I still remain very ill. Cannot do much 
business ; one third of my regiment work at the Fort every 
day. 

Sabbatli day, 19***. I moved to the General for liberty to 
go home my sickness prevailed iipon me so fast. I obtained 
it At tlie same time Maj. Gen. Lyman's horse that had 
got away from him and was lost, came to my house and 
stood there. I ordere<l him to be caught and taken to the 
General's. I wrote to him desiring liberty to ride him 
down ; this was quite providential for without that horse I 
don't know how I could have come, and if I had stayed one 
day longer I suppose I should not have come. Tlie General 
gave liberty but said I must go the next day for he could 
not keep his horse. 

Monday, 20. This a fair day, set out this morning. 
Titus Pomeroy with me but I was very sick ; arrived at 
Fort E>lward at night lodged there and was very sick all 
night. 

Tuesday, 21'*. A fair day set out on my way home, 
arrived at Saratoga at night and very sick all night. 

Wednesday, 22. Not able to ride, got a Dutch bin to lay 
in with some straw in it, carried it into a battoe and the 
soldiers rowed me down to Stillwater and then I got a 
Dutchman acquainted with the falls to steer down and got 
to the Half Moon, half an hour after 7 o'clock and was 
very sick all night. Drank some milk and water. 
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An account of the charges of my soldiers at the several 
taverns they called at upon the road down to Boston, viz : 
Salt marshes 28 men charged . . . 7.3.8 
At Balden's 34 men e«ach a meal of victuals 4.5 
At Mall^ury, Daniel Ward's, 35 men supi>er 

and breakfast 10.3.9 

I paid eight shillings of the above sum. 
At Staines 33 men suppers . . . 4.2.6 

To 35 Breakfasts 4. 7. a 

To lodging and liquor . . . . 2.5.4 
To 1 horse hay and oats . . . . 4.2 



So copied 32.8.9 

Thursday, Oct, 23. This morning I drank some tea 
boiled in a teakettle without a teapot and then my soldiers 
led me down to the water, got into the battoe— covered my- 
self well up in my bin or Dutch straw bunk as they call it ; 
they brought me down to the Flats to Col. Schuyler's be- 
tween 10 and 11 of the clock and then very sick, and there 
I lay very bad for about ten days, and part of the time but 
very little hopes of my life, but after that I seemed to 
mend some. After a few days grew better very fast and 
recovered so much strength that on Monday the 17'^ No- 
member : days after I came there I set out for home 

— came to the city dined at Mr. Sanders — in the afternoon 
came over the river, and travelled about five miles and* 
lodged at one Jacob Launson's. About 4 of the clock in 
the morning a very still night, bright moon shone it being 
near full there was a hard shock of earthquake ; the next 
day. 

Tuesday, the 18*^,' we traveled to Kinderhook, lodged at 
one Burent Van Buren, had 5 in company with myself; 
my wife, my son Seth, Jonathan Kingsley and Ebenezer 
Strong ; we set [out] next morning which was Wednesday, 
19th. Arrived about 4 of the clock at Aaron Sheldon's at 
SheiBeld, lodged there that night. 

Thursday, 20*^. Set out for Olasco. Arrived there about 
5 of the clock, lodged at Henstone's. 

Friday, 21. Every day fair and good weather since we 

1 Smm mlstftk* is tiM orijdBAl ftlxml do*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



17U.) FOURTH FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 279 

set out, but this morning cloudy, we set out between 7 and 
8 of the clock for fear of rain. Came to Clapp*8 at West- 
field about 10 of the clock, there eat breakfast and about 11 
of the clock set out for Northampton. Came to my own 
house about 2 of the clock afternoon. All good weather 
since we set out which was a great favor, especially for me 
when just recovered from sore sickness. 

I left Albany June 17, 1755, and left at my lodgings, in 
Jacob elements Indian interpreter a small trunk. I think 
about 4 or 5 fine shirts and necks some caps 2 or 3 white 
handkerchiefs a little bag of gold in the trunk, the num- 
ber of pieces or of pounds I can't tell for I did not count 
them ; when I came away I lost my best clothes, coat. 
Jacket, and britches, my best wig, best hat, books, and sad- 
dle bags. I dont think of anything else there. But at 
Col. Taylor's at the flats I left 2 fine shirts, 2 necks and I 
think 2 caps. Things lost at Clements are in a closet locked 
up ; the key I brought with me it is now in a little trunk 
locked in my port mantle. 

June 15. Maj. Gen. Lyman, Dr. 

To making a gun, £4.0.0. To mending three locks, 4s. 8d. 

An account of the goods and chattels taken after the bat- 
tle Sept. 8, 1755, in the late Col. William's regiment. 

Lake George, Sept. 12, 1755. 
An account of what plunder, guns \ six blankets from 
blankets, coats &c. Col. Williams v the enemy, 3 coats. 
Company Capt. Buck hath got, viz: j 3 jackets. 

Col. Pomeroy's company, vis : 

I myself have got one gun 

one pistol, one hatchet, one 

bayonet, one in our company 

belonging to our regiment No. 94 

3 French guns, a blanket 

belonging to the Province in the 

hands of Joseph Owen, a belt 

of wampum in the hands of 

Ensign Bixby also an English 

gun marked I D. 

Major Ashley's company now Lt. Callender commander : 
one French gun, a pair plush breeches, one pair straked 



one gun suppose 

to belong to our 

army. 

2 Gun locks 

5 Hatchets 

2 broken English 

guns a coat 

English and 

Knapsack. 
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ditto—linen — one pair trowsers, one French axe one gun 
marked T. E. 24 small bags. 

Capt. House, 3 French guns, one English gun marked A« 
T. E. a pair of English shoes, 2 Knives 2 hatchets 1 Bear- 
skin* 

Capt. Porter's Company : one gun marked S. 8. one 
French gun, one blanket E. T. a large bullet pouch and 
strap, one shirt one jacket, ten bags one pair linen breeches, 
1 Hatchet E. E. 

Capt. Hitchcock hath got pair leather breeches, pair 
brown stockings, one hatcliet E. O. one jacket a red one 
and blue, one pair breeches, linen. 

Capt. IngersoU's company : one province blanket mark 
S. H. 3 French blankets, 11 bags, 1 bottle. 

Capt. Burt hath a French gun, a blue great coat a 
blanket marked B. R. 3 shirts, 2 bags, 1 cutlass. 

Capt. Doolittle's company : 4 hatchets, 2 blankets, 1 Ket- 
tle, 1 French gun. 

Capt. Hawley's Company : coat quaker and breeches, In- 
dian stockings, a Kettle, an old hat and jacket, one seal- 
skin Knapsack, one sauce pan, an Indian root bag, a French 
coat^ 3 pair Indian shoes, 4 bags, 2 guns, both French 
guns one gun barrel, one old blanket, 2 jackets, one hat. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

FOURTH FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 

TIM *« Bloody Mora- Nbws of the advauco of the enemy up 
lac Scout.** Wood Creek was received on Sunday, Sept. 

9'^. CoL Pomeroy reports officially to CoL 
Israel Williams : — 

*' We saporing y* they intend to Cut off onr wagons, or stack y* Fort 
St 7* Csrrpng Place bnt wanted better Information. Sent Monday 
morning about 1200 Men near 30) of them Indiana commanded by Col*. 
WillUmsCol*. Whiting & Col*. 4>>le of Rhode IiOand. Whiting In y 
Middle Cole brought up y* rear old HendHck King of y* Six nations be- 
fore with Col*. Williams the Indians, Some afore, some in y* middle A 
Some in y* rear Sc mo Intermix*d Through.** 

Dieskau pursued the old, well tried and too often suc- 
cessful game of ambuscade, into which the colonial com- 
mander marched with the itei*eotyped alacrity character- 
istic of the military moveraents of that campaign. The 
French general drew up his forces so as to form a " cul de 
sac,"* in which he placed the French regulars at the bottom, 
and the Canadians and Indians on opposite sides. Conse- 
quently after marching about three miles without throwing 
out scouts or flankers, " between 10 & 11 of y* clock/' the 
detachment of colonial troops suddenly found itself in the 
midst of a deadly fire. * Consternation seized both officers 
and men, and tlie rear ranks, panic-stricken, fled to the 
camp. But the main body, as Pomeroy testifies, made a 
" very handsome retreat,** though the commander, CoL 
Ephraim Williams, was killed early in the fight. A hasty 
attempt was made to form a breastwork to protect the 

1 DlMkMi ord^rvd tb« Ca n ad Un i and IndUas sot to Art till th* raffvlara iMgAS 
the b«UI«, Imt wmm of Um UtUr, Melnf Mohawks la the raaks oC lbs adTsaelair 
araj, Srsd a gaa to wan tbsm. This brooght oa iho aetloa bsfovs CoL WUIiaaS* 
deUcteeat had Uirlj saUrsd iho trap ssi f or tt, aad aadoabiodly saYod M tnm 

• •1 • 
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camp, behind which the artillei*}' was stationed. Dieskau, 
though sorely wounde<l, ordered an attack upon the camp, 
but tlie Indians refused to exiK>se themselves to the artillery 
fire, and the French, repulsed in their attempt to carry the 
breastwork, retreated, leaving their commander-in-chief 
upon the field. Both sides fought with desperation, and 
the "bloody morning scout," a name applied to the move- 
ment of Col. Williams, soon developed into the sanguinary 
** battle of Lake George." 

Exploit of c«pts. Col. Blanchard, in command at Fort Eld- 
McGiDDis aud Fui. ward on the morning of the same day, 
***"** learning that several baggage wagons had 

been plundered, sent out a detachment of two hundred men 
under Capts. McGinnis and Fulsome. Hearing the firing 
at the camp, they pressed forward and came upon a large 
party of Dieskau's troops, who had fallen back after their 
repulse and had halted for rest and refreshment. This 
party they immediately attacked and put to flight, cap- 
turing a large quantity of stores and baggage. Capt 
McGinnis, who belonged to.the New York quota, was mor- 
tally wounded. 

CoL PoiiMroy De- Col. Pomeroy writing home says of the 
•cribM the Battle, charge upon the camp: "The regulars 
kept their order till they came within 
about 20 rods, then made a regular fire by platoons ; the 
regulars and Indians behind trees within about 12 or 14 
rods, and perhaps the hailstones from heaven have not been 
much thicker than their bullets came." in his official re- 
port he thus characterizes the engagement : " Such a Bat- 
tle it is Judg'd by all y^ 1 have heard was never known lu 
America." On this bloody field the Hampshire regiment, 
in which were many solders from Northampton, bore a 
conspicuous part. Its commander reports in the official 
document already quoted, that '' they being foremost, for a 
considerable time [stood] the fire of there whole army till 
they ware lik'd to be surrounded which obliged 'em to re- 
treat." Again in a letter to his wife he alludes to the 
bravery of his own regiment : — 

•• Officeri in our regiment they being foremost and their men had the 
hottest lire, to more of our regiment are dead yon will find than any 
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fither. Their names who died in battle are CoL Ephraim Williams,* 
Maj. Xaab Aftbley. Capt M(»es Porter, Capt Jimatban iDgersoll, Capt. 
Elisha Hawley is yot alivo bnt no hopes of his life, Lieut Daniel Pom- 
(*roy, EuHi^ Renlien Wait, Entdmi John Strstton.** Further particu- 
lars concerning the killed are found in bis official report :— '* Col*. Wil- 
liams was shot Dead in a Moment & before he had Time to Fire hit 
Gun Capt. Hawley Shot 1 fear ^lortal before he had time to fire hit 
gun : My Brother Lieut. Ponieroy, I hare had an aoct his being well 
till the army retreated & ask'd ' what? are they going to run ;* * Yet* 
it is said * well * said be * I will give *em one more Shot before I run/ 
any further I bant heard, since I bare heard he is ded St scalpt." Of 
bimsi'lf Pomcroy says nothing in bis letters to his wife till ten days 
after the battle, and then only in answer to her affectionate solicitations 
and inquiries. On the IH***, he tells of his narrow tecMpe from death : — 
'*I am alive and in a tolerable state of health, mj mind calm and 
steady and in the midst of danger and the bullets continually -flying 
near me in the time of battle, and one prevented from killing me righi- 
ont by its cutting of a small limb when it got about a foot of my body 
so much lost its force that only bruised me and fell down at mj feet" 

The Preach cooh BaFon Dieskau, five times wounded, was 
mMder woanded taken prisoncf by Col. Ponieroy, and sent 
*° ^^ to the tent of Gen. Johnson, wlio was him- 

self wounded, leaving the command to liis subordinate. 
Gen. Lyman. Gen. Dieskau never recovered from his 
wounds, thoiigh he survived the battle seven years. When 
Col. Pomeroy went out upon the field after the retreat of 
the enemy, he came upon the disabled French commander, 
and he has been charged with firing u|>on the wounded man 
as he lay helpless on the ground. But the Baron refutes 
the charge in an account of the fight, wherein he states 
that his last wound was given him by a French Canadian 
deserter. He was robbed of his watch and other valuables 
before Pomeroy found him. Tradition asserts that it was 
through the exertions of Col. Pomeroy that the watch was 
recovered and returned to its owner, who afterwards pre- 
sented it to the Northampton colonel This cherished relic 
is said to be still in the possession of his descendants. 

1 Col. Epbrftlm Wllll«nis wm tbs founder of WllllMnt Colleg*. H« kad soea maeli 
•erTlc* during tb« colonial wars, and was a man of Infloenes and ability. Hs bad a 
prvsanilneni wblle in Albany wfcsn about to sUrt on tbis expaditloa, tbai ba sboold 
not sunrirs tba campaign, and made bis will, learlng bis property tor tba support 
and malntenanca of a ^ Froa Scbool ** in a town wsat of Fort Massacbusetta, to bo 
namad WlUfanstown. TbIs scbool bas slaoa dsrelopsd Into WilUaas Colleaa. His 
career is fully sketcbed la Prof. Psrry*s ** Origins of Wii:iainatown,** to wbleb tba 
autbor of tbese Tolunes Is iadabtad for aueb valnabia lafonaatloa. 
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Col. Poiii«ro7 The two vacancies in the roster of the 
8aperc«ded. Hampshire Regiment, caused by the deaths 

of Col. Williams and Major Ashley, were 
promptly filled by Gen. Johnson. He designated Lieut.- 
Col. Thomas Gilbert of Col. Ruggles' regiment, as acting 
Colonel and "Capt. Gadfire** (according to Pomeroy's 
Journal), as Major. These appointments were very unsat- 
isfactory to the rank and file, as well as to the officers to 
whom the promotions by right belonged. To Lieut.-CoL 
Pomeroy, who richly deserved promotion for his gallant 
service during the campaign, this placing of an officer from 
another regiment over him must have been especially gall- 
ing. Very slight allusion to this matter appears in the 
correspondence of Col. Pomeroy, but the mention made of 
it in his journal indicates his own feeling as well as the 
sentiment which prevailed in the regiment. An unsuccess- 
ful attempt was made to induce the Governor to confirm 
these appointments, and at least one officer from the army 
went to Boston on that errand. Though Pomeroy himself 
found plenty of other topics with which to enliven his 
home correspondence, his wife seems to have been well in- 
formed upon the subject. In a letter to her husband, dated 
September 22'*, she writes : — 

'* The introdndng another officer from another regiment seems oni- 
Tersally resented here.** Again on the 26*^, she thus alludes to the diffl- 
cnltj :^** Capt. Lyman is not like to get np so soon as was expected 
on account of some difficulties at the camp, particularly with regard 
to a chief colonel in your regiment. * * * It grieves me much that 
there should be any difficulty about the disposition of that commissioti, 
as it must be a damage to the cause in general by making (is we hear) 
great uneasiness among the soldiers of your reg^iment, but especially as 
it should so nearly concern you.** Once more she writes : — "I presume 
you are willing ** Right** should take place. You kindly and I suppose 
purposely omit writing of any of these difficulties.** 

" Right'* did at last prevail, and about the 7** of October 
Lieut-Col. Pomeroy received his commission as commander 
of the regiment. At the same time Dr. Thomas Williams, 
surgeon, and brother of Col. Ephraim, was commissioned 
as Lieut. -Colonel, and Capt. James House, as Major. 
About a month after the fight, on the 10^^ of October, CoL 
Pomeroy moved into the quarters occupied by ** the famous 
Col. Gilbard when he reigned." 
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fiei«forcem«DU tnm Rocruiting to rcinforce tho army had been 
Northamptoa. Jn progrcss during tlie campaign, and a 

company of sixty men from Northamp- 
ton and Southampton was ready to start on the 14**. ** At 
midnight" of the 13'**, writes Mrs. Pomeroy to her hus- 
band, **a cry came at our door, with the joyful news of 
victory, tliough stained with blood,** and the company 
** stopped upon hearing of your victory, and went imme- 
diately to follow the directions of the court in raising 2000 
men, which I hope will be with you ere long.*^ This was 
undoubtedly the company of Capt. William Lyman, 
already mentioned. It was in service from Septeml)er-16^ 
to December 10**", and was probably sent to the front at 
once, though the captain did not apparently join it till 
sometime afterwards. 

other sortbwnptoo In tliis sauguinary engagement, in which 
Men Killed Md from sixty to seventy soldiers from this 
^^ town participated, five of them were killed 

and several wounded. Among the killed, in addition to 
those named by Col. Pomeroy, were Eliakim Wright and 
Ebenezer Kingsley, and among the wounded were Elnathan 
Phelps and Kenfield, all privates in Capt. Hawley's com- 
pany. Daniel Pomeroy, lieutenant under Capt. Hawley, 
was a brother of CoL Seth. '' He was shot through the 
temple, leaped up several feet and fell dead.^ It is related 
of him that when about to join the army he consulted with 
his brother. The conversation occurred in a field where 
CoL Seth was at work. The latter endeavored to dissuade 
his brother from enlisting, but Daniel had already made up 
his mind, and closed the conversation by saying, '' I must 
go and must be killed.** 

coL Pomeroy Pro*- About the middle of October Col. Pom- 
tr»ted b7 tiokneM. eroy was taken sick, and on the 19** ob- 
tained leave of absence. At Albany he 
was prostrated for about ten days, and at times there was 
very little hope of his recovery. His wife and son were 
summoned to his bedside, and he did not reach home till 
the 21** of November. 
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op^raiioiw su». No further movement was made towards 
pended. the reduction of Crown Point. Fort Wil- 

liam Henry was erected at the southern ex- 
tremity of Lake George, which together with Fort Edward 
was pro])erly garrisoned. The rest of the army was with- 
drawn. 

No oatraRes in Though tlic Indians did not appear in this 
Hampshire County, towu duriug the year, there was constant 
anxiety throughout the county. The ope- 
rations against Crown Point concentrated the attention of 
both French and Indians, and very little was seen of the 
latter elsewhere. In the diary of Rev. Jonathan Judd are 
constant allusions to the state of affairs. Volunteers were 
mustered in Southampton in May, and in July the pastor 
read from the pulpit a letter from Major Hawley, ** which 
gave an account of Indians out ; read it after exercise in 
public.'' 

Freneh Mentrnis. The expedition to Nova Scotia under John 
Winslow, great grandson of Edward Wins- 
low, started in May, speedily reduc^ the French forts, and 
obtained entire possession of the country. Two battalions 
were recruited in Massachusetts, but no soldiers were en- 
listed from Hampshire County, though Col. Israel Wil- 
liams received orders to draw three hundred fifty men from 
his regiment to be held in readiness for any emergency. 
Incidentally only is this movement of local interest. In 
the deportation of the inhabitants of Acadia^ which fol- 
lowed, one family was assigned to Northampton, ^'Silvean 

1 When Nova Scotia waa ceded to tbe English, the French inhabitants refnaed to 
take the oath of allegiance to the British crown nnless thej should be exempted 
from bearing arms against their countrymen ; hence they were termed ** Freneh Neu- 
trals.** Gen. Winslow found numbers of them in the ranks of the enemy, and their 
Influence had been eTer>' where opposed to the English goTomment. Consequent! j 
It was determined to remoTC and distribute the entire population of Acadia through* 
out the English colonies. They were to be supported by the ssTeral towns to which 
they were sent, thereby reducing a Tirtuous, self -supporting. Industrious Catholic peo- 
pie to absolute pauperism. They were transplanted into communities In which their 
language was not understood, and which hated Frenchmen, loathed paupers, and bit- 
terly detested Catholies. On this shameful transaction was founded LongfeUow*s 
Immortal poem, ** ETangellne,** as well as Whittler*s Tigorous but shorter lyrle« 
** Marguerite.** Two thousand Acadlans were brought to Massachusetts and distrib- 
uted among the towns. In Hampshire County usually but one family was quartered 
oa a town. Thej wens eared for by the scTeral municipalities as far as their cirena- 
•tanoee required, and were ererywhere treated with Undness. 
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Dupuis " as written by liini^elf, but inscribed on the town 
books as **Sylvine Dnpee,** was the name. The family 
was composed of nine pci^ons : the man, wife and seven 
children. He was employeil bj' different people, who paid 
him in clothing and provisions. From the town he re- 
ceived 4s. per week and the use of a house. Tliese pay- 
ments seem to have continued from 17C0 to 1705, after 
which date no further record concerning him has been 
found.* 

Got. 8hiri«7 piaM Having been appointed commander-in-chief 
another Cam- qu the death of Geu. Braddock, Gov. Shir- 
ley— before his failure in the Niagara expe- 
dition was known in England— planned, in connection with 
the colonial Governors, a campaign for the following year 
so comprehensive as to be beyond the capacity of the colo- 
nies to undertake. It involved the employment of up- 
wards of twenty thousand men upon the same lines as that 
of the previous year. But Massachusetts refused to do 
more than enlist three thousand five hundred men for 
another movement against Crown Point, and Gen. Wins- 
low was recalled from Nova Scotia to take the command. 

War DM;i»red and In May, 1756, England formally declared 
New coroiDADdere ^ar agaiust Frauce, and the Earl of Lou- 
"^ "* don was appointed commander-in-chief in 

America. Gov. Shirley was superceded in June by CcIL 
Webb, who was to serve till eitlier the newly appointed 
commander-in-chief or Gen. Abercrombie arrived. Some 
time elapsed before Loudon left England, and the command 
devolved on Gen. Abercrombie. He did nothing, however, 
but await the arrival of his superior officer, who did not 
reach headquarters at Albany till the last of July. 

The French Cap- In the meantime the Marquis de Montcalm 
tare Oswego. }iad been invested with the command of the 
French forces. He led an army of five 
thousand men in August against Oswego, which was garri- 
soned by fourteen hundred soldiers under CoL Meroer. 
The death of the commander, together with the exhaustion 

1 Hadlej appropriated A is lTail» to remore the Presoli !9e«itrals to Canada, and 
the Northampton tmmilj maj haregono thera prerkwa to that dat*. 
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of ammunition, brought a speedy surrender of the post. 
Tliis disaster seemed to paralyze the movements of the 
English general, and nothing was accomplished during the 
year. Lord Loudon countermanded the expedition against 
Crown Point, and Gen. Winslow*s army was disbanded, 
except such soldiers as were required to garrison the fron- 
tier forts, which were placed under the command of Lieut. 
John Hawks. The fourteen forts and stockades extending 
from Stockbridge to Greenfield were garrisoned by one 
hundred sixty-two men, many of whom were citizens of 
the valley towns. 

Poiiuion of Affaim. The histor>^ of events in 1756 was but a rep- 
etition of that of the preceding years of 
anxiety, toil and hardship for the settlers of this section. 
In all the towns the enlistment or impressment of men for 
service in the various expeditions was vigorouslj' enforced. 
The same arduous struggle for a bare subsistence contin- 
uexi, and the farmers on the hills or in the valleys of West- 
em Massachusetts were still compelled to labor under the 
guardianship of soldiers, snatching their scanty crops from 
a reluctant soil almost beneath the very guns of their sav- 
age foes. The most exacting as well as the most dangerous 
duty of the troops was that of scouting. Men were scarce, 
the territory to be covered extensive, and it is hardly to be 
wondered at that the stealthy foe should come suddenly 
upon detached and careless squads of men, dealing out to 
them death or captivity. 

casumHtM Duiioff In the mouths of June, July and August, 
the Year. the Indians were active, and made numer- 

ous incursions into Western Massachusetts. 
At Winchester, N. H., Josiah Foster and family were'eap- 
tured early in June; within a few days two men were 
killed within half a mile of Fort Massachusetts ; not long 
after Lieut. Moses Willard was kille<l, and his son wounded 
at Charlestown. In July, Sergt. William Chidester and 
his son James, were killed at West Hoosack, and Capt. 
Elisha Chapin was captured and soon after slain. In 
August, two men were fired upon near Northfield, but they 
escaped. Within a few days an attack was made upon five 



Digitized by 



Google 



17V.) FOURTH FRBKCH AND INDIAN WAR. 289 

men in the northerly part of Greenfield ; one was killed, 
and two esca{)ed. During the same month, Lieut. Grant 
and thirteen men were surprised on Hoosack river some 
miles below Fort Massat*husett8» eight were killed and the 
rest made prisoners. No casualties are noted in any of the 
valley towns, but sevenil of them were called upon to 
mourn the death of some of their prominent citizens. 

Slow ProitrrM of The Campaign of the following year was 
lb* w«r. even h^ss successful than that of its prede- 

cessor. The incomiH*tency of the com- 
mander-in-chief was e<]ualliHl only by that of some of his 
sul)ordinates, and the enemy were still victorious. Lord 
Loudon attemptetl the capture of Louisburg, but the expe- 
dition returned without making a demonstration upon the 
city. Thomas Pownal, ap{K)inted to succtHKl Gov. Shirley, 
assumed office in August. In March, a Ixxly of fifteen 
hundred French and Indians commande<l by M. de Rigaud 
Marquis de Vaudreuil, brother of the Governor of Canada, 
and M. de Longeuil, hail attacked Fort William Henry, 
erected by Sir William Johnson, at the lower end of Lake 
George. The garrison, commande<l by Major Eyers. refused 
to surrender, and gallantly defended the fort. Five times 
the enemy attempted to carry the works by assault with- 
out success. After burning the vessels of the English, and 
all the buildings outside of the fortifications, the assailants 
abandoned the enterprise, and returned to Canada. The 
fort was immediately reinforced, and placed under the com- 
mand of Col. George Monroe. 

TiM Port is Piamiij Determined to dismantle this imiK>rtant 
Captured. fortification, which was a standing menace 

against all their attempts to invade the 
colonies by way of the Lakes, another and more successful 
demonstration was made upon it during the summer. 
Wliile Lord Loudon was conducting the expedition against 
Louisburg, Montcalm, who had succeeded to the command 
in Canada, early in the month of August, suddenly pro- 
jected a force of between five and six thousand men upon 
Fort William Henry, called Fort George by the French. 
Gen. Webb, who had been left in command with a force of 

\ 
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five thousand men, was at Fort Edward, distant about 
twenty miles. He took no meiisures for the defense or re- 
lief of the place, but sent a dispatch to the commandant, 
exaggerating the numbers of the enemy, and advised him 
to surrender. Col. Monroe, however, refused to deliver up 
the fort and defended it with great vigor from the 3* to the 
9*** of August, when his ammunition having been exhausted, 
and one half his guns disabled, he capitulated. The terms 
of surrender were most honorable ; the soldiers were to 
march out with the honors of war under parole not to serve 
for eighteen months. Scarcely had the garrison begun the 
march towards Fort Edward under the protection of a 
guard, than the Indians, who had obtained great quantities 
of liquor, fell u|>on the unarmed prisoners, and a cruel 
massacre followed. A feeble attempt was made by the 
French olTicers to save the captives, but without avail A 
few escaped by flight, and others sought protection in the 
camp of the French. 

Northampton Sol- Great coustematiou prevailed when news 
di«r« among the of this disaster reached the settlements. In 
^ '^*** the garrison were men from almost every 

town in Hampshire County, and none knew how many, if 
any, had escaped the terrible butchery. A number of 
Northampton soldiers were there and for a time it was 
feared that all of them had perished. Several of them 
were among the captives, but fortunately none were killed. 
In Capt. John Burk*s company from Northfield were Joel 
Clapp, Nathaniel Day Jr., Nathaniel P. Hay ward, and 
Samuel Phelps from Northampton, who were captured. 
John Birge Jr., and Rufus Brown, also from this town^ 
were members of the same company, but they were not. ia 
the capitulation. 

Great Alarm through. The Capture of Fort William Henry 
out the ProTinee. opened the Way for an advance into New 
York and Massachusetts, and it caused an 
alarm almost reaching a panic throughout the province. 
Gov. Pownal appointed Sir William Pepperell lieutenant- 
general of all the forces of the Province of Massachnsetta, 
and ordered him to Springfield to collect and forward re* 
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inforcements and supplies for Gen. Webb. One fourth of 
the soliliers from all the re^ments in the province, except 
those of York, Nantucket and Dukes, were ordered to 
Springfiehl. Twenty thousand men res|>onded to this call, 
and they wore marched hurriedly towards the seat of war 
as fju<t as they could be organized. 

PMrioiura of th# Tliis great and threatening danger roused 
P**"p**- the patriotism of the inhabitants through- 

out the length and brea<lth of Massachu- 
setts. So eager were the soldiers to hasten to the relief of 
their comrades, that when the first inti'lligenco of the in- 
vasion, accompanie<l by a call for reinforcements, was re- 
ceived, they marched at once towards the scene of action 
without waiting for orders.* 

R(>inforcem#nts s^nt Col. Israel Williams, who was succ^^ed by 
Quickly Forwrd. Qol. OHvcr Partridge of Hatfield, took 
command of the northern Hampshire Reg- 
iment in active service. When Gen. Webb received infor- 
mation of the approach of Montcalm, he sent for rein- 
forcements, and on the C*^ of August, Gov. Pownal ordered 
Cols. Williams and Wortliington of Hampshire, and Col. 
Ruggles of Worcester, to raise men and send them to 
Albany. They acted promptly, and soldiers were on the 
way to the seat of war within four days. Gen. Pepperell 
was ordered to Springfield on the 8'^ ; two days afterwards 
he ha<l orders to forward every availableman and he at 
once moved the regiments of Williams, Worthington and 
Ruggles. On the 13'"*, he writes to Capt. Christie, aide to 
Gen. Webb, in substance as follows : — 

When I came here, I found that Col. Worthington, Col. Williamt and 
Col. Rnggles Regiments were all marched forward to relieve Fort Wfl- 
liam Henry, some of them t a hefore the Qovemor conld get orders 
to them to march, *« snch was the readiness of this people to go to t]i« 
assistHUce of the distressed, that this part of the Provinee seems 
almost evacnated, and the frontier thereof in the north in a most 
dangerous situation, the whole militia within 40 or 50 miles being 
drawn off. ♦ ♦ ♦ They went off on a sudden with great freedom ia 
great numhers and thro* great difficulties of their private affaira.** 

1 When th« eneroj inrested Port WlllUm Henry, Q*b. Webb aeat urgent re^vesU 
to XuMchuaetU and New York for reinforcenH^U. It was la answer to tbls ap- 
peal that many aoldlera aarehed to hia relief wfthoot orders froa headquarters, and 
before the capture of the fort was kaowa.— Oea. PeppereU^s fteport. 
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Apparently Gen. Pepi)erell was not aware that on the 
6**", only three days after the investment of the fort, Gov. 
Pownal had onlered tlie commanders of the regiments 
above named to forward troops to Albany as fast as possi- 
ble. It is probable that the men whom he reports as hav* 
ing alr(»ady gone forward, marched i)romptly under that 
order. 

The Mwt. Colonel* Cols. WilHauis and Ruggles reached Kin- 
decUuetoobey dcrliook with their forces on the 12'**, and 
York? '"" * *^ ^^"^ » dispatch to Lieut. -Gov. DeLancey of 
New York to ascerhiin the position of af- 
fairs. On the following day he replied that Gen. Webb 
had reported that the Indians and Canmlians were to go off 
from Fort William Henry that day, and suggested that 
they join Gen. Webb, and aid him in driving the French 
from that fort. Williams and Ruggles in their answer, 
dated the la'**, said that they were ordered to aid the forces 
of Gen. Webb, attacked by the enemy, and not to join in 
ox]>editions that might be projected at some future time ; 
they did not think it consistent with their orders to proceed 
to Fort Edward, that place not being attacked, nor in 
danger of assault. Besides '' we have learnt that a large 
body of the enemy have turned eastward to attack our own 
frontiers ; our duty is to march to their relief." 

Accordingly these regiments began their retrograde 
march at once, and were at Sheffield on the 15'^. On the 
same day Gen. Pepperell wrote to Gov. Pownal that no 
more troops need be sent to Fort E^lward, as the danger 
would be from Indians on tlie frontier. Though the com- 
manders of these regiments fell back, apparently with- 
out orders, their movement was acquiesced in by their su- 
periors, and seems to have been the proper course to 
pursue. 

A M AffMine of Sup- Gov. Pownal took measures for the estab- 

piies cormtd at Hshmeut of a magazine of supplies at 

sprioffie Springfield, and ordered Gen. Pepperell, 

in case the enemy approached the frontiers in force, to dis- - 

mantle all wagons west of Connecticut river by striking off 
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their wheeln,* to drive away all the horses, and to destroy 
all the supplies that could not bo removed. But there was 
no danger of further invasion. Montcalm, deserted by his 
Indian allies after the massacre, contented himself with 
destroying the fort, first securing a large amount of stores 
colKvteil there. In a short time he fell back upon Ticon- 
deroga an<l Crown Point, ami in a few weeks was again in 
Canada with a |)ortion of his army. The panic subsided 
and the militia were dismissed. 

Patriotism in Hamp- Ncws of the iuvasion by Montcalm and the 
i»hir« County. danger that threatenetl Fort William 

Henry, stirre<l the patriotism of Hamp- 
shire County to sucli a degree that in a short time the 
country was almost entirely denudinl of militia. Every 
one pressotl forward, eager to reinforce the army and pre- 
vent the further advance of the foe. Between six hundred 
an<l seven hundre<l men resi>onded to tlie call for reinforce- 
ments from the county, and most of them were on the 
march before intelligence of the capitulation and mas- 
sacre had been received. Some of them went only to 
Springfield, some to Westfield, some to Slieffield, and some 
to Kinderhook, while a few went to Fort Edward. 

srrrice of •oro« of Cupt, Bcujamiu Day of Springfield, with a 
iii« H«nipiihir« company of over ninety men, was absent 
oropftD ««. about eleven days and marched from fifty 

to seventy miles. Capt. Stephen Wright of Southampton, 
with his company of thirty-four men, went to Kinderhook. 
They marched in all one hundre<l fifty-eight miles, and 
were absent eleven days. Capt. James Merrick of Brim- 
field had about forty men under him, who marched about 
one hundred seventy-two miles, and were gone from eight- 
een to twenty-five days. Capt. Samuel Smith of South 
Hadley had upwards of sixty men in his company ; they 
marched one hundrcl eighty miles in thirteen days. Capt. 
Robert Lothridge of Pelham, with about thirty men, in 
fourteen days marched two hundred miles. Capt. Nathan- 
iel Dwight of BelchertowTi, with nearly forty men, covered 

1 Bj ttiU order to Intended «U Uie wAfons employed by the mlliUry ; wenont «#r» 
not then in euch general use nmong the people ne to w*rr«nt each mm lndtoeilia hi>t » 
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one liundred ninety-five miles in thirteen days. Lieut. 
Martin Dewey of Westfield led his company of over thirty 
men about one hundred eiglity miles in thirteen days. 
Capt. Ezra Clap of Westfield had between forty and fifty 
men, who were absent fourte<»n days, and marched nearly 
two hundred miles. Capt. Moses Marsh, of Hadley, with 
forty-four men, was on the march for fourteen days. 
Capt. John Fellows of Sheflield, with about thirty men, 
went to Fort Edward, marching two hundred four miles. 
Major John Ashley led another company of more than sev- 
enty men from Sheffield to Fort Edward, where they re- 
mained eight or nine days. Capt. Jacob Cummins of Ware 
River, with thirty-seven men, went to Kinderhook ; they 
saw fifteim days' service and marched two hundred miles. 
Lieut. David Black of Blanford was eighteen days on the 
march, and Capt. Joseph Warner of Hard wick went to 
Kinderhook. The officers of Col. Israel Williams' regi- 
ment, who marched to relieve the fort, were : Col. Israel 
Williams and Major Elijah Williams, both of Deerfield, 
Major Joseph Hawley* of Northampton, Chaplain Timothy 
Woo<lbri<lge of Hatfield, and Adj. Elisha Pomeroy, Col. 
Cad*. Seth Pomeroy, Ens. Cad*. Noah Strong, and Ens. 
Cad*. Elisha Strong, all of Northampton. Lieut. Joseph 
Billings, with eighteen privates marched to the relief of 
Fort William Henry. 

Death of Lord Howe. With a chauge in the British ministry, by 
Capture of Fort which William Pitt was placed at the head 
on enae. ^^ aflFairs, uew life and energy was infused 

into the war. Lord Loudon gave place to Qen. Abercrom- 
bie, and three expeditions were planned for the year 1758. 
The first under Gen. Jeffrey Amherst and James Wolfe, 
succeeded in capturing Louisburg ; the second, commanded 
by Gen. Abercrombie and Lord Howe, was repulsed in aa 

1 While on thU iiiar«h ll«Jor Hawlej addressed the foUowlng letter to hla wift, 
which la copied from the origloal la the Lenox Library, N. T. : ^ 

'* SheflBeld, Thursday, Aug. ITftr. 
•* My Dear Child. 

** I am well here— came here last night— hare something of the difllealty 
I used to have In hot weather by riding. We are proceeding as fast as we well can 
towards Ft Edward. Uncle Blllf, Co. and Elisha are welt My duty most sincerely to 
Mother. Lore to Moses and Hannah. 
**1 am your faithful and affsctlonats Husband as long as God shall give as life. 

Jossph Hawley.** 



Digitized by 



Google 



IIM.) FOURTH FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 295 

assault upon Fort Ticonderoga, and Lord Howe was slain ; 
while tlie third under Oen. Joseph Forbes and Col. George 
Wasliington, overran the Ohio valley and captured Fort 
du Quesne. But there was a gleam of sunshine for Aber- 
cnmibie. An exjHHlJtion against Fort Frontenac (Kingston) 
on the north si<le of Liike Ontario was entrusted to CoL 
Bnidstret*t of Massachusetts. With three thousand troops, 
mostly militia, ho siH^inlily t<K>k possi^ssion of the place. 
Many pieces of artillery, several armcnl vessels, and great 
quantities of supplies fell into the hands of the victors. 
This was a valuable acquisition, and its i>ossession was of 
material significance in the camiuiign of the following year. 
Massjichusetts raised seven hundretl men for this campaign, 
miwt of whom were under Gen. Al)ercrombio, who lost in 
his unsucci»ssful attack on Ticonderoga nearly two thou- 
sand soldiers. 

Th» H«inp«hir« Col. William Williams of DeerBeld com- 
RfKimeiit, mauded a n^giment in Qen. Abercrombie'g 

army. In it Capt. Elisha Pomeroy of North- 
ampton ha<l a company of about one hundred men, up* 
wards of forty of whom were from this town ; twenty- 
seven from Hadley ; eight frr)m Southampton ; four from 
South Hadley ; eight from Westfield ; and eight from 
other towns in the county. They were in the service from 
April fourteenth to December fifth on the northern fron- 
tier. Capt. John Burk of Falltown commanded till June, 
Capt. Catlin of Deerfield, from June to September, and 
Capt. Burk again till the end of November. 

Tb« indiuM f«i te Indian depredations commenced early in 
Mm« Work. March, but much less damage resulted from 

them than usual. Casualties occurred a « 
Colrain, and at Hinsdale, N. H. Several houses were 
burned and many cattle slaughtered. Fewer raids than 
usual were chronicled for this year, and none of them came 
within the present limits of Hampshire County. 

o«n. AmiMnt Sao- On his retum from the successful expedi- 

oeeds Oen. Aber- tiou agaiust Louisburg, Qeu. Amherst wa« 

^'"^ made commander-in-chief in place of Qen* 

Abercrombie, but the season was too far advanced for 
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further operations, and he went into winter quarters at 
Albany. 

The CAmpftigii Aff^Dst Tlie objective point of the campaign of 
cansd*. 1759 yxna the con(]uest of Canada. An 

elaborate plan of operations was adopted, 
by which it was proi)osed to concentrate three English 
armies against Montreal and Quebec. One under Wolfe 
was to pass up the St. Lawrence, the second under Am- 
herst was to move by way of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, while the tliird was to reduce Niagara, cross Lake 
Ontario, and descend upon Montreal. Massachusetts put 
seven hundred men in the field, and all the other colonies 
miwle strenuous efforts to increase the army. Full fifty 
thousand men were employed in this campaign, of which 
the colonies furnished one half. The seizure of Canada 
was still a favorite undertaking in Western Massachusetts, 
and eidistments were not backward. Northampton had 
fifty-three soldiers in the regiment of Col. Isrivel Williams, 
in which were also men from nearly every other town in 
the county. The Northampton soldiers were dispersed 
among the several companies: — twentj'-two were in the 
company of Capt. Elijah Smith, and thirty-one in that of 
Col. Israel Williams.* 

The details of this campaign, which resulted in the par- 
tial subjugation of Canada, are too well known to require 
extended notice. All the soldiers enlisted or impi*essed 
from this section formed part of the army of Gen. Am- 
herst. Ticonderoga and Crown Point were abandoned at 
his approach, but his movements were so dilatory— owing 
to lack of transportation and supplies— that he failed to 
cooperate with Gen. Wolfe, and after the surrender of 
Quebec he retired to winter quarters. Gen. Prideaux' led 
the army for the reduction of Niagara. He succeeded in 
the enterprise, but lost his life in the attack, and was suc- 
ceeded in the command by Gen. William Johnson. CoL 
Gage superceded Gen. Johnson, but for the same reason 
that bai&ed Gen. Amhei*st, he failed to carry his part of 
the general plan* 

1 For If ttsUr-rolto ■•• Appendix. 
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Pau of QMbM. Familiar to all is the story of the capture 
of Quebec by the gallant Wolfe, who was 
killed in the moment of victory. He captured that strong- 
hold without the aid of either of the armies designed to 
cooperate with him. News of the surrender of Quebec 
was receive<l with the greatest joy by the colonies, espe- 
cially by the settlers near the frontiers. It meant to them 
a respite from the horrors of Indian warfare, and it meant 
to all sections relief from military guanlianship, and an 
end to the weary scout, the fatiguing march, and the fear 
of starvation. But the war was by no means finished. 
Montreal still remained in the hands of the French, and 
another campaign was reciuiretl to complete the victory. 

capturtofsi. Ouc of the most memorable exploits of the 
PrMoift. y^*ftr was the capture and destruction of St. 

Francis by Major Rogers. He was a noted 
ranger, a native of New Hampshire, whose many brilliant 
and successful encounters with the enemy enlivened every 
camp^iign. One of his many daring deeds was narrated by 
Col. Pomeroy. When an enterprise requiring courage, 
resource, dash and ability was to be undertaken, Rogers 
was usually chosen as its leader. Though Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point had fallen, St Francis, a noted headquarters 
of the Indians, still remained in possession of the enemy. 
It was one of the important points from which marauding 
)mrties were sent out to annoy the English settlements, 
being situated at the mouth of the St. Francis River, be- 
tween Montreal and Quebec, and it contained a large 
amount of stores and plunder. Major Rogers was ordered 
with a detachment of two hundred men to attack the place. 
The story of this a<lventure is told at length in •' Hoyt*8 
Indian Wars.'' Suffice it to say that he accomplished his 
object, surprising and completely destroying the village. 
After enduring great hardships, failing to connect with the 
party sent to his relief, and having been compelled to live 
many days on nuts and lily roots, he finally reached Crown 
Point, having lost in the expedition forty-six men. 

LMt of tb« iBdiaa While these operations were in progress, 
^^^ Indian depredations almost entirely ceased. 

The family of Joseph Willard was cap- 
tured at Charlestown and carried to Montreal, but the last 
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appearance of the savages was at Colrain, where a party of 
ten or twelve of them captured Joseph McKoun, wife and 
cliild. Mrs. McKoun was killed after marching a short 
distance, and her husband and child were taken to Canada. 
Most of the militia had l>een drawn off for the army ope- 
rating in Canada, and when news of this outrage reached 
Northamjiton, Major Hawley with a company went imme- 
diately in pui-suit of the Indians. When he reached 
Greenfield, finding that the enemy had disappeared, and 
deeming further pursuit useless, he returned to North- 
ampton. 

Frontier Pcu. The frontier posts were under the command 
of Capt. John Burk from Dccetnber 1758 to 
February 8, 1750 ; of Capt. Hawks from February 9 to 
Ai)ril 30, 1750 ; and of Capt. Samuel Wells from May 1 to 
October 8. One hundred twenty men, most of them in- 
habitants of the Hampshire towns, were employed in garri- 
son duty. 

jfoutreai Captured. For the reduction of Montreal in the fol- 
lowing year three armies were employed, 
and so carefully had their movements been concerted that 
they met before the city within two daj^s of the time fixed 
ui>on for their junction. Gen. Amherst commanded the 
main body, and with ten thousand men passed up the Mo- 
hawk to Oswego, and after capturing the posts along the 
St. Lawrence, descended that river to Montreal. . He 
arrived there on the 10*** of August, where he found Gen. 
Murray from Quebec, who reached that point the same 
day. Within twenty-four hours Col. Haviland, who with 
a smaller force had been in service on Lake Champlain, 
joine<i the combined army, and the siege began. It termi- 
nated on the 8'^ of September, when the Province of Can- 
ada passed into possession of the British. 

Attempt to RcMp. Iq the Spring M. de Levi, who succeeded to 
tare Qmebee. the commaud on the death of Montcalm at 

Quebec, attempted to re-take the city. 
Qen. Murray marched out and gave battle, but was de- 
feated and driven back into the city. The French (General 
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then laid regular siege to the place, but before anything 
decisive occurred, an English fleet arrived, and the besieg- 
ers si>eedily withdrew. 

soidtort for c«aa«u. For the ** total re<luction of Canada '* many 
men enlisted in Hampshire County and 
some were irapresseil, but it is not certain that any of them 
particifMited in the closing scenes of the war. Fewer 
names than usual from Northampton are found upon the 
muster-rolls for 17G<). They were undoubtedly employed 
in garrison duty. Col. Seth Pomeroy had command of the 
frontier forts from April IG'** to June 20*^. He had fifty- 
six men under him, and they were distributed at Colrain, 
Charlemont, West Hoosack, and Fort Massachusetts. Sev- 
eral companies from this county wore in service during the 
year. Those who enlisted for the ** total reduction of Can- 
ada*' received $10 each in cash, and £6 in Treasury notes; 
those who recruiteil them were paid 38. for each man.^ 

Peftc« DM^urML While the conquest of Canada completed 
by the surrender of Montreal virtually 
ended the war, peace was not declared till 1763. No further 
fighting occurred, though there were several companies 
from Hampshire County in the service on the frontiers 
during the years 1761 and 1762. Few names from North- 
ampton are found upon the muster-rolls. 

1 For lift of soldiers In ibo soreo jrosrs war, ••• Appondi^ 
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FIRST SCHOOL-COMMITTEE— NEW COURT-HOUSE. 

w*r not Rocogoized DuRiNG tbese seven years of anxiety* 
by the Town. alarm, and bloodslied, town* affairs moved 

forward with their usual serenity and har- 
mony. Not an entry on the records gives the shadow of 
an intimation that a sanguinary conflict was raging, or 
that at any time tliere was the least danger of an invasion. 
By no vote was the critical condition of the country in any 
way recognized. The enlistment and impressment of sol- 
diers was constantly in progress, and the young men of 
the town were marching in scores to the seat of war. 
Some of the companies were composed almost entirely of 
citizens of Northampton, and many from that town were 
members of different organizations scattered throughout 
the county. Several Northampton soldiers were killed, 
and many wounded. Not a few during the almost contin- 
uous movements of the troops were billeted here at consid- 
erable expense to individuals, if not to the town ; yet no 
municipal action seems to have been deemed necessary. 
It is true that none of the Indian raiders penetrated the 
town, though its citizens were frequently called upon to 
guard the neighboring settlements. Even when nearly all 
the militia had been called away to repel threatened inva- 
sion, when none knew how soon the dread French and In- 
dians would overrun the country, such matters as the fol- 
lowing engaged the attention at town-meetings : -^ the re- 
moval of pigsties from the town lands, the building of 
horse sheds, the changing of pews in the meeting-house, or 
the use of the school-house on Sunday noons. If meetings 
were held to consult upon military matters, no records of 
them have come to light 
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PtoM for luiMiac Stringent regulations were from time to 
Towm oAcM. time atlopted in reference to the service of 

indiviihials chosen to fill town offices. The 
colony laws prescribed the amount of fine to be collected 
from those |ier8<m8 who refused to accept office when elected, 
and theorist ically no man was )>ermitted to shirk his official 
dutii>s without imying the |)enalty. Five |x>unds was the 
le^al price that was requir^nl to release a man from under- 
taking the duties of constable, but notwithstanding this 
heavy fine it was not always an easy matter to find capable 
men wiHing to serve in that capacity. While cases are not 
rare in which the treasury was enriched through such 
declinations, many refusails to serve were condoned with- 
out enforcing the |M»nalty, and in a few instances the courts' 
of law wei*e resorteil to in order to compel the payment of 
these fines. For many years the com))ensation paid to con- 
stables was 208.jier year. In 1741, the constables '' in the 
bo<ly of the town " were paid £4, in bills of credit, and in 
the new town 40s. This law continued in force till 1746, 
when it was rei)ealed, and the compensation fixed at each 
annual meeting. After that date the usual amount paid 
was 208. 

Th«Peiuut J Enforced. A marked instance of enforcing the pen- 
alty for refusing to serve as constable oc- 
curred in 1754. At the annual March meeting Comet John 
Hunt was chosen to that office. Immediately, before Ck>r- 
net Hunt had opportunity either to accept or decline, Lieut. 
Caleb Strong (father of Gov. Caleb) moved that the town 
should '' determine what sum they would accept of any 
person chosen to the office of constable in lieu of serving 
in that office/' and it was voted to *' excuse the person 
chosen, if he would pay down the sum of £3 lawful money, 
to be disposed of to the use of the poor.^ Evidently this 
action on the part of Lieut Strong was considered as a 
thrust at Comet Hunt, and his friends retaliated by elect- 
ing Lieut. Strong constable. In the afternoon, permission 
having been granted him to consider the matter till that 
time, Lieut. Strong declined to serve, ^^but,** the record 
reads, '' he did not pay down the £S lawful money or any 
part of it, nor the sum of £5, the penalty in the law (in 
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such cases provided) to be paid by persons refusing to 
serve in the constable's office, or any part of it" 

Having heard the decision of Lieut. Strong, the town 
forthwitli turned its attention to the other constable elect : 
'* Then Cornet John Hunt being present at said meeting, 
the town put the question to him whether he would serve 
in the office of constable of the town of Northampton for 
the ensuing year to which he had been chosen* & he de- 
clared he would not accept said office nor serve the town 
therein. The town then made choice of Joseph Hawley 
Esq., for their agent to prosecute Lieut. Caleb Strong, Cor- 
net John Hunt in manner as the law airects for the pen- 
alty each of them had incurred by refusing to serve as con- 
stables this year and which they ought to pay by the law 
of this Government in such cases provided, to the use of 
the poor of the town of Northampton." 

Major Hawley brought the case of Lieut. Strong before 
the County Court and a summons was issued for his ap- 
pearance before it, but no further record of the case has 
been found. Apparently Lieut. Strong was let off with the 
payment of the fine of £3, as there is no indication of any 
subsequent action in the case. Cornet Hunt seems to have 
escaped without prosecution. 

MoreDifflcuity Still further trouble in reference to con- 
about con«ubie«. stables occurred the following year ; several 
persons nominated for that office could not 
be elected. At last Ebenezer Clark Jr. and John Baker 
Jr., not being liable to serve, having held the office within 
seven years, proposed to accept the position for 408. each» 
and they were chosen on that condition. 

A New schooi-HouM The questiou of erecting a new school- 
*'*"'• house in the center of the town had been a 

long time in agitation. Five years had 
elapsed since the town had decided to build one, but it 
soon after rescinded that order. Its need bec-ame more and 
more apparent as time slipped by, and in 1755, at the March 
meeting, a committee was appointed to consider and report 
thereon. They advised that a school-house should be built 
'Marge enough to accommodate the grammar school and 
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the writiuK and reading scholars in all seasons of the 
year." In May the town voted to build a school -house of 
brick, 36 by 18 feet. It was to be place<l in the vicinity of 
the old school-house, which was to be disposoil of, and the 
procecHls appropriato<I towards the expense of the new one. 
An account of the committee having charge of the work, 
is on file among the documents of the year 1755, which 
shows an expenditure of £84.10.05. 

" siM-pherd't uiMd.** The Island in Connecticut River, formerly 
known as " Stoddard's Island" and later as 
"Shepherd's Island," was first brought into notice in 1754, 
when GidiHiu Lyman of Northampton |)etitioned the Gen- 
eral Court for liberty to purchase the projierty. He states 
that there is an island IxOonging to the Province between 
Fort Meadow in Hmlloy and Old Rainbow in Northamp- 
ton, containing " as he judges" six or seven acres, "where- 
on the brush begins to grow, and has been gathering about 
30 years," and prays that a committee may be chosen to 
sell the same to him. In April, John Worthington and 
Oliver Partriilge were appointed to sell the Island ** for the 
most it will bring." Nothing seems to have been accom- 
plished under this vote, and Gideon Lyman, though he 
owned land in Old Rainbow, opposite the Island, failed to 
make the purchase. 

Tbtt isuod a Bom Tliis Island, as the petition of Lyman 
of conttDtion. shows, had been many years accumulating. 
For a long time it was nothing but sand, 
upon which a few bushes began to grow. By degrees it 
became covered with soil, and grass appeared* It was 
then claimed by both Northampton and Hadley. Farmers 
from both towns claimed the crop, and one year it was 
mowed by a man from Hadley, named Brooks, but the hay 
was carried off by Nathaniel Day of this town. In order 
to settle the ownership, the General Court, in 1770, ap- 
pointed John Worthington, Joseph Hawley, and ElishA 
Porter, a committee to sell the property. It consisted at 
that time, ''of three or four acres of good improved land 
and about as much more that is likely to become fit for 
improvement in a short time." They sold it at ''public 

\ 
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vendue,^ and it was purchased by Solomon Stoddard for 
" £100 lawful money." In a short time he sold one half of 
it to Noah Edwards. ** Stoddard's Island" continued to 
increase, and in twenty-five or thirty years, seven or eight 
acres were mowed. 

Tbe PurobMd Money Thc ucxt year, a Committee from several 
DUbuned. towiis iu the county petitioned the Legis- 

hature, asking that the money paid for the 
Island should l)e granted to the county to aid in building 
and maintaining bridges. They say that this '* Island has 
arisen in the river within the memory of man and so the 
incrc.'use of the estate of the province has grown out of the 
loss of the inhabitants of said county.'' Their petition 
was granted, and the county used the money for the erec- 
tion and support of a bridge over Ware River, 

Leri Shepherd buys In 1803, Levi Shepherd Jr., bought the 

the Island. Island of Mr. Stoddard and Eli and Vester 

Edwards, for $1200, and sold it to liis 

father. Since that transaction it has been known as 

" Shepherd's Island.** 

r 

Town Action in In Juue, 1756, the town refused to hire any 
1756 nnd 17W. ^^t a Grammar schoolmaster, and ordered 
the selectmen to " Direct the Schoolmaster 
that he Spend no more Time with y* Latin Scholars than 
their Equal proportion with other Scholars." The school- 
master was evidently a believer in classical education, and 
took great delight in imparting his knowledge. — Dr. 
Mather sought permission to build a pew in the meeting- 
house, on the women's side of the broad alley, at th^ end 
of the body seats, but the people were unwilling to sanc- 
tion any encroachments upon that portion of the house, 
and the request was denied. — The meeting-house had now 
been built about twenty years, and was in need of substan- 
tial repairs. Accordingly it was ordered that the needed 
improvements should be made, and a window put into the 
southwest gable of the house. — In May an order was passed 
to build a bridge over Mill River at ''Welch End,** pro- 
vided the owners of the upper mill would provide plank. 
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As the main use of tlie bridge would be for the purpose of 
reaoliing the mil), it was considered proper that the pro- 
prietors thereof should bear a portion of the expense. 
They, however, apparently demurreil, and in December the 
vote was n*scindcd.— Ensign Josiah Clark and Josiah Clark 
Jr. were cK'cupying a portion of the highway with pig- 
sties, and thoy were remindeil of the trosiwiss, and warned 
that they could only continue them there " during the 
town's pleasure and no longer.**— Dea. Sheldon was given 
IK^miission to build a horse shed on town land near the 
nuH'ting-house, and also to make an alteration in the seats 
in his iK?w in the meeting-house, so that he ** may more di- 
rei-tly face the pulpit, provider! that he restore the pew to 
its former state at his own cost, when he left it, if the town 
so voted.** 

School iioQM Bot to People who lived at a distance from the 
b^u»«dfora**!iooa mceting-house, were often, especially in 
****** the winter months, much inconvenienced 

on Sundays for want of a place in which to warm them- 
selves after their long and cold ride from home before 
meeting commenced, as well as a place in which to spend 
the intermission between services. Soon after the new 
school-house was finished, Samuel Janes, and other farmers 
residing at Pascommuck, asked permission to use that 
building ^' before and Between meetings as a place of Shel- 
ter and Retirement** It would have made a very com- 
fortable ''noon house,** but the town refused to permit the 
school-house to be opened on Sunday for any such purpose. 
So the Pascommuck people were obliged to quarter them- 
selves upon their acquaintances on Sunday, or rest and re- 
fresh themselves literally under the shadow of the pulpit.* 

1 Pttople who eMBtt troM distant parte of th* town seeded mmm other pUo* thaa 
th« m•etlD|^ho«M stoiM in which to paM tho tiB« botweea Mrmoos. In somo towas 
**Boon houMs^ wttre bailt by indiTldaal«, DOAriy always oa kuid near tha oMettaf- 
hoQM. Moat of them had two rooma, ooa for aaeh ses, wHh flrefdaoea. S«oh hmuas 
vara In asa In Southampton and Waathampton, bat nana mmi to hava baan bvlli 
hara. Ona family in Northampton, hired a room near tha maatlBf>hooaa for their 
aepaelal nee on Sondaj. ^ 

• • 
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scbooicomiDittM For one hundred five years since the settle- 
Appointed, ment of the town, the schools, as well as 
all other municipal business, had been under 
the general supervision of the Selectmen. But with tho 
increase of scholars, and the advance in methoils and 
studies, the educational interests of the town demanded & 
closer attention, and more careful consideration than the 
townsmen with all their other duties were able to give 
them. Consequently on the 2^ of January, 1759, the first 
School-Committee was appointed. It consisted of six per- 
sons, who, together with the Selectmen, were to have juris- 
diction over all the schools in town. Though it was not 
then termed a School-Committee, its duties were such as 
have since devolved upon that body. For this purpose tho 
following named persons wore selected : — Isaac Parsons, 
Ebenezer Clark Jr., Lieut. Aaron Wright, Nathaniel 
Phelps, Ens. Jonathan Strong, and Capt. James Lyman. 
They were instructed 

** to join the Selectmen to Consider how many Schools it should b» 
necessary Sc profitable for this Town to keep from this Time till next 
ploughing Time for the Instruction and Education of y* boys of thia 
Town both in Qrammir learning and to read Sc Write, and Impowered 
8* com*** togetlier with y* S »lectinen to determine y* same in behalf of 
y* Town and to procure Suitable persons to Keep and Teach such 
Schools and to Take up Such house or houses besides the School house- 
as Shall be needed for that purpose. To agree [upon] the Sums to b» 
given Such Teachers or Masters. To assign the number of Boys to 
Each School that at present are kept or that they Shall Judge proper to 
Set up and to determine and order of what Sort they Shall be : To wit, 
wether Grammar Scholars or readers or Writers which Shall be admit- 
ted to and Taught in Each School respectively.*' 

The assessors were ordered to raise such sums of money 
as might be necessary to defray the expenses. Ten pounds 
were also granted .for ** the instruction of boys living at y* 
farms and remote parts of Northampton." Unlimited 
power relating to schools was by this vote delegated to this 
committee. They were empowered to control the schools^ 
to hire teachers, provide school-rooms, and were authorized 
to expend whatever money was needed for school purposes^ 
without restriction* 
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Tb« scbAoiotmaiii- In January of the following year, at a 
**• i«»»tnicte4. 8|)ccial town-wieeting, another scliool-com- 
mittee was appointed. It was composed of 
the selectmen and four (insteail of six) other persons. This 
committee was instructed to consider the necessity of "set- 
ting; up one or more English schools in acldition to those 
ah-eady kept" either in the town school-house or some 
other buihling, and to supply the schools with wood forth- 
with. It is not certain that the committee increased the 
numlK'r of schools under this vote, as no payments were 
ma<lo for teaching to any other persons tlian Titus and 
Eloazar King. An extra school, however, seems to have 
b<»cn kept about this time in the ** old Bela Strong house,** 
situated at the westerly comer of Main and South Streets. 

Met-tioi; HouM lu. During the month of December, 1759, the 
p«ire under Ad- subjcct of repairing the meeting-house was 
agam under discussion. More extensive 
repairs thereon than had been anticipated were found to be 
necessary, and no action was taken under the vote of three 
years previous. Quite extensive changes were in cimtem- 
plat ion. Among them were an addition to the northwest- 
erly side of the building, constructing porches over the 
southeasterly and southwesterly doors, moving one flight of 
the gallery stairs into the belfry and another into one of 
the porches, and making some new pews. The timbers 
also neetled strengthening, and other repairs were impera- 
tive. A committee, appointed to consider the question, 
made a very unsatisfactory report and the town voted to 
send for Master Langdon of Springfield, an old and expe- 
rienced carpenter, who was to examine the building and 
** give his best advice concerning the strengthening and se- 
curing the Meeting House.'* His suggestions were acted 
on to some extent, but it is evident that little was done be- 
yond mending and patching, as the only account upon the 
treasurer's book, during that year, is an item of £5. 12. Hi 
paid to joiners for work upon the meeting-house. No 
porches were built at this time, nor were any new pews 
added. 

Repairs were also required upon the Court- House, owned 
and occupied jointly by the town and county, but the 
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town, though requested by the county to make them, re- 
fused an appropriation for that purpose. 

vou to Procure » One Tcoson for this economy of the town 
Now Boll. funds may be found in the fact that a new 

bell seemed to be an absolute necessity. 
For seventy-eight years the old one had been on duty, and 
it was no longer powerful enough to be heard throughout 
the central portion of the settlement. In March, 17G0, the 
town voted to procure a new bell, as soon as convenient, 
" to hang in the Meeting House in the Town of so large a 
size as shall effectually serve and answer the ends &; pur- 
pose of a Meeting House bell to this Town & Society.** 
The matter was placed in the hands of a committee with 
power to act. In June of the following year a "Gi-eat 
Bell," which weighed 7 cwt. 3 qrs. 15 lbs. was shipped 
from Boston on board the sloop Nancy. It was im- 
ported from England and cost in that country £6 ster- 
ling per cwt Col. Seth Pomeroy and Timothy Dwight 
negotiated the purchase through Joseph Scott, in Boston, 
whose bill for everything connected with the bell, includ- 
ing customs fees, freight, insurance, wharfage, etc., was 
£63. 13.7 sterling. On this he charged a commission of 5 per 
cent., amounting to £3.3.8. To this sum of £66.17.3 it was 
necessary to add 33§ per cent, in order to find its equivalent 
in lawful money, which brought the amount up to £89.3. 
A small additional charge for wharfage and truckage in 
Boston, made the cost of the bell in lawful money, when 
shipped on board the sloop, £89.9.8. The bell was to be 
delivered either at Hartford or Rocky Hill, and the freight 
was £1.13.4.^ Within a year, probably on account of over- 
zealous ringing by irresponisible persons, and j>ossibly also 
because of incomplete machinery, the bell was broken. In 
August, 1761, the town was called together to decide about 
replacing it, as well as about "prosecuting those persons 
who were instrumental in breaking it." An order was 
adopted which provided for sending the bell to the founder 
at Fairfield, to be recast or mended. If it should be recast 

1 Similar boils woro in um in tho towns of Hotllold, Sprlagilcld oad Loniffioodow. 
All of thom woro ooot ia EoKlond oad hod tbio Inaorlptloa: — 
** To Uo oburob, Uo UvlBff I oolU 

To tbo flOTO I OUUMB oU.«* 
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the committee was authorized to receive subscriptions 
towards enlarging it, and to increase its weight \o the 
amount of the subscriptions received, provided it did not 
exceed 1000 lbs. Repairs on the bell, whether it was 
mended or recast is not known, cost £21. It was received 
in December, 1761, and an order was adopted requiring it 
to be hung so as to " effect a more easy ringing," as well as 
a more "effectual striking of the clock to serve the pur- 
pose of a bell and clock for the town,** 

The Old Bell Sold. Southampton made a pro|K>sition to pur- 
chase the old bell, and in 17G3, a special 
meeting was called to decide the mSfter. This meeting 
was belli in July, and the town voted not to sell, but after- 
wards reconsidered that vote and apiK>inted a committee to 
dispose of it to the best advantage. It has been generally 
understood that the old bell was sold to Southampton, but 
the town records contain no further allusion to the subject. 

8m«u Pox. This dread disease, which may have been 

the occasion of thu great mortality among 
the Indian tribes of Massachusetts, shortly before the arri- 
val of the whites, had since beeu little known in the inte- 
rior, and did not prevail in the inland towns to any great 
extent till the latter half of the eighteenth century. The 
disease had. however, according to Dr. Douglass, "been 
epidemical in Boston eight times,** previous to 1752, caus- 
ing the death of many persons. Apparently no one had 
died of it in Northampton before that date. It was prob- 
ably introduced into this section from the army, a number 
of soldiers having died from it in Westfield and Brookfield 
during the year 1701. About this time a sort of hospital 
for inoculated small pox^ was established in Springfield, 

1 InocaUtlon vbieb bftd been prantlced In Europe nearly half * eentarj, wbeve 11 
wee bitterlj oppoeed bj pbjeiclene end wee rt^ry unpopnler emong tbe eoamoa pe^ 
pie. wee introduced Into tbie eountry In I790i Tbe clervy fcenerelljr defended tbe 
preetice. In November, 1721, Dr. Inereeee Xetber wrote tbet tbe prectlee bed bees 
Introduced in Enjelend, wbere eoroe judlcioue in«f(iiitretee end minletera epprered of 
It. Among tbe minletera In New England wbo favor^ it were Dr. Metber bJ m ee lf , 
wbo bad preacbed over elxtj jreare, and bie eon. ** Aleo we bear,** be wrltee« **tbal 
tbe Rev. and learned Mr. Solomon Stoddard of Nortbampton conenn witb «e; alee 
Mr. WIee of Ipewlob * mauj of our younger dlvlnee. But few profane pereooa ap- 
prove or defend Inoculation. Tbie to me la a welgbty ooael4erati<Hi. Tbere are 
wortbj pereone agalnet inoculation, but tbe known oblldren of tbe wteked are gea- 
erally fierce enemlee to inoculation.** Ita epponenta ealled iaoeutetioB tbe work of 
tbedaWL 
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and among its patients were Caleb Strong Jr. (afterwards 
Governor, then sixteen years old), of Northampton, and 
Elisha Porter of Hadley. Cases of this nature as well as 
of other contagious diseases, were treated in a house owned 
by Increase Clark, situated probably on Pancake Plain. 
Some apprehension concerning this dread disease doubtless 
prevailed here, but the town refused to order the building 
of a pest-house. Existing arrangements were deemed suf- 
ficient. 

Old House of Cor- In March, 17G0, the town voted to sell to 
rection Sold. Itliamar strong the land ** that has so long 
been enclosed for the old house of correc- 
tion.** The prison-house on this land, at the corner of 
Main and South Streets, built in 1707, was sold for 568. 
Very probably this old building was considerably out of 
repair, and was of little use for the purpose for which it 
was constructed. It was never very secure, but seems to 
have answered its purpose passably well for about half a 
century. A new jail was built on Pleasant Street, in 1773, 
and for thirteen years there seems to have been no place 
nearer than Springfield for the detention of criminals. 

Various Town Mu- Ouce more the thievish crow comes to the 
t«ra acted upon, front, and again a price is put upon his 
head. For every fledged crow killed be- 
tween the middle of April and the middle of June, a pre- 
mium of Is. was offered and 4d. for all unfledged.— That 
the gallery stairs had not been I'emoved, as had been con- 
templated, is evident from the fact that children were pro- 
hibited from sitting on them on Sunday, above the first 
broad stair from the floor.— An inquiry was instituted con- 
cerning the cost of a fire-engine, but no machine of that 
kind was purchased for thirty years. — All the millers in 
town were required to conform to the laws respecting tolls, 
and the petition of the inhabitants of Pascommuck for an 
appropriation to pay for preaching in that village was 
denied. 
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iadict<Hi for a Defect- In January, 17C1, the town was indicted 
iT» Hichvv- for a defective hip^hway between North- 

ampton and tlie Hatfield moeting-house. 
It was votefl to defend the suit, and Joseph Hawley and 
B«'njamin Parsons were chi>sen agents. The vote to con- 
test wiis re-nirinned in Mart*h. In May the case was tried 
before the Court of General Sessions at Springfield, a ver- 
dict n^nden^d aguiiist the town, and a fine of £4 imposed. 
Mr. Hawley carri<*<l the C4ise on appeal to the Superior 
0)urt, and at the SuptemWr term, the former verdict was 
Si't aside, the indictment being quashed as insufficient. In 
the meantime, it is presumed that the highway had been 
re|mired. Major Hawley received £2 for his services. 

iNTisinaof HMnp. Tlie Couuty of Hampshire was first divided 
•hirwCouMj. jn 17C1. On petition of William Williams 
and others, the General Court sliced off the 
westerly jwrtion of it, and formed Berkshire County. 
Named in the act establishing the county were four incor- 
porated towns and six plantations, and the petitioners rep- 
resenteil that the inhabitants of some of them were com- 
pelled to travel fifty miles to attend courts at Springfield 
and Northampton. Tlie question was brought before the 
town at the March meeting in 17G1, to see, as expressed in 
the warrant, "whether the town had any objections'* to 
offer to the movement. No opposition manifested itself, 
but by way of precaution the selectmen were authorised to 
take such "measures as they thought fit to prevent the 
town 8 being in any manner prejudiced by the new county." 
Many citizens of Northampton, as well as other towns in 
tlie old county, were interested in the settlements thus set 
off. Not a few owned real estate in them, and among their 
inhabitants were sons and daughters of persons living in 
this town. 

Some objections were made by the selectmen of North- 
ampton to the boundary of the new county. They con- 
tended that the proposed line would take in a considerable 
tract of laud east of No. 4 (Becket), adjacent to Northamp- 
ton and Hatfield, and suggested a slight alteration. The 
line proposed by them was adopted substantially as the 
eastern boundary of the new county. 
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Diflpuud Land In A special meeting was called to inquire into 
Middle McjMiow. ^}jq ownership of certain lands in Middle 
Meadow. A committee reported that a con- 
siderable part of them belonged to the town. Thereupon 
a vote was passed to make the title good. From this action 
grew a long drawn out law suit, which was not settled till 
1764, and then matters seem to have been left about as they 
were when the suit was commenced. Apparently a test 
case was made with the heirs of Jonathan Hunt, and in 
the course of a couple of years the town expended not far 
from £88 in the litigation. Northampton lost the case be- 
fore the lower court, and api>ealed to the Suj>erior Court. 
In 17G4, the town decided that it "would become non 
suit if the Hunts would agree to be defaulted." Appar- 
ently both sides were ready to compromise on that basis, 
for at the September session of the higher court neither 
party put in an appearance. 

Attempt to mnke Hardly had the new County of Berkshire 
Northampton the jjecu established, when a movement waa 
"' **^*' commenced to make Northampton the shire- 

town of Old Hampshire, instead of Springfield. A peti- 
tion signed by Timothy Dwight of Northampton and Oli- 
ver Partridge of Hatfield, in which it was claimed that 
Northampton was much more central than Springfield, waa 
presented to the Legislature in April, 1761. Northampton 
supplemented this petition by another in the following^ 
May, instructing a committee to '^procure &; Send Some 
proper person an Agent to Boston to prosecute the affair.^ 
Col. Timothy Dwight was delegated to perform this duty^ 
and there remains on file an order on the town treasurer, 
signed by the three selectmen to pay him "three £ and 
seven pence one fifth part of a penny in full satisfaction for 
the like sum paid at Boston by him in and about the affair 
of the town of Northampton's a])plication to the Qenl 
Court to be constituted the Shire Town of the county of 
Hampshire.'* Some towns in the northern part of the 
county petitionee! in favor of Northampton, and others in 
favor of Hadley, while those in the southern portion op* 
posed any change. In January of the following year, 
twenty-one towns in the northern half of the county peti« 
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tioned that the shire-towu should be either Northampton 
or Hadloy, as the General Court should see fit. * Both pe- 
titions were dismissed in February, 1762, and Northampton 
did not attain the coveted honor till the second division of 
the county was made in 1812. 

stMb^th Warden* Eitlicr disorder in the meeting-house in- 
<^<^^ creased considerably or there were not tith- 

ing-men enough chosen to preserve order, 
for in 1761, four men were selected especially to preserve 
order in the meeting-house on Sunday. Tliey were called 
"Sabbath Wardens,'* and for about eighteen years were 
chosen annually with other town officers. They were sub- 
sequently ordered to ])rocure badges of office similar to 
those carried by tithing-men. In 1764, the town by vote, 
required the tithing-men and wardens to sit by turns, in 
some public place in the galleries, to prevent disturbances, 
and to enforce the law for preserving order in the meeting- 
house. 

Nttw School PropoMd Towu schools Were overflowing with pu- 
oTer mu Riv«r. pijg^ ^^j ^ ^^g determined in 1761 to 

. establish a new school on the south side 
of Mill River. The selectmen were instructed first to take 
the "Lickingwater** boys out of the town school, and if 
one master could '^ advantageously instruct those that re- 
mained in the English school, to set up a school on thai 
side of the river provided the Parents and Masters of the 
boys there will procure a room and wood to support if 
Provision was also made that boys from other parts of the 
tewn should be sent there. It is not probable that another 
school was '' set up** in South Street at this time. As was 
the case two years before, no additional teachers seem to 
have been employed, and it may be inferred that the 
** Parents and Masters ** were unwilling te provide a school- 
room and fuel as well as pupils. 

1 In diMmMloff tbU sabjert. Cot WllUaiDt of Hatllttld l« aaid to bavo oboorrod : — > 
**The peoplo of Hatfleld are induttrioas and tbriviDf, and to bavo tbo eourta Omf 
would injure tbetr Induatrj and tbrift. Kortbainptoa peoplo are verj rellgioiia and 
tbe meaaure would be injurioua to tbeir reliclon. but Hadlej baa neltber tbrift nor 
moralitj to be injured.** Hadlej waa tben and long afterwarda greatlj demomllaed 
bj bard drlaklBg. 
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Interior of the Meet- In 17G2, the town refused to determine the 
log. House im- agg ^t whicli boys should be allowed to 
^^^ ' sit in the gallery. This was probably pro- 

hibitory, and shut the boys out of that section entirely. 
So large had become the congregation, and so crowded was 
the meeting-house, that a general overhauling of the seat- 
ings in it was ordered. A committee was apiK)inted to 
make a "general alteration of persons sitting in the meet- 
ing house," as well as to settle with pei-sons who have built 
l)ews at their own expense, so that the whole may be 
" appropriated to the town's use as others are." An excep- 
tion was made in the case of Noah Clark and his daughter, 
the wife of Gideon Lyman. They were permitted by special 
vote to retain the scats they then occupied. 

More New Counties With the establishment of the new County 
Petitioned for. q( Berkshire came a desire for a general 
dividing up of the old counties in Middle 
and Western Massachusetts. Two propositions to dismem- 
ber Worcester and the adjoining counties on each side, 
originated in the former county within three years. In 
17G3, Brig. -Gen. Ruggles of Worcester and others peti- 
tioned for the formation of another county to be composed 
of certain towns in Elastem Hampshire and Western Wor- 
cester. Northampton voted to make no opposition to the 
scheme, but nothing seems to have resulted from the un- 
dertaking. The year following another county was pro- 
jected from towns in Northern Worcester and Middlesex 
Counties, but that also failed. 

The sbtrkshire Road. A road was laid from Northampton to 
Shirkshire or Murrayfield (now Norwich), 
in 1762, the committee reporting at the March meeting the 
following year. It was built at the expense of the town 
and was not completed for two years. For many years it 
was the main road to Westhampton. The principal portion 
of this highway seems to have been constructed under the 
superintendence of Col. Seth Pomeroy. He began the 
work on the 11** of September, 1764, on the ** west side of 
Rocky Hill,'' and finished on the 8** of November. His 
account was kept by days' work. For instance, ** Monday 
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24'* Sept 20 days work at tlie way. • • • Tuesday 9** 
October. 29 days work at the way.'* Tbe whole number 
of days* work charged by him was five hundred sixty- 
three, *' reckoning a team and hand with them two days or 
equal to 2 men.*' The road commenced '' against Benjamin 
Edwards pasture bars at Rocky Hill,** and probably fol- 
lowed the old ])ath to Park Hill, and to King's saw-mill on 
the Manhan River. The entire distance was 3003 rods, 
about nine and one half miles. 

Prcwecutea for Urn- Disorder was not altogether confined to one 
iiciou* Mischief, df^y in i\^Q week, nor entirely to the meet- 
ing-house. Only occasionally, however, did 
the young mislieliave themselves to such an extent as to 
get into the clutches of the law. Soon after the appoint- 
ment of Sunday wardens, several young men from this 
and other towns were brought before the court, charged 
with malicious mischief. In May, 17G4, Elijah King of 
Charlestown, N. H., Joseph Burt of Northfield, and John 
Hunt Jr. of Northampton, were presented by the jury for 
making a riot and disturbance in Northampton, and break- 
ing the windows of the school-house, on the evening of 
January IG, 17G4. They were discharged. At the same 
time the al)ove named persons and William Mather of 
Northampton were presented for the following unlawful 
and unseemly acts. They were charged with "carrying 
away Ithamar Strong's sled ; taking down Benjamin Ed- 
wards bam yard bars and letting out his cattle ; taking 
down Simeon Clapp*8 bam yard bars ; carrying away a 
small sleigh^ called a pung of the value of 5s. belonging 
to Ebenezer Hunt, carrying away a small sleigh called a 
pung of the value of 5s. belonging to Josiali Clark Jr., 
taking down Bela Strong*s bars and opening the doors of 
his stable and manger and letting the cattle into his bam, 

1 Sleighs or " SUja ** sa tbej w«r« •ometlmes spelled, wers moi oomaKm. onlj sis 
or elffbt being la use ia Nortbsnptoii is 1704. Titey were for tbe most psrt ordluAtj 
sleds with plsnk runners, and those for use with one horse were eslled **p«ai|a.** 
Sleigh'rides were not among tbe winter diversions ia this section till tbe last two 4a- 
csdes uf the eighteenth century. These sleighs were quite large, soae having foar 
seau and were capable of holding twelve or llf tef*a persons. Tbe jroung peopla of 
Horthampton rode down to Blias Lynan*s and Lemuel Pomeroy*s In SontbaaptOB, to 
Capt. Samuel Pairfleld*s in Williamsburg, and to other plaoes la tbe valley. Nearlj 
all the sleighs in the village were called In requisition when one of these ridea o^ 
curred. Occaaionally they bad a danoe and nsually took tbe village flddlar, a colortd 
»wltht 
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taking up two planks of the bridge over Little (Mill) River 
near the house of Bathsheba Hull." They were fined IDs. 
each and costs. Bathsheba Hull lived near South Street 
bridge, and probably Little Mill River was the mill trench. 

Bathsheba Hull. She was a uegress, widow of Amos HulU 
and occupied a small house on the Island 
near South Street bridge, formed by the Mill Trench. She 
bought the pi^operty of John McLane, who had it of his 
father, Cuthburt McLane. The town claimed the land, 
and in 1705, brought an action to evict the negress. John 
Webb's original home lot extended fi*om Main Street to 
Mill River. When the first grist-mill was built, a short 
distance up the stream, the trench for carrying away the 
waste water was dug across the lower end of this lot, and 
Webb relinquished to the town that part of it cut oflF by 
the trench, receiving an equivalent elsewhere. On this 
transaction the town based its title to the property, claim- 
ing possession within thirty years, averring disseizure 
through John McLane, then of Siiffield. The McLanes 
were squattei-s on the land, and John, inheriting from his 
father, who was for many years supporte<l by the town, 
considered his title good. This claim covered the site of 
the old brick school-house just above the old South Street 
bridge, though it is probable that the bridge was then 
somewhat further up the stream. In 1766, the case was 
decided in favor of the town, and the next year a vote was 
passeil authorizing the purchase of the dwelling-house in 
which Bathsheba Hull lived, "'notwithstanding the fact 
that the town had a legal right to said house.'' In case she 
" would not accept a reasonable price for it," the committee 
were ordered to '' demolish and abate the same in such 
manner as to render it uninhabitable." She probably sold 
out, as there appears a charge in the expense account of 
1768, for " carting Bathsheba s goods to the lower end of 
Pleasant Street, Is. 6'." The town afterwards sold the 
property. In 1837, the Mill Trench was still visible, and 
on the Island were three houses owned by the Hunts, who 
had previously come into possession of the Webb lot. Now 
every trace of trench or Island has been obliterated by the 
railroad embankment. 
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workhooM Proponed. In 17C6, a committee was constituted to 
confer with tlie nei|;liboring "towns of 
Hatfield and Hmlley, respecting the building of a work- 
house in conjunction for the use and benefit of the three 
towns.*' Timotliy Dwight Jr., Dea. Ebenezer Hunt and 
Col. Seth Pomeroy, constituted this committee, but noth- 
ing seems to have bet»n accomplished. No rejKjrt by them 
is anywhere alluded to upon the recortls. On consideration 
it was probably deemed a matter upon which the towns 
could not profitably enter into partnership. 

A K«w court-HouM Tlie Court-House and Town Hall, owned 
to Agiution. a„d used jointly by the Town and County, 

built in 1738, was old, and in need of re- 
pairs. The question came before the town in 17C6, in the 
form of a threefold proi)08ition made by the county :— that 
the town buy the share owned by the county, join the 
county in building anew, and in selling the old one. A 
committee was appointed to confer with the county officials 
regarding the sale of the property, but the town refused to 
do anything more than its rateable proportion towards 
building a new Court-House. No terms satisfactory to 
either party were arranged at this time. A proposition 
was made the next year to purchase the home lot of ESisha 
Alvord, corner of Main and King Streets, as a site for the 
new court-house, "soon to be erected," but the town re- 
fused to make an appropriation for that purpose. At the 
same time, however, it was voted "to repair the town 
house underpinning as may render it safe, and so not to 
expose any person's life by falling." Town-meetings con- 
tinued to be held in this building till 1777, and after that 
time in the Court-House, till 18U, when a new Town Hall 
was built. In 1782, the Town and County united in the 
sale of the old building, when Robert Breck paid the town 
£4.8.9 for one half of it 

AK«wCottri.HooM The proposition to build a new Court- 

B^>^ House, brought before the County Court 

in 1766, was the occasion of the above 

named action by the town. William Williams of Deerfield 

and Oliver Partridge of Hatfield, together with others, 
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petitioned the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, at 
the November term of that year, for a new Court-House. 
They complained that the old building was "greatly out of 
repair and incommodious ♦ ♦ ♦ that as the courts at 
Northampton are usually held in the winter in cold and in- 
clement weather, your Petitioners & others necessarily at- 
tending said courts are subject and exposed to great Danger 
of Loss of health by reason of said Building being in want 
of Repairs," and asked **that a new Building be speedily 
erected for that purpose," or the old house repaired. The 
court at once ordered that XlOO should be raised in the next 
county tax for the purpose of erecting a new Court-House, 
and appointed Col. Partridge and Eleazer Porter a commit- 
tee to confer with the town of Northampton to ascertain 
whether the town would purchase the old one, or would 
unite with the county in soiling it, or in building anew. 
At the March term following, the committee reported that 
the town refused to entertain either of the propositions. 
Timothy D wight Jr., Capt. William Lyman, Mr. Solomon 
Stoddard of Northampton, Col, Partridge of Hatfield, and 
Eleazer Porter Esq. of Hadley, were constituted a commit- 
tee to '* form a model of a Court House," provide the ma- 
terials, and proceed to erect the building. The court also 
ordered the committee to "set the s^ house upon the Rise 
of Ground before Capt. Lyman*s dwelling house.'' At the 
adjourned March term, the court ordered that £30 should 
be paid to each of the Court-House committee, very prob- 
ably as compensation for their labor in preparing the 
"model." In August, 1767, the court ordered, "as the 
Rise of ground in front of Capt. William Lyman's house 
was not convenient for the purpose," that the committee 
should "set" the new Court-House "on the southerly side 
of Daniel Pomeroy's dwelling-house at or near the place 
known then by the name of the Poplar Tree.''' This was 
on the common at the junction of Main, Elm and West 
Streets, in front of Smith College. The committee at once 
proceeded with the work ; part of the foundation stone was 
delivered there and the excavation commenced. 

1 DmiI«1 Pomaroj UT«d oa tk« lol now oeo«pl«d bj th« CathoUo Cbareb, mad his 
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Tr«»ubu ahmit the Some difficulty seems to have developed in 
siuoftiMDiiiiii- reference to the location of the new build- 
ing, the court ordering two changes before 
it was definitely settled. No one seems to have suggested 
placing it on the site of the old Court-House, which was 
the most central and convenient ]x>sition« and as it proved 
quite near the point finally adopted. It stood in the high- 
way, at the intersection of Main and King Streets, south- 
east of the present Court-House. When the decision to 
place the building in front of Capt William Lyroan^s^ 
house was made known, the location whh deemed ho unsat- 
isfactory that certain citizens of Northampton endeavored 
to procure the Elisha Alvord homestead, on Meeting- House 
Hill, for that purpose. In March, the town refuse<l to aid 
in the purchase, but a committee, consisting of Ebenezer 
Hunt. Joseph Hawley, and Timothy D wight Jr., proceeded 
to raise the needed sum of money by subscription. In the 
meantime the court changed the location. During the 
summer the committee succee<led in obtaining the funds 
with which to purchase the Alvord place. One hundred 
thirty pounds were contributed by fifty-five i)er8ons from 
Northampton, and one from Hatfield, and the land was 
dee<le<l to the county ** for the purpose of a Green or Com- 
mon and for erecting a Court House, or Court Houses 
thereon." At the November term the court approved the 
purchase, accepted the deed, and ordered the committee to 
construct and finish the Court-House at that place. 

siu of ib« K«w The land on which the new Court-House 
coart-HouM. ^^g built, was first granted in 1075 to Sam- 
uel Allen, when his house on King Street 
was burned by the Indians. It afterwards came into the 
possession of Saul Alvord. He sold it in 1762 or 1763 to 
Elisha Alvord, and removed to Bolton. The committee of 

1 It It sonewbat uocertalo where Capt. Wtlliani Ljnan lived at this tima, bat 
probablj It waa on 3lato Street, on what waa after warda tba property of Jndg* 
Joaeph Ljmao, Jaat weat of the preaent Manalon H«hi86 block (wb^ra now ara tba 
atorea of F. W. Roberta, P. H. Dewey, E. H. Baniat«*r, and Boo Marebd). Tat notblof 
now Indlcataa that auj apedal ** Riae of Oroand ** ever eclated thara, nnlaaa It maj 
be that the top of the bill at the bead of Sooth StreM, waa ao daalfnatad. OoL Wfl- 
Ham Lynaan bougbt the homeatead In 17S7. Lieut. WiUlan Lyman llTed on Plaaaani 
Street, In 1748, but tba topography of that atreat would oonform atlU Itaa than tba 
other to tba daacrlptlon In tba oooit raoordn. 
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citizens having the matter in charge bought of the widow 
of Elisha Pomeroy, the homestead at the comer of Main 
and South Streets, and exchanged the same with Alvord 
for his home lot on Meeting- House Hill. In 1768, the new 
building was finished, and the committee reported that 
they had expended £353 on the structure. Courts were 
first held in the new building in February 1769.* 

1 For dMciiptioD sod plan of property — Appendix. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



POLITICAL MATTBRS— CRN8US— JAIL~NKW TOWK8. 

AritAtion Fore«h«4. Bkfork the close of the seven years* war 
owing the luroia- tlic agitation wliich resulted in the Revo- 
**"* lution, commenced. England proposed to 

tux the colonies for revenue, and on that line proceeded to 
legislate for America. The people denied the right of tax- 
ation without representation, and protested vigorously 
against the arbitrary legislation of the British Parliament. 
Opposition to the British government did not spring up in 
a single night. Aware of their dependence upon the 
mother-country, the colonies were loyal to the King. In- 
dependence had at first little or no foundation in the minds 
of the people of New England. Men who afterwards be- 
came leaders in the struggle for liberty, were reared in 
loyalty, and basked in the sunshine of kingly favor. Even 
when the laws of his ministers became burdensome and 
oppressive, they still honored the King as good and loyal 
subjects. While the hand of England lay lightly upon 
them they had no thought of independence. But when 
the usurpation of power led to oppressive legislation, no 
other method of relief presented itself. The preliminary 
struggles which led up to open warfare, are so familiar that 
there is no need even of recapitulation. Biitjoccasionally the 
town records contain an allusion to passing events in this _ ^"^ 
great controversy, and^n order to obtain a clear under- 
standing of town action thereon, a more detailed reference 
to the specific measures that called forth that action is 

deemed necessary. 

ti sti 
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Obnoxious Law.. ^y^its of assistance, search warrants au- 
tliorizing revenue officers to enter any man's 
house, day or night, and break open doors, trunks, boxes 
and imckages in search for goods suspecR»d of having l^een 
imi>orted witliout tlie payment of duties, were among the 
fii*st of the obnoxious laws tliat paved the way to inde- 
pendence. These laws were first issued in 17G1, and though 
not liable to be put in practice to any great extent in the 
valley towns, the agitation concerning them was not with- 
out its effect upon the po])ulation, however remote from 
the seashore. Then followed the su^ar tax^by which a 
duty of sixjieuce was levied upon every gallon of molasses 
im|>orted into the colony. But the Stamp Act, coupled 
with reneweil and vigorous enforcement of thelTavigation 
Laws against smuggling, was one of the exciting causes 
that roused the patriotism of the people. The latter, en- 
forced by the naval and military forces, was particularly 
obnoxious. It violated the sanctity of private life, and 
gave lil)erty, under the pretence of searching after contra- 
band goods, for an entry into every man's house, against 
whom an unscrupulous enemy might have sworn an infor- 
mation. Smarting under the effects of these inquisitory 
laws, it required but the imposition of the Stamp Act to 
call out a demonstration on the part of the people that 
ended in riotous proceedings. 

Th« sump Actv Intelligence of the passage of the Stamp 
Act reached Boston in May, 1765. The 
reception it met with may be considered as the opening 
act of the Revolution, and though the unpopular law was 
soon rei>ealed, the seeds of liberty were too strongly planted 
to be afterwards eradicated. In Boston the excitement in- 
creased, and in August reached the boiling point. Some of 
the officers, influential in passing the unsatisfactory enact- 
ment, were burned in effigy by the citizens, which fury, 
augmented by what it fed on, soon burst into rioting. The 
houses of several prominent men were broken open, and 
their contents destroyed or carried away. The better dis- 
posed of the people met at Faneuil Hall the next day, de- 
nounced these unlawful proceedings, and called upon the 
authorities to take measures to prevent further outbreaks. 
With the repeal of the Stamp Act came a demand from 
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Parliament for compensation from the colony for the loesee 
oi*ca^ione«l by the rioters. This proi)osition was discussed 
in the House of Deputies at its midsummer session, and a 
majority yoteil against. raising any money by tax to meet 
tht»i?e loss<»s. In tjiisjlebate. Major Hawley, representative _ 
from Xorthanipton^ was bold and outspoken in oppi>sitioiL 
It was on this oirasion that he electrifieil his hearers by the 
assertion that '* the Parliament of Great Britain has no ] 
right to legislate for us,** and for which he received then f 
and there the public tlianks of his friend and compatriot, * 
James Otis. A bill was presente^l which proposed a grant ' 
to nuH»t these losses, on condition that a free partlon should 
be given to all persons concerned in the outbreak. In 
order to feel the pulse of their constituents, this bill was 
printed and sent to the several towns. 

Tbe Town Mu upon !» Northampton, the matter was broug'^* 
^ »»"• l^efore the town, November 24**, 1766, by 

the following article in the warrant : — 
** To consider of a Bill now pending in tbe Hoaae of RepreaentatiTes 
entitled An Act for granting compensation to tbe Sufferers A of free 
A general Pardon, Indemnity & oblivion to tbe offenders in tbe lata 
times 3k to give Instructions to tbeir representative for bis condnct 
about tbe same.** * 

A committee of five persons, consisting of Capt. [Timo- ^/.^X'*^ 
thy] Dwight, Dea. [Ebenezer] Hunt, Mr. Gad Lymanf^Mr. 
Solomon Stoddard, and Col. Seth Pomeroy, was author- 
ized to consider the subject and report. At the afternoon 
session the committee presented their conclusions. Then 
followed the subjoined action by the meeting : — 

** Tbe Qneetlon was pnt wbetber tbey wonld instruct tbeir reprsMoi- 
ative to give bis votejbatjbe. Said Bill Sbonld pass to be enacted, ft it' 
passed in tbe negative. Tben tlie Qnestion was pnt wbetber tbey 
wonld accept t^e report of tbeir Said Committee, on tbe said bill, ft 
it passed in tbe negative. Tben it was moved tbat tbe following Qiiea> 
tion migbt be pnt, to wit :^ Wbetber it was tbe mind of tbe TownH 
tbat npon all matters tbat are or may be under tbe Consideratioo of tbe I 
Said bouse of representatives dnring tbe present Session, Tbeir repfe> 
tentative Sbould Act according to bis best Judgment ft discretion* on 
bearing tbe debates tbereon in tbat bouse, wbereupon tbe Said Cjuee-^ 
tion was put ft it passed in tbe alfirmative.** 

1 Bmt7*« Mms., vol t, p. MSw 

fl Tb« Ttews of Mr. Hawlej, then raprcMnUUve, bad ftlroodj booa bm^o knowa 
bj blm, «t tko proTious mmIob of tbo taglsUtars. 






-X- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



324 HISTORY OF NORTHAMPTON. ItWS. 

The Town Undecided. Evidently the town, divided in sentiment 
on the question, and unwilling to commit 
itself upon the issue, selected the best way out of the 
dilemma, by voting to abide by the decision of its repre- 
sentative. What discussion occurred in the town-meeting, 
or even wliat may have been the report of the committee, 
is not known, as that document has not been preserved. 
It is possible, judging from the political complexion of the 
committee, as developed later, that they may have reported 
in favor of the grant, but against the indemnity. It is 
not probable that they favored the passage of the bill as 
a wliole, nor that they proi)Ose<l to put the matter unre- 
servedly into the hands of their representative, as both of 
these suggestions were voted on independently of their 
report. 

The mil |Mu««^ by Tliis couimittce contained in the i)ersons of 
uie Lf Bi«»i«iure. Timotl iy Dwjght „and SoloniQii^Stoddard^ 
two individuals who were afterwards 
avowecftories^and one at least of the othei's is believed to 
have had strong predilections in that direction. The re- 
sult, however, was decidedly in favor of the bill, for which 
Major Hawley had already committed himself. During 
the debate in the legislature, he made strong opposition to 
any grant unless accompanied by the indemnity clause. 
A majority of the towns decided, like Northampton, to 
abide by the decision of their representatives, and the 
House voted at first to raise no money for such a purpose 
by taxation. After further discussion, however, an act 
substantially in accordance with the proposition sent to the 
towns, was passed by the House of Deputies, by a majority 
of eighteen votes. It was concurred in by the Council, and 
with reluctance signed by the Governor. This act was 
subsequently annulled by the King, but not before the pro- 
vision granting compensation had been carried out. 

Further sirtf« with Politics caxsiB once more to the front in 

PftriunwntAiT L*w». the year 1708; when the town was called 

upon to join in a'^nvenlion)to be held in 

Boston, for the purpose of consulting upon the position of 

affairs. A brief summary of the events which led up to 



Digitized by 



Google 



nm) POLITICAL MATTERS— CENSUS— JAIL—KKW TOWNa 326 

this movrmeiit will iixlicHte the critical point which the 
controversy with the home government had reached, as 
well an the conf^»rvative |K)8ition assumed by the town. /^ c^- - 
FetOin^ in the maritime towns was much more intense than 
in the interior of the state, and while the citizens of North- 
ampt<m were ever |Nitriotic and rejul}" to uphold their 
rights, they wen» in no hustc to follow blindly the lead of -^ 
the Boston populace, though guide<l by such men as Otis, i'^ , - -> 
Adams nn«l Warren. The reiH*ul of the Stamp Act did 
not end the struggle to derive revenue from the colonies. 
A tax was levicnl on glass, imi>er, jminters' colors, and tea, 
a Board of Customs was established, and ^Tits of assist- 
ance h*g3ilized. These laws alarmc<l the people to a much 
greater extent than did the St,amp Act, and resistance to 
them was at once determineil u|K>n. The citizens of Boston 
votcnl in town-meeting to refuse to inifYort certain articles ^S"^.^ ^ 
of British manufacture, and to economize in the consump- *^b '^ *" ^ 
tion of many others. Resolutions were i>asse<l by the L^- : v •> 
islature disc*ouraging the use of British manufactured arti- 
cles, an«l recommentliiig those of American proiluction. 
An English war vc»ssel impressed seamen in Boston, and a 
vessel InOonging to John Hancock was seizeil on charge of 
defrauding the revenue. Scvenil mass-meetings of the 
peojile were held in which Adams ami Otis denounced with 
vigor these acts of their oppressors. The anniversary of 
the re])eal of the Stamp Act was enthusiastically celebrated, 
but no overt act was committed. While all was excite- 
ment and roen*8 passions were at fever heat, instructions 
were receive<l ordering the Legislature to rescind its anti- 
importation resolutions. This was refused, and Gov. Bar- 
nard prr)rogued tlie General Court. Again the merchants 
of BcKston ple<1ged themselves to import no merchandise 
from England, except such as was absolutely necessary. 
All but sixteen of tliem signe<l the agreement, and the arti- 
cles upon which duties had l>een imposed were especially 
prohibited. At a mass-meeting held in Faneuil Hall, in 
September, it was resolvecl that 'Hhe inhabitants of Bos- 
ton will, at th«^ utmost i>eril of their lives and fortunes, 
maintain and defend their rights, liberties, privileges and 
immunities.** It was also decided at this meeting to call a 
convention of all the towns, within two weeks, and the 
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selectmen of Boston were requested to correspond with the 
several towns, asking their co-operation. The circular 
addressed to the towns suggested as an occasion for the 
convention, the possibility of a war with France, as well 
as the fact that no Ix'gislature could be convened. Since 
dissolving the last one the Governor had refused to author- 
ize another. 

Tbe Town coontdert A si>ecial town-mectiug was called to con- 
tbeM»tter. sider tliis proposition, on the 21** of Sep- 

tember. Nothing remains to show 
whether the question was discussed or not. The only 
record concerning it is the following extract from the town 
records signed by "Joseph Hawley, Mod.** 
** Then the Qoestion was put whether the Town would appoint a 
^^ Committee to Act for them in convention with Such as may he Sent 
from the Several Towns in this province to be Assembled at Fanenil 
' ' Hall, in Boston, on thursday the Twenty-second day of September 
Instant, to consult and advise Such measures as his Majesty^s suVjects 
in this province may require and it passed in the negative uno Solo 
vj^o (< vo contradicente. Sixty-five or six voters were present.^ 

\ AotiAo of th« Coo. Northampton was among the small minority 
I venuoa. of towns that declined to take part^in these 

I proceedings. Ninety-six towns and eight 

districts were represented. After a session of six days, 
during which time ])ending questions were thoroughly dis- 
cussed, the convention dissolved, having denounced the 
ungracious legislation of Englaml, and renewed their pro- 
test against the unwholesome and unwelcome laws, with so 
much caution and discretion, withal, that those on the 
watch for it were unable to detect a single trace of treason 
in any of their transactions. 

District* »nd oot For upwards of twenty years succeeding 
Town. lotttitutcHi. ^^ incorporation of Southampton as a dis- 
trict, Northampton was represented in the 
General Court by.ojily three different persons. During 
, f this time, and down to 1786, a period of thirty-three jears, 
Northampton and Southampton constituted one^represent-- 
, a,tive district. Some years before the latter town was set 
o^y a dislinctr^e blow was aimed at popular government in 

5^ 
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th« O'^>oit^9 hj rtrst riding tbe nvmber of representatin 

in the lovf r Hou^. Instmctions were iasiied tbat do more 

town^ >h<'ul<] be coustitated with tbe pririlege of represen- 

Uti'ii. Hem^ for mrnxxj years all mmiicipal incorpora- ^ / j , 

X\**x\* were en'«t«-^i into «li>trirts, bat without authoritj to < ' ' ^ / Y 

M r.d <!• putirt to the General Covrt.* Gideon Lyman was v - ' ^ 

t^'Xpt^^ ntative fn>ra the donble district in 1754, 1755, 1757; ,, . .' 

Inn* 'thy Dwight for eight years in succession, from 1758 to , « i 

i:»;,% ; and J*«Nej»h Hawley in 1754, 1755, and for nine years -^^^i |--*- ^ 

oai^n^-utively fn»m 17CC. In 1764, while Timothy Dwight ^ 

T^'\*x>-^'\\X*A Xortlutmpton, Joseph Hawley seems to hare 

ii*TV(d ill tlie >ame <^j>acity for Soathami>ton. A change 

w:i:< m.i'ie in the law in 17S6, and every town was anthor- 

ixetl to send a representatiTe. 

Tw ]i4Hrti«c H««« Notwithstanding the hardship and disaster 
xmm *mmM. attendant upon the seven years' war, tbe 

town continued to increase in wealth and ;! 
nurolHTs. So large had become the population three years 
after the war ch>S4 J, that the meeting-house, only thirty 
years in existence, was altogether too small, and the people '*^ ' " ^^^^ " ^ 
had been for some time planning for its enlargement. All 
the available space for sittings had been utilized, and still 
there was not room enough. Several of these suggesti<His 
have already been enumerated, some of them had been 
ordered, but few apparently had been carried out. In 17C7, 
a definite proposition was made to enlarge the structure, 
but the town was not ready for the undertaking, and it was 
promptly negatived. 

r,utfcoMi ri»ii4t< During the same year it was voted to build • 

a house with two rooms for the use of the 
poor, but the committee choeen to consider the matter re> 
ported that the house of Simeon Root could be hired for 
that purpoee, and the selectmen were directed to secure the 
property. 



of UMTova. Thrto years previous to this last attempt 

to enlarge the meeting-house, a census of llU V 
the town was taken, as Major Hawley says, ''by order of ' ^ 
the King of England.** The result was as follows : — num- 

1 Hrttomt^ mtfy of W— If MiiiliMUti, ▼•L I, p. 11 
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\j ' ber of dwelling-houses, 187 ; number of families, 202 ; num- 

f f <■ \ ber of males over IC, 339 ; number of males underJLS, 312 ; 

\ ^ ^ ^ * number of females ov§r 10, 333 ; number of females under 

IC, 281 ; total number of males, 651 ; total miml)er of fe- 
males, 614 ; aggregate of population, 1265. One family of 
nine persons was omitted, which increases the total to 1274. 
. In addition there were ten negroes^ five males and five fe- 

males. Apparently they" were nearly all slaves, and were 
distributed in the following families: — Mrs. Prudence 
Stoddard, widow of Col. John, one female ; Lieut. Caleb 
Strong, one male ; Joseph and Jonathan Clapp, one each ; 
Joseph Hunt, one of each sex. There was one negro at 
Moses Kingsley's, not a slave, another at Zadoc Danks, and 
Bathsheba Hull was then living near South Street bridge. 
This seems to have been the first numbering of the people 
on record. 

( other sututtcsMd In 1764, the town valuation usually taken 

-Facuiue.." in Novembcr, amounted to £14,928.9 ; the ^^^. 

[ number of polls was 310. The province 

tax was £284.8. U ; representative's pay, £13.10; town tax, 
£255.13.4} ; county tax, £33.3.7 ;. the «utu:e province, coun- 
ty and town tax amounted to^586.15.2|»/ In making out 
the tax list the term ^'^facultysr^was used to desiguate.any — 
business other than farming. The amounts assessed on 
faculties varietl from year to year. In 1761, they came 
high. Samuel Clark, saddler, was taxed £25 worth of 
• "faculty;" J. Hodge, tailor, £25; Elisha Lyman, joiner, 

£15 ; Samuel Mather, physician, £40 ; Joseph Hawley, law- 
yer, £40 ; Lieut. Caleb Strong, tanner, £40. In this term 
''faculty" was included tools, stock in trade, .profession^ 
, etc. To show the depreciation in the value of these, facul- 
ties, a few of these personal taxes for the year 1768 are 
C^c^'- ^^ ''' given : — Quartus Pomeroy, blacksmith, £15 ; Joseph Haw- 
t^lv^^^^^^^^'*^^^ W> lawyeff ^^0 ; Dr. Samuel Mather, £10 ; Elisha Lyman, 
J) joiner, £4 ; Caleb Strong, tanner, £30 ; Ebenezer Hunt, 

^ 'fatter, £60 ; Seth Pomeroy, blacksmith, £20; Daniel Hitch- 

cock, lawyer, £20 ; George Hodge, tailor, £6 ; Joel Bari- 
lett, weaver, £6 ; Robert Breck, trader, £10 ; Ezra Clark, 
weaver, tanner, ferryman, £10; Joseph Hutchins, shoe- 
maker, £8 ; Asa Wright, shoemaker, £10 ; John Lyman, 
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£X Hounf^ werp raloed in 17C1, from Jtt to £7 ; bams and 
»ho|jA^ at »!t., 4^;^. aiid ^K ; home lots on Havley Street^ 
f n>ra £3 to £4 : on 3Iaio and Pkasant Streeta, £4 to £7 ; 
oti 84»uth Stre<«-t« at £X The bi'st meadov-land was valued 
at G/iA. |ier acre* and varie«l from 4.V. to 50r., and on Soath 
Stre»4 at Uh. i»er acre. InipruvtH] apUmls vere commonlj 
rallied at '<^Ua., and ^»uie nearest the home Iota, at from tSm. 
to y'*t^ Oxt-n were value«l at 40ii. each ; horses, three years 
old, 44^ ; CNJWR, three years old, 30*. ; swine, one year old, 
8a. ; slieep and goats, at 3ft. 

A iw*««» 9tmgm. A terrible htorm of rain« accompanied by 
thuntler and li^htnini;, occurred on the 5^ 
of July, I7C9. For ocveral hours the rain fell in torrents, 
and the m^^adows were covered with water to the ilepth of 
three or four feet. Much damage was done to the roads 
and bri<lf:eA, an<l large quantities of hay were carried off 
by the flood. During the storm the house of Dea« Jona- 
than Hunt was struck by lightning. The fluid entered at 
the top of the chimney, and descended to the lower floor, 
where two of his children, Jonathan, aged 15, and Thank- 
ful, aged 7, were standing. Both were instantly killed. 
The house was but slightly damaged. 

Aa bt#MiT# Pk>o«. January of the following year was made 
memorable by a great flood. The streams 
were all raised above their banks, and many bridges were 
carried away. Dea. Elbenezer Hunt, who occupied the 
property east of the present City Hall, extending from 
Main Street to Mill River, has left the following account 
of it:- 

** Jsay 7, a great rain with Sontk wind, the Mill rircr broke up. sad 
the k» carried off Ucldiigwmter bridfa. It wm one oT the higfaeit 
floods that say peraoo renenibers in Mill River. wlMa the Qraat Bi w 
did not set up. It was soon over the bank in my bome kit.** 

Within a few days a town-meeting was held, which voted 
** almost unanimously, ** to rebuild the bridge, as the records 
read, '' in the road to Lacldngwater.** The committee was 
instructed to build it ** in the new form and method of con- 
structing bridges lately gone into by the town,** A foot- 
bridge was constructed for nae while the other was in 
building; 

\ 
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PstroHiug the Meet- Titliing-men were instructed in 1769, "to 
iDKiiouBeonsuD- prevent disorders among the young people 
^^^' and children in time of worship in the 

house of God, tho' they be under the necessity of walking 
about the house to suppress them/' Unruly indeed must 
liave been the young provincials, when it became necessary 
to order the meeting-house to be patrolled during service in 
order to keep them within bounds. From the numerous 
votes psissed, and by-laws adopted at different times for 
their regulation, and noted in these pages, it may be safely 
inferred that the young in those days had no very great 
respect for sacred things. Apparently the good people, 
while they insisted that every one, old and young, should 
attend public worship, did not impress upon their children 
the propriety of the outward observance of their cherished 
ceremonials. All attempts to manage the younger element 
in the meeting-house seem to have been without result. 
Three years after, the above vote was renewed, and a com- 
mittee chosen to draft a by-law touching this matter, but 
no definite action by it is apparent. 

Pascommuok Peo- For Several years the people living at Pas- 
pie want 8abb»th commuck and Bartlett's Mills (Easthamp* 
^^^**' ton), had been agitating the question of 

better accommoilations on the Sabbath. They lived at 
consi<lerable distance from the center of the town, and 
many times in the year, especially during the winter 
months, it was difficult for them to get there ; the meeting- 
house was crowded, and they desired that services might 
be held in their vicinity. Accordingly in 1769, a commit- 
tee was appointed ** to consult and agree upon some meas- 
ures for the ease and relief of the good people at the farms 
in their attendance upon the public worship of God which 
they are desirous of & have motioned it to the town to con- 
sider of at this time,^ and to report at some future meet- 
ing. At a meeting held in March of the following year, 
the committee suggested that the whole matter should be 
placed in the hands of another committee, who should be 
instructed 

** to view tbe sitnaticm of the Said Fanners Settlements A alto the 
lands in those parts of the Town which are Suitable A likely soon to bo 
settled A npon such general view to pitch upon a spot for a meeting 
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boQPp to •cconitiMMUt^ such Farmers A oat SetUemenU A that wbm 
thej pbonM bare fixed upon the spot the said oommittee should mate 
the mine known to all the Inhabitants living at snch farms A aa soon 
aa might be learn from the said Inhabitants dwelling at the plaoea 
above Mid who St what number of them wonld consent to assemble at 
the Mid place pitched on bj the said committee for a meeting house, 
provided that the town would set np a meeting house at the said place 
at the expense of the Town A also grant the monies for defraying the 
charge uf winter preaching there.** 

Tliis rejwrt was coiit^idereil aud acceptod and a committee 
of five 1KT80118 chosen **for the service proi)osed in said 
reiKirt" Nothing satisfactory seems to have been accom- 
plished at this time, and within three years the settlers in 
that section petitioned to be set off into a town by them- 
selves. 

^UrkiBffWftt«r** This year a log sc^hooMiouse was built *' on 
sckooL the south side of Mill river, in that part of 

the town called *Lickingwater.*" Some 
opposition was manifested and an unsuc^cessful attempt 
was made to reconsider the vote by which it was author- 
ize<l, but a school was established there, and scholars from 
Bartlett*s Mills were allowed to attend. In 1771, an article 
was inserted in the warrant for the May meeting to con- 
sider the question of allowing females to attend this schooL 
When the matter came up in the meeting, it was found 
that those who '* were to be benefitted by it did not desire 
it and it was dropt.*" This is the first allusion to the school- 
ing of girls upon the public records. The building must 
have been poorly constructed, as the next year it seemed to 
be in need of repairs, but the town refused to make an ap- 
propriation for that purpose, though in 1772 it was rough 
boarded in order to make it more comfortable. 

ciMag«uith«8««- 111 1770, Col. Israel Williams of Deerfield 
•ion« of thp presented a petition for the approval of the • 
ccmnif cottrt. iQ^n concerning a change id the sessions of * ^ / 

the court in Northampton and Springfield. The town ^f ^p 
acted favorably upon it, and instructed its representative, ^) j 

Joseph Hawley, to urge the matter in the Legislature. , ^n^^S^ 

This petition was granted by the General Court, and an . 

additional term of the Superior Court was ordered to be /^ [i^ ^^ I 
holden at Northampton. 

\ 
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RiKbt of soutbamp. An inquiry was ordered into the right of 

too to the iot«r Soutliam])ton to a portion of tlie interest 

Pond. on the school money belonging to the town, 

wliicli had been regularly paid over to that 

district. Apparently the town refused to pay any more of 

it to Southampton, as no more such payments can be found 

upon the treasurer's books, 

8«rerai Mailer. Tiiuothy Dwiglit aiid otlicrs Were granted 
Adjusted. the privilege, in 1771, of erecting a slaugh- 

ter-house on the town land, near Aaron 
Kingsley's tan-yard pasture, and the selectmen were author- 
ized to procure the proper and necessary tools for digging 
graves and put them into the hands of responsible persons. 
The town also ordered the jirosccutiou of those persons who 
had recently brought a squaw into the town, unless they 
would refund the money paid out on her behalf during her 
illness. Surveyors were allowed '* two coppers per mile,** 
when obliged to go to distant parts of the town in the dis- 
charge of their official duties. At the same time it was 
vote<l not to build a school-house at Pascommuck. 

westhampton Po- In 1772, scttlers in the west part of the town 

titton.roraMio. followed the example of Pascommuck and 
sent the annexed Petition to the town : 

*• Northampton, Febmary y* 25, A. D. 1772. 
**To the Qcntleine freeholders and other inhabitant of the town of 
Northampton assembled and meet on their annual March meeting. 

** The petition of the iuhabitanta of the west or Long Division So 
called in the Connty of hampshire. 

** hnmbly shews that whereas we have long Laboured nnder the mi- 
happiness of being So Situate in our Settlements hear in the woods that 
we cant with any conveniance injoy many of the previlidges of the 
town for which we have heither to boom a proportinable part ot the 
charge and cost viz : the Support of the Minister of the gosple and 
Schooling of children which we cant but Look upon a burden two 
heavy for us to Bare now in our infant State of begining. 

** And as we are now proposeing a meathod for our releaf with re- 
spect to haveing the gosple preMched among us hear in the neighbour- 
hood So that our famalyes may take the benefit thereof —in which pro- 
seedings we humbly hope and trust that your generossetyes will So 
fully acquies and be So well pleased to See any thing Done that hath a 
tendency to promote peace and good order and Espetially the revival of 
Decaying religon which is or aught to be much Lemented that you will 
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ouotrilHiU Som thing for the incomiiKinent of the Sune E^Mmtiallj if 
no more th«t you wonld Omni that we maj hnoe our miniBter raits 
akiwed iu that we Shall be the better able to Sti|^;Mirt the word preadit 
among oar f^elvee — and that yon would ord«r Snmthing relitire to 
Schooling at yon in your wiidom Shall See fit — the other things we 
leaT at yonr DissHTetion nothing Donting but yon will grattify nt in 
thif or Bom other way an may be thot proper as yonr petitionora Shew. 
** And as in Dnty Bound Shall Ever pray." 

This <1(K*iinieiit "tor sigiuHl by Joshua Claflin and fifteen 
other {»ors<)iis, rosideiits in that section of the town. The 
alMive modest tlioiigh ill 8|x*lle<l ret]uest was granted on 
condition that tlie money allowe<l sliouUl l)e applie<l to pay 
for pnniching among themselves. At the next annual 
meeting £S were appropriated to the ''4 miles of Long 
Division ^ for preaching. Again in the following year £9 
were gnintinl to the inhaliitants of ** Westhampton," vix. : 
'* those who live on Ixing Division, within four miles east 
of the west line of Division for preaching and schooling.** 
Though the name Westhampton is uiK)n the records, the 
new town was not incorpcirated till four years after. Every 
year an n])propriation was mmle ; in 17iG one of £9, and 
the next year another of £15. 

A Mtrting proinuriMi In 1772, the March meeting was adjourned 
bj AdjourmiiM^t. from the 3* to the 23*, then to the 18*^ of 
May, and then to the first Monday in 
July. These meetings were mainly occupied with the lay- 
ing out of roads and the settlement of damages. While 
this meeting was thus carried forward by adjournment, 
another was called in May and that was adjourned till 
July 6*\ 

Tbe Pauper Que*. Every towu eudeavored to relieve itself of ^\ 
uoB AffaiB. the care of pau})ers whose legal settlement 

was elsewhere, and summary methods of 
removal were often used. The selectmen in 1772 were 
" desired (as occasion may from time to time require) to 
use their Discretion in endeavoring a removal of all such 
persons who have no legal settleQieut here as they are ap- 
prehensive may become chargeable to the town or who are 
likely to j>roye bad or troublesome neighbors, altho ihej /^ 
may be membersofUie church here.** Many persons had 
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been ** warned out of town" at different times, but liere 
was a vote severing their connection witU^tlieparislu-JlL 
spite of any claim" they migTit have upon tlie churchy 
Paui)ers were given to understand that even tliough they 
might he church-members in good and regular stiinding, 
they were not to be encouraged. Not lessthan twenty 
^ 'X '' ' pei-sons were *>warned out of town.', in 1741 aucCIll^. and^ 
. , , - ^. ^ for several succeeding years the numl>er was scarcely less, 
" ' With this provision of the law, thoroughly enforced, it is 

not probable that Northampton was burdened to any great 
extent with the paupers of other towns. 

Town ludicied lor During this year the town was indicted for 
Def«ciwe HiRh- defective highways. Josei)h Hawley and 
^*'** Timothy Dwight were appointed to defend 

the suit. One indictment wjis found by the Grand Jury in 
August, and another presentment was made at the Novem- 
ber term of the Court of General Sessions of the Peace. 
The cases went against the town, and fines to the amount 
of £9.9 were paid. 

Wolves. These animals were becoming very numer- 

ous and destructive, and a bounty of £3 for 
all hunted down and 408. for all caught in traps, was 
offered, in addition to the bounty paid by the Province, 
provided the animals were killed before the first of June. 

PMcomrouck School. Wheu the town denied the petition of the 
HouM. Pascommuck settlers, in 1771, to build them 

a school-house, they erected one at their 
own expense the following year, and the next year peti- 
tioned the town for an appropriation towards its payment. 
This request was granted, and the town paid one half the 
cost amounting to £7.1.9, in 1775. 

ThevaiaKeSeunp Pascomuiuck, tired of being longer de- 
fer lueit pendent upon the parent town, and dis- 
gusted with the treatment its requests for 
school and ministerial privileges had received, sought per- 
mission in 1773, to set up for itself. After a favorable re- 
port from a special committee, the town voted to make no 
opposition to the petitioners, and granted them £300 
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towards building a meeting-house and settling a minister. 
The boundary linos of the propose<l new district, which 
also include<l Bartlett's Mills, were designateil by the com- 
mittee and accepted by the town. Tliis line as i-oported 
extended on the south to Connecticut River, and included 
Mt. Tom and the land east of it to the river. The town, 
however, voted that the settlera living on that tract, might 
remain in Northampton '* if they contiuue<l desirous of it" 
They did continue desirous of it, and the easterly boundary 
of the new town was run west of the mountain, and that 
is the reason why the villages of Smiths Ferry and Mt. Tom 
still remain a part of this town. In June the petitioners 
again came b6(pre the town asking for a larger appropria- 
tion and increh^ of territory. The request for more 
money was negativi^cl, but the northern boundary was 
changed so as to inclu<3e jiiuch more land. In December, 
the representative in the General Court was instructed to 
''use his best endeavor'* to procure the incorporation of 
the new town. In January of the following year, about a 
dozen of the inhabitants in the northeasterly part of South- 
ampton, petitioned the Legislature to be set off witk the 
Pascommuck settlers. They argued that they lived at a 
great distance from the meeting-house in Southampton^ 
and that they were very "near these brethren^ who de- 
sired to be incorporated into a new town. They disclaimed 
any dislike to their minister or any disagreement with the 
other inhabitants of the district. Southampton, very nat- 
urally, resisted this projected dismemberment, and a re- 
monstrance to the above petition was forwarded to the Leg- 
islature. In this document it was contended 

''that the westerly purl of Southampton is mountainance and bar^ 
ren, that most of the lands in the town are poor, and in their natural 
state generally sold at 4s. an acre. The inhabitants were mnch kept 
back hy the last two wars, and the town was bnt jnst able to pay pnbUe 
charges. Some who dwelt at the sonth west part will probably sooo be 
joined to Norwich or Westfield, and have already concerted measures for 
that purpose. The meeting house is old, and a new one must be buflt. 
If the petitioners are set off, there will he great difficulty about a spot for 
a new one. The petitioners do not any of them live over four milet 
from the meeting house, and the roads are good, and they hare aome of 
the best land in the district They also intend to draw away others 
from said district, who will be nearer to their proposed new meeting 
bouse.** 
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These arguments of the remonstrants prevailed for the 
time heing, and not till after the Revolution was the new 
district establishe<l. Considerable feeling was manifested 
I in Southampton, and several spicy town-meetings were 
y held. Jonathan Judd Jr., of that town, son of the minis- 
tor, has the following entry in his journal on the 22^ and 
23" of June : — 

*' A meeting in order to see abont seting off the North Part of the 
District * * After the matter was proposed and a vote had like to 
. .A have lieen taken, but with much ado it was put by. Capt. Clapp de- 

siKned to have catcbed us, but his son could not keep it to himself.** In 
another entry of January 3*, 1774, he writes :— **Town meeting about 
' ( ' the Designed parish to the N. E. Instructions to Major Hawley to hin- 

der those People from going off were voted for. N-n had voted for him 
to forward their going off,* those People much engaged to go.** 

Again in 1781, the subject was in agitation. Mr. Judd 
says, August 13*^ :— - ''Meeting did not vote off the North 
part of the town." The next year Northampton once more 
voted in favor of establishing the new town, and decided 
to give one eighth of all the public property in the town, 
estimating that to be about the proi>ortion of its inhabi- 
tants that would be included within the boundary lines of 
the new settlement Thi'ee years however elapsed before 
Easthampton was incorporated* 

\ Jail Ordered to be No place existed in Northampton for the 

®«"*- proper detention of criminals, the old house 

of correction, erected in 1707, having been 
sold by the town in 1760. In 1772, the Court of (General 
Sessions of the Peace, appointed Major Joseph Hawley, 
Oux^^'Vj .u Major Timothy Dwight, Capt. Solomon Stoddard, Lieut. 
O Gideon Clark, and Mr. Jonathan Allen, a committee to buy 
land and build a Jail in Northampton. Work was com- 
menced on the structure during the following year. They 
purchased of Asahel Danks and wife the homestead which 
had Iwlonged to Benjamin Bartlett (father of Danks* wife), 
for £110, which together with the interest brought the 
amount of the purchase money to £119. 18. This was a por- 

1 Major Hawley was at tbla time representatlre for the towat of Korthamptoo 
and Soutbampton. One year he received InstnactlOBS from Korthamptoa to favor 
the project for a new town, and the nest year be waa requested by Southampton to 
oppoee the moTement. That ie. Northampton dealred him to favor the Paeeommnek 
petit ion, and Southampton Inatruoted him to oppoee the dlvlalon of thai town. Thto 
latter territory waa known at ** Clapp^t Fnrma.** 
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tion of the homestead of Robert Bartlett, one of the first 
settlers, and was situated at the lower end of Pleasant 
Street. The old dwelling-house was moved back and fitted 
up for the use of the jailer. It was called the " Mansion 
House,** and was demolished in 1833. The new jail was 
built of wjuared logs which were cut on the commons in 
the west part of the town. The entire cost of the buUd- 
ing, including interest, was £67:2, equal to $2,240. 

Descriptioo of tb« Tliis buildiug, like all of its class then in 
Kewj*ii. use, was very insecure, and from it many 

prisoners escaped. It wais badly constructed, 
although in all prol>ability one of the best of its kind in 
this jmrt of the Province. "The cells were scarce four 
feet high, and filled with the noxious gases of the privy 
vaults through which they were supposed to be ventilated. 
Light came in from two chinks in the walls." * The noto- 
rious Stephen Burroughs, convicted of passing counterfeit 
money, was removed from the jail in Springfield to this 
one, in 1790. No sooner were the prisoners placed within 
the building than they began the work of breaking out of 
it. On the night that Burroughs had been placed in the 
gaol at Springfield, several prisoners made their escape, 
consequently he was removed. Though he was not con- 
cerned in the Springfield jail delivery, he had hardly 
reached his new quarters before he commenced the same 
game himself. His first attempt was by undermining the 
chimney, but he was caught before his labors were com- 
pleted. A short time after, while chained to the floor^ he 
set the jail on fire ; on still another occasion in company 
with a companion, he succeeded in digging under the 
foundation of the building, breaking ground outside of it 
only to fall into the hands of the officers, who had discov- 
ered the attempt and were waiting to greet hiuL* 

A 5e« Jau Baiit. This structure answered its purpose for 

about twenty-seven years, holding securely 

all prisoners who were willing to remain within its walls. 

In the year 1800 a new one of stone was built on its site, 

1 ]CcMMUr*t Htotorx of tiM AoieHosa P«opto, toL 1, p. IH 
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forty feet long, twenty-eight feet wide, and sixteen feet 
high. The committee cliarged with its erection were Ebe- 
nczer Mattoon of Amherst, Cliarles Phelps of Hadley, and 
Josiah Dickinson of Northampton. It cost $5,183.85. Per- 
sons now living who remember the building, state that it 
was two stories in height, the debtor's room being on the 
second floor. For more than half a century this building 
was in use. In 1853, the present Jail and House of Correc- 
tion was erected, at a cost of $49,000. 

HorMDiock*. Thcsc convenicuces are first noticed upon 

the records in 1773, when a suitable num- 
ber were ordered to be set up near the meeting-house " for 
those who ride to meeting." They afterwards became fix- 
tures everywhere, and many other votes are recorded con- 
cerning them.^ 

subMriptionforBouii. In March, the town voted the usual pro- 
tj on WoWe.. mium of £3 for every wolf kille<l, in addi- 

tion to the same amount established by 
law. But certain of the citizens '^ l>eing apprehensive that 
the raising of the premium about five or six pounds more 
♦ ♦ ♦ would be vastly beneficial to the town & particu- 
larly to the ownera of the sheep therein, as it would tend 
greatly & might be the means of their preservation * * 
by encouraging persons skilled that way & others to em- 
ploy a much greater portion of their time than they have 
been able heretofore to do in hunting, killing & driving 
them away out of town,'' circulated a subscription paper 
and raised £3.7.6 to be added to the premiums already 
offered. Twenty-seven names are appended to this paper. 
No one gave more than is., and none less than Is. These 
twenty-seven names represent, undoubtedly, the owners of 
the largest flocks of sheep in town. 

XMrafftcinra of One of the earliest attempts at manufactur- 
potury. ing in Northampton, of which any record 

has been found, was pottery. It was estab- 
lished by Capt. Jonathan Hale, who came here from Had- 

1 Ib ib« UiUr p*rt of tbo 19^ oenturj, horM-blockt wera Tory common throogh- 
out tbo town. In South SirMt one ooald bo found at noarlj ovorx boato on botk 
•Idos of tbo strMt. Somo wore m«do of boards nod pUnk and tUi work, or of Inrgn 
tlflibom ; otbora wore olmp^ n log sqnnred, with oUpo ent nt onn atdo. 
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ley in 1773. He lived on Bridge Street, and his faclory was 
at the rear of hi8 home lot Clay was obtained on the bank 
of tlie Connecticut River above and l>e1ow the location of 
the present bridges. Ho diet! in 1776, and El)enezcr Qibbs 
succecnled to the business. Gibbs came from Chatham, and 
obtained a portion of the clay he used from "Clay hill" 
beyond West Street bridge. The business passed into the 
hands of Dea. El>enezer Hunt, in 1779, and he carried it 
on for several years. 

Artiefo« xmvCm. Coarso red pottery, partially glazed, seems 
^**^ to have been the output of this small estab- 

lishment It consisted of pots, pans, pitch- 
ers, platters, pudding dishes, jugs, bowls, etc., which were 
sold by peddlers throughout the county. Considerable 
business was done in tliis line by Dea. Hunt, who purchased 
the tools of Samuel Parsons. It is not known what became 
of the industry, though in all probability, during the un- 
8i*ttled timc^ that prece<1ed and followed the Revolution, 
the demand for the product ceased, and the business died 
out It h not certainly known where Dea. Hunt manufac- 
tured the goo<ls, whether at the old stand on Bridge Street, 
or elsewhere. Everything was shaped by hand and little 
machinery used 

Order* to um 8«. The uext year the selectmen were ordered 
*•«*»•»• to provide a place where the bier could be 

housed, to repair the wall about the bury- 
ing yard, and to procure and set out trees at convenient dis- 
tances around the same. These trees were set out at a cost 
of 10s., and in a year or two all that had died were re- 
placed. The selectmen were also ordered '' as often as onoe 
a quarter to visit the Several Schools in the body of the 
Town, & examine into the State of them & make Such 
orders & give Such directions respecting their Instruction 
& management of them as Shall appear proper. ** 
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